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BOROUGHS  OF  GREAT-BRITAIN. 


SURREY. 


THIS  county  is  independent  of  abfolute 
controul :  and,  although  it  is  at  pr^Cent 
reprefented  by  the  brothers  of  peers,  it  is  not  ' 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  either.  In  the 
year  1775,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  bait,  upon  the 
deathofMr.  Scawen,  one  of  their  reprefentatives, 
became  acandidrire,  in  the  intereft  of  the }  comenry. 
He  wasoppofed  by  the  late  Sir  Francis  Vincent, 
who  had  the  fupport  of  the  ariftocracy,  and 
by  the  Hon.  William  Norton,  now  Lord  Grantley, 
who  had  the  countenance  of  the  adminiAration 
of  that  day  j  but,  notwithftanding  thefe  powerful 
Vol.  III.  B  exertionr 
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exertions^  which  were  ufed  againft  him,  he  was 
finally  vidorious.  The  next  inftance  that  the 
freeholders  gave  of  their  independence  was»  in 
the  conteft  between  Admiral  Keppel  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Onflow,  when  the  former  gentleman  was 
returned  by  a  majority  of  fix  hundred.  Upon 
the  admiral's  being  called  up  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.  Lord  Althorp,  now  Earl  Spencer,  was  chofcn 
in  his  ftead.  The  death  of  this  nobleman's 
father  occafioned  another  vacancy  for  this 
county,  when  Sir  Robert  Clayton  was  eleded. 
This  gentleman  however  gave  fo  much  umbrage 
to  the  people,  and  became  fo  unpopular,  from 
the  fupport  which  he  gave  the  Coalition,  that  in 
the  year  1734  the  ^ion.  William  Norton  was  the 
object  of  their  choice,  and  Sir  Robert  was  thrown 
out.  At  the  laft  eledion  there  was  a  cro&  ppU ; 
the  three  candidates  oppofed  each  other ;  when 
Lord  William  Ruffell  and  Captain  Finch  were 
clc(51:ed  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

Ancient  State* 

The  county  of  Surrey  was  thus  called  froin 
its  Saxon  name  Suthrea  ;  a  name  that  owed  its 
origin  to  the  Saxon  word  Sutb,  which  figaifi^s 

fQUthj 
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timth,  and  iCM, a  river;  which  it  received  frorti  its 
bcii^  fiuuited  on  tbe  fduth  fide  of  the  Thames^ 
It  ia  bounded  (Mi  the  eaft  by  Kent  j  on  the  fouth, 
by  Suflex ;  on  the  weft,  by  Berkfhire  and  Hamp- 
ftiirei  and  on  the  norrfi,  by  Middlefex :  extend- 
ii^  thirty-eight  miles  in  length,  from  eaft  to  weft, 
twenty-three  milea  froin  north  to  fouth,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  circumference. 

This  courtty  is  part  of  the  territory  inhabited 
by  the  Regni,  ill  the  timeof  the  Romans.  Many 
confiderable  antiquities  have  been  found  here, 
particularly  the  famous  Military  Way,  calleii 
Stone-ftreet,  which  is  ftill  vifible  in  many  places. 
Here  have  alfo  been  found  Roman  tiles,  medals, 
coins,  and  urns,  and  the  remains  of  Roman  camps 
and  townsj 

Under  the  Saxon  heptarchy  this  county  be- 
longed firft  to  rhe  kingdom  of  the  South  Saxons ; 
butit  was  at  length  conquered,  and  became  united 
to  the  kingdom  of  the  Weft  Saxons. 

Surrey  is  divided  into  thirteen  hundreds.    It 

lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  dioccfc 

c£  Wincheftcr,  and  has  one  hundred  and  forty 

Ba  parilhes; 
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parifties,  in  which  are  thirteen  market -towns,' 
viz.  Cheitfey,  Croydon,  Dorking,  Epfom,  Ewel, 
Farnham,  Grodalming.  Guildford,  Haflemere, 
Kingfton,  Ryegate,  Southwark,  and  Woking,  be- 
lides  two  ancient  boroughs,  which  have  no  markets, 
viz.  Blccchingly,  and  Gatton.  It  fends-  fourteen 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the 
fljire  for  the  county,  and  two  members  for  each 
of  the  following  boroughs, — Southwark,  Guilford, 
Ryegate,  Haflemere,  Bletchingly,  and  Gatton. 


SOUTHWARK. 

PoLiTfCAL  Character* 

THIS  borough  is  not  under  influence  in  any 
degree,  or  of  any  kind,  owing  to  its  great  popu- 
lation and  opulence,  and  the  right  of  eledlion  be- 
ing vefted  in  the  inhabitants^  houfekeepers,  pay- 
ing fcot  and  lot.  —  It  coniifts  of  five  pariflies, 
St.  John's,  St.Olave's,  St.  Thomas's,  St.  George's, 
and  St.  Saviour's.  Chrift-church  parifti  formed  a 
part  of  this  borough  by  the  charter  of  Edward  VL 
but  owing  to  difufe  it  has  loft^the  privilege  of 
voting,  as  well  as  great  part  of  the  parifh  of  St. 

Saviour, 
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Saviour,  which  is  called  the  Clink  Liberty.  The 
parifti  of  Chrift-church  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Blackfriars-bridge,  and  was  formerly  part  of  the 
parilh  of  St.  Saviour,  but  has  been  fcparated  by 
aft  of  parliament.  This  parifh,  in  conjunftion 
with  the  Clink  Liberty,  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to 
fuffragcs,  in  common  with  the  other  pariflies  of 
the  borough ;  and  it  is  -  in  agitation  to  petition 
parliament,  at  a  future  elcdion,  for  a  re-efta- 
blilhment  of  thofe  rights  which  have  been  loft 
for  want  of  ufage.  Sourhwark  is  one  of  the 
twenty-fix  wards  of  the  city  of  London,  and  is 
called,  in  the  city  records,  the  ward  of  Bridge 
Without,  though  it  has  not,  in  common  with  the 
other  wards  of  the  city,  the  elciSion  either  of  an 
alderman  or  common-council ;  the  former  being 
chofen  by  the  court  of  aldermen,  from  amongft 
fuch  of  that  body  as  have  ferved  the  office  of 
toFd-ma^  or ;  and  the  choice  ufually  falls  upon  the 
fcnior. 

The  inhabitants  have  lately  petitioned  the  cor- 
poration of  London,  for  the  fame  liberty  which 
is  exercifed  by  all  the  other  wards,  ofelcding 
their  own  aldermen  and  common-council ;  and  as 
the  city  of  London  have  lately  obtained  a  decifion, 
B  3  in ' 
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in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas^  >vhich  confirms  to 
them  the  privilege  of  ^^  exclufivc  jurifditaion 
over  this  borough,  it  is  prefyjpned  that  this  ancient 
right  will  be  extended  to  them ;  a  right  which 
h^isits  foundation  in  juftice,  and  which  ought  to 
be  a  leading  feature  in  every  conftitution  which 
ha3  for  its  objedt  the  liberty, .  fecujrity,  and  pro^ 
iperity  of  the  co^lmunity  ^t  Urge, 

Ancient  State, 

Southward,  \yhich,  though  generally  conlidcre^ 
as  a  part  of  London,  we  have  referved  for  this 
county,  is  fo  extenfive  and  populous,  that  few 
cities  or  market-towns  of  England  exceed  i^ 
cither  in  the  number  qf  its,  hpufes  or  inhabitajits ; 
it  extending,  liKc  London,  along  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  joining  fcveral  villages  which  were 
formerly  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  particularly 
Horfleydown  and  Rotherhithe  on  the  eaft,  and 
Lambeth  on  the  weft.  From  north  to  fouth  it 
extends,  in  the  broadeft  part,  from  London  bridge 
to  Newington  Butts ;  but  what  is  more  prqperly 
termed  Sputhwark,  is  included  in  the  parifties 
of  St.  John,  St.  Olave,  St.  Saviour,  St.  Thoma$, 
St.  George,  and  Chrift-church,  all  of  wl^ich  are 
very  extenfive. 

St, 
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St.  Olivt's,  Southwark,  which'  is  of  coniider- 
aUe  antiquity,  is  memioned  To  early  as  the  year 
isSi :  but  part  of  the  old  church  ^Hngdown  in 
173:6,  the  pariftnoner^  applied  to  parliament  for 
power  to  rebuifd  it,  and  the  prefent  flruifture  was 
crefl'edin  1739.  It  isa  reilory  in  the  gift  of  the 
cro\m,  and  the  incumbent's  profits  are  faid  to 
smoiint  to  above  406!;  a  year^ 

St.  Saviour's,  alfo  called  St.  Mary  Overies,  is 
a  very  ancient  church,  feated  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
the  bridge  foot.  In  the  place  where  it  ftands  was 
a  prioiy  of  nuns,  fbunded  by  one  Mary,  a  virgin, 
the  owner  of  a  ferry  over  the  Thames,  before 
London-bridge  was  built.  This  priory  was  fofaie 
time  after  converted  into  a  collie  of  priefts ;  t»jt 
in  the  year  1 1 06  it  was  refounded  by  the  bilhop  of 
Winchefter  and  two  Norman  knights,  for  canons 
regular ;  and  from  its  dedication  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  its  fituation,  was  called  St.  Mary 
Overie,  that  is,  St.  Mary  over  the  river.  TTiia 
edifice  being  deftroyed  by  fire,  about  the  year 
1 207,  was  fooft  after  rebuilt ;  and  Peter  de  Ru- 
pibus,  biftiop  of  Winchefter,  added  to  it  a  fpacious 
chapel,  which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Mag- 
dalen. The  monaftery  and  conveotiial  church 
B  4.  werQ 
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were  rebuilt  in  the  rcigrts  of  Richard  II.  and 
Henry  IV.  and,  at  the  general  fupprcffion,  were 
furrcndcred  to  Henry  VIII.  upon  which  the. 
paril'hes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  Margaret  . 
purchafed  the  conventual  church  cff  king  Henry, 
and  were  the  next  year  united  by  zA  of  parlia- 
ment i  and  the  church  being  then  repaired,  was 
called  by  the  new  name  of  St.  Saviour..  This 
church  is  a  redlory  in  the  gift  of  the  pariih  ;  and 
the  profits  arifing  to  the  two  chaplains,  are  faid 
to  amount  to  upwards  of  300I.  per  atinum. 

St.  Thomas's,  which  is  feated  on  the  north  fide 
of  St.  Thomas's  ilrcet,  was  eredled  for  the  ufe  of 
the  hofpital  of  the  fame  name  ;  but  the  number 
of  houfes  and  inhabitants  near  the  hofpital  greatly 
increafing,  this  church  was  rendered  parochial,  ^ 
and  a  chapel  erc^H'cd  in  the  !  ofpital,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  patunts.  This  church  is  neither  a  rec- 
tory nor  a  vicarage,  but  a  kind  of  impropriation, 
in  the  gift  of  the  hofpital. 

St.  George's  ftands  at  the  fouth-eaft  corner 
of  St.  ivlargirct's  hill.  There  was  a  church  in 
this  place  before  the  year  1 122,  which  was  taken 

down 
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down  in   1734,  and  the  prefent  ftrudurc.  was  ■ 
finilhed  in  1736.     This  church  is  %  reftory  in  the  - 
gift  of  the  crown,  worth  to  the  incumbent  about 
220I.  ayear.  '    ' 

Chrift-church,  which  is  fituated  by  the  weft 
fide  of  the  roadj    near  the  foot  of  Black-friars  ~ 
bridge,  is  a  r^uUr  and  well  conftruSed  brick 
building,  ereded  with  little  cxpcnce,  fince  the 
year  1737,  when  the  foundation  of  the  old  church  ■ 
gave  way.     This  church  is  a  xeOiory,  the  patro-  ' 
nage  of  which  is  in  the  heirs  and  afligns  of  John 
Marihal,   of  the  borough  of  Southwark,  gent. 
who  caufed  the  old  church  to  be  erected,  by 
leaving  in  the  year  1627  the  fum  of  700I.  fbt 
that  purpofc,  with  an  eftate  of  60I.  a  year  towards  ■ 
the  fopport  of  the  minifter :  and  the  inhabitants 
applying  to  parliament  in  1706,  it  was   made 
a  diftinA  parifii,  independent  of  that  of  St.  Sa- 


To  thefe  churches  we  fliall  add  thofe  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  Bermondfey,  and  St.  Mary 
Rorherhithe,  which  are  joined  to  the  eaft  end 
of  this  exceniive  borough.  The  former  is  fitu- 
ated on  the  fouth-wcft  comer  of  Bemiondfey- 
ftrcet, ' 
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ftrcet^  vulgarly  called  Baxnaby  -  ftreet,  and  is 
dedkated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  the  fifter  of 
Lazarus.  It  appears,  from  the  Conqueror's 
furvey,  that  a  church  of  the  fame  name,  was 
fituated  on  the  fame  fpot»  in  the  time  of  the 
Saxons;  but^  the  prefent  ftrudlure  was  ere<5tedin 
1 680.  The  advowfon  belongs  to  lay  patrons,  and 
the  profits  of  the  incumbent  are  faid  to  amount  to 
about  200I.  per  annum.  St.  Mary  Rotherhithe  ia 
feated  near  the  bank  of  the  Thames.  The  old 
church  had  flood  about  two  hundred  years,  when 
being  in  a  ruinous  condition;  the  inhabitants  ap^ 
plied  to  parliament  in  1736*  for  leave  to  pull  it 
down;  and  the  prefent  flrudhire  was  finifhed  in 
1^39.  This  church  is  a  redtory.  in  the  gift  of  ^ 
lay  patron,  and  the  profits  arifing  to  the  incum- 
bent aue  faid  to  amount  to  above  150I.  a  year. 
St.  John  the  Evangelifl  is  one  of  the  fifty  new 
churches  ordered  to  be  buUt  by  a<a  of  par^ 
liament,  and  was  finifhed  in  1732;  when  the 
diflrift  of  Horefleydown,  being  feparated  fronx 
St.  CMave*s,  was,byadl  of  parliament,  conflituted 
its  parifh.  The  fum  of  3500I.  was  likewife 
glinted  by  parliament,  to  be  laid  out  in  lands^ 
teneitients,  &c.  in  fee-fimple,  and  the  churth-* 
wardens  to  pay  the  rcdor  the  additional  fum  of 
60I.  to  be  raifed  by  fees  arifing  from  burials. 

Southwark 
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SoMthwark  is  mentioned  in  hiftory  in  the  year 
lOSi.wbep  we  are  told  that  E»rl  Godwin  arrived 
there  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  bsvingc^  ww 
chivr  till  \3itt  retmn  of  the  tide,  pafled  Loodoa- 
bridge  without  oppontior^  in  order  to  engage  th» 
royai  navjr,  which  conlifted  of  fifty  (taps  of  war, 
lying  oppoiite  to  Weftminfter.  However,  afSwrs 
being  accotnniodated  betweea  the  kiog  and  the 
aarl>  the  latter  renirned  without  coming  to  an 
engagement. 

The  borough  of  Southwark  was  governed  by 
its  own  bailiff  till  the  year  1327,  when  the  city 
of  London,  finding  great  inconvenience  from  the 
efcapoof  the  male&iiiors  thither,  out  of  the  reach 
and  cognizance  of  the  city  magiftratcs,  obtained 
a  grant,  by  which  the  m^^or  of  London  wai 
conilituted  bailifT  of  Southwark,  and  impowercd 
to  govern  it  by  his-  deputy.  However,  the  inha- 
bitants, fome  time  after,  recovered  their  former 
privileges,  which  they  enjoyed  till  King  Edward 
VI.  granted  Southwark  to  the  city  of  Lwidon,  for 
the  fum  of  647I.  3s.  id. :  andabout  a  month  after 
the  palling  of  this  patent,  Southwark  was'  made 
one  of  the  city  wards,  named-  Bridge  Ward 
Without,  in  confideration  of  the  city's  paying  to 

the 
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the  crown  an  additional  fum  of  500  marks; 
upon  which,  the  number  of  aldermen  was  in- 
creafcd  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-fix,  a  new 
one  being  chofen  to  govern  that  borough.  Hence 
Southwark  has  ever  fince  been  confidered  as  fub- 
}edt  to  the  lord-mayor,  who  has  under  him  a 
fteward  and  bailiff,  the  former  of  whom  regu- 
larly holds  a  court  of  record,  in  the  hall  on 
St.  Maiigaret's  hill,  for  all  debts,  damages,  and 
trefpaffes  within  his  limits  ;  and  the  lord  mayor 
proclaims  a  fair  held  at  Southwark  on  the  i  jth 
of  September. 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts  ;  the  Borough  Li- 
berty, in  which  the  lord  mayor^s  fteward  or  bai- 
liff holds  the  above  courts;  and  the  Clink,  ot 
Manor  of  Southwark,  which  is  fubdividcd  into 
the  Great  Liberty,  the  Guildhall,  and  the  King's 
Manor ;  for  each  of  which  fubdivifions,  a  court- 
leet  is  held,  where  the  conflables,  ale-conners,  and 
flefh-t  fters,  are  chofen,  and  other  bufinefs  tranf- 
aded.  The  Clink  Liberty  is  under  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  who,  befides  a  court- 
leet,  keeps  a  court  of  record  here,  by  his  fteward 
and  bailiff,  for  pleas  of  debt,  damages,  and  tref- 

palTes. 
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pafles.    Court-leecs  are  alfo  kept  at  Bermondfejr 
and  Rotherhithe.  ■ ,        .    i 


The  militafy  government  of  Southwark  is 
under  the  lord-licutenant  of  the  county  of  Surrey/' 
and  eleven  deputy-lieutenants.  . 

Opposite  the  weft  end  of  St.  George's 
<^urch  was  anciently  a  magnificent  ftruifhire, 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  which  Coming 
to  Henry  VIII.  he  eredled  a  mint  in  it  for  the 
coining  of  money  j  it  being  afterwards  pulled 
down  and  converted  into  ftreets,"  they  ftill  re- 
tained the  name  j  and  it  being  a  privileged 
place,  it  became  a  harbour  for  bankrupts  and 
debtors,  to  which  they  fled,  in  order  to  defraud 
their  creditors. 

Though  the  privily  of  this  place  was  taken 
away  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  they  ftill  kept 
their  ftation,  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  of  the 
civil  power,  till  an  ad  of  parliament  was  made  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  George  I. 
which  obliged  them  to  difperfe. 

In 
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In  t3m  borou^  were  ancientljr  a  inlmbcf  of 
brothels^  called  the  ftews,  fituated  on  the  baitk-« 
fide,  Southwark,  and  licenfed  by  the  bifhop  of 
Wincbeften     At  firft  there  were  eighteen  pf 
thefe  houicsj   but  afterwards  twelre  were  only 
Allowed.     They  flood  in  a  row,  and  had  iigns  oa 
their  fronts  facing  the  Thames,  which  were  not 
hung  out,  but  painted  on  the  walls ;  as  the  Car-% 
dinal's  Hat,  the  Crofs-keys,  the  Bell,  the  Caftle^ 
the  Swan,  the  Boar's  Head,  &c*     Thefe  houfes 
ivere  under  very  ftrid  regulations,  confirmed  by 
ad  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL 
which  were  to  be  obfervedi  under  the  penalty 
of  fufFering  great  pains  and  puniftiments.    No 
fingle   woman,   defirous  of  forfaking  her  fins^ 
was  to  be  kept  againft  her  will ;  and  every  lewd 
Woman  was  forbidden  the  rites  of  the  church- 
tod  denied  Chriftian  burial,  if  fhe  was  not  recon- 
ciled to  the  church  before  her  death.     Hence 
there  was  a  plot  of  ground,  termed  the  finglc 
woman's  church-yard,  appointed  for  thefe  lewd 
Women^  at  a  diftaiice  from  the  parifli-church. 
Thefe  lewd  houfes  were  put  down  by  order  of 
King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  year  1546,  when  it  was 
{)roclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet,  that  the  ftews 

ihould 
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{hould  be  no  longer  privileged  arid  ufed  as  com-* 
moti  brothels. 

CORPORATIOM. 

Ic  is  under  the  jurifdiiftion  of  the  corporation 
of  London. 

RiOHT  ot  Election* 

1702,  to  Nov.  Is  only  in  the  inhabitants 
thereof  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

1714,  39  June.  "  That  the  perfens  inhabiting 
in  the  Mint,  or  rules  of  the  Qtieen'a-Bench,  in 
the  borough  of  Southwark,  and  paying  a  rent  of 
ten  pounds  per  annum,  or  ii^pwapds,  have  not  a 
right  to  vote,  though  they  do  pay  fcot  and  loS 
within  the  faid  borough." 

It  palled  in  the  negative. 

Reticivhino  OincB^. 
The^Uff. 

NtTHBER  OF  Voters* 

Nineteen  hundreds 
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BLETCHINGLY. 

THIS  borough,  which  confifts  of  about  fixty 
fmall  houfes,  is  a  proper  companion  to  Gatton^ 
from  which  it  is  not  more  than  three  miles 
diftant.  The  right  of  voting  is  burgage-tenurc, 
and  the  lord  of  the  manor's  bailiff  was  the 
returning-officer ;  but  by  the  laft  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  1723,  he  was  de- 
prived of  that  office ;  and  the  borough  has  now 
the  fingularity  of  fending^  two  members  to  par- 
liament, without  a  mayor,  conftable,  or  any 
other  legal  officer,  who  can  claim  the  cxclufive 
cxercife  of  that  authority;  We  have  feveral 
inftances  of  boroughs  without  electors,  but  this 
is  the  only  one  that  prefents  itfelf  without  a 
returning-officer.  ^ 

Sir  Robert  Clayton  is  fole  proprietor  of  the 
majority  of  burgage-tenures,  and  of  courfe  has 
the  appointment  of  the  reprefentatives. 

Ancient  JState. 

Ketchingly  is  a  borough-town,  which  has  no 
market,  though  it  fends  two  members  to  par- 
liament. 
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liament.  It  had  a  caftle,  which  was  long  fince 
demolifticd  by  the  forces  of  Henry  III.  at  which 
time  the  town  itfelf  was  laid  in  ruins.  The 
place  where  the  caftle  flood  is  now  a  coppice ; 
but  forac  remains  of  it  are  ftiU  vifible,  parti- 
cularly A.  piece  of  a  wall,  five  feet  thick,  from 
whence  there  is  a  profpcil  into  SufleJc  and 
Hamplhire* 

"rtiis  place  fent  to  Parliament  23  Edward  I. 

Right  of   Election. 
Is  in  the  borough-holders  only,  without  the 
bailiff. 

Returhiko  Officer. 
NONE. 

Nuj^BER  OF  Voters. 
The  number  of  buigage-holds  are  90,  but  arc 
all  the  property  of  an  individual. 

Patron. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton. 

Vol.  hi.  C  RYEGATE. 


l8  R  Y  E  C  A  T  E. 


RYEGATE. 

« 

THE  right  of  voting  is  in  the  freeholders 
of  the  borough.  The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  and 
Lord  Somers  have  bought  up  all  the  freeholds  in 
it,  each  of  whom  appoints  an  attorney  in  the 
town  as  their  agents,  as  well  in  eledions  as  other 
bufinefs.  The  property  being  nearly  equally 
divided  between  thefe  two  noblemen,  each  pro- 
cures the  return  of  one  member  for  a  near  rela- 
tion or  a  particular  friend.  The  former  noble- 
man's brother,  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Sydney  Yorke, 
and  the  latter's  fon,  the  Hon.  John  Somers 
Cocks,  are  the  prefent  members.  This  circum- 
ftance  alone  is  fufficient  to  prove  where,  and  in 
what  degree,  influence  and  authority  prevail  here,, 
and  how  far  the  eledors  are  fuffcred  to  exercife 
their  judgment  and  their  choice  in  the  cledion  of 
their  reprefentatives. 

Ancient  State. 

Reygate,  or  Ryegate,  is  a  town  fcatcd  in  a 
pleafant  valley  called  Holmfdale,  from  the  holm- 
trees  that  abound  in  it.     The  name  of  this  town, 

which 
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\vhich  in  Saxon  fignifies  the  courfe  or  channel  of 
a  river,  was  given  to  it  from  its  being  featcd  on 
a  branch  of  the  river  Mole.  There  was  here  a 
very  ancient  caflle,  which,  in  the  time  of  the 
civil  wars,  was  in  the  poflelfion  of  Lord  Monfon, 
'  who  forfeited  it  to  the  crown  for  treafonable  prac- 
tices. Charles  II.  at  his  reftoration,  granted  the 
manor  and  caftle  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of 
York  J  and  at  the  Revolution,  King  William 
granted  them  to  Lord  Somers,  upon  whofe  death 
it  came  to  James  Cox,  cfq.  who  was  then  one  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  this  town  in  parliament. 
The  ruins  of  this  caftle,  which  was  built  in  the 
time  of  the  Saxons,  are  ftill  vifible,  particularly  a 
long  vault,  which  has  a  room  at  the  end  of  it, 
in  which,  we  are  told,  the  barons  who  took  arms 
againft  king  John  had  their  private  meetings. 

This  town  gives  title  of  baron  to  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough. 

Under  the  hill,  adjoining  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  town,  is  a  great  houfe,  which  was  formerly  a 
priory  of  Black  Canons,  founded  by  William 
Warren,  earl  of  Surrey,  about  the  year  124.5. 
It  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
C  2  Holy 
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Holy  Crofs ;  and  at  the  dilTolutian,  its  revenue 
was  valued  at  77I.  14s.  i  id.  per  annum.     It  vras 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  was  after- 
wards fold  to  Sir  John  Parfons,  lord-mayor  of 
London,    and    was   lately  in  the   pofleflion    of 
Mr.  Parfons,  Sir  John's  grandfon. 

This  borough  fent  23  Edw.  I. 

Right  or  Electiont. 
In  the  freeholders. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Number  of  Voters. 

About  200  freeholds  ;  now  the  property  of  thr 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  Lord  Somers. 

Patrons. 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  Lord  Somers, 
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THE  right  of  cleAion  in  this  borough  is  o,f  a 
very  peculiar  kind,  and  differs  from  all  others 
in  the  kingdom,  being  in  the  freemen  and  free- 
holders paying  fcor  and  lot,  and  refident  in  the 
town. 

The  majority  of  the  freeholds  is  the  property  of 
Lord  Onflow  and  Lord  Grantley,  and  the  num- 
ber of  voters  not  exceeding  one  hundred.  They 
have  been  confidered  for  fomc  years  paft  to  have 
had  the  nomination  of  its  members,  until  the 
laft  general  eledion,  when  Mr.  Sumner  oppofed 
the  brother  of  the  latter,  and  was  fuccefsful 
only  by  a  majority  of  three  votes  ;  but  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that,  at  a  future  elecUon,  Lord  Grantley 
will  regain  his  former  intercfl.  The  corporation 
of  this  town,  which  conliiU  of  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, feven  aldermen,  and  an  indcrmite  num- 
ber of  bailiffs,  is  in  the  intcrcft  of  Lord  Onflow, 
who  has  very  liberally  provided  for  feveral  of 
them  in  different  dcpartments-under  government. 
This  place,  like  Circnccltcr,  Shrewfbury,  Lewes, 
C3  &c. 
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&c.  &c.  is  not  more  than  half  of  it  within  the 

/ 

limits  of  the  borough. 

Ancient  State. 

Guilford,  or  Guildford,  which  is  feated  on 
the  river  Wey,  thirty  miles  fouth-weft  of  Lon- 
don, was  in  the  Saxon  times  a  royal  villa,  given 
by  king  Alfred  to  lus  nephew  Ethelwald.  The 
ruinous  walls  of  an  old  caftle,  which  are  of  a 
prodigious  thicknefs,  are  flill  vifible.  This  town 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  rcfidencc  of  the  South- 
Saxon  kings.     In  1036,  prince  Alfred,  the  fon 

'  of  king  Etheldred,  coming  out  of  Normandy, 
with  fix  hundred  attendants,  to  claim  the 
crown  of  England,  is  faid  to  have  been  fcized, 
and  very  ill  treated,  by  the  treachery  of  God- 

.  win,  earl  of  Kent.  After  the  conqueft,  it  con-, 
tinued  a  confiderable  place  ;  and  here  king 
John  kept  his  birth-day,  probably  in  the  caftle. 
In  the  year  1216,  this  caftle,  with  many  others^ 
was  taken  by  Lewis,  dauphin  of  France.  In 
1 267,  the  cuftody  of  it  was  committed  to  WiU 
liam  Aquillon,  ftieriff  of  Si^rrey  and  Suffex.  Since 
that  time  it  has  probably  been  neglecfted^  and 
gradually  fun)c  into  ruins. 

This 
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This  town,  which  was  incorporated  by  King 
Henry  I,  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  noble 
femiJy  of  North,  and  fcnd»  two  members  to 
parliament. 

This  bcii^  the  county-town,  the  aflizes  are 
frequently  held  here,  and  always  the  eledlion  for 
knights  of  the  Ihir-e. 

Tliis  borough  fent  members  to  parliament 
anno  23  Ed.  I. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  Henry  VIII.  it  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  fcven  m^ftrates,  and  fixteen  bailiffs. 

Right  of  Eiection.    : 

1699,  24  April.  Is  only  in  the  freemen  and 
freeholders  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  rcfident  in 
the  town, 

1710.  3  Feb.  It  was  agreed  that  one  who 
had  ferved  feven  years  to  a  freeman,  was,  ipjo 
faSto^  a  freeman. 

C4  Reti/rh- 
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Returning  OpFiCEat 
The  mayor. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty, 

Patrons^ 
Lord  Onflow  and  Lord  Grantley. 


GATTON, 

THIS  borough,  which  now  confifts  only  of 
two  houfes,  was  the  property  of  the  unfortunate 
Sir  George  Colebrooke :  at  the  time  of  his  failure, 
it  was  fold  by  the  aflignecs,  under  his  commillion^ 
to  Lord  Newhaven,  who  afterwards  difpofed  of 
it  to  Meflrs.  Percy  and  Graham,  Since  the 
year  1786,  it  has  been  purchafcd  and  repurchafcd 
by  three  or  four  different  perfons,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Currie,  efq.  one  of  it^ 
prefent  members,  and  Robert  Ladbroke,  efq. 
The  returning  officer  is  the  conftable  appointed 
at  the  court-Ieet  of  the  two  proprietors.  In  this 
cafe,  the  conftituent  and  reprcfentative  body,  who 
^re  the  faine  in  number,  may  alfo  poflibly  be 
the  fame  perfons,  as  they  would  have  the  power 
to  elert  each  other.     This^  among  many  others, 

is 
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is  a  linking  inflancc  of  the  prcfcnt  fallacious 
.and  inadequate  iVate  of  reprcfciitation,  and  fiicws 
the  indifpenftblc  necefiity  of  applying  fomc  im-- 
jncdiatc  remedy  to  an  evil  of  fuch  an  enor- 
mous magnitude. 

Ancient  State. 
This  place,  which  is  of  very  ancient  date,  wai 
formerly  a  confiderablc  town,  though  now  re- 
duced to  a  fmall  village.  From  the  number  of 
.coins  and  other  antiquities  found  here,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  h^ve  been  a  Roman  flation.  It  was 
once  deftroyed  by  the  Danes;  and  old  authors 
tell  us  it  was  formerly  a  market-town ;  but  wc 
have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  day  on  which  rhc 
market  was  held. 

This  village  firft  began  to  fend  members 
?9Men.  VI. 

Right  of  Election. 

1628,  26  March.  Is  in  the  inhabitants ;  and  the 
return  made  by  them  being  adjudged  good,  was 
(by  the  then  pcticioncrj  infifted  to  be  in  the  inha- 
bitants not  receiving  alms,  and  in  the  freeholders 
having  fuch  freehold  in  their  own  occupation. 

15  Dec. 
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1696,  December  15.  Was  (by  the  then  fitting 
member)  infifted  to  be  in  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants paying  fcot  and  lot ;  and  he  was  adjudged 
duly  elecflcd. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  lord's  conftable. 

Number  of  Voters. 
TWO. 

Patrons. 

Robert  Ladbroke,  efq.  and  William  Curric, 
cfq. 


HASLEMERE. 

THE  right  of  eledlion  here  is  in  the  freeholders 
of  melTuagcs,  lands,  or  tenements,  lying  within 
the  borough  and  manor  of  Haflernere.  Thefc 
freeholds,  in  which  the  right  is  vefled,  were  for- 
merly the  property  of  the  families  of  Oglethorpe 
and  Molyneux;  of  whom  they  were  purchafed 
by  Mr.  Chandler,  an  attorney  of  Guildford,  who 
fold  them  to  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale,  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  the  borough. 

4  This 
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This  borough  has  been  formerly  the  caufe  of 
much  litigation  and  conteft.  A  petition  of  William 
Burke,  efq.  and  Henry  Kelly,  efq.  was  tried  by  a 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  1775, 
againft  the  return  of  Thomas  More  Molyneux, 
efq.  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell,  the  fitting  members. 
The  complaint  was  againfl:  fplitting  and  dividing 
freeholds  ;  a  practice  very  commoil  in  all  freehold 
and  burgagehold  boroughs,  where  the  property  is 
not  poffeflcd  by  an  individual.  The  commjttep 
determined  in  favour  of  the  fitting  members. 


Ancient  State. 

Hademerc,  which  Hands  on  the  borders  of 
Suflex,  forty-one  miles  fouth-wcft  of  London,  is 
an  ancient  place,  and  had  formerly  feven  parilh- 
churches,  which  were  defl:royed  by  the  Danes, 
though  now  it  has  no  more  than  one,  which  is 
only  a  chapel  of  eafe  to  Chiddingfold,  a  village 
about  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  it.  It  is  an  ancient 
borough  by  prefcription. 

This  borough  firft  began  to  return  members 
anno  27  Eliz. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

i66r.  May  20.  The  inhabitant  freeholders 
in  the  borough  have  only  votes  in  eledlions. 

1698,  Feb.  9.  Was  agreed  to  be  in  the  ffee- 
holders  rcfident  within  the  borough. 

1755,  April  24.  In  the  determination  of  166 1, 
by  the  word  ^^  freeholders*^  is  meant  only  free- 
holders of  meffuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  lying 
within  the  borough  and  manor  of  Haflemere, 
whether  the  fame  pay  to  the  lord  of  the  faid  bo- 
rough and  manor  or  not,  exclufive  of  any  lands 
or  tenements,  which  are,  or  have  been,  parcel  of 
the  wafte  ground  of  the  faid  borough  and  manor, 
or  many  mefluages  or  buildings,  which  are  or 
Ihall  be  (landing,  or  being  thereon. 

17 13,  March  3  and  4.  Petition  of  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe rejected,  for  not  being  figned  by  himfelf, 
The  like  relating  to  Wigan, 

Returning  Officer. 

The  bailiff,  who  is  annually  chofen  at  the  lord's 

Icet. 

Number 
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Number  of  Voters. 
About  fixty. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Lonfdale. 


SUSSEX. 

Political  Character 

THIS  county  was  confidered  formerly  as 
entirely  under  the  influence  of  ariftocracy : 
but  the  contrary  to  this  was  evinced  in  1774. 
The  independent  part  of  the  counry,  being  ^t 
that  time  much  diflatisfied  with  the  conduit  of 
adminiftration,  in  attempting  to  procure  a  return 
for  a  candidate  of  their  own  nomination,  contrary 
to  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  exerted  themfelves 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  convinced  them  that  their 
unanimity  and  abilities,  when  called  forth  into 
a(5lion,  would,  when  fimilar  encroachments  were 
made  upon  their  rights,  be  equally  certain,  as 
well  as  deferving,  of  fimilar  fuccefs. 

They 
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They  entered  into  voluntary  fubfcriptions^  for 
the  fupport  of  their  caufe>  and  propofed  Sir 
Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon,  bart.  in  oppofition 
to  Sir  James  Peachy,  the  court  candidate.  The 
contcft  was  carried  on  with  unabating  diligence 
and  vigour  on  both  (ides,  for  a  continuation 
of  twenty-eight  days ;  when  a  great  majority  was 
declared  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon, 
in  whofe  perfon  the  honeft  and  independent  yeo- 
men of  the  county  obtained  an  entire  and  com- 
plete vidlory  over  the  mandates  of  minifterial 
delpotifm*  There  is,  however,  much  arifto- 
cratical  influence  prevailing  here,  ariling  from 
the  refidencies  and  eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Duke  of  Dorfet,  the  Earl  of  Afli- 
burnham.  Earl  of  Abergavenny,  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  and  Lord  Pelham.  There  has  been 
jio  contefted  eledion  for  this  county  fince 
1774.  The  reprefentation  atprefent  is  divided  ; 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelham  voting  uniformly 
with  the  oppofition,  and  Charles  Lenpx,  efq. 
with  adminiftration. 

Ancient  State. 

Suflex,  which  is  a  corruption  of  the  ancient 
Saxon  name  Suthfex,  fignifying  the  country  of 

the 
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the  South  Saxons,  formed,  at  the  arrival  of  the 
Romans,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Regni. 
After  it  was  conquered  by  thofe  invaders,  they 
formed  the  Military  Way  called  Stone-ftreet,  which 
has  been  traced  out  of  Surrey,  through  this  county, 
tx)  Arundel ;  and  at  Villinghurft,  fouth-weft  of 
Horfham,  there  are  ftill  noble  remains  of  it.  In 
this  county  they  had  feveral  ftations ;  Roman 
coins  '  and  pavements,  with  a  large  Roman 
camp,  and  other  antiquities,  have  been  found 
here.  In  the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy 
it  conftituted  the  principal  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  the  South  Saxons  ;  and  upon  the  fall 
of  that  monarchy,  it  became  fubjed:  to  the  king- 
dom of  Mercia.  About  the  year  800,  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  having  reduced  the 
kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy  under  his  government, 
appointed  certain  earls  to  be  governors  of  the 
feveral  counties,  and  gave  them  a  palatine  jurif- 
diftion ;  yet  we  do  not  find  he  appointed  any 
here,  though  there  were  feveral  earls  who  had 
large  pofTeflions  in  this  county.  In  Ihort,  the 
Norman  Conqueror,  here,  as  in  other  counties, 
difpofcd  of  the  moft  valuable  eftates  of  the 
Saxons,  which  he  gave  to  his  own  kindred,  and 
the  great  commanders  of  his  army. 

Suflex 
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« 

Suflex  i;s  divided  into  fix  rapes,  which  afe  gcf- 
neral  divifions  peculiar  to  this  county  ;  and  each 
of  thefe  rapes  is  faid  to  have  anciently  had  its 
particular  river,  foreft,  and  caftle.  Thefe  rapes 
are  fubdivided  into  fixty-five  hundreds  j  in  which 
are  contained  one  city,  fixteen  market-towns,  and 
two  ancient  boroughs,  which  are  ancient  corpo- 
rations, but  have  no  market.  Thefe  are  the  city 
of  Chichefter,  with  the  market-towns  of  Arundel, 
Battel,  Brighthelmftone,Cuckfield,  Eaft  Grinftead, 
Haftings,  Haylftiam,  Horfham,  Lewes,  Mid- 
hurrt,  Petworth,  Rye,  New  Shoreham,  Steyning, 
.Terring,  and  Winchelfea,  with  the  boroughs  of 
Bramber  and  Seaford,  that  have  no  markets.  It 
is  feated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  dio-^ 
cefe  of  Chichefter,  contains  three  hundred  and 
forty-two  parifties,  and  fends  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers to  parliament ;  namely,  two  reprefentatives 
for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Chi- 
chefter, two  burgefles  for  each  of  the  following 
boroughs,  Lewes,  Horftiam,  New  Shoreham, 
Midhurft,  Arundel,  Eaft  Grinftead,  Steyning, 
Bramber,  and  two  barons  for  each  of  the  cinque- 
ports  of  Rye,  Haftings,  Winchelfea,  and  Sea- 
ford. 

CHICHESTER. 
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CHICHESTER. 

PoLiTicAi.  Character* 
THIS  city  was  many  years  under  the  dictation 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  whofe  political  inter- 
ference was  fubmittcd  to  with  much  reludance 
by  the  eIc(5tors.'  Upon  the  death  of  General  Kep- 
pel,  in  1782,  an  attempt  was  made  to  oppofe  the 
Duke's  nomination  of  the  Hon.  Ptrcy  Windham^ 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  E^rahont,  but  without 
fuccefs.  Mr.  Brian  Edwards,  who  was  the  can- 
didate in  oppofitioil  to  Mr.  Windbamj  however, 
loft  his  eledlion,  by  being  in  a  minority  of  only 
eight  votes.  At  the  cnfuing  general  dedipn  of 
1784,  the  independent  eledors  triumphed  in  the 
choice  of  George  White  Thomas,  efq.  one  of  the 
prefcntreprefentatives  i  and,  at  the  laft  dillblution 
of  patliamcnt  in  1790,  they  became  powerfiil 
enough  to  carry  both  the  members.  ■  Mr.  Steele, 
the  reprefentative  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  in- 
tereft,  attempted  to  divide  the  phalanx  of  uninflu- 
enced electors,  by  canvafling  upon  his  oitm  interefi^ 
without  the  appearance  of  ariftocratical  fupport  j 
but  this  was  found  to  be  too  inOgniticant,  even 
to  countenance  the  manoeuvre.  The  irienda  of 
Vol.  III.  D  Mr./ 
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Mr.  Thomas^  who  were  now  become  a  dccifive 
majprity  of  the  inhabitants^  for  the  fake  of 
prefcrving  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  city, 
and  ro  avoid  thofe  ruinous  expences  which 
generally  attend  a  con  tell  with  influence  and 
,  power,  made  a  voluntary  offer  of  admitting 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  recommend  one  of 
the  members,  if  he  would  engage  to  leave  the 
other  to  their  own  choice.  This  offer  was 
accepted  by  his  Grace :  and  Mn  Steele  pub- 
lifhed  a  letter,  difclaiming  all  pretenfions  to 
the  honour  he  afpired  at,  upon  thb  foundation 
of  his  own  merits,  and  modeftly  acknowledged 
his  gratitude  to  thofe  of  a  fuperior  fource. 

The  corporation  arc  all  in  the  intereft  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  who  is  high  fteward ;  and 
his  brother.  Lord  George  Henry  Lenox,  is  one  of 
*  the  aldermen. 

.T 

Ancient  State. 

Chichefter  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lavant,  by 
which  is  furrounded  on  every  fide  but  the  north, 
at  the  diftance  of  fixty-three  miles  from  London; 
it  is  a  neat,  compad  city,  of  great  antiquity ; 

feeming 
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Teeming  to  have  been  of  fomfi  ftrength  in  the  tiflie 
of  the  Britons,  when  it  was  called  Caercei.  That 
it  was  aRomanftaEion.theantiquities  there  leave  no 
room  to  doubt.  In  digging  a  cellar  under  the  cor- 
ner houfe  of  St.  Martin's  lane,  in  the  year  1 7  rj, 
a  ftone  wfls  dug  up,  with  an  infcription,  which, 
though  fomewhat  defaced  by  the  pickaxes  of  the 
labourers,  and  broke  into  four  pieces,  plainly  in- 
timated, that  it  was  part  of  the  foundation  of  a 
temple,  ereded  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Clau- 
dius,and  dedicated  to  Neptuncand  Minerva.  Clofc 
towhichftoneweredifcovered  two  ftone  walls  three 
feet  thic£,  one  running  north,  the  other  eaft,  and 
joining  in  an  angle,  which  in  all  probability  were 
part  of  the  foundations  of  the  above-mentioned 
temple.  A  great  number  of  Roman  coins  have 
been  found  here,  and  in  1727,  a  curious  piece  of 
Roman  pavement  was  difcovered  in  the  garden  of 
the  bifliop's  palace:  thefe  circumftances,  with 
the  appearance  of  a  military  way  leading  towards 
Southampton,  induced  Mr.  Horfiey  to  conclude 
that  this  city  was  the  Regnum  of  Antoninus.  It  was 
rebuilt  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons  by  Cifla,  the 
fecond  king  of  the  South  Saxons,  after  it  had  been 
deftroyed  by  fome  Saxon  and  Norwegian  pirates : 
Da  the 
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the  fa'mcf  prince  alfo  making  it  the  pla(;e  of  his 
refidence,  and  the  capital  of  his  kingdoiD^  itpb- 
tained  the  name  of  Ciflan  Ceafter,  which  fignjiies 
the  city  of  Cilia,  from  which  its  prefent  nam^  is 
derived.  When  the  kingdom  of  the  South-Saxons 
was  united  to  EfleXjthis  place  decayed ;  and  about 
the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueft  it  contained 
only  a  hundred  houfcs.  In  the  reign  of  WiUiam  I. 
it  was  made  a  bi (hop's  fee,  and  the  fecpnd  bifhop 
crecfted  a  cathedral,  which  was  foon  after  con- 
fumed  by  fire ;  in  the  reign  of  Heniy  h  it  was 
rebuilt,  and  fuffered  again  by  fire,  in  the  rdgn 
of  Richard  I.  when,  not  only  the  cathedral,  but  the 
greatefl:  part  of  the  city,  the  bifhop*s  palace,  and 
tlie  houfes  of  the  prebendaries,  were  confumed. 
Selfrid,  who  W2ls  then  bifhop^  by  his  wealth  and 
intercft,  reflored  the  church  and  city  to  their 
former  fplendour,  in  which  (late  it  dill  remains, 
without  having  fuffered  any  other  difafters  of  the 
like  kind.  This  cathedral,  which  is^  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  is  a  handfome,  though  finall 
flrudufe,  and  is  adorned  with  a  fpire,  much  ad« 
mired  for  itsi  ftrength  and  curious  workmanfhip. 
The  chapter  confifts  of  a  dean,  two  archdeacons, 
a  treafurer,  a  chancellor^  thirty-one  prebendaries, 
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a  chanter,  twelve  vicars-choral,  with  other  of- 
ficers. 

The  city  is  encompafled  by  a  ftone  wall,  which 
has  four  gates,  anfwering  to  the  four  cardinal 
points.  From  each  of  thefe  gates  is  a  ftreet,  that 
takes  its  name  from  the  gate,  and  terminates,  ^n 
the  market-place,  which  is  in  the  center  of  the 
city.  '    '  .    ■    .   ( 

Chichefter  had  an  ancient  monaftery  before  the 
^conqueft,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter ;  and  there  was 
alfo  a  nunnery,  long  before  the  fee  of  Selfey  was 
trinflated  hither.  In  the  north  part  of.  the  city 
was  an  hofpital  for  a  :  matter  and  feveral  poor 
brethren,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  by 
William,  dean  of  the  cathedral.  It  was  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  its  revenue  was.  valued, 
at  the  diflblution,  at  351^  6s.  3d.  a  year.  Near 
the:  north  gate  of  the  city,  was  a  monaftry  qf 
Grey  friars,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III, 
here  \vas  alfo  a  houfe  of  Black  friars, .  dedic£^ted 
to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Vincent,  faid  to  have  been 
founded  by  queen  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Edward  I. 
Hkewife  an  hofpital  for*  leprous  perfons^  dedi- 

P  3  c^tc^ 
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catcd  to  St.  James  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
founded  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  1.  but  at  the 
diflblution  its  revenue  was  valued  at  no  more  than 
4I.  1 4s.  I  od.  per  annunif 

William  Juxon,  a  pious  and  worthy  prelate  of 
the  feventeenth  century,  fuccefTively  bilhop  of 
Hereford  and  London,  and  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury, was  bom  in  the  year  1582,  at  Chichefter 
in  Suflex.  He  received  his  education  at  M§r-» 
chant-Taylors  fchool,  in  London,  and  at  St.  John's 
college,  in  Oxford.  For  fome  time  he  applied 
himfelf  to  the  civil  law,  and  took  the  degree  of 
bachelor  in  that  faculty;  but  turning  his  thoughts 
aftcwards  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity,  he  entered  into 
orders,  and  became  recflor  of  Somerton,  in  the 
county  of  Oxford.  In  1621  he  was  clefted  prefi- 
dent  of  Sr.  John's  college ;  and  in  1626  and  1627 
executed  the  office  of  vice-chancellor  of  the  uni- 
vcrfity.  About  the  fame  time  he  w^s  appointed 
one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary  to  king  Charles  I. 
who  promoted  him  to  the  deanery  of  Worccfter, 
and  made  him  clerk  of  his  clofet.  In  1633  he 
was  nominated  to  the  biftiopric  of  Hereford  j  and 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  was  tranflatcd 
to  the  fee  of  London,    So  f^r  his  preferments 

were 
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were  fuitable  to  his  charafter,  and  feem  not  to 
have  given  umbrage  to  any  perfon  whatever ;  but 
his  exaltation  to  the  office  of  lord  high  treafurer, 
to  which  he  was  raifed  in  1635,  and  which  he 
owed  chiefly  to  the  intereft  of  archbiftiop  Laiid, 
excited  the  indignation  of  all  the  nobility.  It 
was  confefled,  however,  even  by  his  enemies,  that 
he  executed  that  important  poft  with  an  integrity 
and  ability,  which  had  hardly  ever  been  difplayed 
by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  office.  Nor  was  he 
lefs  remarkable  for  the  mildnefs  of  his  temper 
than  for  his  other  good  qualities ;  su)d  it  was  pro- 
bably on  account  of"  this  gentlenefs  of  his  diC 
pofition,  that  he  was  fufFered  to  continue  till  the 
year  1 649  in  the  polTeffion  his  bifhopric.  He  had 
always  enjoyed  the  favour  of  his  fovereign,  and, 
retained  it  to  the  lafl:.  He  attended  his  majefty 
upon  the  fcaffi^ld,  and  afterwards  accompanied 
his  body  to  Windfor.  Upon  the  reftoration  of 
Charles  II.  he  was  promoted  to  the  arbifhopric  of 
Canterbury,  which  he  held  about  three  years,  and 
dying  June  the  4th,  1663,  was  interred  in  th« 
chapel  of  St.  John's  college,  Oitford, 

This  city,  which  is  ^  county  of  itfelli  fent  to 
parliament  anno  23  Edward  I.  *   , 
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Corporation. 

By  charter  of  king  James  11.  it  is  governed  bjr 
amayor^  recorder,  and  38  common-councilmen^ 

Right  of  Ef  ECTipif    , 
In  the  inhabitants  paying  foot  and  lot. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Six  hundred  and  twenty. 

^     '         *  .          Patron. 
Duke  of  Richmond  partially. 


/    / 


HORSHAM. 


J     K 


Political  Character. 

THIS  town  is  among  the  firft  in  the  county  iq 
trade  and  number  of  inhabitants ;  but  the  right 
of  rfedlion  here,  as  in  many  other  towns  of  much 
larger  extent  in  this  country,  is  exclufivcly  in  the 

burgage- 
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burgagc-holders.  The'  nurfibif  of  (beft'bnrgagc- 
holds  is  twenty-five,  fourteen  of  which  are  the 
property  of  Lady  Irvine,  and  ekven  are  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk's,  At  the  laft  general  cledion, 
Timothy  Shelley,  efii.  and  Wilfon  Braddyll. 
efq.  were  candidates  in  the  Duke's  intereft,  and 
Lord  William  Gordon,  and  James  Baillie,  efq. 
were  fuf^rted  by:  Lady  Irvine.  The  numbers 
ph  the  poll  were, 

For  Timothy  Shelley,  efq.    —  25 

Wilfon  Braddyll,  efq.     —  24 

Lord  Williant  Gordon'  — ^  30 

James  Baillie,-  efq.        —  9 

In  confequence  of  which  the  two  former  were 
rctamed. 

I^rd  William  Gordon  and  Mr.  Baillie  pre- 
fented  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons;  the 
merits  of  which  being  tried  the  prcfent  feffioa 
before  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the 
petitioners  were  declared  to  be  duly  eleftcd, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  ;  and  they  ac- 
cordingly took  their  feats. 

The 
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The  votes  allowed  to  be  legal  by  the  com- 
mittec  were. 

For  Lord  William  Gordon    —  15 

James  Baillie,  tfq.        —  14 

Timothy  Shelley,  efq.      —  10 

Wilfon  Braddyll,  efq.       —  9 

The  two  bailiffs,  who  arc  the  returning- officers* 
arc  annually  chofen  at  the  court-l^et  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor. 

Ancient  State. 

Horfham,  which  is  faid  to  derive  its  name 
from  Horfa,  the  brother  of  Hengift  the  Saxon^ 
who  probably  refided  here,  is  one  of  the  largeft 
towns  in  the  coarity,  lituated  thirty-three  miles 
Ibutfa  by  weft  of  London,  and  has  a  very  fine 
church,  a  county-gaol,  and  a  well  endowed  free- 
ichool.  It  is  a  borough  town,  governed  by  two 
bailiffs,  annually  chofen  at  the  court-leet  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  by  a  jury,  who  return  four 
10  the  fteward  of  the  court,  out  of  which  number 
lie  nominates  two.  The  aflizcs  are  fometime^ 
held  here. 

This  borough  fent  to  parliament  at  the  fame 
time  Chichefler  did« 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

'  1715,  ,i6  June.    Is  in  all  fuch  perfons  as  have 

an  cftate  of  inheritance,  or  for  life,  in  burgage- 

houfes  or  burgage4ands  lying  within  the  faid 

borough. 

RETURNrsG  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Number  of  Voirrs. 
Twenty-five, 

Patrons. 
puke  of  Norfolk,  and  Lady  Vifcountcfs  Irvine 


Political  Character, 
THIS  is  a  borough,  which  has  the  privilc^ 
offending  two  members  to  parliament,  although 
there  is  not  a  tingle  houfe  Handing  within  the 
limits  of  it.  The  right  of  elc<5tion  is  in  one 
hundred  and  twenty  burgagcholds,  the  fituation 
of  which  is  diflinc^Iy  marked  at  prefent  by  the 
ppHtion  of  a  large  ftone  upon  each  of  them. 
There 
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There  is  no  part  of  the  town  of  Midhurft  built 
uponthefe  tenures ;  they  were  the  property  of  the 
late  Lord  Vifcount  Montagu,  who  made,  at  the 
time  of  an  eledlion,  a  temporary  alignment  of  a 
part  of  them,  either  to  fome  of  his  dohieftics  or 
particular  friends,  for  the  purpofe  of .  having 
thofe  members  returned  that  he  fhould  nominate. 
The  truftces  of  the  cftates  of  the  prefent  Lord 
fold  thefe  burgage-holds  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont  for  forty  thouf^nd^guineas,  whofc  brothers 
were  returned  for  this  borough  at  the  laft  general 
eledlion.  How  can  thefe  gentlemen  be  called 
rcprefentatives,  when  there  ^  is  not  fo  much  as 
one  folitary  individual  exifting  within  the  pre- 
cincSls  of  the  place,  to  make  a  conftituent  body  ? 
If  the  voice  of  the  nation  is  only  to  be  heard  in 
the  houfe  of  comnions,  ^ow  can  that  poflibly 
happen,  unlefs  it  be  its  real  reprelentative?  And 
whether  we  are  governed  contrary  to  our  incli- 
nations, or  by  perfons  to  whom  we  have  given 
no  fuch  commiflion,  we  are  equally  an  enflavcd 
people.  The  above  inftance  is  a  fufficient  con- 
vidion  of  the  mockery  of  our  reprefentation, 
and  of  the    want  of  fome  immediate   radical 


cure  for  fo  great  an  evih 


Anciknt 
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Anciewt  Stati. 

Midtiurfij  a  Saxoii  name^  which  signifies  Mid- 
dle-wood, is  a  pretty  large  town,  pleafantlyfituated 
on  a  hill,  furrounded  by  fcverai  others.  It  is  a 
borough  by  prefcription,  governed  by  a  baiiifi; 
annually  chofen  by  a  jury  at  the  court-leet,  and 
has  fent  members  to  parliameht  ever  fincc  the 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  in 
13"- 

RtGHT  OP  Election, 

In  the  burgage-holdcrs. 

Returning  Officers. 

The  fteward  and  bailiff. 

Number,  of  Voters. 
ONE. 

Patron, 
The  Earl  of  Egrcmont. 


LEWES. 

FoLiTiAL  Character,. 
TIIIS  town  was  never  incorporated ;  and  the 
right  of  voting  here  is  in  the  inhabitants  houfe- 
keepers 


keepers  paying  fcot  and  lot.     This  borough  wa  s 
formerly  under  the  abfolute  controul  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Newcaftle.   This  influence  his  Grace  ac- 
quired from  the  weight  of  property  which  he  pof- 
felled  here,  and  from  the  diftribution  of  fome 
employments  under  government,   of  which  he 
was  at  that  time  fole  manager.     In  1768  the  late 
Colonel  Hay,  'of  Glynde  Bourne  near  this  town, 
was  recommended  by  the  Duke,  as  one  of  the 
candidates  for  its  reprefentation ;  in  confequencc 
of  which  he  obtained  from  the  votfers,  a  promife 
of  their  fuffrages.     Immediately  after  this  tranf- 
aclion,  the  Duke  thought  proper  to  countermand 
his  former    recommendation,    and    accordingly 
withdrew  his  fandlion  from  Colonel  Hay,  and  gave 
it  to  Sir  Thomas  Miller,     The  people  however 
thought  themfelves  bound  in  honour  to  abide  by 
their  promifes;  and  Colonel  Hay,  conceiving  him- 
fclf  ill  treated  in  the  bufinefs,refolved  ro  ftand  the 
polL     Upon  the  day  of  eledion,  he  was  firmly 
fupported  by  his   friends,  who  gave  him  fixty 
fingle  votes,  and  obtained  for  him  (b  great  a  ma- 
jority over  his  opponent,  as  to  make  him  finally 
fuccefsful.     In  1780  there  was  a  crofs  poll,  when 
the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham,  Colonel  Hay,  and  Tho- 
mas Kemp,  efq.  of  this  borough,  were  candidates, 

each 
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each  of  whom  flood  upon  his  own  fcparate  in- 
tcrcft.  In  this  contcfl:  Mr.  Hay  was  unfucccfsful ; 
and  Mr.  Kemp  -was  returned  .  by  thfe  intcrcft 
which  had  always  fhcwn  itfelf  hoftile  to  that  of 
Lord  Pelham.  In  1784  Sir  Henry  Blackman, 
knight,  was  put  in  nomination,  to  reprcfent  this 
town,  by  the  famous  Mr.  Harben,  of  upftart  no- 
toriety, who,  not  withllanding  this  profeflion  of 
friendftiip,  on  the  day  of  election  deferted  and 
cruelly  betrayed  him:  upon  which  Sir  Henry 
reprefented  to  the  people  the  fitqation  into  which 
he  had  been  led  by  the  artifices  of  this  man,  in  fo  pa- 
thetic and  convincing  a  manner,  that  Mr.  Harben 
was  obliged  inflantfy  to  quit  the  hall,  amidft 
the  hiflcs  and  murmurs  of  his  fcllow-townfmen. 
At  the  lad  general  eleftion  there  was  an  union 
between  the  leading  men  in  the  independent 
party,  and  thofc  in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Pelham, 
which  Mr.  Shelly,  who  was  countenanced  by  ad- 
miniftration,  oppofed. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham    —    154 

♦ 

Thomas  Kemp,  efq.         —      149 
Henry  Shelly,  jun.cfq.      —       88 

Mr.  Kemp,  when  he  firft  offered  himfelf  a  can- 
didate, agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  confti- 

tution. 


tution^  pledged  himfelf  to  the  conftityents,  as  the 
kte  Alderman  Bull  did  to  the  city  of  lx)ndon, 
that  he  would  accept  of  neither  place,  penfion, 
gratuity,  nor  reward  of  any  kind  from  any  admi- 
niftration,  while  he  ihould  have  the  honour  of 
rcprefenting  them  in  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

Lewes,  which  is  feated  on  an  eminence  on  th^ 
weft  fide  of  the  river  Oufe,  on  the  edge  of  the 
Sotith  downs,  fifty-one  miles  fouth  of  London,  is 
a  plcafant  place,  and  one  of  the  largeft  and  ijioft 
populous  towns  in  the  county.  It  was  formerly 
fortified  with  a  caftle  and  walls,  of  which  thei-e 
are  fl:ill  fome  remains.  King  Athclftan  appointed 
two  mint-houXcs  in  this  town ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  it  had  one  hundred 
and  twenty-feven  burgefles.  It  is  a  borough  by 
prcfcription,  governed  by  two  coaftables,  annu- 
ally chofen  at  the  court-leet.  Here,  William  dc 
Warren,  earl  of  Surrey,  and  the  lady  Gundrcda 
his  wife,  in  the  year  1078,  founded  a  priory  of 
Cluniac  monks,  which  was  the  firft  and  principal 
houfe  of  the  order  in  England  :  in  after-times  it 
had.  many  noble  benefactors,  namely,  the  fuc- 
ceeding  earls  of  Surrey  and  others,  feveral  of 

whom,^ 
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whom,  with  their  ladi^,  _were  interred  here.  It 
comioued  a  cell  to  the  abb«y  of  Cluny  in  Bur- 
gundy, till  king  Edward  111.  made  it  independent. 
At  the  general  difiblution  its  revenues  were  valued 
by  Dugdale  at  920!.  4s.  6d.  a  year,  and  at  1091I. 
9s.  6d.  by  Speed.  It  wa3  granted,  with  all  its 
appendages,  to  Thonxaa  Lord  Cromwell ;  fince 
which  time  it  has  been  in  the  poflefllon  of  the 
Dukes  of  Dorfet  and  Earls  of  Thanet,  and  lately 
belonged  to  Edward  Trayton,efq.  It  had  aUb  a 
priory  of  Grey  Friars,  a  monaftry  detUcated  to 
St.  James,  for  thirteen  poor  brethren  and  fiftew. 
and  an  hofpiul  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  which 
at  the  time  of  the  diflblution  had  thirteen  poor 
brothers  and  fillers.  This  town  is  alfo  fiuQOUS 
in  hiftory  for  a  bloody  battle  fought  here  between 
Henry  III.  and  the  barons,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1 264.  The  royal  army  was  divided  into  three 
bodies  ;  that  on  the  right  commanded  by  prince 
Edward,  the  King  of  the  Romans  on  the  left,  and 
Henry  himfelf  headed  the  main  body.  The  ba- 
rons  army  was  divided  into  four  bodies :  the  firfl 
was  led  by  Henry  de  Montford,  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter's  fcm ;  the  Earl  of  Gloucester  commanded 
the  iecond  ;  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  the  third  i  and 
Vot.  III.  E  the 
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the  fourth,  cdnfifting  of  Londoners,  was  com- 
manded by  Nicolas  Scagrave.  Prince  Edward 
began  the  fight  by  attacking  the  Londoners,  who, 
not  hting  able  to  ftand  fo  vigorous  a  charge,  im- 
mediately fkd,  when  the  prince,  refolving  to 
revenge  an  affront  offered  to  the  queen  his  mo- 
ther, by  the  Lonon  mob,  purfued  them  about 
four  miles,  without  giving  them  any  quarter. 
Mean  while  the  Earls  of  Lcicefter  and  Gloucefter 
gained  the  fame  advantage  over  Henry  and  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  whofe  troops  being  put  to 
flight,  Henry  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  arid  Richard  to  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter, 
and  were  inftantly  conduced  to  the  priory  of 
Lewes,  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  caftle,  which 
was  kept  by  fbme  of  the  king's  troops.  To  this 
place  the  foldiers  of  the  royal  army  fled,  in  order 
to  fecure  themfclves  in  the  caftle ;  but  feeing  the 
town  in  the  power  of  the  barons,  the  two  kings 
made  prifoners,  and  thcmfelves  furrounded  on  all  • 
fides,  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  furrendered 
at  difcretion.  Prince  Edward,  returning 'in  tri- 
umph from  thepurfuit  of  the  Londoners,  finding, 
to  his  great  amazement,  the  royal  army  dill 
perfcd,  and  the  two  kings  were  taken  prifoners, 
relblved  to  exert  himfelf  to  fctthemat  liberty; 

but 
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but  Ilia  ttobps  being  too  much  intimidated  to  fe- 
cond  his  ardour^  he  was  obliged  to  accept  & 
conditions,  ahd  c6nfent  th^t  himfelf,  and  Henry 
hi&  coufin.  Ton  to  the  King  of  the  Romans,  Ihould 
remain  as  hoftagcs  in  the  cuftody  of  the  baronsi 
till  all  their  differences  were  fettled  by  thcautho- 
l-ity  of  parliament. 

This  towii  fent  to  parliament  33  Edw.  I; 

Right  op  Election; 
'  73  5»  8  May.  Is  in  the  inhabitants,  being  houfe- 
holdcrs,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houle,  nem.  con. 

Returnirg  Officers. 
The  conftables. 

Number,  ot  VotEfts^ 
About  ttto  hundred  and  forty. 

PAtRON. 

Lord  Pelham,  partiallyi 


&mR&^ 
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SHOREHAM. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough  has  rendered  itfelf  more  confpi- 
cuous  than  mod  others,  by  a  remarkable  fcene  of 
corruption,  which  was  brought  to  light  before  a 
committee  in  the  houfe  of  commons  in  ,the  year 
1 77 1 .  The  returning  officer  had  returned  a  can- 
didate with  only  37  votes,  in  prejudice  to  another 
who  had  87 ;  of  which  he  had  queried  76,  and 
made  his  return  withdut  eitomining  the  validity 
of  the  votes  he  had  fo  queried. 

It  appeared,  from  the  defence  made  by  the  of- 
ficer, that  a  majority  of  freemen  of  that  borough 
had  formed  themfelves,  into  a  fociety,  under  the 
name  of  the  Chriftian  Club  ;  the  apparent  ends  of  ^ 
which  inftitution  were  to  promote  adls  of  charity 
and  benevolence,  and  to  anfwer  fuch  other  pur- 
pofes  as  were  fuitable  to  the  import  of  its  name. 
Under  this  fandiori  of  piety  and  religion,  and  the 
cover  of  occafional  ads  of  charity,  they  profaned 
'  that  facred  name,  by  making  it  a  ftale  for  carrying 
on  the  word  purpofcs ;  making  a  traffic  of  their 
oaths  and  confciences,  and  fetting  their  borough 
to  fale  to  the  higheft  bidder;  whic  the  reft  of  the 
freemen  were  deprived  of  every  legal  benefit  from 

their  votes. 

The 
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The  members  of  this  fociety  were  bound  to 
ftcrecy,  and  to  each  other,  by  qaths,  writiiigs, 
bonds  with  large  penalties,  and  all  the  ties  that 
could  llrengthen  thdr  compaA :  aiid  .carried 
on  this  traffic  by  the  means  of  a  feledl  committee, 
who,  under  pretence  of  fcniples  of  coEjciencc, 
never  appeared  or  voted  at  any  eleai9ns  thcmr 
felves ;  but,  having  notwithftanding  fold  the  bo- 
rough, and  received  the  ftipulatedprice.-they.gave 
dire<3uons  to  the  rcA  how  to  vote  j  and  by  this 
complicated  evaGon,  the  employers  and  their 
agents,  having  fully  fatisfied  their  confcioice, 
fliared  the  money  as  foon  as  the  eledlion  was  over, 
without  any  fcruple.. 

The  returnit^  officer  had  belonged- to, this  ib- 
ciety  J  and  having  taken  fome  diTguft  to  his  aflb- 
ciates,  he  quitted  the  party.  The  majority  of  legal 
voters  which  heobjeAed  to,  was,  he  faid,  in  part 
owing  to  his  experimental  knowledge  of  their  cor- 
ruption, and  partly  founded  upon  fpveral  im- 
proper ads  which  had  come  within  his  knowledge 
as  magiftrate  upon  the  late  elet^ion :  particularly 
an  affidavit'  of  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney which  had  been  diftributed  among  them. 
Upon  thefe  grounds ,  though  they  had  the 
hardinefs  to  take  the  oath  againft  bribery  and 
corruption,  he  looked  upon  them  as  difqualificd ; 
E  3  and 
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and  having,  belides,  taken  the  opinion  of  counfel, 
which,  it  fcems,  coincided  with  his  own,  he  re^ 
turned  the  candidate  who  had  the  foialler  number 
of  votes,  as  they  were  free  from  thefe  objcftions, 

Upon  thefe  principles,  and  his  not  adling  in.- 
tentionally  wrong,  the  officer  refted  his  plea  of 
juftification  for  the  illegality  of  his  conduct.  As 
the  aflumption  of  fuch  an  aft  of  power  by  a  rcr 
turning  officer,  upon  whatever  principle  it  W2^ 
founded,  would,  however,  have  been  a  precedent 
of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency,  he  was  accord- 
ingly taken  into  cuftody ;  but,  in  confideration  of 
the  circumftances  in  his  favour,  and  of  his  bringr- 
ing  fo  infamous  a  combination  to  light,  he  was 
difchargedy  after  receiving  a  reprimand,  upon  his 
knees,  from  the  fpeaker,  in  the  prefcnce  of  the 
houfc. 

As  this  combination  was  of  too  flagrant  a  nature 
to  be  overlooked,  and  the  fclcdl  committee  had 
not  ppwer  to  proceed  any  further  in  it,  they  re- 
ported the  whole  matter  to  the  houfe,  and  moved, 

« 

that  they  would  make  a  further  inquiry  into  it. 
Though  this  met  with  an  oppofition  from  fome  of 
thofe  who,  having  no  good  wilhes  for  the  late  aft 

for 
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ior  regulating  the  trial  of  controverted  clcdions, 
were  glad  of  fo  early  an  opportunity  to  point  out 
its  inefEcacy,  and  depreciate  its  merits ;  yet  the 
general  excellency  of  that  law,  notwithftanding 
any  of  its  prefent  deficiencies,  which  ever)'  day's 
experience  would  give  new  opportunities  of  fup- 
plying,  carried  with  it  fuch  convicftion  as  to  be 
already  well  underftood ;  and  the  motion  for  an 
inquiry  wg.$  carried  through  without  a  divifipn. 

The  ^allegations  made  by  the  returning  oflficer 
having  been  as  fully  proved,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
inquiry,  as  the  natyre  of  the  cafe  would  admit, 
;ind  entirely  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  houfe,  a  bill 
was  at  length  brought  in,  to  incapacitate  8 1  frce-r 
men  of  Shoreham,  by  name,  from  voting  at 
elections  of  members  to  fervc  in  parliament,  and 
for  the  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  that 
borough ;  and  at  the  fame  time  an  addrefs  was 
ordered,  for  the  attorney-general  to  profccute 
the  five  piepibcrs  of  the  Chriftian  Club  who 
compofed  the  committee  which  tranfaded  the 
bargain,  as  to  the  faje  of  the  borough  at  the  laft 
^ledion, 

The  different  tranfadjons,  however,  confequcnt 
pf  this  fubjed,  ran  through  the  whole  feflton; 
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and  it  was  not  till  the  lafl:  day  of  it>  tl>at  the  bill 
received  the  royal  aflent.  The  members  of  the  club 
were  heard  by  counfel  againll  it.  Many  doubts 
alfo  arofe  as  to  the  mode  of  punilhment.  It  was 
propofed  to  ftsfranchife  the  borough;  this,  how- 
ever, was  thought  too  dangerous  a  precedent : 
others  thought  that  the  culprits  Ihould  be  left  to 
the  punifhment  of  the  law;  but,  though  there 
was  a  clear  convidion  of  their  guilt,  it  was  a 
matter  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  made  the  eftablifh- 
ments  of  legal  evidence  very  difficult ;  and  if 
they  efcaped  without  fome  fignal  mark  of  repro- 
bation, it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  mod 
barefaced  corruption,  when  the  whole  kingdom 
faw  that  it  could  be  done  with  impunity. 

The  nth  Geo,  III.  cap.  55,  recites,  in  the  pre- 
amble, that,  *^  Whereas  a  wicked  and  corrupt  fo- 
ciety,  calling  itfelf  the  Chriftian  Society,  hath,  for 
feveral  years,  fubfifted  in  the  borough  of  New  Shore- 
bam,  in  the  county  of  SufleX,  and  confifted  of  a 
great  majority  of  perfohs,  having  a  right  to  vote  at 
elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  faid  borough ;  and  whereas  it  appears  that 
the  chief  end  of  the  inftitution  of  the  faid  fociety 
was  for  the  purpofe  of  felling,  from  time  to  time, 

the 


the  feat  or  feats  in  parliamcAt  for  the  laid  bo. 
rough :  and  whereas  John  Burnett,  Charles  Haa- 
nington,  Thomas  Haielgrove,  Ralph  Moor, 
Thomas  Parfons,  Thomas  Snook,  jvmior,  Tho- 
mas Hanningcon,  John  Hannington,  John  Ro- 
binfon,  William  Cheefman,  George  Browne, 
John  Parfons.  John  Curl.  Frederick  Dean,  Wil- 
liam Dean,  Samuel  Tuppen,  John  Sawyers,  Tho- 
mas Crowter,  Themas  Pockney,  Jofeph  Dedman, 
JcAin  Dean,  Jolm  Whiting,  William  Stevens, 
John  ^wcomb,  Robert  Parker,  John  Hogsflefh, 
John  Purfe,  John  Dean,  Thomas  Jennings,  John 
Sneok,  junior,  Richard  Tilftone,  William  Turner, 
Walter  Sawyers,  Charles  Mitchell,  Johnjarmand, 
John  Wood,  Friend  Daniel,  William  Gratwick, 
Nathaniel  Hillman,  Thomas  Roberts,  John  Afti- 
man,  William  Cooter,  Thomas  Froft,  Michael 
Smith,  Richard  Carver,  Michael  Durrant,  Emery 
Churcher,  Walter  Broad,  Richard  Stoneham, 
James  Bennett,  Clement  Freeman,  William  Ju{^, 
Thomas  Crowter,  John  Barnard,  James  Mitchell, 
James  Millar,  othcrwife  Miller,  William  Newn- 
ham,  JcfFery  Carver,  Randall  Button,  James 
Carver,  John  Martin,  John  Dedman,  fenior, 
William  Jennings,  William  Hards,  Thomas 
Gear,  William  Rufbridge,  Henry  Robinfon,  and 
Henry 
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Henry  Hannington,  were  members  of  the  faid 
ibcicty :  in  order  therefore  to  prevent  fuch  unlawful 
pnuSices  for  the  future,  and  that  the  faid  borough 
from  henceforth  be  duly  reprefei)ted  in  parliament, 
be  it  cnadted  that  the  faid  parties  fhall  be,  and  by 
virtue  of  this  aft  are,  from  henceforth,  incapacir. 
tated,  and  difabled  from  giving  any  vote  ac  any 
cle&ion  for  choofing  a  meqiber  or  niembers  tq 
lervc  in  parliapieiit*  It  is  alfo  enadled.  That  from 
henceforth  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
every  freeholder,  being  above  the  age  of  one  and 
twenty  years^  who  fhall  have,  withiq  the  rape  of 
Bramber,  in  the  faid  county  of  SufTex,  a  freehold 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings,  to  give 
Jiis  vote  at  every  eledlion  of  a  burgefs  or  burgefTes 
to  ferve  ii)  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  qf 
New  Shorcham. 

**  And  it  is  further  enaded,  That  the  right  qf 
election  of  a  member  or  members  to  ferve  jn  par- 
liament for  the  faid  borough  of  New  Shorcham 
fhall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  fuch 
freeholders  as  aforefaid,  and  in  the  perfons  who 
by  the  cuflom  and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  have, 
or  fliall  hereafter  have,  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch 
plcdion ;  thofe  whofe  names  are  mentioned  herein. 
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HQd  incapacitated  and  difablcd  ^y  this  z&,  only 
excepted :  and  the  conftabic,  or  o.ther  proper 
officer  for  the  time  being,  to  whom  the  return  oC 
fijch  .writ  or  precept  does  belong,  is  hereby  re, 
quired  to  return  the  pcrfon  or  perfons,  to  ferve 
in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  who  fhall 
have  the  major  number  of  votes  of  fuch  free- 
holders and  other  perfons  having  a  right  to  voto 
at  fuch  eledhion  (except  fuch  perfons  as  are  herein 
before  excepted) ;  any  !aw  pr  ufagc  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding." 

The  right  of  eledion  being  now  extended  by 
the  above  ad  to  about  twelve  hundred  freeholders 
of  the  rape  of  Brambcr,  the  arts  of  corruption 
have  been  defeated,  the  borough  has  fince  been 
reprefented  by  independent  country  gentlemen, 
and  every  eleAion  ha^h|gn  conduiftcd  with  con- 
ftitutional  decorum.  ^Pl  practical  experiment 
that  has  been  tried  here  and  at  Crickladc,  of  the 
advantages  which  would  attend  a  parliamentary 
reform,  or  even  a  fimilar  disfranchifcmant.of  the 
corrupt  and  decayed  boroughs,  is  a  complete  re- 
futation of  every  objcdion  that  has  been  urged 
againft  that  important  meafure, 

Ancitui; 
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Ancient  State. 

» 

New  Shoreham,  which  took  its  rife  from  the 
decay  of  old  Shoreham,  at  prefent  a  fmall  village 
to  the  north-weft  of  it,  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
place  where  Ella  the  Saxon  landed,  with  fupplies 
from  Germany,  and  drove  the  inhabitants  into 
the  great  wood  called  Andrefledge,  now  the 
Weald.  He  had  frequent  (kirmifhes  with  the 
Britons;  but  having  afterwards  belieged  and 
taken  Andredchefter,  their  chief  fortreis,  he 
polTelTed  himfelf  of  their  country,  and  eftablifhed 
a  kingdom  here. 

New  Shoreham  is  a  borough  by  prefcription, 
it  having  fent  members  to  parliament  ever  fince 
the  year  1298,  in  the  26th  year  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  and  is  governed  by  two  conftables.  It 
was  formerly  a  more  confidcrable  place  than  it  is 
at  prefent,  and  had  a  priory  of  Carmelite  or 
White  friars,  founded  by  Sir  John  Mowbray, 
knight,   and  alfo  an  hofpital  dedicated   to  St. 

JameSt 

» 

This  borough  fent  anno  23  Edw,  !• 


Right 
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Right  of  Election, 

1 1  Geo.  III.  c.  3,  §  6.  (To  be  fuhlicly  read 
before  they  proceed  to  eleSiion)  Is  in  fuch  free- 
holders^  and  in  the  perfons  who^  by  the  cuftom 
and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough^  had  a  right  to  vote 
at  fuch  cledlion  (fixty-nine  perfons  in  this  adl 
particularly  named,  freeholders  of  the  faid  bo- 
rough^ always  and  only  excepted). 

Returning  Officers. 
The  conftables^ 

Number  of  Voters. 
Twelve  hundred* 


BRAMBER. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough,  which  confifts  of  lix-and-thirty 
miferable  thatched  cottages,  is  compofed  of  two 
interfedions  of  a  ftreet,  the  upper  and  middle 
parts  of  which  conftitute  the  borough  of  Steyning^ 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  lord  of  tho  manor  in 
both  places;   and  the  conftables,  who  are  the 

returning 


returning  officers  in  each  borough,  are  chofeii  af 
his  courts-leet;  but  the  fix-and-thirty  cottages, 
which  are  burgage-holds,  and  give  the  right  of 
voting  to  the  tenants,  are  orte  half  of  them  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  and  the  other 
of  Sir  Henry  Gough  Calthorpc,  bart.  who,  fince 
the  year  1786,  have  each  agreed  to  fend  one 
member. 

In  1786  there  was  a  conteft  between  the  two 
proprietors  of  this  borough;  when  a  tenant  of 
one  of  thefe  mifcrable  cottages  had  the  fortitude 
and  integrity  to  refill  the  offer  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  to  influence  his  apoftgfy;  and  we  arc 
happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  add,  that  this 
fadt  is  authenticated  by  unimpeachable  author 
rity^ 

Ancient  State, 

« 

Bramber,  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by  pre- 
fcription,  is  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  north 
part  joining  to  the  Steyning>  which  is  half  a  mile 
from  the  fbuth  divifion,  and  called  Brampton- 
firoet*  From  the  year  1298  to  1472  it  was^ 
joined  with  Steyning  in  the  WTits  for  eledling 

buF-< 


■  a  A  M  B  E  R.  63 

burgcfles  to  ferve  in  parliament ;  fince  which 
time  they  have  elcfted  as  diiferenc  boroughs.  It 
is  governed  by  a  conflable,  annu&Uy  chofcn  by  z 
jury  of  the  court-leet. 

This  borough  firft  fent  to  parliament  anno 
53  Edw.  I.  though  it  afterwards  intermitted 
fending ;  and  fomctimes  fent  in  conjundlion  with 
Stcyning,  before  31  Hen.  VI, 

Right  of  Electioh. 

1703,  18  Jan.  10  Mar.  1715,  i  June.  Is  in 
the  pcrfons  inhabiting  houfes,  or  in  houfes  built 
on  ancient  foundations^  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Retuknino  Officer. 
The  conilable. 

NuMBEK  OP  Voters. 
Thirty-fix. 

Patrons. 
Duke  of  Rutland,  and  Sir  Henry  Gough  Cal- 
^horpe,  bait. 
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STEYNING. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough,  together  with  that  of  Brambcr, 
confifts  of  one  ftreet,  not  more  than  two  thirds  as 
large  as  Fetter-lane  in  London;  but  conftituting 
two  boroughs,  with*  a  right  of  fending/^i^r  tnem^ 
hers  to  parliament ! ! !  They  formerly  eledled  in 
conjundlion,  and  intermitted  till  31  Henry  VI. 
One  part  of  Brambcr  is  in  the  centre  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Steyning,  and  a  part  of  Steyning  inter- 
fccts  Bramber  in  like  manner.  Invelopcd  in  the 
dark  cloud  of  legal  quibble  and  intricacy,  they 
prcfent  us,  like  all  the  rotten  boroughs,  with  a 
finiflied  pidure  of  political  deformity  ;  irregular 
in  their  dirtridls,  unintelligible  in  their  coi^itu- 
tiohs,  indefinite  in  their  rights,  corrupt  in  the 
exercife  of  their  fimdions,  contradu^iory  in  their 
refpedlive  organizations,  and  adverfe  to  the  an- 
cient eftablifhed  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  rights  of  men. 

The  right  of  election  has  been  the  fubjeft  of 
litigation  in  this  place  for  near  a  century,  and  has 
hut  juft  received  a  final  decifion  from  a  committee 
ccwiftituted  under  the  authority  of  28  Geo.  III. 

to 
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to  determine  the  Cmiei  upon  an  appeal  from  a 

contraiy  determination  the  preceding  year. 

In  1 701  the  right  was  determined  tt>  be  in  ttie 
inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot^  and  not  recetring 
alms; 

in  I7ic^  to  i>e  ifl  tBe  tidntlabteS  ihh  houfea 
holders  (inhabitants)  paying  fcot  and  lot ; 

In  17911  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  of  ancient 
hoiJfes,  and  houfes  built  on  the  fdltes  of  ancient 
hoUfes,  within  the  borough  of  Steyriiiigt  being 
houfeholderSf  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiv- 
ing  almSi 

In  1792,  the  feled  committee  appointed  W  try 
and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  James 
Martin  Lloyd,  eiq.  and  others,  refolved. 

That  no  perJbn  have  a  right  to  vote  at  an 
election  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Steyning,  in  refpedt  of  any  houfes 
within  the  borough  of  Bramber,  the  tything  of 
Bldlingtooi  or  the  manors  of  Charlton  or  Kill's 
Barnij 

Vol.  Ill  f  The 
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The  faid  fclc(3:  committee,  at  the  fame  time, 
alfo  determined. 

That  the  right  of  eledion  of  members  to  fervc 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  S^eyning,  in  the 
county  of  Suffex,  is  in  the  conftable  and  houfc- 
holders,  inhabitants  within  the  faid  borough, 
paying  foot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

'  The  houfes  buUt  on  ancient  foundations  are  all 
the  property  of  Sir  John  Honey  wood  ;  the  reft 
belong  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk :  and  as  thofe  of  a 
general  defcription  arc  more  numerous,  the  refo- 
lutionof  1722,  repealing  that  of  1791,  changes 
the  patron,  and  gives  that  influence  to  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  which  the  former  gave  to  Sir  John 
Honey  wood. 

The  refolution  of  179 1  oufted  Henry  Howgrd, 
cfq.  the  prcfent  member  for  Arundel,  who  had  a 
majority  of  the  houfeholders  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  and  declared  John  Curtis,  cfq.  who  had 
only  the  votes  of  thofe  perfons  who  inhabited 
houfcs  built  on  ancient  foundations,  duly  elcdlcd. 

The  refolution  of  1792  eftablifhed  the  eledion 
•of  James  Martin  Lloyd,  efq.   who  polled  the 

identical 
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identical  votes  which  were  deemed  illegal  the 
preceding'  year ;  and  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  peti- 
tioner, lofi  his  feat  by  the  fame  pretenllona'  that 
Mr.  Curtis  had  obuined  one. 

Thefc  contradiAory  refolutions  have  been  pra- 
duiflive  of  the  fame  parliamentary  inconfiffency 
whii;h  diilingutlhed  the  borough  of  Saltafh  in  the 
laft 'parliament.  Mr.  Ambler  obuined  his  feat 
for  that  place  by  the  decifion  of  a  committee  in 
1785,  againft  the  petition  of  Lord  Strathaven, 
and  the  fame  Mr.  Curtis^  who  has  now  fucceeded 
9t  Steyning,  pn .  the  right  of  the  corporation  to 
elet^  the  members  for  that  borough.  In  1787, 
Mr.  Lenion,  the  petitioner,,  by  the  determination 
of  a  fecond  committee  appointed  to  try  the 
fame  queAion,  fucceeded  on  the  votes  of  the  bur- 
gage-holders,  and  oufted  the  Earl  of  Morning- 
ton,  littii^  member,  who  had  been  elcdled  by 
,the  corporation. 

"  Thus  two  members  were  fitting  in  the 

**  houfe  of  commons  at  the  fame  time,  and  for 

*<  the  fame  borough,  upon  the  right  of  different 

"  defcriptions  of  electors,  who  had  each  of 

F  2  •*  them 
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"  them  been  deemed  ineligible  in  the  fame  par- 
*«  liament.'* 

This  is  exaftly  the  cafe  with  the  reprefentatives 
of  this  borough.  The  inhabitants  of  houfes 
built  on  ancient  foundations^  and  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  have  each  been  declared  to  have  the 
right  of  eledion  •  and  a  member,  chofen  by  each 
defcription  of  voters,  has  been  feated  and  oufted 
in  the  prefent  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

Steyning  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription ; 
of  which  little  more  can  be  faid  than  that  it  was 
of  fonie  note  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  when  it 
had  ^  thurch  or  monaftry,  in  which  St.  Cudman 
was  interred.  It  had  alfo  a  priory  of  Benedidinc 
tAonki,  fubbrdinate  to  the  Abbey  of  Trinity,  at 
Fifcamp,  in  Normandy,  founded  by  King  Edward 
the  Confeflbr,  and  dedicated  to  Mary  Magdalen, 
which,  at  the  diffolution  of  the  alien  priorie?, 
'was  given  to  the  Abbey  of  Sion,  in  Middlefex. 

The  chief  magiftrate  of  this  borough  is  a  c6n^ 
liable,  who  is  annually  chofen  at  the  courts 
leet. 

This 
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This  place  firft  fent  to  parliament  4  Edw.  11. 
and  after  intermitted  fending  (as  Bramber  had 
doae  befor?J  till  31  Hen.  VI. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  conflabk. 

Number  of  Votbrs. 
About  one  hundred, 

Patrons, 
puke  of  Norfolk,  and  Sir  John  Honey  wood. 


EAST  GRINSTEAD. 
Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  voting  formerly  waa  allowed  to 
be,  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
the  inhabitants  as  well  as  burgage-holders;  but 
by  a  fubfcquenc  one  it  is  confined  to  the  latter 
defcriptionof  perfons  only.  The  burgage-holds 
here  are  in  number  thirty-fuc ;  twenty-nine  of 
vhich  are  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Dorfet ; 
¥3  and 
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and  the  remaining  fcven  belong  [o  perfons  refi^ 
ding  in  the  place.  This  minority  is  fo  inconli^ 
derable,  that  no  oppolition  can  be  made  to  the 
Duke's  intereft.  If  indeed  the  laft  refolution  of 
the  hpyfe  of  commons  were  refcinded,  and  the 
right  of  eledtiqn  left  where  it  was,  previous  to 
that  determination,  an  attempt  to  fhake  off  the 
ariftocratic  yoke,  might  then  be  as  fuccefsfiil  as 
it  woyld  be  commendable ;  but  it  would  be,  in 
the  prefent  Hate  of  things,  both  ridiculous  and 
impolitic  ;o  attempt  it. 

Ancient  State, 

Eaft  Grinfte^d,  which  is  fo  called  to  diftinguifh 
it  fropi  another  town  of  the  fame  name,  about 
ten  miles  fouth-weft  of  it,  called  Weft  Grinflead, 
is  thirty  miles  fouth  of  London,  and  a  borough  by 
prefcriptipri  j  having  fenc  burgefles  to  parliament 
ever  fincc  the  year  1307,  the  firft  year  of  the 

reign  of  King  Edward  II. 

ft 

It  is  governed  by  a  bailiff,  chofen  by  the 
t)urgage-holder^  ?it  the  annual  court  of  the  Duke 
of  Dorfet,  who  is  lord  of  the  borough^  and  is 
returned  by  th?  fteward  of  the  court.  ' 

The 
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The  county  aflizes  are  generally  held  here. 
John  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorfet,  In  the  reign  of 
King  James  I.  built  an  hofpital  here,  and  en- 
dowed it  with  330I.  a  year,  for  the  fuppon  of 
thirty-one  poor  perfbns  of  this  town. 

The  firil  return  of  this  borough  is  anno  i  Ed- 
ward H. 

Right  op  Elbctiom. 

1679,  April  7.  Being  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcriptionj  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the 
burgage-holders  of  the  fald  borough,  have  a  right 
to  vote  in  eledions, 

1695,  Feb.  9.  Is  not  in  the  buigage-holdcrs 
and  inhabitants  of  the  £iid  borough. 

Is  in  the  burgee-holders  only. 

Number  op  Votxhs. 
Thirty-fix. 

Returning  Officir. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron,  ~ 
Duke  of  Dorfet. 

F4  ARUNDEL. 
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ARUNDEL. 

Political  Character, 

THIS  borough  w^  uncJqr  the  influence  of  "Sic 
George  Colebrooke,  in  the  days  of  his  affluence ; 
fince  which  tipi^  its  reprefentatiqn  has  been  an 
an  obje<3:  of  conteft^  till  1784,  when  an  agree- 
jnent  took  place  between  the  eleAors  and  the 

Duke  of  Norfolk,  whofe  ancient  and  venerable 

•  .  -  •        ■  '•    •        •  ■»    • 

caftle ,  is  near  the  town,  that  each  party  (houjd 
name  one  of  its  members.  'The  corporation  arc 
in  the  intereft  of  the  Duke,  who  h^s  likewife 
built  a  magnificent  inn,  and  has  a  confiderable 
property  in    this  borough  and  its  neighbour- 

hood* 

* 

In  1780a  petition  being  prefented  to  the  hpufc 
of  commons  by  the  Hon.  Percy  Charles  Wyndham, 
complaining  of  the  undue  eledion  and  return  of 
Sir  Patrick  Crauford,  knt,  and  Thomas  Fitz- 
herbert,  efq.  a  committee  was  appointed  on 
the  6th  of  March,  17  81,  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
lame ;  when  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  a  Ibciety 
cxifted  in  this  borough,  under  the  name  of  the 

Malt-houfe 
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Malt-houfe  Club,  limilar,  in  its  inftitution  anc} 
pradiccs,  to  the  Chrtflian  Club  at  Shoreham ; 
'«nd  that  the  perfons  who  compofed  this  club  had 
adhially  received  thirty  guineas  a  man  for  giving 
their  votes  at  the  preceding  eleftion.  The  evi- 
dence did  aot  extend  to  the  incapacitation  of  both 
the  members.  Mr.  Fitzhcrbert  was  included  ia 
the  allegations  of  the  petition,  but  not  in  thede- 
cifion  of  the  committee,  who  reported  to  the 
houfe,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1781, 

That  Thomas  Fitzherberr,  cfq.  was  duly 
fltacd. 

That  Sir  Patrick  Crauford,  knt.  was  Jios  duly 
clefled. 

That  the  Hon.  Percy  Charles  Wyndham,  the 
petitioner*  was  not  duly  ele<5led. 

A  new  writ  was  accordingly  ifllied,  when  Peter 
William  Baker,  efq.  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to 
fupply  the  vacancy. 

T^e  prefent  members  are,  Henry  Howard,  efq. 
a  relation  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Sir  George 
Thomas,  bait,  of  Dale-Park,  near  this  borough. 
Ancient 


74  A  R  U  N  D  K  L. 

Ancijsnt  State. 

Arundel^  which  is  fo  called  frpm  its  fituation 
in  a  dale  or  valley,  on  the  banjc  of  the  river  Amp, 
is  pleafamly  feated  on  the  fide  pf  a  hill,  eight 
miles  caft  of  Chichefter,  and  fifty-five  fouth-weft 
by  fouth  of  London.  The  firft  account  we  have 
of  this  town  is  in  King  Alfred's  will,  in  which  he 
befipws  it  on  A(helm,  his  brother's  fon.  Some 
mriU  have  it  to  have  been  the  JPortus  Arundi  of 
(he  Rpmans ;  but  this  opinion  does  not  appear 
to  be  cpuntenanced  by  any  good  authority.  It 
was  fanKKis  i{i  the  time  of  the  Savons  for  its  caftle, 
which  is  faid  to  have  b^en  a  mile  in  cqmpafs, 
and  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
lloger  de  Montgomery  his  -kinfman,  who  repaired 
it.  One  of  his  defcendants  forfeited  it,  by  en^ 
gaging  in  a  rebellion  againft  Kiqg  Henry  I.  Adc^ 
liza,  that  prince's  confort,  had  it  in  dower,  and 
her  fecond  hulband,  Williamdc  AJbani,  def^nd^ 
it  againft^  King  Stephen,  in  favouf  of  the  Emprefs 
'Maud,  who,  to  recompcnce  his  ^fef vices,  creat^ 
him  Earl  of  Arundel,  which  title  isj^  in  liniita- 
tion,  different  from  others ;  that  honour  being  £0^ 
annexed,  that  whofoever  is  pofleffed  of  this  caftle 
and  feignory  U,  without  creation.  Earl  of  Arundel. 
From  the  Albani,  it  defcended  by  marriage  to 
the  Fitz- Alans  j  and  from  then[i,  in  the  year  1 579> 

it 
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ft  went,  with  thfc  heirefs  of  that  family,  to  Thomas 
Howard;  diike  of  Norfolk. 

In  the  dvil  wars  this  caftle  was  thought  Co  be 
olfconfidcrablc  importance,  which  occafiooed  a 
great  contention  between  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment, who  {hoiild  be  mafters  of  it.  It  was  firft 
fummoned  by  Lord  Hopton,  who  obliged  it  to 
farrcnder  in  three  days  time ;  but  Waller  march- 
ing from  London  with  confidcrable  forces,  beat 
up  Lord  Hopton's  quarters  by  the  way,  and  then 
inarching  to  Arundel  caftle,  foon  retook  it,  and 
allowed  the  garrifon  quarter.  It  is  ftill  ftandm^ 
though  far  from  being  perfeifl  in  every  pan ;  It  is 
however  in  a  good  conditionj  and  is  one  of  the  feats 
bf  the  family  of  Howard,  earls  of  Arundel  and 
dukes  of  Norfolk, 

In  St,  Kicholas's  church  at  Arundel  was  a  cell 
of  four  BUck  Canons,  fubjeft  to  the  monaftry  of 
'  Seez  in  Norniandy,  fuppofed  to  have  been  founded 
by  Re^r  dc  Montgomery,  earl  of  Arundel,  in 
the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror ;  but  in  the 
time  of  Richard  IL  it  was  abolilhed  i  and  the 
church  made  collegiate.  Upon  the  difTolotion 
of  this  college,  it  was  endowed  with  a  revenue, 
Mvhich  was  then  valued  at  263I.  14s.  ^d.  a  year 

In 
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In  tftc  reign  of  Edward  II.  here  was ,  st  heuie  of 

.  Black  Friars ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  an 

hofpital  was  founded  by  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel, 

I 

which  was  dedicated  to  the  Trinity,  and  endowed 
at  the  fuppreflion  wit|i  the  annual  rPYC^ue  of  89L 
5s.  3d, 

Arundel  is  a  borough  by  prefcription,  and  has 
fent  members  to  parliament  ever  fincc  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  King  Edward  h 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed,  under  a  charter  of  Queen  Eliza^i 
bcth,  by  a  mayor,  and  twelve  burgefles.  The 
mayor  is  annually  chofen,  and  is  judge  at  a  court* 
lect  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  held  every  three 
weeks.  He  has  the  authority  of  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  though  he  feldom  executes  the  office ;  he 
appoints  colledtors  of  the  package  and  (tallage, 
ale-conners,  and  flefli-tafters ;  and  no  writ  can  be 
executed  within  the  borough  without  his  pcrmif- 
iion. 

Right  of  Election. 

1693,  Feb.  32.  Is  only  in  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  borough  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

NUMBBR 
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Number,  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

Returning  OrriCER, 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 
.The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  partially. 


WARWICK  COUNTY. 

THIS  county,  from  the  opulence  and  extent 
of  its  manufatflories,  is  independent  In  a 
great  degree  of  ariftocratic  controul ;  but  it  has 
been  the  laft  In  the  kingdom  to  emancipate  itfelf 
from  high  church  bigotry,  and  that  fpirit  of  per- 
fecution,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of 
learning  and  fcience,  is  now  becoming  exploded 
in  every  part  of  Europe. 

The  late  di(^ceful  riots  in  this  county,  and 
'  thofeof  June  1780,  is  a  humiliating  proof  to  the 
people  of  this  country  that  they  do  not  take  the 
lead  in  the  extinction  of  prejudice,  or  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  literature,  the  infeparable  compa* 
nions  of  each  other's  progref). 

The 
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The  town  of  Birmingham,  from  its  cxtcftlt  and 
population,  has  fufficient  weight  to  return  one  of 
the  county  reprefentatives,  which  the  people  of 
that  place  never  fail  to  avail  themfqlves  of,  not- 
withftanding  the  indifference  that  is  affecfled  ;o,be 
flievvn  by  fome  leading  individuals,  to  the  advan- 
tages they  would  derive  from  a  perfedl  reprefen- 
tation. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  received  its  name  from  War- 
wick, the  county-town,  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Staffordfhire  and  Lcicefterfliire ;  on  the  eaft, 
by  Lciccfterfhirc,  North|a^^ptpnfhire,  and  part  of 
Oxfordfliire ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  Iaft-n;icntioned 
county  and  Gloucefterftiire ;  and  on  the  weft^  by 
Qloucefterfhire,  Worcefterfhire,  and  •  Stafford- 
£hire;  extending  in  length  thirty-three  miles, 
twenty-fix  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred  and 
iwenty-two  miles  in  circumference. 

This  is  one  of  the  five  counties  which,  at  the 
arrrival  of  the  Romans,  were  inhabited  by,  the 
Cprnavii.  ,  It  contains  many  Ronjan.  antiquities, 
particularly  two  of  their  poJUtary  .ways,  namely,, 
Walting-fkeet,  and  the :  Fpfle-way.  .  The  for- 
mer divides  the  north-eafi:  part  of  the  county  from 
I^iccfterfhire,  tak'uig  its  ^^ourfe  frpm  the  (foaft  of 

Kejit. 
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Kent,  through  London,  and  by  Northampton- 
ihire,-  to  this  county,  from  whence  ic  extends  to 
York,  and  the  Pids  frail.  The  Foffe-way  enters 
the  north-caft  fide  at  High-crofs,  and,  running 
fouth  by  weft,  paflcs  out  at  a  place  called  Stretton, 
into  Gloucefterlhire.  Under  the  Saxon  hep- 
tarchy it  formed  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia. 

Wafwicklhire  is  divided  into  five  hundreds, 
containing  one  city,  and  thirteen  market-towns, 
viz.  the  city  of  Coventry;  Atherfton,  Aulcefter, 
Birmingham,  Bitford,  Colelhill,  Henley,  Kine- 
ton,  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  Southam,  Stratford, 
Suttoo-Cofield,  and  Warwick.  It  lies  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  partly  in  the  diocefc  of 
Ijtchfield  and  Coventry,  and  partly  in  that  of 
Worcefter;  and  has  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
parilhes.  It  fends  fix  members  to  parliament, 
namely,  two  knights  of  the  fhire  for  the  county, 
two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  and  two  bur- 
geflfcs  for  the  town  of  Warwick. 


WARWICK  TOWN. 


THE  right  of  election  in  this  borough,  accord- 

'in^  to  the  firft  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 

2  monsj 
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mons,  was  in  the  commonalty,  which  in  the  cafei 
of  Colchefter,  Bofton,  Bridport,  and  this  place, 
has  been  explained  to  be  houfekeepers  paying 
fcot  and  lot;  though,  in  the  cafe  of  Poo],  the  fame 
word  was  defined  to  be  the  feled  burgeflei  only; 
There  have  been  frequent  ftruggles  here  for  fii- 
periority  between  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  of  War- 
wick-caftle,  adjoining  to  this  town,  and  the  inde- 
pendent party.  In  1780,  and  in  1784,  the  Hon* 
C.  F,  Greville,  and  Robert  Ladbroke,  efq.  were  re- 
turned to  rcprefent  this*  town  in  parliament,  in  op-* 
pofition  to  his  Lordfliip's  interclh  At  the  laft  ge* 
neral  eledlion,  however,  in  1790,  thofe  gentlemen 
conceived  that  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  influence  had 
increafed  to  a  great  degree;  in  c6nfequence  of 
which  they  were  induced  to  decline  an  oppo- 
fition  to  it,  which  would  have  been  attended  with 
the  certainty  of  much  expence,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  being  finally  fuccefsfuU  Lord  Arden, 
and  Henry  Gage,  efq.  now  Lord  Vifcount  Gage, 
both  in  the  Earl's  intered,  were  returned  without 
a  conteft.  Upon  Mr.  Gage's  fucceeding  to  his 
uncle's  title,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Villiers  was  pro- 
pofed  by  his  Lordftiip's  friends ;  and  Mr.  Knight, 
by  the  independent  party.  Mr.  Villiers  obtained 
a  majority  on  the  poll  over  Mr.  Knight  of  nearly 

two 


WARWICK      TOWN.  Si 

two  to  one.  The  latter  gentleman  has  petitioned 
parliament,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  undue 
influence  which  had  been  ufed  againft  him  at  the 
time  of  ele(ftion,  &c.  but  the  merits  of  it  have 
not  as  yet  come  on  to  be  heard  before  a  com- 
mittee of  die  houfe. 

Ancient  State. 

Warwick,  which  is  nine  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Coventry,  was  called  by  the  ancient  Britons 
Caer  Guaruic,  and  in  the  Saxon,  Warringwic. 
Some  derive  its  name  from  Waremund,  the  father 
ofOlTa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  and  others  from 
Guarth,  a  Britilh  word,  which  fignifies  afortrefs. 
It  is  the  chief  town  in  the  county,  from  which 
Warwicklhire  takes  its  name,  and  is  feated  on  a 
rocky  afcent  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Avon, 
at  the  diftance  of  eighty-four  miles  north-weft  of 
London,  where  a  way  is  cut  to  it  through  the 
rock,  from  each  of  the  four  cardinal  points.  Some 
have  afferted  that  Warwick  was  built  by  Kim- 
beline,  one  of  the  Britifh  kings,  cotemporary 
with  our  Saviour.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  almoft 
deftroycd  by  the  Pid:s  and  Scots,  and  that  it  lay 
fome  time  in  ruins,  till  it  was  rebuilt  by  Carac- 
tacus,  who  ercOed  a  palace  here.    About  this 

Vol.  III.  G  time 
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time  the  Romans^  under  the  condud  of  Oftoriu^, 
extending  their  conquefts  in  Britain,  built  feveral 
forts  and  garrifons  on  the  river  Avon,  among 
which  Camden  fuppofes  one  was  at  this  town,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prsefidium.  It 
was,  however,  again  almoft  deftroyed  and  laid 
wade,  till  it  was  repaired  by  Conftantine,  the 
father  of  Uter  Pendragon ;  but  he  being  flain  by 
the  Pidts,  in  one  of  their  incurfions,  the  town 
was  again  ruined,  and  was  at  length  reftored,  by 
a  Britrfh  prince.  After  this  it  began  to  flourifla  > 
and  Dubritius  made  it  an  epifcopal  fee,  appoint- 
ing a  church,  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  to  be  his 
cathedral.  When  the  Saxons  came  over,  they 
ravaged  the  country  as  they  went  along,  and 
caufed  the  biftiop  to  fly  for  fafety  into  Wales.  By 
the  wars  which  followed,  the  town  was  agairt  laid 
in  ruins.  Some  time  after,  king  Warramond, 
from  whom  the  kings  of  Mercia  defcendcd,  re- 
built the  town,  and  called  it  Warra-wic,  after 
his  own  name ;  after  which  it  was  again  deftroyed 
by  the  Danes,  and  repaired  by  the  lady  Ethel- 
fleda,  whO|  about  the  year  915,  built  a  forti- 
fication for  its  defence,  and  called  it  the  Dun- 
geon. 


The 
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TTie  i^forman  conqueror,  after  his  viifiory  at 
tlaftings,  erected  many  ftrong  caftles  for  his  own. 
fecurity,  of  which  this  was  none  of  the  meaneft, 
and,  when'finifhedj  committed  it  to  the  cuftody 
of  Henry  de  Newbery,  earl  of  Warwick.  To- 
wards tht  end  of  King  Stephen's  reign,  Henry, 
duke  of  Normandy,  arriving  in  England,  the 
Countefs  Gundrcd  expelled  the  king's  foldicrs, 
and  refigned  this  caftlc  to  the  duke,  who  was 
Toon  after  made  king  of  England,  by  the  name 
of  Henry  11.  Guy  de  Beauchamp,  earl  of  War- 
Vick,  and  governor  of  this  caftle,  dying  in  the 
ninth  year  of  King  Edward  II.  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Thomas,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III, 
rebuilt  the  outer  wall  of  the  caftle,  and  erefted 
feveral  towers  ;  but  that  at  the  north-eaft  corner, 
called  Guy's  tower,  was  ereifted  by  Thomas,  earl 
of  Warwick,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  King 
Richard  the  Second's  reign.  At  length  George 
duke  of  Clarence  was  made  governor  of  this  caftle; 
at  whofe  death,  it  being  feized  into  the  king's 
hands,  it  continued  in  the  poftefHon  of  the  crown 
till  the  feventeenth  year  of  Henry  VII.  when 
Edward  Belknap,  efquire,  of  the  body  to  the  king, 
was  made  conftable.  In  the  firft  year  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  John  Dudley  was  advanced  to  the 
earldom  of  Warwick  j  but  upon  his  attainder, 
G  2 
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in  the  firft  of  Queen  Mary,  this  caftle  efcheated 
to  the  crown.  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  to  Sir 
Andrew  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick  ;  but,  for  want 
of  heirs,  it  again  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was 
beftowed  by  King  James  I.  on  Sir  Fulke  Greville 
in  fee.  It  was  at  that  time  made  ufe  of  as  the 
county-gaol ;  but  Sir  Fulke,  at  the  expence  of 
aOiOOol.  rendered  it  a  mod  beautiful  ftrufture. 
In  the  caftle  are  fhown  the  fword  and  accoutre- 
ments of  the  famous  Guy,  earl  of  Warwick^  who 
is  thought  to  have  lived  in  the  time  of  King 
Athelftan,  and  whofe  exploits  are  related  with 
fueh  romantic  circumftances,  that  the  whole  are 
generally  deemed  fabulous. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  169^4,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  town  was  reduced  to  alhes,  and  the 
damages  fuftained  were  computed  at  about 
ioo,oool-  but  it  was  foon  rebuilt  in  a  handfome 
manner,  and  is  now  a  fine  populous  town. 

When  the  Normans  came  over,  it  was  only  a: 

* 

borough,  containing  two  hundred  and  fixty-one 
houfes,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
belonged  to  the  king,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
to  the  barons. 

This  borough  fcnt  members  ai  origine, 

GoR-. 
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Corporation. 
This  is  a  very  ancient  corporation,  being  made 
a  mayor  town  by  Queen  Mary,  in  the  year  1554, 
and  re-incorporated  by  King  Charles  II.  under 
whofe  charter  it  is  at  prefent  governed  by  a 
mayor,  a  recorder,  twelve  aldermen  or  brethren, 
and  twenty-four  burgdTes  or  common-council- 
men. 

The  county  alTizes  and  general  quarter-feflions 
-are  held  in  this  town. 

Right  of  Election. 

1628,  3  May.  Is  in  the  commonalty  of  the 
faid  town. 

1722,  31  Jan.  Is  in  fuch  perfons  only  as  pay 
to  church  and  poor  in  the  faid  borough.     ' 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
The  Earl  of  Warwick. 
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COVENTRY, 

Political  Character. 

A  SINGULAR  cafe  occurred  at  the  elecflion  foi» 
this  city  in  1780.  Mr.  Roe  Yep  and  Mx.  Hol- 
royd  were  candidates  in  the  intereft  of  admi- 
niftration ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Thoina$ 
Rogers,  efq.  were  fupported  by  the  corporation 
of  Coventry,  in  oppofition  to  thofc  gentlemen. 
On  tlie  9th  day  of  September  the  eledlion  com- 
menced, and  the  poll  was  opened  and  conducted 
in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  for  about  the 
fpace  of  half  an  hour,  when  upwards  of  five 
hundred  pcrfons,  v/ho  were  not  freemen  or  in-, 
habitants  of  this  city,  tumultuoufly  afTembled  to- 
gether at  the  place  of  election,  with  a  blue  flag 
carried  before  them,  and  having  blue  and  white 
cockades  in  their  hats,  the  badges  by  which  the 
party  of  Roe  Yco  and  Holroyd  wcrediflinguifhed^ 
and  there  beat  and  ill  treated  all  the  eledors  whq 
came  to  vote  for  Halifax  and  Rogers,  and  fo  im- 
peded and  obftruded  the  voters,  that  the  fherifF^ 
adjourned  the  poll  to  the  ]^onday  following,  being 
{Jie  eleventh  of  the  faid  n^bnth  of  September,  anc^ 
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continued  the  fame  by  divers  adjournments,  from 
day  to  day,  to  the  i8lh  of  the  faid  month,  in 
order  that  the  faid  elcdtion  might  be  made ;  but 
the  poll  was  impeded,  from  time  to  time,  by  tike 
tumults  and  alTauks ;  and  though  the  magiflrates 
had  appointed  two  hundred  and  thirty  additional- 
conftables  to  prefcrve  the  peace,  and  to  open  a 
free  accefs  for  the  voters  on  both  fides  to  come 
and  poll,  yet  no  more  than  eighty-three,  out  of 
two  thoufand,  could  give  their  votes  :  for  which 
reafon  the  ftieritFs  could  not  caufe  to  be  eleded 
two  citizeni,  according  to  the  form  and  etfed  of 
the  writ. 

The  fhcrifFs  having  certified  the  above  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  on  the  lixth  day  of  No- 
vember following,  they  were  ordered  to  attend 
the  houfe  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month, 

A  petition  ofSir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  of  fimilar  import,  was  prefentcd  to 
the  houfe  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month  ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  conlideration  on  the 
fame  day  that  the  Iheriffs  were  to  attend  ;  as  was 
another  petition  of  certain  "elctSors  in  the  intereft 
of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Mr.  Rogers. 

G4  A 
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A  pciition  of  Edward  Roe  Yco,  cfq.  and  John 
Baker  Holroyd,  efq.  was  alfo  prefentcd  on  the 
fame  day,  dating,  that  the  IherifFs,  who  are 
chofen  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  were  the 
declared  friends  and  partifans  of  their  opponents. 
Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq. 
had  Ihewn  the  mod  flagrant  partiality  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  by  conftruding  the  poll-booth  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  allow  a  commodious  accefs, 
through  the  mayor's  parlour,  to  the  voters  in  the 
intereft  of  Halifax  and  Rogers,  while  the  agents 
and  friends  of  the  petitioner  were  obliged  to 
afcend  by  a  ladder ;  and  enumerating  a  variety  of 
other  charges,  to  flievv  the  grofs  partiality  and 
illegal  condudt  6f  the  (herifTs. 

This  petition  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  with  all  the  former.  A  new  writ 
having  been  ilTucd  on  the  21ft  Nov.  following, 
petitions  were  again  prefentcd  from  Mr.  Roe 
Yeo,  and  Mr.  Holroyd,  complaining,  that  in  the 
interval  of  time  between  the  general  eledion  and 
the  29th  day  of  November,  when  a  fecond  elec- 
tion was  had  in  purfuance  of  the  above  writ,  a 
great  number  of  freemen  were  illegally  admitted 
to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  who  had  no  right 

to 
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to  fuch  freedom,  and  without  paying -the  ufual 
fees  on  admiflion,  on  condition  of  their  under- 
taking to  vote,  at  the  faid  eleftion,  for  Sir  Thomas 
Halifax,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  and  that  a 
great  number  of  perfons  duly  intitled  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  demanded 
in  the  ufual  manner  to  be  fo  admitted,  being  ready 
to  produce  the  evidence  of  their  titles,  and  to  pay 
the  ufual  fees,  but  were  rcfufcd  to  be  admitted,  bc- 
caufe  they  were  believed  to  be  in  the  intercft  of  the 
petitioners  ;  and  that,  at  the  faid  laft  eledion,  after 
the  poll  had  laftc  near  three  weeks,  almoll  all 
the  legal  freemen  having  then  voted,  and  when 
it  was  known  that  there  would  be  a  large  majority 
of  votes  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  a ,  great 
number  of  perfons  were,  on  Monday  the  i  Sth, 
and  Wednefday  the  20th  of  December  laft,  in  a 
fraudulent  and  clandcftine  manner,  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  although  the  faid 
perfons  had  no  title  to  fuch  freedom,  and  were 
known,  by  the  members  of  the  corporation,  who 
compofed  the  council -chambers  at  which  they 
were  admitted,  to  have  no  title,  and  without  pay- 
ing the  accudomed  fees,  or  any  fees,  on  condition 
of  their  voting  for  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq. 

The 
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The  above  petition  alfo  contained  the  ufual 
allegations  of  the  returning  officers,  admitting 
thefe  freemen  to  poll,  who  were  not  duly  qua- 
lified,, and  rejeding  others  who  were  fo  qualified  ; 
and  of  the  fa  id  candidates,  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  having,  by  themfelvcs, 
or  agents,  been  guilty  of  bribery,  &c, 

A  fimilar  petition  was  prefented  from  fcveral 
of  the  freemen  in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Roe  Yeo 
and  Mr.  Holroyd,  which  were  both  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  pn  Thurfday  the  15  th 
day  of  February,  1781. 

On  the  3 1  ft  of  January,  1 7  8 1,  Thomas  Noxon 
and  Thomis  Butler,  late  (heriflTs  of  Coventry, 
were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  had  leave  to  be  heard  by  counfel  in  their  juf- 
tificarion. 

» 

A  petition  of  Edward  Roe  Yeo,  ^fq.  and  Joha 
Baker  Holroyd  (now  Lord  Sheffield,  of  the  king-^ 
dom  of  Ireland )>  and  alfp  of  feveral  freemen 
of  the  city  of  Coventry,  on  behalf  of  themfelves 
and  others,  complaining  of  the  condudt  of  the 
faid  fherifFs,   being  read   to  the    laid  Thomas 
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Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  kavc  was  given  them 
to  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  the  charges  in  the 
faid  petition,  and  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
ordered  to  proceed  in  fupport  of  the  allegations 
of  their  petition.  » 

Orders  were  made  for  fixty-ninc  witncfles  to 
pttend  in  fupport  of  the  charges  againft  the 
ftieriffs ;  and  the  matter  had  a  full  inveftigation, 
after  various  adjournments,  on  the  15  th  of 
March,  178 1  j  when  the  order  of  the  day  being, 
read  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Thomas  Noxon 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Butler, -late  flieritfs  of  the  city 
of  Coventry,  and  for  taking  into  further  confide- 
ration  the  feveral  petitions  prefcnied  to  this 
houfe  upon  the  20lh  day  of  November  laft,  re- 
lating to  the  return  made  by  the  faid  Iheriffs  at 
the  laft  general  eletSion  j 

The  faid  (herifFs,  and  the  counfel  for  Lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr,  Roc  Yco,  and  for  the  feveral 
freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  who  have  pe- 
titioned this  houfe,  complaining  of  the  condud 
of  the  faid  flieriffs,  were  called  in ; 

And  the  fhcriffs  acquainted  the  houfe.  That 
the  counfel  they  had  applied  to  had  not  time  to 
prepare  himfclf  to  iTndenake  their  defence. 

Then 
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Then  one  of  the  counfel  for  Lord  Sheffield 
and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and  for  the  fcveral  freemen  of 
the  city  of  Coventry,  who  have  petitioned  this 
houfe,  complaining  of  the  condudt  of  the  faid 
flieritfs,  fummed  up  their  evidence  : 

And  the  IherifFs  being  aflced  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  they  had  to  fay  in  juftification  of  their  not 
having  made  any  return  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament,  at  the  laft  general  eledlion ;  and  in 
anfwer  to  the  matters  charged  againft  them  in  the 
petitions  of  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and 
of  the  fcveral  freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry, 
who  have  petitioned  this  houfe,  complaining  of 
their  condudl ; 

The  faid  flieriffs  were  heard  ;  and,  having  de- 
fired  that  their  under-flieriff,  who  attended  as  their 
agent,  might  examine  the  witnefles  who  had  been 
ordered  to  attend  this  houfc  on  their  behalf; 

The  faid  agent  was  called  in  ;  and,  at  the  bar, 
examined  the  feveral  witnefles  who  were  attending, 
in  juftification  of  the  conduct  of  the  flierifts. 

And  the  faid  agent,  having  fubmitted  to  the 
houfc.  That  the  faid  fhcrifts  had  fl.ill  feveral  other 
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witnefles,  but  that  they  were  now  at  Coventry, 
and  that  they  therefore  defired  further  time,  in 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  fummon  the 
laid  witnefTes ; 

The  faid  fheriffs  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid 
counfel,  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  "  That  the  further  attendance  of  the 
"  faid  flieriffs,  and  the  further  confideration  of 
"  the  fcvcral  petitions  relative  to  the  return  made 
•'  by  them  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  at  the  laft 
"  general  eledion,  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
"  fc'nnight ;" 

It  paflcd  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  faid  ftierifFs  and  their  agent,  and  the 
faid  counfel,  were  again  called  in; 

And  the  flieriffs  having  acquainted  the  houfc, 
that  they  had  not  any  other  witneflcs  to  produce. 

The  faid  fheriffs  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid 
counfel,  were  again  direiftcd  to  withdraw. 

Refohti, 


€€ 
CC 
€€ 


§4  COVENTRY. 

Rifohedy  **  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that 
at  the  laft  general  eledlion  of  citizens  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Co- 
ventry, Thomas  Noxon  and  Thomas  But- 
•*  ler,.  the  fherifFs,  who  were  the  returning 
"  officers  at  the  faid  elcdlion,  were  not  pre- 
•*  vented,  by  riots  or  otherwife,  from  making 
*^  a  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
"  for  the  faid  city:'* 

Refolvedy  nm.  con.  *'  That  the  faid  Thomas 
"  Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  l^te  fheriffs  of 
the  faid  city  of  Coventry,  not  having  made 
any  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment, at  the  late  general  eledion,  for  the 
faid  city,  arc  thereby  guilty  of  a  high  vio- 
*'  lation  of  the  law,  and  a  grofs  breach  of 
**  the  privileges  of  this  houfe." 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  being 
propofed,  "  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxon  and 
"  Thomas  Butler  be,  for  their  faid  offence^  com-* 
mitted  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,  and- 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iffue  his  warrants  accord-* 
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An  amendment  was  propofcd  to  be  made  to 
the  queftlon,  by  leaving  out  the  words,  "  his 
•'  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,"  and  inferting  the 
■words,  "  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  at- 
•'  tending  this  houfe,"  inftead  thereof. 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words 
"  his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,"  ftand  part  of 
the  queftion; 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  queftion  being  put; 

Ordered,  "  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxon  and 
*•  Thomas  Butler,  be,  for  their  faid  offence, 
"  committed  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  New- 
*•  gate ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his 
"  warrants  accordingly." 

On  the  26th  day  of  March  the  faid  ftierifFs 
prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  fetting  forth 
that  they  had  been  found  guilty  of  a  high  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  and  a  grofs  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  houfe,  for  not  having  made  any  re- 
turn of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  at  the  laft 
general 
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general  eleftion  for  the  city  of  Coventry;  and 
that  they  were  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  great 
offence  they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  humbly 
begged  pardon  of  the  houfe  for  the  fanne. 

They  were  accordingly  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  to  the  bar  the  next  day,  when  they  were  re- 
primanded by  the  fpeaker,  and  difcharged. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  on  the  15th  of 
February,  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Roe  Yeo  and  Lord  Sheffield,  againft  the 
return  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  who  reported,  on  the  27th  of  th,e 
faid  month,  that  the  petitioners  were  duly  elefted* 

Mr.  Elwes,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
alfo  reported,  "  That  it  appeared,  that  much 
**  partiality  and  fraud  wasufed  in  theadmiflion  of 
"  perfons  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Coventry^ 
"  during  the  lafl  election  in  that  city.  The  com- 
"  mittee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
"  pedient,  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  fraudulent 
"  pradice  for  the  future,  that  a  bill  (hould  be 
*'  brought  in  for  that  purpofe." 

A  bill 


COVEN  TR  Y.  97 

A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  on  the  nth 
of  March,  for  better  regulating  elciftions  of  ci- 
tizens to  lit  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Coventry; 
•which  was  paflcd  into  a  law  on  the  14th  of  May, 
and  received  the  royal  affcnt  on  the  5  th  of  July 
following. 

This  city  is  not  under  immediate  influence, 
and  might  be  perfedlly  independent  in  the  choice 
of  its  members,  if  the  prefcnt  deftruftivc  mode 
of  treating  was  abolifhed. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  cafe  of  Hindon 
affords  us  the  only  inftance,  in  the  prefent  reign, 
of  a  profecution  being  ordered  by  the  houfe  of 
commons  againft  any  candidate  for  bribery  j  and 
that  the  Coventry  cafe  is  the  only  one  which  occurs, 
in  the  fame  period  of  time,  of  a  returning  ofKccr 
being  punifhed  for  partiality.  In  both  cafes 
the  parties  were  in  oppofition  to  government. 

Ancient  State. 

Coventry  is,  in  fome  writings,  called  Coventria, 
from  a  rich  convent  which  formerly  flood  there ; 
but  others  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  derived 
from  Cuentford,  the  name  of  a  rivulet  now  called 
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the  Sherburn,  which  runs  through  the  city.  It  is 
fituated  ninety  miles  north- weft  of  i,ondon,  ha3 
enjoyed  many  privileges  and  inununitiea  from 
feveral  of  our  kings,  and  is,  jointly  with  the  city 
of  Litchfield,  the  fee  of  a  bilhop^  £dwar4  the 
Third  granted  this  city  a  mifyor  and  two  bailiffs  j 
and  Henry  the  Sixth,  w  ho  annexed  feveral  villages 
and  hamlets  to  it,  granted,  that  the  city,  with 
nineteen  villages,  Ihould  be  an  incorporated 
county,  diftinxfl  from  the  county  of  Warwick ; 
and  that  the  baiiiffs  of  the  city  Ihould  be  fherifFs 
of  the  county ;  but  Edward  the  Fourth  was  fo 
offended  at  the  attachment  the  citizens  had  ftiewn 
to  Henry  the  Sixth,  that  he  took  the  fword 
from  the  mayor,  and  disfranchifed  the  city. 
The  citizens  however  redeemed  their  charter  by 
the  payment  of  five  hundred  marks  ;  four  years 
after  which,  that  prince  was  Co  pcrfedlly  recon- 
ciled, that  he  kept  St.  George's  feafc  at  Coventry, 
and  flood  godfather  to  the  mayor's  child. 

This  city  holds  pleas  for  all  adions  ;  has  a  gaol 
for  felons  as  well  as  debtors,  and  fends  two 
members  to  parliament. 

Coventry,  which  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the 
family  of  the  fame  name,  is  remarkable  for  a  fair ; 

on 
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on  the  firft  day  of  which  is  a  proceffion,  in  honour 
of  Lady  Godiva,  and  is  founded  on  the  following 
ifradition  : — Leofric,  earl  of  Mercia,  and  firft  lord 
of  Covenf  ry,  *ho  died  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  being  oifended 
at  the  citizens,  loaded  them  with  heavy  taxes ;  on 
which  Godiva,  his  lady,  a  woman  of  moft  exem- 
plary virtue  and  piety,  incefiantly  folicited  him 
to  eafe  their  burdens.  At  length,  tired  with  her 
importunities,  he  told  her  he  would  take  off  the 
duties,  provided  ftie  would  ride  naked,  in  open 
day-light,  through  the  mofl:  frequented  parts  of 
the  city  J  flattering  himfelf  that  her  modcfty 
would  prevent  her  complying  with  the  condition. 
The  lady,  fenfibly  touched  by  the  diftrefs  of  the 
'city,  rcfolvcd  to  relieve  it,  even  on  the  terms  prc- 
pofed.  She  therefore  iflued  orders  to  the  citizens, 
that  all  their  doors  and  windows  Hiould  be  ffiut, 
and  that  nobody  fhould  attempt  to  look  out,  on  pain 
of  death  ;  and  then  rode  naked  through  the  ftreets 
on  horfeback  f  but  her  hair,  hanging  loofe  about 
her,  was  fo  long,  that  it  covered  her  down  to  her 
legs.  It  is  added,  that  while  fhe  was  riding  in 
this  manner  through  the  ftreets,  none  dared  to 
look  at  her,  except  a  taylor,  who,  as  a  punifti- 
ment  for  his  violating  the  injuncftion  of  the  noble 
Hi  lady, 


too  COVENTRY* 

lady,  which  had  been  publifhed  with  fo  pious  and 
benevolent  a  defign,  was  ft  ruck  blind.  This 
taylor  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Peeping  Tom  ^ 
and  the  window  through  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
gratified  his  curiofity,  is  ftill  ftxewn^  with  his 
effigy  in  it ;  which  is  always  new  drefled  on  the 
anniverfary  of  the  proceffion* 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  a  parliament 
was  held  at  Coventry ;  when,  in  the  writs  directed 
to  the  iheriff,  it  was  ordered,  ^^hat  no  perfon 
Ihould  be  eledled  who  was  (killed  in  the  law  ;  on 
which  account  this  was  called  the  unlearned  par- 
liament. 

This  city  had  many  religious  houfes  and  hos- 
pitals. Here  was  a  famous  convent  of  nuns  in 
the  time  of  the.  Saxons,  under  the  government  of 
St.  OflDurg,  which  was  deftroyed  by  the  Danes  in 
1016.  In  the  room  of  this  convent  was  eredted 
a  noble  priory,  which,  according  to  Speed,  was 
founded  by  King  Canute ;  but  Dugdale  informs 
us,  that  the  Earl  of  Mercia  and  his  lady  were 
the  founders.  It  had  at  firft  an  abbot  and  twenty- 
four  Benedidine  monks,  and  was  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  St.   Peter,   and   St.  Oft)urg.  ' 

To 
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To  this  priory  the  carl  gave  twenty-four  lordftiips,- 
with  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  which  he  him- 
felf  had  enjoyed  in  them ;  and  the  charter  was 
confirmed  by  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr.  Upon 
the  vacancy  of  an  abbot,  in  1095,  Robert  de 
Limefey,  biihop  of  Chcfter,  obtained  the  cuftody 
of  the  abby,  and  leave  to  remove  his  epifcopal 
feat  thither.  The  monks,  however,  held  their 
places,  though  they  were  very  uneafy  under  his 
government  -,  and  were  at  len^jth  expelled,  and 
canons  put  in  their  roomj  but  Pope  Innocent 
turned  them  out,  and  replaced  the  monks,  who 
obtained  feveral  letters  of  proteiftioQ  from  the 
kings  and  popes,  with,  new  additions  to  their 
former  revenues.  The  priors  Had  a  feat  in  par- 
liament; and  the  monaftrycontinuedinafiourifti-. 
ing  condition  till  the  diflblution  of  religious 
houfcs,  when  its  revenues  were  valued  at  732I.  a 
year, 

In  this  city  was  an  ancient  college  or  hofpital, 
confifting  of  a  maftv  or  warden,  and  feveral 
brothers  and  fiftcrs,  founded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  chiefiy  at  the 
expence  of  Edmund,  archdeacon  of  Coventry ; 
alfo  an  hofpital,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
H  3  th? 
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the  Second,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
by  Sir  Hugh  Kevelioke ;  bcfides  which,  there  was 
a  houfe  of  Grey  friars  before  the  year  1234. 
Thefe  friars  ufed  to  exhibit  pageants  on  Corpus 
Chrifti  day,  and  performed  what  were  called 
Coventry  fports ;  which  brought  a  great  concourfe 
of  people  to  the  city.  This  houfe  having  no 
endowment,  the  monks  fubfifted  entirely  upon 
alms.  It  flood  till  the  general  diflblution,  when 
the  houfe  was  granted  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonalty  of  the  city ;  and  though  the  church 
is  demolifhed,  the  fteeple  is  ftill  ftanding.  A 
houfe  of  Carmelite  friars  was  alfo  founded  here,  in 
1342,  by  Sir  John  Poultney,  knt.  who  had  been 
four  times  lord-mayor  of  London  ;  which,  at  the 
dilTolution,  had  a  revenue  of  7I.  13s.  8d.  per 
annum* 

This  city,  which  was  made  a  mayor-town  by 
Edward  III.  and  a  county  of  itfelf  by  Henry  VL 
having  returned  to  the  four  firft  parliaments  of 
Edward  I.  intermitted  fending  members,  except 
8  Edw.  II.  and  20,  25,  Edw.  III.  till  31  Hen..VI. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  is  governed  by  a 
mayor,    recorder,    two    Iheriffs,    ten    aldermen, 

thirty- 
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thirty-one  fuperior,  and  twenty-five  inferior  com- 
mon-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election, 
1701,  February  24.     The  freemen  of  Coventry 
receiving  alms  or  charity,  have  no  right  to  vote. 

1708,  March  i.  Is  in  fuch  perfons  who  have 
ferved  apprenticelhips  for  feven  years  within  the 
city,  to  one  and  the  fame  trade,  not  receiving 
alms  or  conflaht  charities. 

Perfons  receiving  Sir  Thomas  White's  gift,  are 
thereby  difabled  from  giving  their  votes. 

It  pafled  in  the  negative. 

1708,  March  3.  Perfons  receiving  Mr.  Wheat- 
ley's  gift  not  difabled. 

171 1,  March  13.  The  memb«^  of  the  Ful- 
lers company  have  a  right  to  vole,  being  freemen, 
and  not  receiving  alms  or  weekly  charity ;  and  all 
fuch  freemen  as  do  not  receive  alms,  and  have 
ferved  feven  years  apprenticeftiip  in  the  city  or 
fuburbs,  who  do  not  receive  alms  or  weekly  charity, 

H  4  1772 
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1722,  November  20.  In  fuch  freemen  as  have 
ferved  feven  years  apprenticeftiip  to  one  and  the 
fame  trade,  in  the  fame  city  or  the  fuburbs 
thereof,  and  do  not  receive  alms  or  weekly  cha- 
rity; fuch  freemen  being  duly  fworn  and  en- 
rolled. 

Number  of  VotERS. 
Two  thoufand  four  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  fheriffs. 


WESTMORELAND. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  fmall  county  is  as  much  under  the 
command  of  an  individual,  as  the  moft 
rotten  borough  in  the  kingdom.  The  great  eftates 
which  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  pofleffcs,  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  procure  a  paflive  obedience  to  the  dida-i 
torial  authority  of  his  lordfhip.  The  mofl:  fpi- 
rited  efforts  of  the  few  independent  freeholders 

in 
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in  fupport  of  their  rights,  would  here  be  ineffi- 
cient J  nor  can  any  oppofition  to  the  above  noble- 
man's nomination  of  members  to  reprefent  it  in 
parliament,  be  productive  even  of  a  probability  of 
fuccefs. 

Ancient  State. 
This  county  takes  its  name  from  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  which  is  generally  a  moor  or  barren  heathj 
and,  from  its  fituation  with  refpect  to  another 
traft  of  mountains,  is  fometimes  called  the  Englifli 
Appennine.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  Cum- 
berland !  north-eaft,  by  the  bifliopric  of  Durham  j 
eaft,  by  Yorkftiire ;  fouth,  by  Lancalhlre  j  and  on 
the  weft,  by  part  of  Lancalhire  and  Cumberland ; 
extending  about  fixty  miles  in  length,  forty  in 
breadth,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  cir- 
cumference. 

Weflmoreland  is  one  of  the  counties  which,  in 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  was  inhabited  by  a  tribe 
of  ancient  Britons,  called  the  Brigantes,  and  con- 
tains the  traces  of  two  Roman  military  ways, 
upon  one  of  which  feveral  relics  of  very  remote 
'  antiquity  have  beendifcovered. 

In 
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In  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  this  county  was  fub- 
jcdtto  the  kings  of  the  Northumbers,  in  which 
early  times  the  mountains  in  the  fouthem  part 
were  of  great  ufe,  in  rcftraining  the  inroads  of  the 
the  Scots  and  Pidls ;  and  the  inhabitants,  being 
hardened  and  inured  to  war  by  their  conftant 
alarms, and  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  their  northern 
enemies,  were  confidered  as  a  kind  of  foldiers. 

In  the  reign  of  William  I.  this  county  feems  to 
have  been  overlooked,  either  on  account  of  its 
apparent  barrennefs,  or  its  remotcnefe  from  the 
capital ;  for  the  lands  were  not  difpofed  of  till  the 
reign  of  King  John,  who,  to  reward  the  great  fer- 
vices  of  Robert  de  Vipont,  who  had  been  with 
him  at  the  battle  of  Mirabel,  where  he  gained  a 
complete  vidlory  over  the  French,  granted  him  the 
caftles  of  Battle  and  ^Brough,  together  with  the 
whole  bailiwick  of  Weftmoreland. 

This  county  confifts  of  two  divifions  ;  the  ba- 
rony of  Weftmoreland,  fometimes  called  the  Bot- 
tom, and  the  barony  of  Kendal.  The  barony  of 
Weftmoreland,  which  includes  the  north  part  of 
the  county,  is  an  open,  champaign  country,  twenty 
miles  long  and  fourteen  broad,  confiftiog  of  arable 

and 
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and  p.iflureland.  The  baron/ of  Kendal,  which 
is  fo  called  from  the  town  of  that  name,  compre- 
hends the  fouch  part  of  that  county,  and  is  very 
mountainous:  it  has,  however,  fruitful  vallies; 
and  even  many  of  the  mountains  yield  pafture  for 
iheep  and  cattle,  while  others  are  not  only  barren, 
but  fcem  formed  of  rocks,  thrown  together  by  the 
hand  bfdifcord,  and  frightful  deferts,  laidwalle 
by  the  piercing  ftorms  of  the  north. 

With  refpe<5t  to  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  divi- 
fions,  each  of  them  are  divided  into  two  wards,  and 
each  ward  into  conilabJewicks,  the  number  of 
which  does  not  appear.  It  is  remarkable,  that  it 
was  never  divided,  either  into  hundreds,  wapen- 
takes, or  rapes,  like  other  counties ;  the  reafon  of 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be,  becaufe  the  inhabitants 
paid  no  fubfidies,  they  having  been  thought  fuffi- 
cienliy  charged,  in  being  obliged  to  defend  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  againft  the  Scots.  It  is 
fcated  in  the  province  of  York  :  that  part  which 
is  called  the  barnry  of  VV'eflmoreland,  is  compre- 
hended in  the  diocefe  of  Carlid.-  ;  and  the  other 
part,  called  the  barony  of  Kendal,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Chfftcr;  both  baronies  containing  thirty-two 
large  parifhes.  It  has  no  city,  and  only  contains 
eight 
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eight  market-tbwns,  viz,  Amblcfide,  Appleby, 
Brough,  Biirtpn,  Kendal,  Kirkby-Lonfdale,  Kirk- 
ty-Stcven,  and  Orton.  It  fends  only  four  mem^ 
bers  to  parliament,  two  knights  of  the  (hire  for 
the  county,  and  two  burgefles  for  the  borough  of 
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Political  Charaptbr. 

The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough,  although 
jhere  is  no  fpecial  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com-, 
prions  concerning  it,  is  admitted  to  be  in  burgage 
tenure.  Thefe  burgage-holds  are  now  the  pro-^ 
perty  of  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  and  the  Earl  of 
Th^net,  Hog-fties  have  been  deemed  freeholds 
Jiere,  and  purchafed  by  the  Thanet  and  Lonfdale 
families,  at  a  price  exceeding  all  belief.  The 
contention  between  thefe  two  families  has  given 
{he  borough  its  only  confequence  ;  but  they  have 
pow  agreed,  that  each  fliall  fend  one  member. 
The  eleftion  of  this  place,  therefore,  fit  down 
quietly,  to  be  reprefented  by  a  hog  or  a  horfe,  a^ 
its  noble  proprietors  fhall  think  moft  proper. 

Ancjent 


X  PPL  E  at,  109 

Ancient  State. 
Appleby,  which  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  Eden,  by  which  i£  id 
almoft  furroundcdi  is  a  place  of  great  antiquityi 
and  fuppofed,  by  Horfley,  to  be  the  Rottiart 
town,  called  Galacum ;  though  that  ftation  haSj 
fince  Camden's  time,  been  generally  placed  at 
Kirby'Thure :  but  that  Appleby  Was  the  Galacum 
of  the  Romans,  appears  from  its  0tuation,  being 
more  agreeable  to  the  diftance  mentioned  in  the 
Itinerary.  Some  fuppofe  it  Eo  have  been  Abal- 
laba,  one  of  the  ftations  by  the  line  of  the  Val* 
lum,  mentioned  in  the  Nolitia :  but  Horlley  has 
plainly  proved,  that  this  ftaiion  was  nearer  the 
wall  J  and,  as  for  the  flation  at  Kirby-Thure,  he 
has  ftiown  it  to  be  the  Brovonacae  of  the  Romans. 
In  more  modern  times  here  was  a  houfe  of 
White  friars,  faid  to  be  foimded  by  Lord  Vefey, 
Lord  Percy,  and  the  Lord  Clifford,  in  the  yeat 
12S1. 

Appleby,  which  is  the  county  town,  is  fuppofed 

formerly  to  have  had  Iheriffs  of  its  own,  and  ttf 

have  been  a  county  of  itfelf.     King  Henry  L 

gave  it  privileges  equal  to  thofe  of  the  city  of 

YorJc, 
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WILTSHIRE. 

Political   Character. 

inn  HIS  county  poflefles  all  that  fpirit  of  inde- 

■  pendence  for  which  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Somerfet  is  fo  remarkably  eminent. 
The  freeholders  and  yeomen  are  as  independent 
in  their  minds  as  in  their  fortunes ;  and  a  com- 
bination of  thofe,  who  call  themfelves  the  great 
men  of  the  county,  to  deprive  them  of  their  con- 
ftitgtional  privileges  of  eled:ing  their  own  repre- 
fentatives,  will  only  tend  to  expofe  the  inability 
and  arbitrary  principles  of  the  one  party,  and  the 
manly  exertions  and  ability  of  the  other;  when 
exercifed  in  fupporting  their  rights.  About 
twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Herbert^  now  Lord  Port- 
chefter,  was  propofed  as  one  of  the  candidates 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament ;  in  which 
he  was  fupported  by  the  whole  ariftocracy  in 
it.  The  independent  freeholders  could  not  help 
feeling  an  honourable  refcntment  at  fuch  an 
arbitrary  meafure,  the  intention  of  which  was 
IP   render  their  fufFrages   of    no  effecfl  ;    they 

therefore 
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therefore  immediateJy  oppofed  to  that  candidate 
Ambrofe  Goddard,  cfq.  one  of  their  own  body ; 
and,  after  a  poll  of  feveral  days,  viftory  was  de- 
clared for  them  in  his  favour.  They  have  alfo 
fliewn  themfelves  zealous  in  the  fupport  of  a 
parliamentary  reform.  In  1780  committees  were 
eftablifhed  in  feveral  counties  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  this  defirable  objcd ;  and  fomc  of 
the  greateft  charaifters  for  integrity  and  ability 
were  engaged  in  it ;  among  whom  were  the  Earl 
of  Abingdon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James 
Fox,  and  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  then  Earl  of 
Shelburne ;  who,  being  prevented  by  illnefs 
from  attending  a  meeting  of  the  county,  convened 
at  the  Devizes  on  the  29th  day  of  March  in  that 
year,  delivered  his  fentiments  updn  the  fubjeil 
in  the  following  letter : 

March  26,  1780. 

"SIR, 

"  I  am  very  much  mortified,  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  perform  a  duty  I  feel  fo  very 
agreeable  and  honourable,  as  that  of  attending 
the  committee  of  correfpondcnce  and  aflbciation 
at  Devizes,  on  Tuefday  next,  and  the  meeting  of 

yoL.  III.  I  th* 
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the  county,  which  is  to  be  held  the  fubfequent 
day. 

"  The  early  negative  put  upon  the  enquiry 
into  the  public  expenditure  in  the  houfe  of  lords ; 
the  refufal  of  any  account  of  places  and  penfions 
held  by  members  of  that  houfe ;  the  violence  done 
to  the  conftitution  by  the  arbitrary  removal  of 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  from  the  lord-lieutenanrcy 
of  our  county  (an  office  which  his  anceftors  have 
fo  long  and  fo  honourably  held,  I  believe,  from 
its  firft  inftitution)  for  no  other  pofTible  caufe, 
but  fqr  having  voted  as  a  free  man  upon  a  public 
queftion ;  as  well  as  by  that  of  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen  from  the  lord-lieutenantcy  of  the 
caft  riding  of  Yorkfhire. 

*'  And  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  proceed- 
ing to  lay  new  burdens,  without  taking  any^ 
much  lefs  effeSlual  economical  meafures,  in  dired* 
oppofition  to  the  prayer  of  our  petition,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  other  counties  ;  the  number  of  taxes 
propofed  to  be  fuperadded,  feme  bearing  very 
hard  upon  our  county  in  particular,  namely^ 
that  which  regards  the  private  brewery ;  befides 
the  addition  made  to  the  fevered  of  all  duties, 

that 
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that  on  fait ;  when  it  is  certain  that  triple  the 
fum  might  have  been,  and  may  ftill  be  produced 
from  the  fuppreflion  of  unneceffary  offices,  favings 
in  the  mode  of  expenditure,  and  other  econo- 
mical reforms,  which  require  only  integrity  to 
accompJifh ;  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  very  able  plan  of  reform* 
now  before  the  houfe ;  no  inquiry  made  into 
exorbitant  contradls ;  accomptants  fuffered  to 
remain  with  large  balances  at  their  own  difpofal ; 
the  meafure  for  a  commiffion  of  accounts  taken 
out  of  independent  and  dilinterefled  hands,  and 
aflumcd  by  the  authors  of  our  dillrefs,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  mock  every  idea  of  parliamentary 
independence,  or  popular  inquiry ;  no  expectation 
offered  by  the  minifter,  except  a  poflible  rever- 
lionary  redudlion  of  thofe  places  which  do  not 
contribute  to  the  influence  of  the  crown,  in  an- 
fwcr  to  the  petitions  defiring  an  abolition  of 
^ thofe  that  do;  and,  withal,  a  pofition  laid  down 
as  fundamental,  by  the  fupporters  of  the  court 
and  minifters  in  both  houfes,  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  is  not  dangerous  to  the  conflitution, 
and  is  not  increafcd,  in  contradidtion  to  the 
evidence  of  all  our  fenfes. 

la  «  Thefc 


1^6  WILtSHIkfi* 

^  Thcfe  fa(fts,  I  apprehend,  can  leave  little 
doubt  with  any  freeholder,  who  approved  of  the 
former  meeting,  of  the  neceflity  of  immediately 
aflbciating  for  the  accomplifhment  of  thofe  in- 
difpenfible  objedls,  dated  in  our  petition,  in 
as  (Irong  terms  as  conftitutronal  language  can 
dicflate. 

"  But  1  am  fenfible  th^t  it  muft  occur  to  our 
county,  as  it  has  ali^eady  done  to  others,  to  con- 
fider  what  ftcps  can  be  taken  to  obtain  that  re- 
form, of  which  our  prefent  parliament  gives  fo 
little  hope,  ailing  even  under  all  its  prefent  cir- 
cumflances  ;  or  what  fecurity  can  be  had  for  pre- 
ferving  in   future  what   we  may  have  the  good 
fortune  to  obtain  in  this  moment  of  exigence* 
It  gives  me  great  fatisfaftion  to  find,  that  it  has 
occurred  to  none  to  have  rccourfc  to  other  mean» 
than  thofe  purely  civil,  as  well  as  ftridly  confti- 
tutional.     Thou2;h  no  one  feels  with  more  con- 
cern  the  abufes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
militia,  and  particularly  the  departure  from  the 
ancient,  true,  fundamental,  and,  till  of  late  years, 
invariable  militia  principles,  of  keeping   them 
within  their  counties,  except  in  cafe  of  adlual 
invafion   (thcif  prefent  diftant  and  unneceffary 

removals 
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removals  ferving  only  to  aflimilate  them  to  the 
Handing  army,  in  principle  and  in  habits,  not 
in  difcipline),  I  ftill  have  that  confidence  in  our 
army  as  well  as  militia,  as  at  prefent  conftitutcd, 
that  I  hope  neither  are  yet  fo  eftrangcd  from  a 
love  of  the  conftitution,  as  to  give  any  juft  appre^ 
henfion  of  danger, 

*'  Two  meafures  have  offered  themfelves  for 
confideration,  which,  inafmuch  as  they  affedt  the 
houfe  of  commons,  merely,  come  unqueftionably 
within  the  province  of  our  county  meeting,  and 
cannot  by  any  mifreprefentation  be  conftrued  to 
arife  from  improper  motives  :  the  one  is,  to 
fhorten  the  duration  of  parliaments ;  the  other,  ^ 
to  equalize  the  reprefentation,  which,  at  prelent, 
confefledly  bears  no  proportion,  either  to  the 
number  of  people,  the  quantum  of  property,  or 
the  proportion  of  public  contribution ;  nor  doc? 
it  hold  to  any  rank  or  defcription  whatever^ 
but  is  the  mere  child  of  accident  or  intrigue. ' 

•'  The  people  of  England,  I  conceive,  have, 
and  always  had,  a  clear,  unalienable,  and  inde- 
feafible  right,  both  to  the  one  and  the  other,  in 
their  fullcft  extent,  upon  a  ftronger  ground  than 

1 3  that 
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that  of  any  ad  or  ads  of  parliament.  That  "  the 
houfe  of  commons  muft  be  free  in  every  circum- 
ftance  of  its  conftitution,'*  is  the  foundation-ftone 
of  our  government.  The  fame  right  which  the 
people  had  formerly,  and,  through  the  blefling 
of  God,  exerted  fo  happily  for  us,  their  pofterity, 
to  have  parliaments  frequently  h olden ^  Avhen  they 
were  aggrieved  by  the  crown's  withholding  them, 
now  goes  to  have  them  frequently  and  equally 
cbofen,  when  it  appears,  through  the  length  of 
the  duration,  and  the  inequality  of  the  repre- 
fentation,  that  they  are  flill  more  aggrieved  than 
they  were  formerly, ,  by  the  total  want  of  them  ; 
and,  if  this  Ihould  appear  to  be  the  fenfe  of  a  fair 
majority  of  the  people,  colleded  together,  either 
in  county-meetinga,  or  in  any  other  conftitutional 
mode,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  proper 
laws  will  be  immediately  enaded  to  reftore  the 
conftitution  to  its  firft  principles  in  thefe  parti- 
culars :  ^for  it  is  not  to  be  prefumcd,   that  the 

• 

prefent  defedlive  reprefcntation  would  venture  to 
opppfc  the  manifeft  fenfe  of  thofe  from  whorn 
they  derive  all  their  authority;  much  lefs  that 
the  houfe  of  lords,  conftituted  as  it  is,  or  the 
crown,  could  be  fo  ill-advifed,  as  to  deny  their 
concurrence  and  aflent  to  fo  falutary  a  reform, 

in 
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a  part  of  the  conftitution  which  more  particu- 
lar/   belongs  to  the  democracy. — Thefe  prin- 
ciples are  fo  unalterably  engraven  in  my  mind, 
that  I  Ihould  hold  myfelf  criminal  in  the  fup- 
preflion    of   them,   when  called    for.      It   will 
be  for  the  county  to  judge,  whether  they  will 
proceed  to  declaratory  refolutions  on  the  fubjedt 
of  them,  and  then  wait  till  the  fenfe  of  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom  is  fo  far  known  ;  or  whether  they 
will  be  contented  finally,  without  pufliing  the 
right  of  the  people  to  its  utmoft  extent,  by  in- 
fifting  on  an  annual  eledion,  and  a  total  change^ 
of  the  reprefcntation.     There  are  men,  of  whofe 
integrity  there  is  but  one  voice,  and  whofe  judg- 
ment deferves  every  attention  throughout  Eng- 
land, who   forefee  more   inconvenience   than  I 
confefs  I  do  in  the  whole  extent  of  thefe  propo- 
fitions.  Befides,  the  confequences  of  great  changes 
have  been,  in  all  times,  fo  uncertain,  that  it  may 
be  moft  prudent  to  avoid  them ;  efpecially  as,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  I  am  free  to  own,  that,  fo 
far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  every  end  may 
be  obtained  by  the  repeal  of  the  feptennial  acS, 
and  a  rcafonable  addition  of  county  members, 
chofen  by  diftrids,  or  under  fomc  regulation, 
which  might  preclude  all  unneceflary  expence.* 

1 4  But 
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But  I  fliall  mod  willingly,  fubfcribc  to  the  difcre^ 
tion  and  wifdom  of  the  meeting,  in  this  and  every 
other  conaderation  of  expediency ;  and  I  dare 
rely  upon  the  generofity  and  candour  of  the 
county  and  committee,  that  they  will  put  a  juft  j 

interpretation  upon  the  liberty  I  take,  meaning 
to  afflime  no  more  than  what  might  becpme  any 
other  freeholder ;  fubmitting  my  unreferved  fen-, 
timents,  in  time  of  diftrefs,  to  their  better  judg- 
ment, as  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of  attending 
in  perfon,  when  I  might  explain  myfelf  more 
particularly  upon  each  part,  as  occafion  might 
require.  I  have  nothing  fo  much  as  heart  as  to 
prove  the  fincerity  and  confiftcncy  of  my  condudl 
upon  all  occafions,  but  mod  of  all  in  the  county 
of  my  refidence,  and  among  a  neighbourhood 
whofe  good  opinion  muft  in  the  end  make  the 
V  comfort  and  honour  of  my  life. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpedl 
and  conlideration, 

"SIR, 

*'  Your  mod  obedient 

*'  And  humble  fervant, 
«  SHELBURNE/^ 

^0  John  Audry,  E/q. 
Chairman  of  the  fViltJhire  Committee. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 


This  county,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon 
hfiiuarchy,  conftituted  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Wcfiex,  derived  its  hame  from  Wilton,  formerly 
the  principal  town:  it  is  included  in  the  weftern 
circuit,  being  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
diocefe  of  Salifbury.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
and  north-welt  by  Glouccfterfhire ;  north-eaft» 
by  Berklhirc ;  eaft  and  fouth-caft,  by  Hamplhire  s 
fouth,  by  Dorfetfhire ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  So* 
merfctfhire ;  extending  fifty-four  miles  in  lengthy 
thirty-eight  in  breadth,  and  upwards  of  one  hun<- 
dred  and  forty-two  in  circumference. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was,  according 
to  Camden,  inhabited  by  the  Belgx  and  Cangi. 
It  is  called,  by  ancient  writers,  Severnia,  and 
Provincia  St;verorum,  from  Sevcria,  one  of  the 
ancient  names  of  Old  Sarum.  There  were  for- 
meriy  in  this  county  three  Roman  ways  ;  the 
two  firft  of  which  were  called,  by  the  Normans, 
the  Chcmini  Majores  .of  the  Romans,  becaufe 
they  traverfed  the  ifland  from  fea  to  fea. 

A  ditch,  called  Wanfdyke,  is  a  famous  boun- 
dary, croiuug  the  county  from  weft  to  eaft,  which 
divided 
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divides  the  fouthern  from  the  northern  part.  It 
is  generally  thought  to  be  a  corruption  or  con- 
traftion  of  the  Saxon  name  Wodenefdic,  Woden's 
ditch,  Woden  being  a  Saxon  deity,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  with  Mercury ;  but  the  common 
people  have  entertained  a  ridiculous  opinion,  that 
this  ditch  was  cut  by  the  devil  on  a  Wednefday. 
Antiquarians  make  it  a  boundary  between  the 
Weft  Saxons  and  Mercians  ;  but  others  fay,  it  was 
cut  long  before  the  Mercian  kingdom  was  fettled  ; 
which  opinion  isfupported  by  William  de  Malmf- 
bury,  who  fays,  that  in  the  year  590  the  Saxons 
W'erc  routed  by  the  Britons  at  Woden's  dyke.  Dr. 
Stukeley  fuppofes  it  to  be  older  than  the  Roman 
fettlcment.  here;  becaufc,  as  the  laft-mentioned 
gentleman  obferves,  where  the  Roman  road  runs 
acrofs  Wiltfliire,  the  rampart  of  this  ditch  is 
levelled,  in  order  to  make  a  paflage  for  it. 

This  county,  which  confifts  of  two  parts, 
•.north  and  fouth,  is  divided  into  twenty-nine 
hundreds,  containing  three  hundred  and  four 
parifties,  the  city  of  Salifbury,  and  twenty-three 
market-towns.  It  fends  thirty-four  members  to 
parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the  Ihire,  two 
citizens  for  Salifbury,  and  two  burgefles  for  each 

of 
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of  the  following  places  ;  Chippenham,  Calne, 
Cricklade,  Devizes,  Heytefbury,  Hindon,  Down- 
ton,  Great  Bedwin,  Marlborough,  Malmefbury, 
Ludgerihall,  Weftbury,  Wilton,  Wotton  Ballet, 
and  Old  Samm. 

The  moft  remarkable  part  of  South  Wiltlhire 
is  that  extenfive  place  called  SaliHiury  Plain ;  and 
rhat  noble  and  ancient  monument  of  antiquity, 
f::allcd Stonehcngc.  It  alfo  containsagreat number 
of  Roman,  Saxon,  Britifh,  and  Danilh  encamp- 
fnents. 


SALISBURY. 


Political  Character. 
IT  is  equal  in  population  to  Winchefter;  but, 
like  that  city,  Bath,  Portfmouth,  Plymouth, 
Andover,  Poole,  Tiverton,  Banbury,  and  many 
other  large  towns,  has  no  Ihare  in  eledling  the 
democratic  branch  of  the  legiflacure,  but  what 
is  exercifed  by  its  corporation,  confifting  of  a 
mayor,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and  thirty  com- 
mon-council. This  cxclufion  from  conftituiional 
rights 
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rights,  places  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns,  in 
common  with  all  the  unreprefented  part  of  the 
kingdom,  in  a  fituation  not  to  be  envied  by  the 
fubjedls  of  any  other  nation.  If  freedom  con- 
lifts  in  eled:ing  our  own  legiflators,  and  in  dele- 
gating to  them  the  authority  by  which  wc  are 
to  be  governed,  thofe  perfons  who  are  not  allowed 
the  exercife  of  this  privilege,  tafte  as  little  of 
the  fweets  of  liberty,  as  where  the  will  of  man- 
kind is  fubjed  to  an  abfolute  monarch,  or  an 
unlimited  ariftocracy. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor,  who  is  recorder  of  this 
city,  has  the  principal  intereft  with  the  corpo- 
ration, who  ufually^  eledb  one  of  his  lordfhip's 
relations  for  their  reprefentative. 

Ancient  State. 

Salift)ury,  or  New  Sarum,  which  derives  its 
name,  as  well  as  origin,  from  Old  Sarum,  was 
by  the  ancient  Romans  called  Sorbiodunum;  and 
the  Saxons,  Scaryftjrig.  It  is  fituated  in  a  valley, 
watered  by  the  Upper  Avon,  at  the  diftance  of 
eighty-three  miles  from  London. 

This  city  is  famous  for  the  antiquity  and  gran- 
deur of  its  cathedral,  which  was  finilhed  in  the 

year 


SA  L  I  SS  URVt  135 

year  1258,  at  ancxpence  of  upwards  of  26,000!. 
and  is  reckoned  one  of  the  mod  r^ular  and  ele- 
gant ^othic  Arudures  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
built  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  the  fpire,  which 
is  confidered  as  the  higheft  in  England,  rifcs 
four  hundred  and  ten  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  inclofure  of  this  cathedral  is  encompafled 
with  the  houfes  of  the  canons  and  the  preben- 
daries, which,  being  generally  of  free-ftone,  make 
the  bcfl:  appearance  of  any  in  the  city.  It  main- 
tains a  bifliop,  dean,  precentor,  chancellor,  three 
archdeacons,  a  fubdean,  fubchanter,  forty-five 
prebendaries,  fix  vicars  or  petty  canons,  fix  fing- 
ingmen,  eight  choriftcrs,  an  organift,  and  other 
officers.  The  revenues  of  the  bilhopric  were 
valued,  at  the  fuppreffion,  at  1507!.  14E.  6d.  and 
thofc  of  the  chapter  ar  721I.  i8s.  id.  Befides 
which,  there  are  three  other  churches,  dedicated 
to  St.  Martin,  St,  Thomas,  and  St.  Edmund. 

In  the  times  of  popery  there  were  feveral  other 
religious  foundations  j  particularly  the  church  of 
St.  Edmund,  which  was,  before  the  yeari270,madc 
collegiate  ior  a  provoft  and  twelve  fecular  canons, 
by  Walter  de  Willey,  bifhop  of  Salifbury.  The 
jevenue  of  this  college  ^^as  valued,  at  the  dilToIu. 

tion 
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tion,  at  I  Oil.  5  s.  lod.  per  annum.  A  college 
fouijdcd  by  Egidi  de  Bridport,  bifhop  of  Salif- 
bury,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  which,  near 
the  time  of  the  fuppreflion,  confifted  of  a  warden, 
four  fellows,  and  two  chaplains ;  a  priory  for 
Dominicans,  or  Black  friars,  founded  by  Ed- 
ward I;  a  college  dedicated  to  St.  Edith;  a 
priory  of  Francifcans,  or  Grey  friars ;  and  an 
hofpital  near  the  city,  founded  by  Richard  Poor, 
bifhop  of  Salifbury,  in  the  year  1382,  which  at 
the  diiTolution  had  a  revenue  Valued  at  25I.  a 
year. 

This  city  fent  members  anno  23  Edw.  L 

Corporation. 

It  was  firft  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III. 
and  afterwards  by  Queen  Anne,  and  confifts  of  a 
mayor,  recorder,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and 
thirty  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1689,  April  I.  Is  in  the  mayor  and  corpora- 
tion. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fifty-four. 


Patron. 
Earl  of  Radnor,  partially. 


WILTON 
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WILTON. 

Political  Character, 
THIS  borough,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to 
the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  is  entirely  under 
hislordfliip's  influence.  The  right  of  eletftion' is 
in  the  corporation,  confiding  of  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, five  aldermen,  three  capital  burgefles, 
and  eleven  coitimon-councilmcn.  Thefe  are  all 
in  the  intereft  of  his  lordftiip ;  an  oppofition  to 
which  would  beattcnded  only  with  expence;  fo  that 
his  nomination  of  the  members  to  reprefent  it  in 
parliament  is  final  and  commanding. 

Ancient  State. 
Wilton,  which  is  a  very  ancient  town,  appcan 
to  have  been  called  Ellandunum,  but  afterwards 
took  the  name  of  Wilton,  from  its  being  feated  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  Willey.  Here  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  fought  a  battle  with 
Bcorwolf,  King  of  the  Mercians,  in  the  year  S2  r, 
when  Egbert,  gaining  the  vidory,  was  never  after 
moleftcd  by  the  Mercians.  Here  alfo  King 
Alfred,  in  the  year  871,  fought  the  Danes;  and 
though  in  the  beginning  he  had  the  advantage,  in 

the 
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the  end  he  was  driven  out  of  the  field.  The  lofs 
of  the  Danes,  however,  was  fo  great,  that  they 
petitioned  for  a  truce,  and  promifed  to  depart  the 
kingdom.  During  the  government  of  the  reft  of 
the  Saxon  king5,  this  town  was  very  populous  ancl 
extremely  flouriftiing, 

Wulfton,  carl  or  duke  of  Wiltfhire,  built  a 
fmall  monaftry  here,  and  repaired  an  ancient 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  together  with  a 
chantry,  in  which  he  placed  a  college  of  priefts, 
about  the  year  0773;  but  in  the  year  8co, 
Alburga,  his  widow,  converted  this  college  into 
a  nunnery.  In  871,  King  Alfred,  having  built  a 
new  nunnery  here,  removed  hither  the  nuns  of 
St.  Mary,  who  were  twenty-fix  in  number.  Thi^ 
,j|cw  nunnery,  which  was  of  the  Benedi(5line  order, 
was  at  firft  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Bartho-* 
lomew,  but  afterwards  lo  St.  Edith,-  and  at  the 
diflblution  was  endowed,  according  to  Dugdale, 
with  60 1 1.  IS.  id.  and,  according  to  Speed,  with 
about  65 2I.  per  annum.  Here  was  alfo  a  houfc 
of  Black  friars^ 

The  county  courts  are  ufually  held  here,  and 
the  knights  of  the  fhire  chofen. 

This 


«  1  L  T  O  H.  >29 

This  borough  fent  members  anno  23  Ed<!i'ard  I. 
and  has  countinued  to  do  foj  notwithftanding  its 
decay  on  the  increafe  of  Salilbury, 

CoRPORATIOlf. 

By  charter  of  Henry  VIII.  it  conlifts  of  a  mayor« 
recorder,  five  aldermen,  three  capital  burgeffes, 
and  eleven  common-counciUnen, 

Right  of  Election. 
1 702,  November  2  8.  The  ele-Sion  of  any  per- 
fon  to  be  a  burgefs  of  Wilton,  who  has  not  taken 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  England,  within  one 
year  before  fuch  eledlion,  is  a  void  eleiflion. 

1710,  March  17.  Agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor 
and  burgelTes,  who  are  to  do  all  corporate  ai5ts, 
and  receive  the  facrament. 

Number  of  voters. 
Twenty-four. 

Returning  Officir. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Pembroke. 
Vol.  III.  K  POWNTON. 
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DOWNTON. 

"  0 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eled:ion  in  this  borough  is  in  the 
burgiftge-holders.  The  tenures  which  give  this 
privilege,  are  all  the  property  of  the  families  of 
the  Earl  of  Radnor,  or  of  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  be- 
tween whom  an  oppofition  has  fubfifted  for  many 
years. 

This  conteft  has  caufed  a  petition  to  parliament 
at  every  election  fince  the  palling  of  the  Grenville 
acfl. 

The  firfl:  was  tried  in  1775,  in  which  Sir  Philip 
Hales,  and  John  Cooper,  efq.  were  petitioners 
on  the  Shaftoe  intercft,  again  ft  Thomas  Dun- 
combe,  efq.  and  Thomas  Dummer,  efq.  fitting 
members  on  the  Radnor  intereft  j  in  which  the 
Shaftoe  intereft  was  fuccefsful. 

The  fecond  was  tried  in  February  1780,  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  on  his  own  in- 
tereft, againft  the  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bouverie, 
on  that  of  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Radnor ;  in 
which  Mn  Shaftoe  was  fuccefsful. 

The 
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■  The  third  was  tried  in  MarcK  1781,  in  which 
John  Saunders,  efq.  and  Alexander  Hume,  cfq. 
were  petitioners,  and  Rpbert  Stpfcoe,  efq.  and 
the  Hon,  Henry  Seymour  Conway,  cfq,  were 
fitting  members ;  when  the  Shaftoe  intereft  was 
again  fuccefsful. 

The  fourth  was  tried  in  June  and  July  1784, 
when  there  was  a  double  return ;  Mr.  Shaftoe,  and 
the  Hon.H.  S.  Conway,  upon  the  Shaftoe  intereft  j 
and  the  Hon.  Edward  Bouverie,  and  the  prefent 
Sir  WilHam  Scott,  on  the  Radnor  intercA  ;  when 
Mr.  Shaftoe  was  declared  duly  eleifted,  and  the 
elctflion  void  with  relpe<ft  to  a  fecond  member. 

The  fifth  petition  was  in  confequence  of  the 
above  vacancy,  when  a  double  return  again  took 
place  :  the  Hon.  E.  Bouverie,  in  the  Radnor  in- 
tereft, and  the  Hon.  H.  S.  Conway,  in  the  Shaftoe 
intereft ;  when  the  Shaftoe  party  was  again  fuc- 
celsfiil. 

The  fixth  petition  was  at  the  laft  general  elec- 
tion, in  1 790,  which  was  tried  the  cnfuing  year, 
•when  Mr.  Shaftoe  and  his  colleague  petitioned 
againft  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bou- 
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veric,  and  Sir  William  Scott,  who  had  been  re- 
turned on  the  Radnor  intefeft;  when  that  intereft 
for  the  fccond  tim^  became  fuccefsful. 

The  number  of  legal  votes  in  this  borough  do 
not  appear  to  be  above  twenty.  Sir  Philip  Hales» 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  in  177  5, were  declared  duly  eleded 
with  eleven,  and  ten  votes ;  but  they  arc  fometimes 
Iplit  into  four  times  that  number. 

The  right  is  admitted  to  be  in  perfons  having 
a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage-tenements,  holden 
by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  and  fuit  of  court  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who  is  lord  of  the  bo- 
rough, and  paying  reliefs  on  dcfccnt,  and  fines 
on  alienation. 

The  points  at  ifllie  upon  thefc  fevcral  petitions 
were,  fplitting,  and  occafionality ;  and  whether  the 
returning  officer  was  the  deputy  of  the  Biihop  of 
Wincheftcr's  bailiff,  or  the  deputy  of  the  fteward 
of  the  leflee  of  the  manor ;  the  faid  manor  and 
borough  having  been  leafed  out  for  lives  from 
the  reignof  Elizbech. 


The 
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The  late  Anthony  DuncombCj  Lord  Fcverfliam, 
was  proprietor  of  the  greater  part  of  the  burgages 
in  Downton ;  to  fome  of  which  he  was  entitled 
under  a  fettlementof  Sir  Charles  Duncombej  the 
reft  hehad  purchafed.  Upon  his  death  in  1763 
with  male  iffue,  the  fettled  eftate  defcended  to 
the  late  Mr.  Duncombe ;  the  remainder  of  his 
eftates  in  Downton,  he  by  will  direded  to  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  his  two  daughters,  giving  the 
refufal  of  them  to  the  Duncombe  family,  in  order 
to  prevent  difputes.  The  prefent  Earl  of  Radnor 
married  one  of  the  daughters,  and  Mr.  Bowater 
the  other.  Mr.  Duncombe  alfo  left  a  daughter, 
married  to  Mr.  Shaftoe,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
his  Downton  eftate.  The  trufts  of  Lord  Fever- 
fliam's  will  not  having  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion, the  manner  in  which  his  iruftees  exerted 
the  influence  of  his  property,  occafioncd  a 
new  fcheme  of  eledion  in  Downton,  after  the 
diOblution  of  the  parliament  in  1780;  for,  in  the 
former  elciftions,  the  oppofition  to  Mr.  Dun- 
combe's  family  had  not  been  maintained  by  the 
eftate  of  Lord  Fcverfiiam,  or  by  any  other  femily  ' 
intereft,  but  by  the  legal  obje^ions  before  men- 
tioned;  but,  in  the  eleiftions  of  1784  arid  1790, 
Mr.  Shaftoe,  having  the  ftrength  of  Mr.  Dun- 
K  3  combe's 
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combe's  property,  was  oppofed  by  that  of  Lord 
Feverfham's,  which  his  truftees  employed  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  Bifhop  of  Winchefter's  bailiff  deputy,  and 
Sir  Philip  Hales,  the  leflee  of  the  manors,  (lewardE 
deputy,  each  taking  upon  them  to  adt  as  return- 
ing officer. 

The  former  admitted  upon  his  poll^ 


For  Shaftoe,           — 

50 

Conway,         — 

49 

Bouverie, 

-         38 

Scott,             — 

37 

The  latter,  upon  his  poll,  made  the  numbers^ 

For  Bouverie,         —  44 

Scott^  ■—  43 

Shaftoe,           —  2 

Conway,          •—  i 

The  committee  determined,  that  the  deputy 
fteward  of  the  leffee  was  the  legal  returning  oC 
ficer^ 


To 
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To  follow  this  intricate  inveftigation  of  the 
right  of  twenty  thatched  cottages  to  return  two 
members  to  parliament,  would  be  a  warte  of  our 
time,  and  our  readers'  patience ;  nor  would 
the  three  volumes,  to  which  we  have  limited  our 
work,  admit  a  report  of  all  the  fix  cafes.  Should 
not  a  reform  of  this  fyftem  of  reprcfentation  ren- 
der this  reporting  bufinefs  premature,  we  fliall 
fooh  fee  the  cafes  of  boroughs  without  houfes, 
and  reprefentatives  without  conftituents,  exceed 
the  voluminous  bulk  of  the  ftatutes  at  large. 

Ancient  State. 

Downton,  or  Dunkton,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
caft  fide  of  the  Avon,  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription. 

This  borough  having  returned  to  parliament 
from  23  Edw.  I.  to  38  Edw.  III.  ceafed  fending, 
except  I  Hen.  V.  till  20  Henry  VL 

Right  of  Election,- 

1775,  Feb.  4.  Was  confidered,  by  the  counfel 
on  both  fides,  in  their  arguments,  to  be  inperfons 
having  a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage  tenements, 
holden,  by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  andfuit  of  court, 

K  4  of 
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* 

of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who  is  lord  of  the 
borough,  and  paying  reliefs  on  defcent,  and  fines 
on  alienation. 

I  Dougl.  El,  235.  There  is  no  determination 
on  the  right  of  eledlion. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  twenty ;  fometimes  fplit  into  eighty. 

Returning  Officer.  ^ 

The  deputy   fteward    of  the   leffee    of  the 

manor. 

Patrons. 

Earl  of  Radnor,  and  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq. 


HINDON- 


Political  Character. 


THE  right  of  elcdlion  in  this  borough  is  in  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  the 

number 
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number  of  which  is  two  hundred  and  ten. 
Shaftefljuiy,  Arundel,  Stockbridge,  and  this 
place,  have  exhibited  the  moft  flagrant  a6b  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  before  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  nearly  fimilar  in  their  cir- 
cumftances,  and  equally  injurious,  in  their  confe- 
quences,  to  thofe  which  we  have  reported  of 
Shoreham  and  Cricklade ;  though  the  two  lafl;  are 
the  only  places  to  which  an  efFeifhial  remedy  has 
been  applied,  by  carrying  the  right  of  fufFrage 
to  fuch  an  extent  of  diftrift,  as  ftiall  increafe 
tht  number  of  voters  to  a  limit  that  the  purfe  of 
an  individijal  cannot  feduce. 

The  cafe  of  Hindon  is  the  only  one  in  the 
prefent  reign,  in  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
have  direifled  a  profecution  againft  the  fitting 
members,  or  petitioners  ;  and  in  this  inftance  it 
appears  to  have  been  attended  with  Angular  hard- 
fliip,  as  the  promifes  made  to  the  electors,  on 
behalfofthc  fitting  members,  were,  by  an  impru- 
dent and  unpardonable  officioufnefs  of  their 
agents,  without  cither  the  authority  or  knowledge 
of  their  principals ;  and  the  petitioners  upon 
their  trial  were  acquitted. 

The  petition  was'  heard  before  a  committee  of 

the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  month  of  February, 

1775. 
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1775.  The  fitting  members  were  T.  B.  Hollis, 
cfq.  and  General  Smith ;  the  petitionei-s,  Richard 
Beckford,  efq.  and  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  Re- 
c'procal  charges  of  bribery  were  made  by  each 
f  iarty,  and  fubftantially  proved  againft  the  agents 
of  both  J  whereupon  the  committee  determined. 

That  Richard  Smith,  efq.  is  not  duly  eleded 
^  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the  county  of 

Wilts ; 

That  Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  efq.  is  *  not 
duly  ele^fled  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hindon  5 

That  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, is  not  duly  eledled  a  burgefs  to-  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 

Hindon ; 

That  Richard  Beckford,  clq.  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, is  not  duly  eleded  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Hindon ; 

That  the  laft  eledlion  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  was.a  void  eledion. 

At 
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At  the  iamc  time  Mr.  Dundas  acquainted  the 
houfe,  thnt  in  the  courfe  of  the  examination  into 
the  meriH  of  the  petition  of  James  Calthorpe.  efq. 
and  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  it  having  appeared 
to  the  committee,  that  the  moft  flagrant  and  no- 
torious aiSs  of  bribery  and  corruption  had  been 
pratSifed ;  and  that  a  very  conflderable  majority 
of  the  eleiSors  of  the  borough  of  Hindon  had 
been  bribed  and  corrupted  in  a  very  grofs  and 
extraordinary  manner ;  and  that  feveral  others  of 
the  faid  eledors  had  been  concerned  as  agents 
Hot  that  purpofc :  the  committee,  defirous'  that 
the  houfe  might  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  dis- 
courage, and  if  poffible  put  an  end  to  a  pradice 
fo  fubverfive  of  the  freedom  of  elccftions,  had 
diredcd  him  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  given  before  the  faid  committee, 
with  their  opinions  thereupon.  And  he  read  the 
report  in  his  place,  -and  afterwards  delivered  it  in 
at  the  taWe,  where  the  fame  was  read ;  and  the 
refolutions  ofthe  committee  are  as  follow : 

Refolved,  "  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 

"  That  Richard  Smith,  efq.  by  his  agents, 

"  has  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in 

"  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelf  to   be 

"  eledted 
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"  elciflcd  and  returned  a  burgefs  to  fcrve  in 
"  this  prefent  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
*•  Hindon,  inthecounty  of  Wilts." 

The  like  refolution  refpeding  Mr.  Hollis. 

Refolvedy  '*  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
*'  That  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  by  his  agents, 
*'  has  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in 
"  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelf  to  be 
**  cledled  and  returned  a  burgefs,  to  ferve  in 
*'  this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
«'  rough  of  Hindon.*' 

Rejolved,  **  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
«•  That  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  has,  by  his 
agent,  endeavoured,  by  promife  of  money, 
to  procure  himfelf  to  be  eledbed  and 
'*  returned  a  burgefs,  to  ferve  in  this  prefect 
"  parliament,  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hin- 
«  don.'* 

Rejolved^  *'  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  That  the  Reverend  John  Nairn,  of  Hin- 
•«  don  ;  Falham  Nairn,  efq.  late  of  Berry's^ 
^«  ftreet,    St.    James's;    Francis   Ward,  of 

•♦  Sher^ 


Cf 
Cf 
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"  Shcrbome-Iane,  London;  Stevens,  abuc- 
«  chcr,  at  Saliftiury,  commonly  called  Job- 
«  her  Stevens,  See.  &c.  (in  all,  thirteen, 
"  ^)ecified  by  name)  have  aded  as  agents, 
"  and  have  been  acccflary  to,  and  concerned 
«  in,  notorious  afts  of  bribery  and  cornip- 
."  tion,  th?t  have  been  pradtifed  at  the 
"  lad  ele<5i:ion  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hin- 
"  don." 

Refelved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
"  mittee,  that  the  houfe  be  moved  for  leave 
"  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  diffranchife  the  faid 
"  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the  county  of 
"  Wilts." 

The  confideration  of  this  report  was  adjourned 
till  the  a3d  of  February  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  an  order  was  made,  that  the  fpcaker  fhould 
not  iffue  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ,  till  the  houfe 
proceeded  to  fuch  confideration. 

On  that  day,  it  was  Ordered,  "  That  leave  be 

"  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  incapacitate, 

•*  from  voting  at  eledions  of  members  of 

*•  parliament,  one  hundred  and  ninety  per- 

"foni 
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*'  fons  by  name  (including  feveral  of  thofc 
«*  mentioned  in  the  fifth  refoiutions  of  the 
**  committee),  out  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
•«  who  had  polled  at  the  eledtion ;  and  for 
^*  the  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in 
•*  the  eIe<Slion  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
'*  liament  for  Hindon." 

Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Elwes,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  committee,  were  ordered 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  this  bill ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  it  was  Re/ohed,  "  That  the  Speaker 
*•  fhould  not  ifllie  his  warrant  to  make  out  a  new 

• 

^  writ  for  a  month  longer.'* 

On  the  8  th  of  March  Mr.  Dundas  prefented 
the  bill,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  the  29th  of  that  month.  It 
was  of  courfe  alfo  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  % 
printed  copy  of  the  bill,  with  the  order  for  the 
fecond  reading,  was  ordered  to  be  ferved  on  all 
the  pcrfons  named  in  it ;  and  it  was  Re/bhed, 
^  That  leaving  them  at  their  refpedive  abodes 
•*  Ihould  be  good  fervice." 

The  day  following  (the  29th  of  March)  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  the  queftion 

being 
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being  propofedj  for  reading  the  bill  a  fecond 
time^  the  melTenger.  who  had  been  charged  with 
the  fcrvice  of  the  copies  of  it  on  the  parties, 
was  called  to  prove  fuch  ferrice ;  and  Thomw 
Spencer,  one  of  the  perfons  named  in  the  bill, 
was,  at  his  own  defire,  heard  on  behalf  of  himfelt 
againfl:  the  bill  :  then,  inconfequenceof  a  motion 
for  that  purpofe,  the  entry  on  the  journals  of  the 
houfe,  of  the  2 2d  of  March,  1722-23,  and  the 
4th  of  April,  1723,  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  upon  the  bill  for  infliding  certain  pains 
and  penalties  upon  Francis,  Lord  Biftiop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  was  read;  after  which,  the  bill  wa» 
read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  it  was  Re/ehed,  "  That  it 
"  ftiould  be  confidered  in  a  committee  of  the 
"  whole  houfe,  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  that  the 
"  petitioners  againft  it  (hould  be  heard  before  that 
"  committee,  by  themfelvcs  or  their  counfel," 

"  That  it  be  an  inftru<5lion  to  the  fa  id  com- 
"  mirtce  of  the  whole  houfe,  that  they  have 
■"  power  to  receive  a  claufe,  or  claufes,  for  in- 
«■  flitfting  a  fuitable  punifliment  on  the  faid  Ri- 
«  chard  Smith,  efq.   for  his  faid  ofTence," 

"  It  pafTed  in  the  negative." 

And 
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And  the  fecond  rcfolutidn  being  read,  ajid  a 
fimikr  queftion  put,  refpcding  Mr.  Hollis,  that 
likewife  paffed  in  the  negative;  which  being 
done,  the  houfe  refplved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  on  the  bill. 

In  this  committee,  it  being  propofed  to  call 
certain  perfons,  named  in  the  bill,  and  incapa- 
citated by  it,  to  prove  the  allegations  it  con- 
tained (for  it  had  been  debated  and  fettled  in  the 
houfe,  in  fome  former  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  that 
the  evidence  before  the  felcdt  committee,  and 
reported  by  them,  could  not  be  admitted  upon 
this  occafion),  it  was  objedled,  that  they,  being 
parties,  and  like  defendants  in  an  indicflment, 
could  not,  without  overturning  the  known  rules 
of  law  and  juftice,  be  received  as  witnefles  in  this 
cafe.  This  objection  produced  a  debate;  and 
though  it  was  treated  as  of  no  weight,  by  fome 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  it  was  (tre/iuoufly  fup- 
ported  by  others,  and  proved  fatal  to  the  bill;  for 
all  the  perfons  who  were  capable  of  proving  the 
facls,^  and  who  had  proved  them  before  the  feleft 
committee,  were  themfelves  offenders,  and  named 
in  the  bill. ' 

When 
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^Vheit  &e  ipsdcor  refunted  the  chiifi  on  •d 
motion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  leave  was  ^ven  to  briqg 
in  a  new  bill,  iimilar  to  the  former^  but  leaving 
Qift  the  names  of  certain  pCFfops*  who  were  in- 
tended to-be  made  ufeof  aa  witnefles;  and  Mr* 
Solicitor^ganeral,  Sir  Oeoige  Hay,  Mr.  <5ren- 
Viilc,  and  I^rd  Geofge  Germaine,  together  with 
(be  rnembors  of  the  fcle^  committee,  were  or- 
dered to  prepare  and  t»ing  it  in* 

On  WedneHiy,  thtf  lath  of  April,  Mr.  Dun-* 
das  prefented  this  new  bill  j  which  being  received^ 
and  read  the  firft  time,  the  houfe  was  nioved« 
that  the  fiJur  ftrfl;  itifolutions  of  the  feleft  com- 
jratteelhQold  be  read :  and  thti  being  accordingly 
^done,  the  2ath  day  of  April  was  af^inted  f0t 
the  fecond  readii^.  A  iitnilar  order  to  what  had 
been  made  on  the  former  occaiion,  was  now 
made,  relative  to  the  ierving  of  the  parties  with 
copies ;  and  orders  were  made  feverallyj  that 
Francis  Mead,  Thomas  Spencer,  Johft  Beckoc 
(iaker)t  John  fiecket^  fon  of  William,  John 
^Idwin,  William  Crabb,  Thomas  Fcniy,  Tho^ 
mas  Richardlbn,  and  Thomas  More,  perfona 
<named  in  the  former,  but  omitted  in  this  bill. 

Vol.  IIL  L  ihouM 
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Ihould  attend  the  houfe,  at  the  time  appointed 
for  the  fecond  reading. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  now  read,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the 
counfel  againft  it  (Mr.  Pepys,  for  the  petitioners 
incapacitated  by  the  bill ;  Mr.  Bearcroft  for  the 
other  petitioners,  eledtors  of  Hindon ;  and  Mr. 
Macdonald,  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nairn)  being  called 
in,  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Howell  and  others  was  read, 
'  and  counfel  heard^ 

The  bill  was  then  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe  for  the  enfuing  day ;  and  the 
feveral  petitions  were  referred  to  that  conmiittee^ 
and  the  witnefles  ordered  to  attend. 

On  Thurfday  the  27th  of  April,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Howell  and  others,  praying  to  be  ad^. 
mitted  witnefles,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe :  and^Mr.  Elwes,  chairman  of 
that  committee,  reporting,  that  Thomas  Howel|» 
on  being  examined  in  relation  to  the  non-attend- 
ance of  Thomas  Spencer  and  John  Becket,  two 
^f  the  witneffes  who  had  been  fummoned,  had 

grofsly 
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grofsl/  prevaricated,  he  was  ordered  to  be  com* 
mitted  to  Newgate ;  and  afterwards,  Mr.  Elwcs 
reporting,  that  William  Lucas,  being  examined 
before  the  committee,  had  grofsly  prevaricated^ 
and  given  falfe  evidence,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  Gate-Houfe* 

A  iimilar  report,  and  the  like  order,  were 
inade^  concerning  Henry  Ghant ;  and  Mn  Elwes 
reporting,  that  Speneer  and  Becket  had  attended 
the  day  before,  ift  purfuance  of  the  order  of  the 
houfe,  but  had  purpofely  kept  out  of  the  wajr^ 
to  avoid  beitig  ferved  with  the  order  for  their  at- 
tendance this  day,  they  were  ordered  to  be  fent 
for  in  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms ;  and  an 
order  being  made  for  the  houfe  to  refolvc  itfelf 
again,  on  the  Tuefday  following,  into  a  com* 
tnittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  for  the  future  confi* 
deration  of  the  bill,  the  orders  for  the  attendance 
of  the  witnellea  were  renewed. 

On  Monday  the  i  ft  of  May,  Thomas  Howell 

•  •     • 

was  ordered  to  be  removed  from  Newgate  to  the 
Giite-Houfe,  having  petitioned  the  houfe  for  that 
purpofe. 

1  i  On 
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On  Tucfdaijr  the  id  of  May,  the  ftrjcant  at 

iarms  being  called  upon  to  give  an  aiccount  of 

nehat  had  been  done,  in  relation  to  the  taking 

Thomas  Spencer,  and  John  Becket,  the  meflengers 

who  A^'ere  fent  in  fearch  of  thiSm  mfomied  the 

houfe,  that  very  flrid  inquiry  had  been  made 

after  them,  but  that  they  were  not  as  yet  taken  : 

upon  which  the  cbrhmJttce  of  the  whole  houfe, 

for  the  confideratioh  of  the  bill,  was  put  off  till 

the  Monday  following ;  the  orders  for  the  witneffes 

were  renewed ;  and  it  being  fufpedcd,  from  the 

tcllimony  given  by  the  perfons  who  had  been 

committed,  that  Mr.  Smith  and   Mr.   Fafham 

Nairn  had  been  cbncerned  ih  fecreting  Spencer 

and  Becket,  they  were  ordered  to  attend  tn  the 

Monday. 

On  Monday  the  Sth  ^bf  May,  petitions  were 
prefented  from  Howell  khd  Lucas,  acknowledg- 
ing their  prevarications,  which  they  faid  were 
unintentional;  but  alledging  they  had  declared  all 
they  knew  concerning  Spencer  and  Becket,  and 
deiiring,  on  account  <rf  their  poverty,  and  their 
having  femilies  to  maintain,  that  they  might  be 

admitted  to  alk  pardon  at  the  bar  of  the  hqul^ 

and 
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and   be    difchargcd    without    the   payment  of 
fees  i 

Thefe  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 


The  like  information  as  on  the  Tuefday  pre- 
ceding, was  given  by  the  meffcngers  who  had  been 
fent  in  fearch  of  them,  concerning. Spencer  and 
Becker. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Captain  Fafiiam  Nairn  were 
then  examined,  in  relation  to  the  non-attendance 
of  Spencer  and  Becket  j  after  which,  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
on  this  bufinefs  being  read,  it  was  Refelved,  "  That 
"  it  appeared  to  the  houfe,  that  from  the  ab- 
«*  fence  of  Spencer  and  Becket,  two  material  wit- 
*'  ncfles  in  fupport'of  the  bill,  it  would  not  be 
"  expedient  to  proceed  in  it  in  this  fefHon  of  par- 
*•  liamcnt." 

It  was  then  feverally  refotved,  that  the  houfe 

would  take  the  report  of  the  feleft  committee 

who  were  appouiKd  to  try  the  petition  of  James 

L3  Cal- 
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Galthorpe,  and  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  into  fufr 
|:her  confideration,  as  early  as  poffible  the  next 
feiljion;  that  until  then  no  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  fhould  be  ordered;  and  that  an  humble 
addrefs  fhould  be'  prefented  to  the  king,  to  ifTue 
a  proclaqiation  for  apprehending  Spencer  ^nd 
Becket,  with  the  promife  of  a  reward,  fo  that 
they  might  be  delivered  into  the  cuflody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms  during  this  feflion  of  parliament; 
and  this  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by 

fuch  members  of  the  houfe  as  were  members  of 

.    .  '  •        --    •         ...      ■  -■ ' 

the  privy-council. 

Then,  upon  motion  for  that  purpofe,  the  fir  ft 
refolutipn  of  the  feledl  committee,  as  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe  on  the  23d  of  February,  was 
read;  and  then,  upon  a  motion  for  that  pur- 
pofe, the  following  entry  in  the  votes  of  the  houfe^ 
of  the  cth  of  December  laft,  was  read. 

Rifolvedy  *^  That  if  it  fhall  appear  that  any  per-. 
«  fon  hath  p|-ocured  hiinfelf  to,  be  eleft^ 
*«  or  returned  a  member  of  this  houfe,  or 
"  endeavoured  fo  to  be,  by  bribery,  or  any 
«f  pther  corrupt  pradices,   this  houfe  will 

-  pro- 


<c 
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«*  proceed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  againft 
*'  fuch  perfon." 

And  an  order  made, 

"  That  the  attorney-general  do  forthwith  pro- 
fecute  Richard  Smith,  efq.  for  the  faid  offence/' 


The  fecond  refolution  was  read  in  like  manner, 
and  the  like  order  made,  that  the  attorney-general 
fhould  profecute  Mr.  HoUis. 

The  third  refolution  being  alfo  read,  a  motion 
made,  and  the  queftion  propof?d,  that  the  at- 
tprney-generj^l  (hould  profecute  James  Calthorpe, 
efq.  the  previous  queftion  was  put,  and  refolved 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  then  the  like  order  was 
inade  for  the  profccution  of  Mr.  Calthorpe, 

Laftly,  the  fourth  refolution  being  read,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  attorney-general  (hould  like  wife 
fgrthwith  profecute  Mr.  Beckford. 

• 

'  The  addrefs  for  apprehending  of  Spencer  and 
Becket  was  prefented  to  the  king,  and  the  pro- 
clamation iflued ;  but  on  the  Thurfday  the  1 1  th 
of  May,  they  furrcndered  themfelves ;  and,  it  being 

L  4  feverally 
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fcvcrally  refolved  by  the  houfe,  *'  That  they  had 
^*  purpofely  abfconded,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
**  ferved  with  an  order  for  their  attendance,  aaf 
f*  witneflcs,  on  a  committee  of  the  houfe/'  they 
were  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Newgate. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1775,  the  houfe  refolved  to 
take  the  whole  matter  into  their  mod  ferious  coq- 
flderation  as  early  as  poflible  in  the  next  feflion  of 
parliament,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  no  wafr 
rant  fhould  be  ordered  for  a  new  writ. 

On  th(C  31ft  of  January,  1776,  an  order  wa? 
made,  that  leave  fhould  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bil| 
for  the  fame  purpofe^  with  the  two  which  ha^ 
been  brought  in  during  the  former  feffion. 

Monday  the  5  th  of  February,  the  bill  wa^ 
brought  in,  and  the  fccond  reading  was  fijced  for 
^he  19th* 

Variops  petitions  were  prefented  by  interefted 
parties  againft  the  bill,  who  were  heard  by  coon- 
fel ;  and  after  innumerable  debates  and  adjourn- 
pients,  the  houfe  came  to  the  following  refolu-r 
tion. 

2  Refolved 


r 
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Hejohfid^  "  That,  this  houfc  will,  upon  this  day 
^'  three  months,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
^*  n^ittec  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confidcr 
^*  further  of  the  bill  to  incapacitate  certain 
^'  perfons  therein  mentioned,  from  voting 
^*  at  elections  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parlia- 
^*  ment  for  the  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the 
^^  county  of  Wilt5.*' 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  by  this  refqlo* 
tlon  the  bill  was  virtually  thrown  out ;  it  was 
known  thsu  the  feflion  would  be  at  an  end»  long 
before  the  day  appointed  for  taking  it  again  into 
confkleration ;  and  all  bills  depending  at  the  end 
of  a  feflion  fall,  of  courfe,  to  the  ground.  If  the 
houfe  had  intended  to  take  up  the  affair  in  the 
fucceeding  feflion,  they  would  have  come  to  a 
like  rcfohition  with  that  of  the  8th  of  May,  1775 1 
but  ia  truth  there  was  no  fuch  defign. 

Mr.  Douglas  obferves,  that  there  would  be 
great  difficulty  in  fixing  on  the  new  clafs  of  voters^ 
becaufe  the  influence  of  different  gentlemen  of 
property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  would 
)iave  been  more  or  \tk  increafed,  or  diminiihed, 

according 
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according  as  the  freeholders  of  one,  two,  or  more 
hundreds  (hould  have  been  admitted  to  a  partici- 
pation of  the  right  of  eledion.  There  was  fome 
danger  therefore,  that  a  law  which  in  its  origin 
was  intended  to  be  a  public  benefit,  and  to  amend 
the  conflitupon,  might,  in  the  end,  turn  out  a 
mere  job,  and  become  fubfervient  to  the  parti, 
cular  intereft  of  certain  individuals ;  in  fliort, 
many  who  had  at  firft  promoted  and  fupported 
the  bill,  began  in  the  courfe  of  the  fcffion  to  alter 
their  opinion  with  regard  to  it,  or  loft  at  leaft 
much  of  the  zeal  which  they  had  formerly  fhewn 
for  its  fuccefs.  On  the  different  occafions  when 
it  was  to  be  taken  into  confideration,  there  was 
often  other  bufinefs  more  urgent,  and  more  ge- 
nerally intereft ing,  to  be  difcufled ;  and  by  the 
time  that  was  finiftied,  and  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  houfe  to  refolvc  itf  elf  into  a  committee  on 
the  Hindon  bill  called  for,  the  greater  number 
of  members,  already  worn  out  by  long  attendance, 
were  glad  to  leave  the  houfe:  advantage  was 
taken  rf  this  by  fome  gentlemen,  who,  from  the 
beginning,  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing  their  re- 
folution  of  employing  every  means  and  every 
ftratagem  which  the  forms  of  procedure  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  ftiould  furnifti,  or  authorife,  in 

2  order 
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|S>rder  to  defeat  the  bill .  Forty  members  are  neceflary 
p)  conftitute  a  houfe  ;  and  if  it  appear  that  there 
is  not  that  number  prefent,  an  immediate  adjourn- 
ment  rouft  take  place.     Whenever  thofe  gentle- 
jfinen* imagined  the  number  prefent  was  under  forty, 
they  moved  that  the  houfe  fhould  be  counted;' 
and  in  this  manner  the  proceedings  were,  at  fe- 
veral  times,  fuddenly  flopped  ;  viz.  on  Thurfday 
the  7th  of  March,  on  Wednefday  the  ayth  of 
that  month,  and  on  Tuefday  the  7th  of  M*y. 
Another  art  was  pradifed,  with  equal,  or  even 
greater  fuccefs  :  every  poflible  objedlion  to  the 
Idmiflibility  of  evidence  was  either  raifed  by  fome 
member  of  the  houfe,  or  taken  by  the  counfcl 
who  attended  at  the  bar,  on  the  part  of  the  per- 
fons  who  had  petitioned  againft  the  bill ;  almofl 
every  fuch  objetflion  produced  an  argument,  a 
debate,  a  queftion,  and  a  divifion.     Thus  the 
progrefs  of  the  bufinefs  was  clogged  and  retarded 
fo  very  effeclually,  as  to  make  even  thofe  who 
continued   the   moft  anxious    promoters    of  it, 
defpair  of  ever  bringing  it  to  a  conclufion ;  info- 
much,  that  at  length,  by  a  fort  of  tacit  agree- 
ment of  all  parties,  the  whole  was  dropped  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1776,  and  a  new  writ  ordered  to 
be  iffued  for  the  eleding  of  two  buigefles  to  fervc 

m 


1^6^  H  I  N  D  O  N^ 

m  parliament  for  t;he  boipu^  of  Uindoa-r  hgc 
nirhich  means  the  fate  of  Shoreham  and  Crickliide 
was  avoided. 

This  borough  is  now  confidered  as  under  th<ir 
influence  of  William  Beckford,.  cfq.  of  Foiithill  p^ 
but  we  have  not  yet  learned  that  it  is  become  ipom 
immaculatej,  from  the  ordeal  ijt  has.pafled. 

Ancient  State. 

.  Hindon,  which  is  a  general  thorough&re  in 
rfie  road  from  London  to  the  fouth  parts  of  So- 
merfetfhire^^  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription^ 
governed  by  a  bailiff  and  burgeffes. 

The  firft  return  of  this  borough  was  anno  27 
Henry  VI.  There  was  a  precept  iffued  to  it  annQ 
6  Richard  II.  but  no  aiifwcr  was  made  thereto. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 701,  April  3.  Is  in  the  bailiff,  burgefles,  and 
fuch  inhabitants  only  as  pay  fcot  and  lot. 

1701,  May  13.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
laid  borough  not  receiving  alms. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

1728, 
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1728,  April  la.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  houlei 
vithinthe  &id  boioi^h,  being  hourekeepeirs  and 
parifliioners,  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Two  hundred  and  ten. 

ReTURNtNo  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patroh. 
William  Beckfordi  efq. 


HEYTESBURY. 
Political  Character. 

THIS  phce,  as  well  as  Weftbury,  which  are 
both  but  fmall  vill^;es,  have  a  right  to  fend 
members  to  parliament;  while  Warminfter,  which 
is  one  of  the  laigeft  towns  in  the  cOunty,  has  no 
fuch  privily  i  but,  from  their  contiguity  to  ii^ 
being  four  miles  diftant,  it  derives  only  the  un- 
pleafant 
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pleafent  reflexion,  that  advantages  of  Tuch  afu- 
pcrior  tendency  ftiould  be  affixed  to  fo  much  inc. 

Cgnificance. 

The  right  of  eledlion  here  is  iii  the  burgage- 
holds,  which  are  about  fifty  in  number,  and  are 
the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
W.  P.  Afhe  A'Court,  efq.  each  of  whom  returns 
a  member.  Tliis  town  was  entirely  bufned  down 
in  the  year  1 766 ;  lince  which  time  it  has  been 
rebuilt  to  its  former  extent* 

Ancient  Stated 

Heitfbury,  Hejghtfbury,  or  Heytfbufy,  cotfl^ 
monly  called  Harefbury,  is  ah  ancient  borough 
by  prefcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  bur-j 
gefTes.  Walter  Lord  Hungerford  built  an  hofpitaJ^ 
or  alms-houfe,  for  twelve  poor  men  and  one 
woman ;  as  alfo  a  houfe  for  a  fchooknafler,^  whd 
was  to  be  a  prieft,  and  not  only  teach  grammar, 
but  to  overfce  the  poor  men.  Margaret/  his 
widow,  obtained  a  licence  from  Henry  IV.  t6 
perfed:  this  charity,  and  fettle  a  chaplain  in  it/ ' 
to  celebrate  divine  fcrvice  every  day  in  the  parifh-^ 
church,  for  the  fouls  of  herfelf,  her  hulband,  and 

others^ 


r 
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Others.    It  has  aifo  a  collegiate  church,  with 
.  four  prebendaries,  and  a  free  fchool. 

This  borough  never  fcnt  to  parliament  till  27 
or  38  Henry  VI. 

Right  of  Electios, 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  or  Voteas. 
Fifty. 

RETirRNiNG  Officer* 
The  lord's  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  P.  W.  A.  A'Couit, 


WESTBURY. 

Political  Character.  ' 

THE  right  of  eletSion  in  this  borough  is  of  z 

,paiticulftr  nature,  being  in  every  tenant  of  any 

burgage- 
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'Tjurgagc  tenement  in  fee,  for  lives,  or  ninety-iiine 
years,  determinable  on  lives,  or  by  copy  of  court- 
roll,  paying  a  burgage-rent  of  fourpence  or  two- 
pence yearly,  being  refident  within  the  faid  bo-* 
rough,  and  not  receiving  alms.  There  are  direc 
kinds  of  burgage-holds  j  viz.  freehold,  copyhold^ 
and  leafehold.  In  fome  places  the  proprietor  of 
jthe  burgage-hold  only  h^  a  ri^ht  to  vote  j  in 
others,  it  is  in  the  tenant  or  occupier  of  fuch  a 
'  tenure  ;  fo  that  the  fame  perplexities  and  doubts 
which  arife,  as  to  the  right  of  voting,  in  fcot-and- 
lot  or  corporation  borougte,  happeh  alfo  in  places 
of  this  defcription^ 

Thefe  burgage  tenures,  which  are  twenty-fouf 
an  number,  are  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Abing- 
don. 

Ancient  State* 

Weftbury,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  received 
its  name  from  being  fituated  iii  the  weftern  part 
of  the  county,  is  fuppofed  to  have  rifen  from  the 
ruins  of  an  old  Roman  citj,  called  Verlucio, 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  north :  but  whether  it 
was  that  city  or  not,  it  was  certainly  known  to  the 
Romans,  by  great  quantity  of  Roman  coins  which 

havci 
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have  been  found  here.  It  is  twehty-four  miles 
horth-weft  of  Salifbury,  and  ninety-five  weft  of 
I-ondon,  and  is  faid  to  have  had  foimerly  as  great 
privileges  as  the  city  of  Briliol. 

'The  firft  return  for  this  borough  iVas  anno  27 
tfcnry  VI.  who  is  faid  to  have  incorporated  it, 

OoRPOnATION 

Confifts  of  a  may6r»  recorder,  and  twelve  bur- 
geOes. 

■  Right  op  EtEctioN. 

iyo2,  Dec.  i.  The  tenants  of  burgage-houlcs, 
by  leafe,  for  years  ablblute/have  i  right  to  vote. 

1715,  June  I.  Is  in  every  tenant  of  any  bur- 
gage-tencmcnt,in  fee,  for  lives,  or  ninety-nine 
years,  determinable  on  liVes,  6r  by  copy  of 
coururoll,  piying  4  bui^ge-tettt  bt  fburpence 
or  twopence  yearly,  being  refident  within  the  faid 
borough,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  Voters* 

twfinty-fttur*  , 

Vol.  III.  M  Returmino 
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RxTUltinNO  OFFICkR* 

The  mayor. 

;  Patron. 
Earl  of  Abingdon. 


CALNE. 


Political  Character* 

THIS  borough  has  had  the  honour  of  giving 
feats  in  parliament  to  John  Dunning,  efq.  the 
late  Lord  Aftiburton,  and  to  Colonel  Barrc.  The 
right  of  eledion  is  in  twenty-four  ancient  bur- 
gefles,  who  annually  eled,  out  of  their  own  body> 
two  guild  ftewards  to  be  the  returnir^  officers  at 
ciccflions  of  their  members  of  parliament.  ^ 

The  influence  which  formerly  prevailed  here, 
was  that  of  Richard  Bull,  efq.  and  Mr.  Ducket  j 
but  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  from  his  popula- 
rity, and  occafional  refidence  at  Bow  Wood  Park^ 
*  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  had,  for  more  than 

twenty 
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tweniy  years»  the  fole  command  and  abfolute 
controul  over  it. 

Ancient  State. 

Calne>  which  is  a  fmall  but  ancient  town,  wa:| 
formerly  e^ndowed  with  various  privileges,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  have  rilen  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  old 
Roman  colony,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  rivej^ 
Calne,  near  Studley,  where  Roman  coins  are  fre- 
quently found.  Here  was  one  of  the  palaces  of 
the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  and  probably  had  a  caflle^ 
one  of  the  ftreets  being  .  called  Caftle-ftreet,  and 
a  x:ommon  field  adjoining,  called  CalUe-field^ 
though  there  are  no  traces  remaining.  There  wa$ 
iilfo  an  hoipiul  of  fiiack  canons,  dedicated  to  St# 
John,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  governed  by  s^ 
mafter,  warden,  or  prior,  and  valued,  at  the  diC- 
folution,  at  2U  2s.  8d.  a  year. 

A  remarkable  accident  happened  here  in  tijc 
year  977 :  a  great  fynod  or  convocation  being 
held,  at  which  the  king,  nobility,  and  bi- 
{hops  were  prefent,  to  decide  a  conteft  between 
the  regular  and  fecular  priells,  relating  M  the 
celibacy  of  the  clergy,  and  to  the  motiks  holding 
benefices,  which  was  confidered  by  the  ieculars 

Ml  as 
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as  an  enGroachment  upon  their  rights  ^  as  a  Scotch 
bifhop^  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  was  pleading 
with  great  warmth  for  the  fecular3,  all  the  timbers 
of  the  afTembly-room  fuddcnly  gave  way,  and  the 
whole  ^rufture  fell  to  the  ground ;  by  which  acci- 
dent  moft  of  the  fccular  priefts  were  killed,  and 
buried  under  the  ruins ;  fome  of  the  other  priefts 
ivere  alfo  killed,  and  many  wounded ;  but  the  feat 
of  the  Archbifliop  Dunftan,  who  was  the  chief 
advocate  for  the  monks,  and  the  prelident  of  the 
fynod,  remaining  firm,  and  he  being  unhurt,  his 
prcfervation  was  interpreted  as  a  miraoulous  de- 
claration of  Heaven  in  their  favour :  upon 
which,  thefecular  priefts,' in  Dunftan's  province, 
were  turned  out,  and  monks  placed  in  their 
room# 

This  is  art  ancient  borough  by  prcfcription  j 

and  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  in  the  reign 

.  .  »  ,    •  < 

of  King  Edward  L  ceafed  fending,  except  annoi 
Edw.  II.  and  34,  36,  Edw.  III.  till  2  Rich.  IF. 

Corporation 

:  0)tififts  of  twenty-four  capital  burgeflcsi 
out  of  whkh  two  conft:abks  are  annually  chofen* 

Right 
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Right  of  Elbction. 

1 710,  Dec.  22.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough^  having  a  right  of  common^  and  being 
fworn  at  Ogbourn-couit. 

1723,  Feb.  25.  Is  in  the  ancient  burgelTes  of 
the  laid  borough  only. 

That  the  right  of  returning  burgeflcs  is  in  the 
guild  He  wards. 

NuNfBlK  OF  yOTERSf 

Twenty-four, 

Returning  Officer* 
The  conftables.  < 

PATROlf. 

Marquia  of  LanTdowp, 


^    DEVIZES. 

Political  Character*  , 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough  is  ex^ 
t:lufively  in  the  corporation^  confiflingof  amayor, 

M  3  aldermen. 
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aldermen,  and  common  Gouncil.  The  influence 
which  prevails  here,  is  that  of  James  Sutton,  efq. 
of  New  Park,  in  this  county,  brother-in-law  ta 
the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  was 
once  member  for  this  borough.    .^*^^^^^h/^^ 

This  town,  which  is  of  a  very  confiderablc 
magnitude,  labours  under  the  fame  difad vantage 
with  Salifbury  and  Mar}borough,  refpeding .  the 
right  of  voting  being  limited  to  the  body  corpo- 
rate, and  not  extending  to  the  people  at]  large^ 

The  fame  exclulion  exifting  likewife  in  the 
cities  of  Bath  and  Wiachefter,  the  town  and 
county  of  Poole,  and  in  the  large  ity^n^  of  Portf-. 
mouth,  Plymouth,  Andover,  Tivertpft,  BaalJlIry, 
Wycombe,  Dartmouth,  Scarborough,  Th^tford^ 
St.  Edmund's  Bury,  Newport  in  the  I  fie  of  Wight^ 

•     - 

fiewdley,  and  Harwich,  our  dbfeiVations  on  tHofe 
reipedive  places  will  apply  to  the  chartered  mo^ 
nopoly  of  this  borough* 

Anciint  Statb. 

Devizes,  which  probably  derives  its  name  from 
the  Latin  word  divifie^  fignifying  xii vifion,  and! 
fuppofcd  to  have  been  conferred  upon  this  town, 

iroi^ 
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from  its  being  anciently  divided  between  the  king, 
and  the  biftiop  of  Salifbury,  is  a  town  of  great 
antiquity,  fuppofed,  by  Dr.  St^Wey,  to  have 
been  the  Pundtuobice  of  Ravenilus ,  The  Romans 
tnclofed  it  with  a  vallum  and  ditch  ;  in  the  laft  of 
which  the  inhabitants  have  made  a  road  almoil 
round  the  town ;  but  in  feveral  placed  both  the 
ditch  and  die  vallum  Are  flill  vifible,  and  took  in 
the  caftle,  which  was  originally,  a  Rom^n.worki 
eredbed  in  a  fine  fltuation,  where  it  was  fortified 
by  nature.  In  after-times  it  was  made  almoft 
impregnable,  by  Roger,  bifhop  of  Saliiburyj 
though  it  is  now  nearly  deftroyed. 

Many  Roman  cpins  of  (different  emperors  have 
been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Devizes, 
together  with  pots  and  other  earthen  veffels,  fup-^ 
pofed  to  be  Roman.  Juft  without  the  town,  in 
a  pleafant  plain  called  the  Green,  ^  large  urn  full 
of  Ron^^  coins  was  difcovered  in  the  year  1 7 1 4 ; 
and  li^r  the  (afne  place  were  found  buried,,  under 
the  ruins  pf  ap  ancient  building,  inclofed  with 
Roman  brick^  feveral  brafs  fiatues  of  heathen 
deities,  fuppofed  to  have  been  depofited  there 
db€Kxt  the  year  234,  vrhtn  the  Roman  troops  were 
called  out  of  Britain.     Thefe  were  carried  about 

M4  the 
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the  kingdom  as  a  {how,  and  confided  of  a  Jupiter 
Anunon.  about  four  inches  long,  weighing  fome- 
what  above  four  ounces :  Neptune  with  hi^  tri- 
dent, the  prongs  of  which  were  much  Ihorter  than 
they  are  ufually  reprefented;  this  figure  was 
about  four  inches  in  length,  and  weighed  four 
ounces :  a  Bacchus,  much  of  the  fame  weight 
and  dimenfions :  a  Vulcan,  fomewhat  lefs  than 
any  of  the  abovQ  figures :  a  Venus,  aboup  fix 
inches  in  length,  with  the  left  arm  broken  off, 
but  much  the  beft  finifticd  of  any  in  the  colledion : 
a  Pdlas,  with  her  helm^et,  fhield,  and  fpear,  be- 
tween three  and  four  inches  in  length  :  a  Herr 
cule$,  about  four  inches  long,  weighing  fix 
ounces  and  a  half.  Befides  thefe,  there  wece  a 
Mercury,  the  wolf  with  Romulus  and  Remus, 
a  veftal  virgin,  fome  Egyptian  deities,  and  a  coin 
of  the  emperor  Alexandei:  Severus, 

This  town,  which  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  of 

King  Edward  I.  made  only  four  returns,  viz*  i* 

8,  9,  and  19  Edw.  II.  till  4  Edw,  III. 

1.         , 
Corporation, 

By  charter  of  King  Charles  h  it  confifts  of  a 
mayor,  recorder,  ten  magiftratcs,  and  twenty- 
four 
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four  cojtimon-councilmen,  who  have  liberty  of 
making  what  burgelTes  they  pleafe,  all  of  whom 
have  votes  mdediooof  members  to  parliament. ' 

Right  or  Eliction. 
1688,  Mar.  II.    Is  in  the  mayor  and  felcfl 
number  of  burgcfRa  only. 

Number  or  Votbrs. 
Thirty. 

Returnikc  Officir. 
The  mayor. 

Pat ROW. 
James  Sutton,  efq. 


CHIPPENHAM. 
Political  Character. 

THE  corporation  of  this  borough  confifts  of  a 
bailiff  and  eleven  buigefTes,   who>   in  the  year 
16241  on  the  9th  of  April,  contended,  that  the 
exclufive  privilege  of  voting  for  members  of  par- 
liament 


170  AHIPFSNHAM. 

liament  was  veftcd  in  them ;  but  the  houfo  of 
commons  then  Rejolved,  "  That  the  buigefles 
«^  and  freemen,  more  than  twelve,  have  voices  in 
«*  the  eledion.'* 

In  the  year  1741,  on  the  28th  of  January,  they 
fet  up  a  fimilar  claim,  v^^hen  the  following  pro- 
pofition  was  put  to  the  houfe ;  That  the  words 
**  burgeifes  and  freemen,^*  mean  only  fuch  bur-» 
gefles  and  freemen  as  are  inhabitant  houfeholders 
of  the  ancient  houfcs,  called  free  or  burgage- 
houfes,  within  the  faid  borough  ;  which  pafled 
in  the  negative.  The  right  is  nowunderftood  to 
extend  to  the  freemen  of  the  borough,  as  well  as 
to  the  twelve  capital  burgefles,  whofe  number 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  patronage  is  equally  divided  between  Sir 
Edward  Baynton,  bart.  Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  bart. 
and  Henry  Dawkins,  efq.  An  union  of  interefts 
between  two  of  thcfe  gentlemen,  renders  void, 
and  effedually  excludes,  the  influence  of  the  third. 
A  coalition  at  prefcnt  exifts  between  Sir  Samuel 
Fhidyer  and  Mr.  Dawkins. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 


Chippenham^  one  of  the  chief  towns  of  the 
Weft  Saxons^  by  whom  it  was  called  Gyppanham, 
lignifying  a  market-place,  was  one  of  the  palaces 
of  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  which  Alfred  bequeathed 
to  his  youngeft  daughter  Elfleda,  wife  of  Bald**, 
win,  earl  of  Flanders.  It  is  feated  on  the  lower 
Avon,  over  which  it  has  a  handfome  bridge  of 
fixtecn  arches,  ninety- four  miles  weft  of  London. 
It  is  a  large,  populous,  and  well-built  town,  with 
a  magnificent  church,  faid  to  have  been  eredled 
by  the  family  of  the  Hungerfords,  though  fome 
allow  it  to  have  only  been  beautified  by  them. 
It  has,  however,  a  chapel,  ftill  called  Hunger- 
ford's  chapel.  *  Walter,  Lord  Hungerford,  ob- 
tained a  licence  from  King  Henry  VI.  for  found- 
ing a  chantry  in  this  church,  or  elfcwhere  in  the 
parifti,  to  pray  for  the  good  eftate  and  fouls  of 
his  fons,  as  alfo  for  thofe  of  Henry  V.  and  Ca- 
tharine his  wife,  as  well  as  thofe  of  all  the  faith«. 
ful  deceafed. 

This  town  having,  after  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
fent  only  to  two  parliaments  of  Edward  II.  and 
four  of   Edward  III.    intermitted  fending  till 

2  Ri- 
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2  Richard  11.  and  again  ceafed  fending  after  the 
twelfth  of  his  reign,  till  i  Henry  VI.  It  is  an 
ancient  borough  by  prcfcriptian. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  Queen  Mary  it  is  governed  by  ^ 
bailiff  and  twelve  burgefles. 

Right  of  EilEctiON, 

1624,  April  9.  The  burgcflfes  jwid  freenicn, 
more  th^  twelve,  have  voices  in  ^he  eledtion.     - 

174J,  Jan.  28.  "  That  the  words  **  burgefle? 
and  freemen'*  mean  only  fuch  burgcflcs  and  free-' 
im^n  as  are  inhabitant^,  houfeholders  of  the  im- 
cient  houies  called  free  or  burgage  houfes  withiii 
the  faid  borough.'* 

It  palled  in  the  negative. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Returiiing  Officer. 

The  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  bart.  and  Henry  Daw* 

kins,  cfq. 

MALMES- 
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MALMESBURY. 

PoiiTicAt  Character. 

THE  right  of  cicdion  in  this  borough,  is,  by 
the  refolution  of  the  13th  of  December,  lyoi, 
vefled  in  tbirtetn  individuals,  an  alderinan  and 
twelve  burgefles,  who  are  all  the  dependants  of 
Dr.  Wilkins,  a  phyfician  of  this  town.  This 
gentleman  holds  the  lucrative  place  of  receiver- 
general  for ttic  county;  from  which  circumftancc 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  reprefentatives  for 
this  place  are  feldom  inimical  to  adminillration. 
Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  one  of  the  gentlemen  returned 
at  the  laft  general  ele<5tion,  becoming  a  profelyte 
to  oppofition,  ftiortly  after  his  acceflion  to  that 
fituation,  did  not  fait  to  receive  a  hint  from  the 
grateful  doftor,  that  the  vacwion  of  his  fcat 
became  an  indifpehfible  etiquette  j  in  confe^uenco* 
of  which  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  were  given,  and 
Sir  James  Sanderfon  fucceeded  to  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  this  immaculate  body  of  conftituents.    . 

Ancient  State. 
Malmefbury,  which  is  feated  upon  a  hill  near 
the  banks  of  the  river  Avon,  which  almofl  fur:.. 
-  .  rounds 
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rounds  it,  is  an  ancient  borough,  formerly  de- 
fended by  a  caflle,  now  in  ruins,  faid  to  have 
been  built  by  a  king  of  the  Britons,  who  gave  it 
the  name  of  Caer-Bladon.  On  its  being  deftroyed 
in  the  Saxon  wars,  another  caftle  was  built, 
named  Ingelborne,  which  alfo  gave  name  to  the 
place,  and  was  continued  till  Maildulphus,  a 
Scotch  monk,  who,  being  delighted  with  the  fitua- 
tion,  lived  here  as  an  hennit;  but  aiterwards> 
fetting  up  a  fchool,  he  built  a  little  hermitage  for 
himfelf  and  fcholars,  whence  it  was  called  Mail-^ 
dulphufbury,  which  in  procefe  of  time  was 
changed  into  Malmefbury.  Aldhelm,  one  of  his 
icholars,  converted  this  hermitage  into  a  (lately 
abbey,  of  which  he  was  the  firft  abbot.  Berth- 
wald,  by  the  confent  of  King  Etheldred,  gave 
Sommcrford  upon  Thames  to  it ;  and  about  the 
year  675,  Eleutherius,  biihop  of  Winchefter, 
gave  it  to  the  town  of  Malmefbury*  King  Ethel- 
flan,  who  was  buried  here,  was  a  great  benefador, 
ttfid  fo  fond  of  the  memory  of  St.  Aldhelm,  that 
he  chofe  him  for  his  tutelar  faint.  Among  other 
benefadors  were  Edgar,  Edward  the  Confeflbr, 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  his  queen.  The 
monks  were  of  the  BenedidHne  order ;  their  ab^ 
bot  had  the  dignity  of  the  mitre,  and  fat  in  par- 

2    ,  liament. 
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liarnent.  At  the  fupprefTion  it  was  endowed  with 
a  revenue  of  803I.  17s.  vd.  per  annum.  The 
grcateft  part  of  it>  which  is  ftill  ftanding,  appears 
to  hsve  been  very  well  built,  efpecially  that  part 
which  is  now  the  parifli-church.  There  was 
alfo  a  houfe  of  Britifli  nuns  here,  who  were  fup- 
preflcd  by  St.  Auftin,  in  the  feventh  century,  for 
fuffering  themfelves  to  be  debauched  by  the  fql- 
diers  of  the  caftle. 

This  town,  which  was  firft:  incorporated  by 
Edward,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  about  the 
year  916,  and  afterwards  by  Athelibm,  his  fon, 
fent  members  ab  origiee,  and  fa  conciaued  m 
do. 

C0B.P0RAT10H. 

By  charter  of  King  WUliam  III.  it  ig  goveawd 
1^  an  alderman  and  twelve  capital  buigefles. 

Right  of  £i:ectioii. 

1702,  Dec  13,  Agreed  to  be  in  the  aldennaa 
and  twelve  capital  burgeflcs. 

Number,  op  Votirs, 
Thirteen. 

Returw- 
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Returning  Officer. 
The  aldemum. 

Patron. 
Dr.  Wilkins. 


CRICKLADE. 

Political  Character^ 

THIS  borough  has  rendered  itfelf  rcmarkabf c 
l>y  its  venality^  and  the  number  of  its  petitions 
on  undue  eledions.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  in 
confequence  of  a  double  return  of  John  Dewar, 
cfq.  and  Samuel  Peachy  efq.  in  1774,  which  ele(3;ioh 
was  declared  void  in  February  1775.  The  fecond 
fucceeded  in  confequence  of  the  eledlion  of 
Mr.  Peach  to  fupply  this  vacancy ;  which,  in  the 
^onth  of  February,  1776,  was  determined 
againfl  the  fitting  member,  and  in  favour 
of  John  Dewar,  efq.  The  third  was  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  againft  the  re-^ 
turn  of  Paul  Benfield,  efq.  and  John  Mac- 
jpherfon^  efq.  at  the 'general  eledlion  in  1780  5 

which 
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^hich  complained,  that  at  the  late  eledlioii  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of  Witts,  Paul  Ben- 
field,  efq.  John  Macpherfon,  cfq.  and  the  peti- 
tioner, were  candidates;  and  that,  previous  to, 
and  during  and  after  the  poll,  the  faid  Paul  Ben- 
.  field  and  John  Macpherfon,  by  themfelves  and 
their  agents,  were  guilty  of  many  grofs  and  no  ; 
torious  afts  of  bribery  and  corruption,  whereby 
many  of  the  voters  were  influenced  to  give  their 
Votes  for  the  faid  Paul  Benfield  and  John  Mac- 
pherfon, and  did  by  theirtfelves  or  their  agents 
entertain  and  allow  to  the  faid  electors,  who  had 
d  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  eledion,  money,  meat; 
drinki  entertainment,  or  provilion,  and  by  fuch 
unlawful  means :  and  by  the  threats  and  promifes^ 
and  divers  other  corrupt  and  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices and  proceedings,  of  the  faid  Paul  Benfield 
and  John  Macpherfon,  their  ^ents  stnd  abettor^, 
they  have  procufed  themfelves  to  be  unduly  re-; 
turned  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough, 
to  the  manifeft  injury  of  the  petitioner;  and  ia 
violation  of  the  rights  arid  privileges  of  the  faid 
borough,  and  of  the  cofnmons  of  England ;  and 
that  the  returning  officer,  during  the  courfe  of* 
the  faid  eledion,  admitted  many  perfons  to  poll 
Vol.  hi.  N  '  fot 
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for  the  faid  Paul  Benfield  and  John  Macpherfbn. 
who  were  not  duly  qualified,  and  rejedled  the 
legal  votes  of  other  perfons  who  tendered  their 
votes  in  favour  of  the  petitioner ;  and  that  the 
petitioner  conceives  he  had  a  great  majority  of 
the  legal  and  uncorrupted  votes  at  the  faid  elec- 
tion, and  was  duly  eledled,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned  ;  and  therefore,  praying  the  houfe 
to  take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  to 
grant  untojthe  petitioner  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe 
fhall  feem  meet. 

A  committee  was  appointed  on  the  4th  of 
January  1782,  to  try  the  merits  of  this  petition, 
when  a  fcene  of  bribery  and  corruption  prefented 
itfelf,  equal  to  what  we  have  reported,  either  of 
Shoreham,  Shaftefbury,  Hindon,  or  Arundel ; 
but  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  evidence,  would 
exceed  the  limits  of  all  the  reft  put  together. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  houfe,  on  the 
I  ft  of  February  following,  by  Sir  Harbord  Har- 
bord,  their  chairman. 


That  Paul  Benfield,  efq.  is  duly  ele(3:cd. 


That 
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That  John  Macpherfon,  efq.  is  not  duly  clewed. 

"ITiat  Samuel  Pctrie,  cfq.  is  not  duly  cledled  a 
burgcfs  CO  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Crlcklade. 

SirHarbord  Harbord  alfo  reported,  "  That  it 
"  appears  to  this  committee,  that  there  was  the 
«  moft  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
"  laft  elecHlion  of  burgeffes  to  ferve  in  parliament 
"  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of 
«  Wiles."  ' 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
«  that  the  faid  bribery  and  corruption  require  the 
••  moftferioui  confideration  of  parliament.** 

}t  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  report  be  taken 
into  confideration  upon  the  1 8th  of  February  inft. 
and. 

That  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  taken  be- 
fore the  faid  feledl  committee  be  laid  before  the 
houfe. 

N2  It 
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It  was  at  the  fame  time  ordered,  that  no  licw 

writ  for  eleding  a  burgefs  for  the  borough  of 

Cricklade  Ihould  iflbe,  until  the  houfe  fhall  have 

proceeded  to  take  the  faid  report  into  confidcra- 

*   tion. 

On  the,  1 8th  of  February  the  houfe  refolved  to 
agree  with  the  committee  in  the  a^ovc  refolu- 
tion$,  ^nd  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to 
prevent  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  elections  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
ro«gh  of  Cricklade, 

Three  petitions  were  prefented  againft  the  faid 
bill  ty  certain  eledors  of  Cricklade,  on.  the  5th 
of  March  following;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  the  petitioners  allowed  to  be  heard 
by  counfel  againft  the  bill  upon  the  fecond  reading. 

On  the  7th  *  the  petitioners  were  heard  by 
counfel,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted. 


f 


After  going  through  the  feveral  ftages,  the  bill 
pafled,  and  received  the  royal  aflent  on  the  17th 
of  May  following.  In  the  preamble  it  recites,  that, 

^  «*  There 
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"  There  was  the  moft  notorious  bribery  and 
"  corruption  at  the  laft  elc<5tion  of  byrgcfles  to 
"  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Crick- 
"  lade,  in  the.  county  of  Wilts  j  and  that  fuel? 
"  bribery  and  corruption  is  likely  to  continue  and 
"  be  pradifed  in  the  faid  borough  in  future,  unlcfs 
"  fome  means  are  taken  to  prevent  the  fame.  In 
"  order  therefore  to  prevent  fuch  unlawful  prac- 
"  tices  for  the  future,  and  that  jhe  faid  borough 
"  m^y  fron>  henceforth  be  duly  reprefented  in 
•?  parliament ;  be  it  enaiSed  by  the  king's  moft 
f*  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  ^nd 
f'  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
*•  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflcmbled, 
"  ami  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from 
"  henceforth  it  ftiall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
"  every  freeholder,  being  above  the  age  of  twenty-- 
«  one  years,  who  ihall  have,  within  the  hundreds 
«•  or  divilions  of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  Btap!c» 
••  Kingft>ridge,  and  Malmft)ury,  or  one  or  more 
*•  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  a  freehold  of 
*•  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  fhillings,  to  give 
«  his  vote  at  every  cledHon  of  a  burgefs  or  bur- 
*'  gefTes  to  ferve  in  partlament  for  the  laid  bo- 
«'  rough  of  Cricklade, 

?^  3  «ii. 
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«»  IL  And  it  is  further  eiufted  by  the  autho- 
**  rity  aforefaid.  That  the  right  of  eledion  of  a 
"  member  or  members  to  fcrve  in  parliament  for 
«  the  faid  borout;h  of  Cricklade,  Ihall  be,  aad  is 
<«  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  fuch .  freeholders  as 
*'  aforefaid,  and  in  the  perfons  who,  by  the  cuftom 
**  and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  have,  or  fhall  herc- 
**  after  have,  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch' election ; 

• 

«  and  the  proper  officer  for  the  time  being,  t;o 
*'  whom  the  return  of  every  writ  or  procefs  dq^s 
**  belong,  is  hereby  required  to  return  the  perfon 
"  or  perfons  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 
**  borough  who  fhall  have  the  major  number  of 
«  votes  of  fuch  freeholders  and  other  perfonp 
*^  having  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch  eledlion;  any 
«'  law  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 


re 
tt 

fC 


III.  It  likewife  provides.  That  fuch  freer 
holders  only  Ihall  be  entitled  to  vote  as  iOiall  be 
duly  qualified  to  vote  at  elcdlions  for  knights 
•*  of  the  ihire  for  the  faid  county  of  Wilts,  aq^ 
cording  to  the  laws  now  in  being  for  regu- 
lating county  elections. 


€€ 
CC 


Mr.  Petrie  would  clearly  have  eftabliflied  his 
right  to  fi  feat  in  parliament,  upon  the  merits  of 

the 
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the  above  petition,  but  for  the  admiflibility  of  evi- 
dence which  was  afterwards  proved  to  have  been 
perjured.  His  country  is  certainly  confiderably 
indebted  to  him  for  expofing  fuch  a  fyftem  of 
venalitv;  and  the  eledors  of  Cricklade  owe  him 
their  gratitude  for  reftoring  them  to  the  fituation 
of  freemen,  , 

A  number  of  adlions  were  afterwards  brought, 
upon  the  adt  of  2  Geo.  II.  chap.  24,  againft  the 
principals  and  agents,  concerned  in  bribing  and 
corrupting  the  eledlors  in  order  to  recover  the 
penalties  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  each  offence; 
when  Mr.  Petrie  was  fortunate  enough  to  recover 
upon  mod  of  them. 

The  eledlion  next  after  pafling  this  aft,  hap- 
pened in  June  1782,  when  the  hon.  George  Ri- 
chard St.  John,  and  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  were  can- 
didates, to  fupply  the  place  pf  Mr.  Macpherfon. 
The  conteft  at  the  poll  was  only  between  Mr. 
St.  John  and  Mr.  Petrie,  the  other  candidates 
having  previoufly  declined.  The  eleftipn  was 
decided,  by  a  great  majority,  in  Mr.  St.  John's 
favour:  but  Mr.  Petrie  petitioned  againft  him. 
This  petition,  which  was   not  tried  during  the 

N  4  ftiTMii 
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feflion  in  which  it  was  prefentcd,  was  ronewed  iit 
f he  feflion  following,  but  foon  after  withdrawn. 

At  the  general  cledlion,  in  1754,  Charles  Weft- 
Icjr  Coxe,  efq.  and  Robert  Adamfon,  efq.  were 
candidates  in  the  Oppofition,  or,  what  was  then 
called,  the  Coalition  iritereft,  and  were  oppofcd  by 
John  Walter  Heneage,  efq.  and  Robert  Nicholas, 
efq.  who  were  on  the  fide  of  Adminiftratioh.  The 
poll,  according  to  the  return  of  the  bailiff,  was  a$ 
follows : 

Mr.  Coxe;        —        —  44^ 

Mr.  Adamfon  —  435 

Mr.  Heneage  —  373 

Mr.  Nicholas  —  358 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Heneage  and 
Mr.  NichoIa$,  agaijift  this  return ;  which  came 
to  be  heard  before  a  committee  on  the  1 4th  of 
February,  1785;  when  it  appeared,  that  a  num- 

ber  of  fi(5litious  voters  had  been  made  under  the 

•       •  , .  ... 

right  of  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  where  the  in- 
habitants poflefling  houfes,  who  are  feeeholders, 
copyholders,  or  leafeholdeVs,  for  any  term  not 
|efs  than  three  years,  or  for  any  fuch  term,  or 
greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or  lives,  fucb 

free- 
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freeholder i  copyholder^  or  leajeholder^  having  been  in 
the  occupation  of  the  bouje^  for  which  he  may  claim 
to  vote i  forty  days  preceding  the  eleSlion. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-fix  of  thcfe  votes  were 
objeded  to,  for  having  fraudulent  leafes,  or  none 
at  all ;  fome,  as  not  having  been  refident  fort^ 
days  I  and  others,  as  inmates,  or  having  Iplit 
tenements.  Forty  votes  were  objected  to  as  parifli 
poor ;  befide3  twenty  of  the  hundred  voters  who 
were  alfo  objcfted  to  for  different  reafons.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence,  that  moft  of  thefe  votes  had 
ht^n  faggoted,  and  that  the  returning  officer  had 
been  guilty  of  grofs  partiality  in  favour  of  the 
fitting  members.  On  the  4th  of  April  the  com- 
mittee reported  to  the  houfe,  "  That  the  peti- 
**  tioners  were  duly  clcded,  and  ought  to  have 
5*  been  returned/' 

The  chaim^an  at  the  fame  time  reported,  **  That 
y  the  conduct  of  the  returning  officer,  in  taking 
'*  the  poll,  and  making  the  return,  at  the  laft 
««  eledion  of  members  to  fervc  in  parliament  for 
f«  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  was  partial  and 
ff.  illegal  I  whereby  a  colourable  majority  wasobr 

«  taincd 
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r  tained  on  the  poll,  for  Mr.   Cpxe,  and  Mr. 
V  Adamfon," 


This  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration 
by  the  houfe,  after  long  and  tedious  debates,  and 
repeated  adjournments,  the  whole  feflion  was 
ipent  without  coming  to  any  conclufion  upon  the 
fubjed:. 

In  1790  Mr.  Nicholas  was  .made  a  commif- 
fipaqr  of  excife,  and  Thomas  Eaftcourt,  .efq.  was 
chofen  in  his  room. 

At  the  laft  general  eledlion  Mr.  Petrie  again 
offered  himfelf  a  candidate,  in  oppofition  to  the 
old  members ;  when  the  numbers  were,  for 

Mr.  Eaftcourt  —  246 

Mr.  Heneage  —  194 

Mr.  Petrie  -r-  m 

The  two  former  gentlemen  being  returned,  in 
confcquence  of  their  majority,  Mr.  Petrie  again 
became  a  petitioner;  the  merits  of  which  conteft 
remains  over  for  hearing  the  next  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment* 

Ancient 
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Cricklade,  or  Crekelade,  which  is  a  town  fitu- 
j^jted  on  the  Thames,  is  faid  to  have  been  cajilql 
Cerigwlad,  a  Britifli  word^  fignifying  a  ftony  or 
rocky  country,  like  that  in  which  the  town  is 
fituated :  but  fome  are  ^f  opinion,  that  it  is  com- 
pounded of  the  Saxon  word  Craeua^  a  brook,  and 
Ladtan,  to  empty ;  becaufe  the  two  fmall  ftream$, 
the  Churn  and  Rey,  here  difcharge  themfelves 
into,  thq  Thames.  Others  .fay^  it  >\'as  called 
Grekelade,  from  a  Cireek  fchool,  which  bein^ 
tranflated  to  Oxford,  was  the  origin  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  that  city ;  but  Camden  feems  to  be  of 
opinion  that  this  ftory  is  fabulous.  It  is,  however, 
of  great  antiquity,  and  wa$  formerly  a  confider- 
able  place,  though  at  prefent  it  has  nothing  cxtra^ 
ordinary. 

This  place,  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff,  having  fent  to 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  Ed  a'.  I.  i-eturned  after- 
wards only  anno  20  Edw.  II.  and  8  Edw.  III. 
andceafed  again  fending  after  Richard  II.  (except 
I  Hen.  IV.  and  i,  2,  9,  Henry  V.)  till  Hen.  VI. 

Right 


Right  of  Election. 

1684,  April  I.  Is  in  the  freeholders  and  copy-^ 
holders  of  the  borough-houfes,  and  leafeholders, 
for  any  term  not  under  three  years  only. 

1685,  June  10.  Agreed^  by  the  counfel  on  both 
fides,  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  copyholders,  ancj 
leaftholdcrs  for  three  years, 

1689^  April  I.  Agreed^^by  the  counfel  on  both 
fides,  that  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  freeholders  ' 
and  copyholders  of  borough-houfes,  and  leafe^ 
holders  for  any  term  not  under  three  years. 

1776,  Feb.  8.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  poflefling 
houfes  within  the  faid  borough,  who  are  free* 
holders,  copyholders,  or  leafeholders  for  any 
term  not  Icfs  than  three  years,  or  for  any  fuch 
term,  or  greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or 
lives ;  fuch  freeholder,  copyholder,  or  leafeholder, 
having  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  houfe  fof 
which  he  may  claim  to  vote,  four  days  preceding 
any  eledion. 

That  the  houfes  which  were  in  the  occupation 
of    Thomas  Bound,    Thomas    Kilmafter,    fen, 

RichaixJ 
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Richard  LiddelJ,  William  Mabfon,  John  Pounds, 
and  Robert  Strange,  at  the  laft  elccflion,  are 
within  the  boundary  of  the  faid  borough. 

1782.  By  aft  of  parliament  is  further  veiled 
in  the  freeholders  of  the  five  hundreds  or  divifions 
of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  Staple,  Kingflbridgc, 
and  Malmefbury. 

Number  op  Vqters. 
Twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  bailiff.  . 


GREAT  BEDWIN. 

Political  Character. 

THE  light  of  elcdion  here  is  in  the  freeholder* 
and  inhabitants  of  ancient  burgage  mefliiages^  in 
number  above  eighty,  and  returned  by  the  portrcv^ 
csilled  mayor,  who  is  chofen  at  the  lord's  courts 
and  appoints  a  bailiff  lb  adt  under  him. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Aylefbury  is  the  lord  of  the  manor* 
in  confequence  of  which  he  has  the  appointment 
of  the  returning  officer.  His  Lordftiip  alfo  pof. 
fefles  the  major  part  of  the  property  j  fo  that  his 
nomination  of  the  reprefentatives  can  neither  be 
oppofed  nor  contradicted,  with  any  profpedl  of 
fuccefs. 

Ancient  State. 

Bedwin,  or  Great  Bedwin,  which  is  fituated 
feventy-two  miles  from  London,  is  an  ancient 
borough  by  prefcription,  and,  in  the  Saxoa  times, 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  metropolis  of  the  jurif- 
didlion  of  Cifla,  viceroy  of  Wiltlhire  and  Berk« 
fhire,  under  the  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  who 
built  a  caftle  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  the 
ditches  of  which  are  ftill  vifible.  It  has  alfo  a 
Ipacious  church  built  of  flints. 

This  very  ancient  borough  fent  to  all  the  par- 
liaments of  King  Edward  I.  and  having  returned 
anno  t,  8,  Edward  II.  36,  37,  Edward  III.  and 
to  feven  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
intermitted  fending,  after  the  tenth  year  of  that 
Tcign^  J  Henry  IV.  excepted,  till  9  Henry  V. 
fiftcc  which  time  it  has  cotftantly  returned. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

1729,  March  29*  In  the  freeholders  and  inha^ 
bitants  of  ancient  burgage-meffuages. 

Number  of  VoTEks. 
About  eighty. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  portrcve,  who  is  called  a  mayor,  and  is 
chofen  at  the  lord's  court,  and  appoints  a  bailiff 
under  him. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Aylefbury. 


LUDGERSHALL. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  which  in  its  dimenfions  is  only 
a  fmall  village,  has  a  right,  of  a  very  complicated 
kind,  to  fend  members  to  parliament,  •*beihg  in» 
'*  fuch  perfons  who  have  any  eflate  of  inherit?ihcc,' 

"or 
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*'  or  freehold  or  leafehold,  determinable  uporf 
'*  life  or  lives,  within  the  borough,  not  confined 
*«  to  entire  ancient  hoiifes,  or  the  fites  of  ancient 
**  houfes  within  thcfaid  borough." 

iThe  majority  of  thefe  eftates  was  formerly  the 
property  of  George  Auguftus  Selwyn,  efq.  of 
facetious  memory ;  at  whofe  demife  they  defcended 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Vifcount  Sydney  :  the  mino- 
rity of  them  is  tKe  property  of  Mr.  Everett,  a 
banker  in  London.— This  divifion  of  local  fuf- 
frage  has  been  the  caufe  of  litigation  between  the 
parties,  and  produced  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  againft  the  return  of  the  two  membcrsr 
in  the  intcreft  of  Lord  Sydney;  which  being 
heard  in  I79i>  was  determined  in  their  favour^ 

Mr.  Selwyn,  One  of  the  fitting  members,  dyin^ 
in  the  Interim,  a  new  writ  was  accordingly  ifllicd ; 
when,  at  the  erifuing  eleclioif,  another  conteft 
arofe,  Samuel  Smith,  cfq.  being  propofed  a  can- 
didatc  in  the  interefl:  of  Lord  Sydney,  and  Mr. 
Alderman  Ncwnham  in  that  of  Mr.  Evc'retf ; 
nirhen  Mr.  Smith  was  returned,  and  a  petition,  of 
a  fimilar  tendency  with  the  laft,  was  prefentcd  to' 
the  houfe  of  commons ;  the  merits  of  which 

have^ 
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tiavc  not  as  yet  come  on  to  be  heard^  The 
hiattei-  in  quellion,  between  the  contending  par- 
ties, depends  upon  the  I^lity  of  fplitting  thoft 
eftates  to  which  the  right  of  voting  is  annexed  : 
the  number  of  votes,  in  Browne  Willis's  time, 
were  feventf;  but  they  are  now  divided  into 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  are  held  by  the 
tenants  and  friends  of  the  two  proprietors,  who 
relide  in  different  parts  of  Wiltlhire  and 
Hampfhire,  but  who  are  kind  enough  to 
come  here,  at  the  time  of  eleftion,  to  perform 
the  ceremonial  part  of  delegating  a  reprefenta-^ 
tive  for  this  borough  to  the  legiflative  aflembly 
of  the  Britilh  nationj 

Ancient  Statbj 

Lu^rihail,  Ludgerlhalli  or  Lurgferihail,  which 
is  fituated  fifcj'-fcven  miles  weft  of  London,  is  an 
ancient  borough  by  prefcription,  governed  by  a 
bailiff,  annually  chofen  at  the  couit^Ieet  of  EhQ 
lord  of  the  manors 

This  borough,  wliich  fent  to  all  the  pariiamcnti 

ia  the  reign  of  King  £dw.  I.  made  three  return* 
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in  the  reign  of  Edw.  II.  and  three  in  the  reigil 
of  Edw.  III.  ceafed  fending  after  9  Ric.  II.  till 
9  Hen.  V. 

Right  of  Election. 

1689,  Feb.  II*  Is  in  fuchperfons  as  have  an 
cftate  of  inheritance,  or  freehold  or  leafehold^ 
det^rminabte  upon  life,  within  the  faid  bo^ 
rough, 

1705,  Jan.  17.  is  in  the  freeholders  or  leafe^^ 
holders  of  the  faid  borough,  determpablc  upon 
life  or  lives* 

Number  op  Voters. 
About  feventy* 

Returning  OfficeRv 
The  lord's  bailiff. 

Patron^ 

Lord  Vifcount  Sydney* 


OLD 
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OLD  SARUM. 

* 

.  Political  Character. 

#  THIS  borough  was  quite  decayed,  and  reduced 
to  only  one  houfe,  in  the  time  of  Browne  Willis, 
occafioned  by  the  tranflation  of  the  old  city  to  the 
new  one,  which  is  about  a  mile  lower  on  the  river, 
of  which  there  is  now  only  a  fmall  veftige  re- 
maining. The  members  are  chofen  by  a  bailiff 
and  fix  burgefles,  who  are  appointed  by  Lord 
Camelford,  the  lord  of  the  borough,  and  entrufted 
by  him  with  burgage  fcites. 

This  borough,  with  the  affijiance  of  Midhurft, 
fends  four  members  to  parliament,  although 
there  is  not  a  fingle  houfe  Handing,  nor  a  perfon 
living,  within  the  limits  of  either,  to  be  repre- 
fented.  "The  boroughs  of  Gatton  and  Caftle 
Rifing  have,  each  two  boufes  only^  and  they  have 
each  two  reprefentatives. 

Thus  is  the  legiflative  part  of  our  conftitution 
made,  of  fome  members  who  reprefent  neither 
houfes  nor  perfons,  of  others,  who  are  the  repre- 

O  2  fentatives 
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fentatives  only  of  fingle  individuals,  and  of  many, 
whofe  conftitucnts  do  not  exceed  ten  in  number. 

Ancient  State. 

Old  Sarum,  which  was  the  Roman  Sorbio-. 
dunum,  was  formed  upon  one  of  the  moft  ele- 
gant defigns  that  can  be  imagined,  and  was 
probably  a  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Britons.  Whe- 
ther Julius  Csefar  pufhed  his  conquefts  thus  far, 
is  difputed  ;  but  that  it  was  frequented  by  the 
Roman  emperors  is  certain,  from  the  coins  of 
Conftance,  Magnentius,  Conftantine,  and  CriC- 
pus,  having  been  frequently  found  there.  Ken- 
rick,  the  Saxon,  after  having  conquered  the  Bri- 
tons in  553,  was  the  firft  that  got  poffeflion  of 
this  place,  where  he  frequently  refided ;  and  his 
pofterity,  being  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  continued 
here  till  Egbert  brought  the  whole  heptarchy 
under  his  dominion.  Edgar,  his  diftant  fuc- 
ccflbr,  called  a  great  council  or  parliament  here, 
in  the  year  960,  in  which  were  enadled  feyeral 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  church  and  fta^e. 
In  the  year  1003,  which  was  the  year  after  King 
Etheldred's  general  maffacre  of  the  Danes,  King 
Swatne  invaded  it  with  a  great  army;  and  having 
vanquilhed  the  inhabitants,  took  the  cit/,  which 

he 
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he  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  returned  to  his  fliips 
with  great  wealth. 

After  this  calamity,  the  city  did  not  recover 
its  ancient  fplendor,  till  Lanfrank,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  in  iheyear  1070,  decreed  in  a  fynod, 
that  fuch  bifhops  as  were  fettled  in  fmall  towns, 
fhould  remove  to  places  of  greater  note  and  fame; 
upon  which  the  united  fees  of  Ramfbury,  and 
Sherborn  in  Dorfetlhirc,  were,  in  1072,  tranf- 
lated,  by  bifliop  Herman,  to  Old  Sarum.  He 
there  began  to  creft  a  cathedral,  which  was 
finilhedin  the  year  1091,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary.  But  it  is  laid,  that,  the  day  after 
its  confecratiorf,  the  ftceple  was  fet  on  fire  by 
lightning. 

The  city,  notwithftanding,  began  to  flouriffi 
greatly;  infomuch,  that  the  Norman  kings,  after  the  > 
death  of  William  I.  frequently  refided  here,  and 
held  their  parliaments.  In  the  reign  of  Kir^  Ste- 
phen, a  difference  arifing  between  him  and  the 
bifhopi  the  king  fcized  the  faille,  and  placed  in  it 
a  governor  and  a  garrifonr  This  occafioncd  fre- 
quent difputes  between  the  biftiopand  the  foldiers 
whofe  being  here  was  now  confidercd  as  a  vio- 
P  3  (atioa 
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lation  of  the  liberties  of  the  church.  This,  with 
the  want  of  water,  made  the  bifhop  and  ca^ 
'nons  refolve  to  remove  to  a  more  commodious 
place ;  but  they  could  not  put  their  purpofes  in 
execution  till  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  when  bi^ 
fliop  Poor  laid  the  foundation  of  a  cathedral,  in 
a  place,  called  Merryfield,  about  a  mile  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  old  one  ;  and  this  new  churchy 
which  was  almoft  forty  years  in  building,  gave 
rife  to  the  city  of  Saliibury,  and  is  a  magnificent 
ftrudure,  ftill  in  being.  It  at  the  fame  time 
proved  the  entire  deftrudion  of  Old  Sarum ;  for 
the  materials  of  the  houfes,  caftle,  and  walls, 
being  removed,  in  order  to  form  the  buildings  of 
the  new  city,  this  ancient  one  was  gradually  de-? 
ftroyed.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  it  was  in  a 
manner  entirely  deferted ;  and  for  many  years  paft, 
there  has  been  only  a  farm-houfe  left,  and  even 
that  is  now  demolilhcd  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
it  is  ftill  called  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum,  and 
fends  two  members  to  parliament,  who  arechofea 
by  the  proprietors  of  certain  lands ;  but  whom 
they  can  juftly  be  faid  to  reprefent,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine. 

This  town  firft  returned  members  to  parlia-p^. 
ment,  23  Edw.  L  and  then  intermitted  fending 

4  ti'^l 
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till  34  Edw.  III.  fince  >vhich  time  it  has  con- 
ftantly  returned.  » 

Right  of  Election. 

1688,  Nov.  14.     Is  in  the  freeholders,  being 
J^urgage-holders  of  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Nominally  SEVEN,  but  actually  only  ONE. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
|/>rd  Camelford. 


WOOTON  BASSET. 

Political  Character, 

THIS  fmall  borough  was  ftrongly  contefted  in 
the  year  1 7  84,  between  the  interefts  of  the  JEarl 
of  Clarendon,  and  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbrokc. 

O  4  George 
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George  Tiemey,  cfq.  was  a  candidate  in  the 
intereft  of  the  former;  and  the  prefent  Lord 
North,  and  thp  Hon.  R.  S.  Conway,  in  that  of 
|:he  latter.  Thefe  two  laft  gentlemen  had  a  ma- 
jority  on  the  poll,  and  were  accordingly  returned  ; 
)but  a  petition  was  prefented  by  George  Tierney, 
cfq.    whiich  was  heard  in  the  month  of  April, 

178c,  when  the  committee  decided  in  favour  of 

•    .  -      .   .     ' .  .      . 

the  fitting  members. 

Since  the  above  conteft,  thefe  noblemen  havcj 
agreed,  to  avoid  future  litigation  and  expence,  IQ 
permit  each  other  to  return  one  member. 

Ancient  State. 

Wotton  Baflet,  or  Wooton  Baflet,  which  is  a 
borough  town  by  charter  and  prefcription,  is 
fituated  in  a  large  park,  near  the  foreft  of  Bedern, 
at  the  diftancc  of  fevcnty-eight  miles  from  Lx)n- 
don. 

This  borowgh  firft  fent  members  to  parliament 
in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  two  aldermen^  and 
twelve  capital  burgelTcs. 

2  Right 
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Right  of  Election 
U  in  the  inhabitiints  paying  fcot  and  Igt. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred.     />!  /iV^  ^«--^  ^. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patroi^s. 

Earl  of  Clarendon  ai}d  Lor4  Vifcount  Boling^ 
jbroke. 
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Political  Character. 

IN  this  town,  which,  for  the  number  of  it» 
inhabitants,;  and  the  trade  it  carries  on,  may 
hold  a  rank  equal  to  fome  of  the  firft  in  the 
county,  the  right  of  voting  for  members  of  par- 
liament is  in  the  corporation  only,  coniifting  of  a 
^ayor  and  two  bailiffs,  chofen  out  of  twenty  ca** 
pital  burgelTes.  Here,  like  as  at  Qatton,  two  men, 

who 
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who  are  a  majority  of  the  eledtors,  return  two 
reprefentatives  :  now,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  and  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word  reprefentative^ 
thefe  perfons,  who  are  thus  elected,  are  bound, 
not  only  to  liften  to  the  inftrudions  of  their 
conftituents ,  but  alfo  to  obey  them  ;  fnp- 
pofe,  therefore,  this  poflible  cafe ;  that  a  fubjedt 
fhould  he  debated  in  parliament,  in  which  the 
interefts  of  this  country  were  deeply  concerned, 
but  where,  at  the  fame  time,  the  good  of  the  whole 
might  be  injurious  to,  and  militate  againfl,  that 
of  thofe  two  individuals;  would  not  the  member^ 
be,  upon  every  account,  bound  to  give  their  voices 
in  the  fenate  agreeably  to  the  will  of  thofe  who 
fent  them  thither,  without  confulting  the  benefit 
of  thofe  with  whofe  welfare  they  are  not  fo  im- 
mediately concerned? 

Ancient  State. 

Marlborough  derives  its  name  from  its  fitua- 

tion  at  the  bottom  of  a  chalk  hill,  anciently  Called 

Marie  ;  it  Hands  on  a  Roman  road,  and  was  the 

Roman  ftation  called  Cunetio.     The  ruins  of  a 

caftle,  apparently  of  Roman  work,  are  ftiil  vi- 

fible^ 

A  Par- 


MARLBOROUGH^*  SOJ 

A  parliament  was  once  held  here ;  aiid  a  law 
ftjr  the  fuppreffion  of  tumults,  ft  ill  retains  the 
title  of  the  ftatutes  of  Marlborough. 

It  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription, 
and  gives  the  title  of  duke  to  the  family  of  Spen- 
cer. 

The  remains  of  a  priory,  of  the  Settjpringham 
order,  the  gate-houfe  of  which  ftill  remains,  and 
which  fublifted  before  the  reign  of  King  John, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  here. 

It  was  a  royal  foundation,  dedicated  to  St. 
Margaret ;  and  its  revenue  was  valued,  at  the 
fuppreffion,  at  30I.  9s.  6d.  a  year.  Here  was  an 
hofpital  for  a  mafter  and  fevcral  poor  fick  bre- 
thren, in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  III.  It  was  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  of 
Canterbury,  and  in  the  time  of  king  Richard  the 
Second,  was  annexed  to  the  ^bove  priory.  Here 
was  alfo  an  hofpital  for  brethren  and  lifters,  before 
the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  John :  it 
was  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  its 
revenues  valued,  at  the  fuppreffion,  at  61. 1 8s,  4d. 

per 
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per  annum.  In  this  town  was  likewife  a  houfe  of 
White  friars^  founded  in  131 6,  by  John  Goodwin 
and  William  Remcfbefch^  merchants. 

This  borough  fent  members  to  parliament  ah 
nrigine^ 

i 

Corporation. 


, ' 


It  confifts  of  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs,  chofea 
out  of  twenty  capital  burgefles. 

Right  or  Election. 

1717,  13  May.     Is  in  the  mayor  and  burge^Tci; 
of  the  faid  borough  only. 

Number  of  Voters, 
THREE. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayojr. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Aylefbury. 


WOR- 
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Political  Character* 

THIS  county  is  not  under  the  immediate  in- 
fluence of  either  arifl:ocracy  or  admini- 
ftration.  The  Earl  of  Coventry,  Lord  Foley,  and 
Lord  Somers,  have  refidences  and  confiderablc 
eftares  here  j  but  an  union  of  their  interefts  could 
tiot,  in  oppofition  to  the  inclinations  of  the  inde- 
pendent freeholders,  procure  a  return  of  the 
members  to  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  If  the 
^bove  noblemen  fhould  make  fuch  an  attempt,  wc 
doubt  not  but  that  their  expedlations  would  be 
fruftrated,  and  their  defigns  rendered  abortive, 
by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  people. 

The  political  hiftory  of  this  county  has  been 
rendered  remarkable  for  the  unconftitutional  in- 
terference of  the  bifhop  of  this  diocefe,  at  the 
general  eledion  in  1702,  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

A  com- 
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A  complaint  was  made  to  the  houfe  on  the 
Sd  of  November  following,  that  the  Lord  BiKhop 
of  Worcefter,  and  Lloyd  his  fon^  had  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  privilege  at  the  laft  eledlion  for 
that  county.  The  fame  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month; 
when  the  houfe,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the 
complaint  of  Sir  John  Pakington,  the  2d  inft. 
againft  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  and  Mr*, 
Lloyd,  his  fon,  relating  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  houfe  of  commons :  and  Sir  John 
Pakington,  in  his  place,  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  reduced  the  matter  of  the  faid  com- 
plaint  into  feveral  heads ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  is  as  follows  :  viz* 

**  I  ft.  That,  foon  after  the  parliament  jofe^ 
the  Biftiop  of  Worcefter  took  upon  him  to 
fend  to  me  to  defift  from  ftanding  to  be  eleded 
knight  for  that  county,  and  to  threaten  me,  that 
if  I  did  not  defift,  he  fliould  think  himfelf  obliged 
to  fpeak  againft  me  to  his  clergy. 

*«  adly.  He  fent  fome  letters  himfelf,  and  his 
fccretary  fent  others,  to  feveral  of  his  clergy, 
with  diredlions  to  make  what  intereft  they  could 

againft 
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againft  me  in  their  feveral  parilhea  i  and  where 
(hey  could  not  prcvai!,  with  fuch  who  voted 
fingly  for  me  in  the  laft  eledion,  to  give  a  vote 
for  one  or  both  the  other  candidates,  they  ftiould 
delire  them  to  ftay  at  home ;  and  in  order  to  this, 
his  lordlhip  fent  them  copies  of  the  poll  of  their 
refpc(5tive  parilhes. 

"  3dly,  He  afperfed  me  to  his  cleigy,  branding 
me  and  my  anceftors  with  feveral  vices ;  and,  at 
his  confirmation  and  vifitations,  foHcited  his  , 
clergy  to  vote  againft  me,  reprefenting  me  as 
Very  unfit  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  threatening 
them  with  his  difpleafure,  if  they  did  not  vote 
againft  me. 

"  4thly,  He  afperfed  me  and  my  anceftors  to 
feveral  of  the  laity,  who  were  his  tenants,  and 
threatened  them,  that,  if  they  would  not  vote 
againft  me,  they  fliould  never  renew  any  eftate 
under  him  ;  and  that  he  would  fet  fuch  marks 
Upon  them,  that  his  fucccflbrs  fhould  not  fuffec 
them  nor  their  children  to  renew  any  more. 

'•  5thly,  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bifliop's  fon,  afperfed 
me,  and  gave  fcandalous  charai^ters  of  me  to  feveral 

free- 
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freeholders^  whom  he  folicited  to  vote  aigain^ 
me^  and  told  them  1  voted  for  bringing  in  ^ 
French  governments 

•*  6thly,  The  bi{hop*s  fecretary  afperfed  me  td 
Icveral  freeholders  in  the  like  manner ;  reprefent-^ 
ing  me  as  unfit  to  fit  in  the  houfe,  threatening 
them  with  the  bifhop's  difpleafure,  and  faid  they 
might  as  well  vote  for  the  Prince  of  Walesj  as  fof 
me/* 

After  which,  the  witnefles  to  the  refpedivtf 
heads  were  called  in,  and  examined  at  the  bat^ 
thereunto ;  and  then  they  feverally  withdrew^ 

Rejolvedy  nemine  contradicente,  '^  That  Sir  Johii 
Pakington  has,  by  evidence,  fully  made! 
out  the  charge  which  he  exhibited  againft 
*«  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Worceftcr." 

Rejolvedy  nemine  coniradicente,  "  That  Sir  John 
**  Pakington  has  fully  made  out  the  charge 
*«  againft  Mr,  Lloyd,  the  faid  Lord  Bifhojp'a 

^  ftn/' 

».-         « 
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Re/bheJ,  '*  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that 
*'  the  proceedings  of  William  Lord  Bifhop 
"  of  Worcefter,  his  fon,  and  his  agents,  in 
*'  order  to  the  hindering  the  elecflion  of  a 
**  member  for  the  county  of  Worcefter,  have 
*'  been  malicious,  unchriftian,  and  arbitrary, 
•'  in  high  violation  of  the  liberties  and  pri-« 
"  vileges  of  the  commons  of  England.** 

iie/bhiJ,  "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
*'  to  her  majefty,  that  (he  will  be  gracioufly 
'*  plcafed  to  remove  William  Lord  Bilhop 
**  of  Worcefter  from  being  almoner  to  her 
"  majefty*" 

He/olveJ,^'  That  the  faid  refolution  and  addrefs 
•*'  be  prefented  to  her  majefty  by  fuch  mem- 
^  bers  of  this  houfe  as  are  of  her  majefty's 
^  moft  honourable  privy-council.'* 

Of-JereJ,  "  That  the  further  confideration  of  the 
**  mattet  relating  to  the  Lord  Biftiop  of 
^  Worcefter,  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
♦•^  fe'nnight. 

* 

Vol.  III.  P  Ordered, 
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Ordered, ''  That  Mr.  Attorney-General  do  profc-^ 
"  cute  Mr.  Lloyd^  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Wor- 
«  ceftcr's  fon,  for  his  faid  offences,  after  his 
"  privilege,  as  a  member  of  the  lower  houfc 
**  of  convocation,  is  out." 

The  lords  took  the  alarm  at  thefc  proceedings 
of  the  commons  againft  a  member  of  their  houfe, 
and  endeavoured  to  fcreen  him  from  their  refent- 
ment.  An  addrefs  from  the  lords  to  the  queen 
was  agreed  to,  in  which  they  ftated, «'  That  it  was 
**  the  undoubted  right  of  every  lord  of  parliament^ 
**  and  of  every  fubjedl  of  England,  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  his  defence  before  he  fuf- 
fers  any  fort  of  puniftiment,  and  therefore 
humbly  defired  her  majefty  that  Ihe  would  be 
pleafed  not  to  remove  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Wor- 
cefter  from  the  place  of  lord  almoner,  nor  to 
(hew  any  mark  of  her  difpleafure  towards  him, 
till  he  be  found  guilty  of  fome  crime  by  due  courfe 
«*  of  law."  This  addrefs  being  prefented  to  the 
queen,  fhe  returned  anfwcr,  "  That  fhe  agreed 
**  that  every  peer  and  lord  of  parliament,-  and 
*'  indeed  every  other  perfon,  ought  to  have  an 
"  opportunity  of  being  heard  to  any  matters 
^  objeded  againft  him  before  he  bepunifhed; 

«  that 
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**  tnat  fhe  had  not  yet  received  any  complaint 
^  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefter j  but  (he  looked 
**  upon  it  as  her  undoubted  right  to  continue  or 
*'  difpface  any  fervant  attending  upon  her  own 
"  perfon,  when  ftie  fhould  think  proper."  The 
lords  upon  thisanfvver,  refolved  the  fame  day  una- 
nimoufly,  "  That  no  lord  of  their  houfe  ought  to 
**  fufFer  any  fort  of  punifliment  by  any  proceed- 
**  ings  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  otherwifc  than 
*'  according  to  the  known  and  ancient  rules  and 
*'  methods  of  parliament.'* 

Mr.  Comptroller  reported  to  the  houfe  of  cora- 
tnons  that  their  refolutions,  and  addrefs  to  her 
majefty,  for  the  iremoVing  William  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Wor after  from  bdng  lord  almoner  to  her 
ttiajefty,  had  beert  prefented  to  her  majefty,  and 
that  her  majefty  had  been  plcafed  to  give  this 
inofl:  gracious  anfwen 

♦'  I  am  very  fot-ry  that  thef-6  \%  decagon  for  this 
**  addrefs  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Worctfter;.  I  fhall 
**  order  and  diredi  that  he  fhall  no  longer  continue 
«  to  fupply  the  place  of  almoner  1  but  I  will  put 
«  another  in  his  room,  to  perforrti  that  office." 

P  2  Refolved, 
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Re/olved^  "  That  the  moft  humble  thanks  o( 
«*  this  houfe  be  returned  to  her  majefty,  for 
"  her  majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwcr  to  theiir 
"  addrefs  relating  to  William  Lord  Bifhop 
"  oiWorceJler:' 

Ordered^  ^  That  Mr.  Comptrofler  of  her  ma- 
«  jefty's  houfehold  do  return  the  faid  molt 
«  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  to  her  ma- 
«  jefty."^ 

March  25,  Ordered^  "  That  the  evidence  gtten 
"  in  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  upon  the  charge 
"  of  Sir  John  Pakington  againft  William 
'*  Lord  Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  and  Mr.  Lloyd, 
••  his  fon,  be  printed,  together  with  the  pro'- 
**  ceedings  of  that  houfe  thereupon.** 

Ordered,  "  That  the  week's  books,  in  relatioh 
**  to  the  faid*  evidence,  be  examined,  and 
"  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  take  care- of  the 
printing  the  faid  evidence  and  preened- 
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Ordered^  "  That  the  further  conlideration  •f 

*'  the  matter  relating  to  the  Lord  Bifhop 

*'  of  Worcefter  be  adjourned  till  this  day 

^  fe'nnight.** 

On 
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Dh  the  ^ 23d,  1703,  the  folicitor-general  re- 
ported to  the  houfe  the  proceedings  which  had 
been  made  againft  Mr.  Lloyd/ the  Lord  Bilhop  of 

Worcefter's  fon. 

t 

Ancient  State. 

Worccfterfhire,  which  i$  an  inland  county, 
bounded  by  Stafford (hi^-e  on  the  north ;  Wanvick- 
ihire,  on  the  eaft ;  Gloucefterfhire,  on  the  fouth ; 
and  by  Herefordfhire  and  Shropfhire,  on  the 
weft;  is  thirty-fix  miles  in  length,  twenty-eight  in 
breadth,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference ;  and^  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
was,  according  to  Camden,  inhabited  by  the  Cor- 
navii. 

During  the  heptarchy  it  was  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Mercia,  and  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Wirecefterfcyre,  which  is  thought  to  have  arifen 
from  the  foreft  of  Wire,  part  of  which  is  ftill  in 
being  about  Bewdley^  and  formerly  extended  as 
far  as  Worcefter,  whence  that  city  was  called  the 
fortrefs  of  Wire.  A  part  of  the  inhabitants  were 
called  Wiccii ;  a  name  which  fome  fuppofe  was 
given  them  on  account  of  the  winding  courfe  of 
the  Severn,  termed  Wic  by  the  Saxons;  while 
others  maintain  that  it  was  derived  from  the  fait- 

pits,  named  wicbcs. 
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The  country  of  Wiccia  had  a  viceroy  of  itg 
pun,  as  we  are  informed  by  Florence  of  Wor* 
cefter,  who  fays,  that  Oflicre,  viceroy  of  the 
Wiccians,  perfuaded  king  Ethelred  to  conftitute 
^  biftiop  over  his  country,  that  it  might  have  the 
honour  6f  having  one  of  its  own.  When  this  wa^ 
done,  the*  bifhop  fixed  his  fee  at  Worcefter,  but 
was  called  the  bifhop  of  Wiccia. 

While  the  heptarchy  continued,  it  was  go- 
yemed  under  the  Mercian  kings  by  an  earl,  who 
had  a  kind  of  regal  power,  which  feems  to  hayc 
been  greater  than  in  other  places. 

This  county  is  divided  into  feven  hundreds^ 
containing  the  city  of  Worcefter,  and  ten  market-: 
towns,  viz.  Bewdley,  Bromfgrove,  Droit wich^ 
Dudley,  Evefliam,  Kidderminfter,  Parftiore,  Ship- 
ton-upon-Stour,  Stourbridge,  Tenbury,  and  Up- 
ton.  It  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
diocefc  of  Worcefter  ;  contains  one  hundred  an4 
flfty-two  pariflies,  and  fends  nine  members  tp 
parliament ;  two  knights  of  the  ftiire,  two  mem- 
bers for  the  city  of  Worcefte,  two  for  the  borough 
of  Droitwich,  two  for  Eveftiam,  and  one  for 
pewdley. 
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Political  Character. 

WE  enter  with  reludance  upon  the  painful 
tafk  of  introducing  the  political  character  of  a 
populous  and  opulent  city,  under  the  ftigma  of 
venality  and  corruption.  To  the  honour  of  the 
majority  of  its  eledlors,  however,  and  to  that 
perfevering  fpirit  which  they  manifefted  through 
three  cxpenfive  contefts,  and  the  trial  of  as  many 
petitions,  it  affords  us  the  fatisfadlion  of  demon- 
ftratlng,  that  practices  fubverfive  of  national 
liberty  cannot  be  ufed  in  popular  eledions  with- 
out detedlion,  nor  efcapc  under  the  ordeal  of 
juftice  without  punifliment,^ 

Upon  the  death  of  Henry  Crabb  Boulton,  cfq. 
i^  ^773>  who  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
this  city.  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  w^s  invited,  by  a 
committee  of  the  independent  eledlors,  deputed 
by  them  for  that  purpofe,  to  become  a  candidate 
to  fupply  the  vacancy.  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq. 
was  oppofed  to  him  by  the  intereft  of  the  miniftry, 
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the  corporation,    and    the    Earl    of   Coventry^ 
who   is  recorder  of  this   city,   and   has  a   feat 
in  the  neighbourhood.     Mr.  Rous  was  returned 
by  the  fheriff,  after  a  poll  of  feveral  days ;  and 
on  the  20th   of  January,   I774>  a  petition  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  Sir  W^ckin 
Lewis,  fetting  forth,  "  That,  at  the  late  eledion  of 
a  member  to  reprefent  the  city,  of  Worcefter  in 
'parliament,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Henry  Crabb 
Boulton,  efq.  deceafed,  the  petitioner,  and  Thomas 
Bates  Rous,  efq.  were  candidates ;  and  that  the 
faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  by  himfclf  and  agents, 
after  the  faid  vacancy  happened,  and  previous  to 
and  during  the  poll,  was  guilty  of  bribing  and 
corrupting,  and  attempting  to  bribe  and  corrupt, 
thofe  who  had  a  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  eled:ion, 
in  order  to  procure  himfelf  to  be;  eledled  to  ferve 
in  parliament  for  the  faid  city ;  and  that  many 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  faid  city  adled  p.s  agents 
for  the  faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  and  alfo  did 
bribe,  and  attempt  to  bribe,   with  money  and 
othei'wife,  a  great  many  freemen  of  the  faid  city, 
to  induce  them  to  give  their  votes  for  the  faid 
Thomas   Bates  Rous,  at  the  faid  eledion;  and 
that  William  Mathews,  efq.  fheriff  and  returning 
officer  of  the  faid  city,  acted  partially  and  unfairly, 
before  and  during  the  poll,  in  rejedting  good  votes 

for 
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,^  the  petitioner,  and  admitting  pcrfona  not 
qualified  eg  vote  for  the  faid  Thotnas  Bates  Rous, 
and  in  many  other  refpeds  was  guilty  of  partiality 
in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  and  that,  by  thefe 
and  other  illegal  means,  the  faid  Thomas  Bates 
Rous  procured  a  majority  of  votes  upon  the  poll^ 
and  was  returned  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city,  in  prejudice  of  the  petitioner,  and  in 
open  defiance  of  the  law,  and  the  freedom  of 
elections." 

On  the  2d  of  February  following,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  petition, 
who,  on  the  8th  of  the  fame  month,  reported  to 
the  houfe, 

"  That  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq.  the  fitting 
V  member,  is  not  duly  eledled."     And  alfo, 

"  That  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  is  not  duly 
"  elected  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament  for 
"  the  city  of  Worcefter. 

A  new  writ  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  ifliicd 
for  a  new  cledion. 
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At  this  fecond  eledtion  Colonel  Lechmere  wi^ 
fet  up  by  the  miniflerial  party,  in  oppofition  to 
Sir  Wat  kin  Lewes,  and  was  returned  by  a  fmaU 
majority;  but  as  the  parliament  at  that  time  wa3 
nparly  expiring^  and  the  diflblution  almoft  d^iily 
cxpe(3:ed>  the  citizens  of  Worcefter  deferred  con- 
telling  their  caufe  any  further,  till  the  general 
fledion. 

When  the  diffolution  took  place,  in  September 
following,  Mr.  Rous  was  again  a  candidate,  on 
the  old  intereft,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Walfti, 
the  late  member ;  and  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  ancj 
Edward  Bearcroft,  the  counfel,  were  oppofed  to 
them  by  the  independent  intereft  of  the  city  of 
Worcefter,  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  the  numben 
wefc. 

For  Mr.  Rous,       —  981 

Mr.  Walfti,      —  893 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  736 

Mr.  Bearcroft,    —  312 

Upon  which  the  two  former  were  returned. 

On  the  31ft  of  Odober  following,  Sir  Watkir\ 
Lewes  prcfented  a  fecond  petition  to  the  houfe, 

fetting 
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fctting  forth,  ''  That,  at  the  late  eledion  of  mem^ 
bcrs  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Worcefter  in  parlia-* 
ment,  John  Wallh,  and  Thomas  Bates  Rous^ 
cfqrs.  and  the  petitioner,  we^-e  candidates ;  and 
fhat,  previous  to  and  during  the  late  cledion,  the 
faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous  did,  by  thcmfelvea 
^nd  their  agents,  bribe  and  corrupt,  and  attempt 
to  bribe  and  corrupt,  thofe  who  had  a  right  to 
vote  at  the  faid  elcvflion,  in  order  to  procure  them- 
felves  to  be  eledled,  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city ;  and  that,  previous  to  and  at  the  faid 
eledlion,  William  Mathews,  efq.  mayor  of  the 
iaid  city,  and  fevcral  aldermen  and  jufticcs  of  the 
faid  city,  with  many  of  the  common-council| 
?i(3:ed  as  agents  for  the  faid  John  Walfli  and  Tho- 
rnas  Bates  Rous,  and  threatened,  and  publicly 
canvafled  and  folicited  great  numbers  of  the  free* 
men  of  the  faid  cify  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wallh  and 
Mr.  Rous  ;  and  promifed  that  they  fhould  be  fet 
down  as  conftables,  and  have  a  certain  reward  for 
their  votes ;  and  alfo  did  bribe,  and  attempt  to 
bribe,  with  money,  and  otherwife  corrupt,  a  great 
many  freenien  of  the  faid  city,  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  the  faid  John  Walfh  and  Thomas  Bate^ 
Jlous,  or  one  of  them,  at  the  faid  eledion ;  and 

were 
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were  guilty  of  divers  other  corrupt  and  illegal 
pracfliccs,  in  order  to  procure  a  majority  for  the 
faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr,  Rous ;  and  that,  by- 
means  thereof^  and  other  undue  influence,  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council,  as 
agents  for  the  faid  Mr.  Walfli  and  Mr.  Rous, 
procured  many  freemen  to  vote  in  their  intereft 
for  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous,  who 
would  otherwife  have  voted  for  the  petitioner; 
and  that  the  faid  mayor,  feveral  of  the  aldermen 
and  juftices  of  the  faid  city,  and  their  town-clerk, 
for  feveral  days  before  and  during  the  eleftion^ 
met  together,  nominated,  appointed,  and  fworc 
in,  many  freemen,  and,  as  the  petitioner  believes, 
to  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  upwards,  to 
be  conflables,  under  a  promife  from  fuch  perfons 
that  they  would  vote  for  Mr,  Walfti  and  Mr.  Rous ; 
for  which  they  Ihould  have  certain  rewards  in 
money ;  which  was  afterwards  pa;d  to  them  out 
of  the  money  and  funds  of  the  corporation  of  the 
faid  city,  or  by  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous ; 
by  which  means  the  faid  mayor  and  aldermen 
did  corruptly  obtain  a  majority  of  votes  for  Mr. 
Rous  and  Mr.  Walfh  upon  the  poll ;  and  that  a 
peer  of  this  realm,  and  a  lord  of  parliament,  did, 

by 
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by  himfelf  and  his  agents,  interfere  in  the  faid 
elcdlion,  by  canvafTing  and  foHciting  votes  on 
behalf  of  the  faid  John  Waifti,  and  ufing  threats 
to  intimidate  the  freemen  from  giving  their  votes 
to  the  petitioner,  in  violation  of  the  privil^es  of. 
the  houfe,  the  freedom  of  eleftion,  and  a  high 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  John  Williams,  gentle- 
man, ftieriff,  and  returning  officer  of  the  faid 
city,  a€ted  partially  and  unfairly,  before  and  du- 
ring the  eIe(!iion,  in  rejedting  good  votes  for  the 
petitioner,  and  admitting  perfons  not  qualified 
to  vote,  for  the  faid  John  Walfti  and  Thomas 
.Bates  Rous,  and  in  many  other  refpeils  was  guilty 
of  partiality  in  the  execution  of  his  office  j  and 
that,  by  thefe  and  other  illegal  means,  the  faid 
John  Walfti  and  Thomas  Bates  Rous  procured  a 
majority  upon  the  poll,  and  were  returned  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city,  in  prejudice 
of  the  petitioner,  who  had  a  majority  of  legal 
votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and 
therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifes 
into  confidcraiion,  and  to  grant  him  fuch  relief 
therein  as  fhall,  u|}on  examination,  appear  to  be 
juft." 

Tbc 
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The  objedls  of  the  petitioner  were, 

I  ft,  To  prove  that  bribery  had  been  committed! 
by  the  fitting  members,  or  their  agents ;  and 
thereby  to  make  the  eieAion  void,  as  tcithem, 

2dly,  To  difqualify  fuch  a  number  of  th^ 
voters  for  the  fitting  members,  and  to  add  fuch  a 
number  to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  as  to  leave  a 
majority  in  his  favour,  and  entitle  him  to  be  de* 
Glared  duly  eledlcd. 

3dly,  To  induce  the  committee  to  make  a  fpc- 
cial  report  to  the  houfe  of  the  various  matters 
particularly  alledged  in  the  petition  againft  tht 
fitting  members,  the  corporation,  the  returning 
officer,  the  peer  whofe  influence  was  complained 
ofj  and  the  corrupted  voters. 

On  the  firft  head,  witncfles  were  produced,  who 

fwore  to  pofitive  a(5ts  of  bribery  and  promifes,  by 

Mr.  Walfti  himfelf,  and  by  his  agents.     There 

was  no  attempt  to  charge  Mr.  Rous  diredly ;  but 

it  was  contended,  that  Mr.  Wallh,  and  his  agentSj 

were  to  be  confidered  as  agents  for  Mr.  Rous, 

whOj  therefore,  muft  be  afFeded  by  what  they 

bad  done. 

2  On 
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On  the  fccond  head  there  were  the  following 
obje<ftions  to  different  claffea  of  voters  for  the 
fitting  members. 

ift,  To  a  great  number,  that  their  votes  had 
been  procured  by  money  or  promifes.  This  vfas 
the  main  point  of  the  cafe ;  being  fufficient,  if 
proved  to  the  full  extent,  to  have  given  the  pe- 
titioner a  majority  over  both  the  fitting  mem- 
bers. 

By  a  charter  of  James  I.  the  city  of  Worccfter, 
■which  was,  before  that  time,  and  continues  to  be, 
a  county  of  icfelf,  is  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Worcefter.  There  is  a  common-council,  com- 
pofed  of  two  bodies,  one  of  twenty-four,  the 
other  of  forty-eight,  making  togetli«r  fevcnty- 
two  common-councilmen.  The  number  of  ci- 
tizens is  indefinite ;  the  mayor  and  fix  aldcFmcn 
are  chofen  annually  out  of  the  twenty-four  by  the 
fcventy-two.  Thefe  fix  aldermen,  and  the  mayor, 
are,  by  thieir  officea,  jufhces  of  the  peace  for  the 
city. 

The 
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The  day  before  the  clcdtion  began,  the  cotri-* 
mon-council»  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  ii> 
the  intercft  of  the  fitting  members,  made  the 
following  refolutions  and  order. 

iith  06t.  1774.  Re/bhed,  '*  That  it  be  recom- 
*^  mended  to  the  mayor  andjuftices  to  ap- 
**  point  fuch  a  number  of  conftabks  as  they 
**  fhall  think  proper,  to  prefervc  the  peace 
"  during  the  eleftion  of  members  to  repre- 
•«  fent  this  city  in  parliament/' 

Ordered^  "  That  the  expences  attending  fucH 
*'  appointment  be  defrayed  by  this  corpora-* 
«'  tion/' 

Accordingly,  about  three  hundred  weJ-e  fworri 
in  i  and  they  received  one  (hilling  and  fixpence  a 
day  from  thU  Chamberlain,  out  of  the  nwney  of 
Ac  corporation,  for  a  week :  all  the  coiiftables^. 
except  about  ten  or  twelve,  were  freemen,  and 
voted  for  the  fitting  members*  At  former 
cledtions  it  had  been  ufuail  to  appoint  a  certain 
number  of  fpecial  conllables  to  keep  the  peace  i 
.but  they  were  not  fo  numerous  as  at  this  eledion  3 
and  they  were  paid,  in  equal  proportions,  by  the 

candidates, 
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candidates,  and  not  by  the  corporation.  There 
were  feveral  of  the  perfons  appointed,  on  this  pre- 
fent  occalion,  lame,  or  fo  infirm  as  to  be  incapable 
of  doing  the  duty  of  the  office ;  infomuch  that,  a 
riot  having  happened  during  the  courfe  of  the 
poll,  it  was  thought  necelTary  to  fwear  in  about 
ten  or  twelve  able-bodied  watermen.  Thefc 
watermen  were  the  only  conftables  who  were 
not  freemen. 

From  the  circumftances  jufl:  ftated,  it  was 
contended,  that  the  appointment  of  fo  many  free- 
men to  be  conftables  was  only  colourable ;  that 
being  all  voters,  and  having  voted  for  rhe  fitting 
members,  the  money  paid  to  them  muft  be  con- 
fidered  ii  bribes  given  them  by  the  corporation, 
who  were  agents  of  Walfti  and  Rous ;  that  all  the 
voles  of  the  conftables  therefore  ought  to  be  ftruck 
pfF  the  poll. 

Befides  this,  there  were  witnefles  who  faid,  that 
two  agents  of  Walfli,  in  their  prefencc,  had  of- 
fered, on  the  30th  of  September,  to  a  company 
of  about  twenty-five  freemen,  to  make  them^ 
conftables,  if  they  would  vote  for  Walfh  and 
Rous ;  and  faid  they  ftiouid  have  a  guinea  from 

Vol.  III.  Q  each 
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each  candidate ;  and  that  wanx  of  them  acc^^fied 
on  that  condition.  One  pf  th^  wica^ilcs  ftid^ 
he  aflfed  whether  he  might  not  be  Haifa  conftahk^ 
if  he  polled  for  Walfli ;  and  that  he  was  told  he 
could  not  be  a  conftable^  unlefs  he  would  vote  for 
Walfli;  feveral  perfons  fwore  to,  declarations  of 
voters  who  were  naade  conftables ;  that  they  had 
received  money  from,  or  on  the  behalf  of  Wallh ; 
and  that  they  were  promifed  more. 

There  was  a  confiderable  number  of  out- 
voters, refident  in  London,  Birmingham,  Kid- 
derminfler,  and  other  places,  whofe  expences 
were  defrayed  by  the  fitting  members.  It  wajB 
alfo  fworn,  that  they  were  proipifed  money  £or 
their  trouble  by  the  agents.  Many  declared 
that  they  had  voted,  in  expe<flation  of  a  reward ; 
fome,  that  they  had  received  the  money  after  they 
had  polled. 

On  Thurfday  the  1 8th  of  April,  the  committee, 
by  their  chairman,  informed  the  houfe,  that  they 
had  determined. 

That  the  two  fitting  members  were  duly 
eleded. 

No 
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No  vacancy  for  this  city  happened  afterward 
till  the  general  eledion  of  1780,  when  Mr.  Rous 
wa8  ^ain  a  candidate,  on  the  intercft  of  the  cor- 
poration, in  conjundtion  with  the  Hbn.  William- 
Wardj  now  E^rd  Vifcount  Dudley,  and  again 
oppofed  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  on  the  independent 
intercft.  Mr.  Rous  and  Mr.  Ward  were  fuccefs- 
flil ;  and  on  the  20lh  of  November  following,  a 
third  petition  was  prcfented  to  the  houfe,  from  the 
freemen  of  Worcefter,  complaining,  "  That,  at 
the  laft  eleftion  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Worcefter,  the  Right  Hon, 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  now  lord-mayor  of  the 
city  of  London,  the  Hon.  William  Ward,  and 
Thomas  Bates  Ro^s,  efq.  were  candidates ;  and 
that  feveral  of  the  aldermen,  juftices,  and  others, 
of  the  faid  city,  hawked  about,  and  offered  the 
reprefentatioft  of  the  faid  city  for  fale,  at  the  laft 
general  elciflion,  for  a  fum  of  4000I.  or  other 
lai^e  fum  of  money ;  and  did  treat  with  feveral 
perfons  for  that  purpofe  j  and  that,  in  confequence 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  by  undue  and 
oppreffive  influence,  committed  and  pradifed 
by  the  faid  William  Ward,  or  feveral  of  the  al- 
dermen, juftices,  and  others,  of  the  faid  city,  as 
agents  for  the  faid  William  Ward,  a  majority  of 
Qji  votes 
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votes  was  procured  upon  the  poll,  contrary  to  the 
general  fenfe  ^nd  wifhes  of  the  freemen,  who 
would  otherwife  have  elecfled  the  faid  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  if  it  had  not  been  for  illegal  means 
made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  the  faid  Mr.  Ward,  as 
aforefaid.** 

This  petition  was  tried  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed the  6th  of  February,  1781,  who,'  on  the 
15  th  of  the  faid  month,  reported  to  the  houfe, 

**  That  the  Hon.  William  Ward  was  duly 
*^  eleded.'* 

The  limits  of  our  work  will  not  fuffer  us  to  go 
at  large  into  the  evidence  on  thefe  feveral  peti- 
tions ;  nor  would  it  prove  more  than  what  appears 
almoft  through  every  cafe  which  comes  before  the 
houfe  of  commons ; — that  corruption  prevails  ;-^ 
and  that  the  influence  of  magiftrates  and  corpo- 
rations is  generally  exerted  to  dcftroy  the  freedom 
of  elections ; — that  freemen  and  burgefles  are  ad- 
mitted, orrcfufed  their  admiffion,  by  corporations, 
with  little  or  ng  regard  to  claims  legally  and  juftly 
founded,  but  merely  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of 
whatever  party  the  leading  men  in  each  city  or 

borough 
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borough  may  find  it  their  intereft  to  cfpoufe  j  and 
even  the  poor-rates  in  fcot-and-lot  boroughs  are 
corrupted  into  engines  of  defpotifm.  The  taxing 
a  number  of  perfons  who  have  no  right,  and 
omitting  another  defcription,  who  polTefs  or 
occupy  rateable  houfes,  has  been  the  means  of 
giving  a  colourable  majority  in  many  cletftions  ; 
but  we  fhall  fubjoin  to  our  account  of  this  city  an 
addrefs  to  the  freemen  of  Worcefter,  pubUlhcd 
ihortly  after  the  decifion  of  one  of  the  committees, 
under  the  authority  of  the  candidate,  which  will 
explain,  more  forcibly  than  we  can  exprefs,  hi< 
Jentiments  and  feelings  upon  the  occafion, 

From  the  Worcefter  Journal. 
?o/i?  Freemen  of  the  City  of  Worcester, 

"  Gentlemen, 
"  Permit  me  in  this  public  manner  to  return 
<'  you  my  fincere  and  moft  unfeigned  thanks  for 
« the  very  honourable  and  independent  fupport 
"  I  have  received  from  you,  and  to  thofe  honeft 
"  friends  who  afforded  me  their  voluntary  protec- 
"  tion  at  the  laft  eledion,  againft:  the  jnfults  of 
«  mercenaries,  hired,  under  the  colour  of  coti-. 
"  Jlables,  to  proftitute  their  fuffragcs. 

Qj  «Ibeg 
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'<  I  beg  likewife  to  add  my  thanks  to  thofe  per* 
*'  fons  who  gave  their  teftimony  from  a  defire  of 
^*  public  juft ice,  . 

"  In  vain  did  we  confide  in  the  juftice  of  our 
«* caufe ;  in  vain  did  we  exped  that  a  committee 

of  the    houfe  of  commons  would   ftigmatife 

bribery,  corruption,  and  perjury  :  the  majority 
^  of  that  committee  bell  know  how  they  can 
"  account  to  their  conferences  and  their  country, 
**  for  having  given  a  verdidt  upon  oath,  import- 
^*  ing,  in  etiev5l,  that  there  w  as  no  bribery,  no 
"  unconftitutional,  no  undue  influence,  in  the  laft 

eleftion  for  the  city  of  Worcefter ;  or  that  pro- 

mifes  made,  and  money  given  to  eledlors,  before 
'*  and  at  the  time  of  the  election,  was  not  done 

for  the  purpofe  corruptly  to  procure  their  votes. 

I  will  not  fay  all  that  might  be  faid  upon  this 
*'  verdid,  all  that  truth  might  didate,  as  fads 
'^beftfpeak  for  themfelves ;  but  this  1  will  fay, 
**  the  committee,  by  their  late  determination, 
"have  dreadfully  and  mournfully  difappointed 
**  the  juft  expedtations  of  the  public, 

"  My  concern  arifes,  not  fo  much  on  my  own 
"  account,  as  on  that  of  a  great  city  ftruggling 

^*  for 
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*  for  its  independence :  M^hich,  by  fuch  a  deter- 
*'  mination^  is  become  the  property  of  the  Eaft- 
**  India  company.  I  deplore  with  you  the  /alien 
"  virtue  of  our  country,  and  that  bribery  is  now 
"  permitted  toftalk  triumphant  through  the  land, 
^'  corrupting  the  fountain  of  public  fecurity.  I 
•*  feel  the  more,  as  it  involves  in  its  confequenceA 
"  the  downfall  of  an  ad  of  parliament,  which 
"  the  people  have  been  taught  to  look  up  to  as  a 
«*  fecurity  for  the  freedom  of  clcdlions. 

"  I  fliould  be  wanting  in  that  duty  which  I  owe 
•••to  you  and  the  public,  were  I  not  to  take  notice 
^  of  the  interpofition  of  the  houfe,  in  depriving 
*'  me  of  my  rightful  challenges,  and  polluting 
•^  theftreamspf  public  juftice. 


cc 
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The  fitting  members,  though  notorioufly 
known  to  have  been  fupported  by  the  feme  in- 
tercft,  were  allowed  tp  flrike  off  twenty-four  to 
my  twelve;  whereby  a  majority  was  procured. 
"  Whether  they  were  worthy  to  fit  in  judgment 
«*  on  the  rights  of  freemen,  I  (hall  leave  to  you  and 
*'  the  whole  kingdom  to  determine^  by  their  late 
•*  report. 

0^4  "There 
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*'  There  is  no  perfoh  who  entertains  a  higher 
"  refpedl  and  reverence  than  I  do  for  the  different 
*'  orders  of  the  State ;  it  was  that  refpecft  and  reve- 
'*  rence  which  induced  me  to  complain  of  the 
*•  encroachments  of  the  ariftocratic  power.  I  la- 
ment that  the  people,  for  whofe  benefit  all 
governments  are  inftituted,  have  loft  their 
"  weight  in  the  legiflature  of  this  country :  I  la- 
"  ment  that  an  open  violation  of  your  privileges 
"  fhould  pafs  unnoticed  by  the  guardians  of  the 
"  rights  of  the  people. 


"  In  this  long,  expcnfive,  and  unequal  conteft, 
*<  every  art  has  been  pra.l:iced  to  harrafs  and 
"  diftrcfs  me,  for  having  dared  to  alTert  your 
•*  rights.  I  am,  however,  ha^^py  in  the  retiexion, 
**  that  I  have  difcharged  my  duty  to  you,  gentle- 
"  men,  and  to  my  country. 

«  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatcft 
"  eftccm  and  regard, 

**  Your  obliged  and 

"  faithful  humble  fcrvant, 

<<  WATKIN  LEWES.'* 

As  a  teftimopy  of  the  public  approbation,  the 
qityof  London  unanimoufly  voted  their  thanks 
to  Sir  Watkin  Lcvvcs,  by  their  corporation,  for  the 

manly 
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hianly  defence  he  had  made  in  fupport  of  the  ■ 
freedom  of  eledtion;  and  the  iadies  of  Worcefter 
prefented  Lady  Lewes  with  a  complete  fet  of 
Worccfter-manufaiftured  porcelain,,  emblazoned 
with  the  arms  of  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  thofe  of 
the  city  of  Worcefter,  with  a  filver  table  engraved 
with  appofite  devices,  and  finilhed  with  exquifite 
tafte  and  magnificence. 

At  the  general  eleiftion  in   1784,    the  Hon. 

William  Ward,  and  Samuel  Smith,  efq.  of  Alder- 

manbury,  were  chofen  without  oppofition.  Upon 

Mr.  Ward's  fucceeding  to  the  peerage,  Mr.  Wigley 

was  eleded  in  his  room.    A  cunteft  arofc  at  the 

laft  general  eleftion,  the  two  late  members  being 

ftppol'etl  by  Mr.  Lechmcrc,   the  barriftcr;  when 

the-  numbers  at  the  final  clofc  of  the  poll  were,fof 

Edmund  Wigley,  efq.      > —    9^9 

Edmund  Lcchmere,  efq.  —     89a 

Satnuel  Smith,  efq.         —        692 

Ancient  State. 

Worcefter,  the  chief  town  in  the  county,  which 

is  delightfully  feated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the 

Severn,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  known 

to  the  Romans  by  the  names  Branovium  and  Bra- 

nogenium, 
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nogenium,  tho\igh  it  has  been  long  fince  called  in 
Latin»  as  it  is  now^  Wigornia ;  and  is  thought  to 
have  been  6ne  of  the  chief  cities  built  by  them,  in 
order  to  curb  the  Britons  who  dwelt  beyond  the 
Severn.  It  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Weogare- 
ceafter,  Wcgeoma^-ceafteri  or  Wire-ccaftcr,  which 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  a  contradtion  of 
Wicware-cefter,  Wigora  or  Wigra-ceafter,  fig- 
nifying  the  city  of  the  men  of  Wiccia,  It  was 
made  the  fee  of  a  bifliop  by  Ethelred,  king  of  the 
Mercians,  who  founded  a  cathedral  here,  the 
firft  bifhop  of  which  was  Bofelus,  who  was  con^ 
fecrated  in  the  year  680. 

This  city  has  feveral  times  been  burnt,  parti- . 
cularly  in  1041,  by  king  Hardicanute,  to  punifti 
the  inhabitants,  who,  being  provoked  by  the  heavy 
taxes  he  laid  upon  them,  killed  his  colledtors ;  at 
which  he  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  maflacred  them 
all,  except  a  few  that  efcaped  into  Beverly,  an 
ifland  in  the  river,  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  ra- 
vaged  the  country  round  it.  However,  in  fome 
meafure,  it  recovered  itfelf  from  this  difafter ;  but 
in  the  year  1080,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus^ 
Roger  de  Montgomery,  Earl  of  Shrcwfbury, 
coming  with  a  great  body  of  Welchmen,  burat 

the 
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the  fuburbs,  and  attacked  the  city ;  but  the 
townfmen,  fliutcuig  the  gates,  conveyed  their 
wives,  chiklren,  and  goods,  into  tlie  caflle,  and 
then  made  a .  brave  reiiftance.  WoIfUn^  the 
bilhop,  perceiving  that  fome  of  the  enemy  had 
left  the  fiege  to  ravage  the  country,  encouraged 
the  inhabitants  to  make  a  fally,  which  they  did 
with  fuch  advantage,  that  they  killed  and  took 
prifoners  about  five  thoufand  men,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  raife  the  fiege.  In  the  year  i  1 13,  it 
was  again  nearly  deftroyed  by  a  cafual  fire ;  the 
caftle  itfeif  was  entirely  confumcd,  axxl  the  roof  of 
the  cathedral  received  greju  damage.  This  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  doneclandeftinely  by  the  Wctih, 
becaufe  this  city  ferved  to  curb  their  hoflilities  j  in 
confequence  of  which  Henry  I.  raifcd  a  great 
army,  and  marching  into  Wales,  made  a  prodi- 
gious (laughter,  and  reduced  them  to  fuch  ex- 
tremities, that  they  fubmittcd  to  his  mercy. 

In  the  civil  wars  between  King  Stephen  and  the 
Emprefs  Matilda,  the  King  finding  that  William 
Bcauchamp  of  Elmey,  to  whom  the  city  and 
callle  belonged,  was  engaged  in  the  intereft  of 
Matilda,  he  difpoffefled  him  of  both,  and  gave 
them  to  the  Earls  of  Mellcnt  and  Leiceller ;  but  af- 
terwards 
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tcrwards,  difapproving  of  his  conducft,  he  refolved 
to  take  the  caftle  from  him  ;  for  which  purpofc 
he  aflaulted  Worcefter  with  a  great  army,    and 
having  taken  the  city,  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  and 
returned  with  a  great  booty.     After  Stephen's 
death,  the  Emprefs  reftored  the  city  and  caftle  to 
William  Beauchamp  and  his  heirs.     The  misfor- 
tunes  of  the  city  did  not  end  here :  for  in  the  year 
J 1 75,  a  churcn,  which  had  been  lately  erefted, 
fell  down;  and  in  1202,  the  city  was  again  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire;  in  1216,  the  city  was  taken  by 
the  Earl  of  Chefter,  and  the  church  plundered ; 
two  years  after  which,  the  two  lefler  towers  of  the 
church  were  thrown  down  by  a  ftorm.     In  fhort, 
this  city  has  been  attacked  or  befieged,  and  fuf- 
fered,  more  or  lefs,  in  all  the  civil  wars  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter ;  and  here  was 
fo^'ght  the  dccilive  battle  between  Charles  II.  and 
Cromwell ;    but  from  each  of  thefe  difafters  it 
always  foon   recovered,    and  continued,  for  the 
moft  part,  in  a  flourifhing  conditioHt 

In  ancient  times  the  kings  of  England  were  ac-- 
euftomed  to  keep  their  Chriftmas  in  fome  great 
town;  and  accordingly  we  find,  that  in  the  year 

1130 
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1130  King  Henry  I.  kept  his  Chriftmas  here,  as 
did  Henry  II.  in  1158,  and  King  John  in  1314. 

This  city,  which  is  a  county  of  itrelf,  was  an- 
ciently governed  by  two  bailiffs,  two  aldermen, 
and  a  common-council,  and  fent  members  to  par- 
liament ab  origine. 

Corporation. 
By  charter  of  James  I.  it  confifts  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  Iheriffs,  fix  aldermen,  twenty- four  com- 
mon-councilmen,  and  forty-eight  afliftants. 

Right  of  Election.  ■ 
1693,  Feb.  7.  Is  in  the  freemen  not  receiving 
alms. 

1747,  Feb.  II.  Is  in  the  citizens  of  the  faid 
city  not  receiving  alms,  and  admitted  to  their  free- 
dom fy  birth,  or  by  firvitude,  or  by  redemption,  in 
order  to  trade  within  the  faid  city. 

Number  of  Voters. 

Seventeen  hundred. 

Returkihg  Officer. 
The  fticrifF. 

DROIT- 
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DROITWICH. 

Political  CiiARACTER. 

THE  right  of  ek^lion  in  this*  borough  isr  m 
two  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  a«dx:leven  burgefles,  who 
are  ftyled  the  corporation  of  the  lalt-lprings  of 
Droitwich. 

This  place  is  under  the  influence  of  Lord  Foley 
and  Sir  Edward  Winnington,  bart.  the  latter  of 
whom  derives  it  from  the  family  of  Salway,  of 
Stanford,  in  this  county,  and  is  now  one  of  its 
members ;  the  other  is  the  Hoa.  Andrew  Foley, 
fecond  brother  to  Lord  Foley, 

Sir  Herbert  Pakington  has  alfo  an  intercfl:  in 
this  borough,  but  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  oppofe 
the  prefent  members. 

Ancient  State. 

Droitwich,  or  Durtwich,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
have  received-its  name  from  its  falt-pits,  anciently 
called  wiches,  and  its  dirty  fituation  upon  the 
yiver  Sal  warp,  confiftsonly  of  about  four  hundred 
houfes,  and  yet  has  four  churches.    It  is  famous 

for 
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for  fait,  which  is  mack  he«  m  wfl  quantities.  In 
Domcfday-book  it  is  faid,  that  every  waek,  ia  the 
feafon  of  wealing,  they  paid  off  a  tax  of  fixteen 
buUions;  which  is  fufficiem  to  prove,  that  fait  was 
made  here  long  before  the  Coequeror'a  furvey 
was  compiled. --'Mention  is  alfo  made,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Athclftan,  of  the  fait  produced  in 
this  town. 

This  borough  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments 
of  Edward  I.  and  2,  4,  Edward  II.  ceafed  fending 
till  Philip  and  Mary  reftored  it  in  1554. 

Corporation. 

This  place,  which  was  originally  incorporated 
by  King  John,  and  afterwards  by  charter  of  in- 
/peximus  of  James  I.  confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  a  re- 
corder, and  eleven  burgeffes. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 690,  Nov.  1 1 .  Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  falt-fprings  of  Droitwich. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fourteen. 
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Returning  Officers, 
The  bailiffs. 

Patrons. 
Lord  Foley  and  Sir  Edward  Winnington. 


EVESHAM, 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough,  which  was  incorporated  by  a 
charter  granted  by  King  James  I.  is  only  under 
partial  influence.  The  corporation  have  been 
always  much  attached  to  the  family  of  the  Rufti- 
outs,  of  Northwick,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
whofe  intereft  has  been  confidered  as  the  pre- 
vailing one,  and  fufficient  to  procure  a  feat  in 
parliament  for  one  of  that  family.  The  other 
feat  IS  open. 

At  the  laft  eledlion,  in  1790,  there  were  three 
candidates;  viz.  Sir  John  Rufhout,in  his  own  in^ 
tcrefts  Thomas  Thomfon,  efq.  in  that  of  Oppofi- 

tion ; 
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ddit;  Mr.  Sullivan,  in  that  of  Adtniniftratloti; 

when  the  numbers,  on  the  clofe  of  the  poll,  were, 
For  Sir  John  Rufliout.  barti       —     41 8 
Thomas  Thompfon,  efq.      —      407 
Mr.  Sullivan        —  —374-' 

AwctENt  StATEi 

Evefhini,  commonly  called  £(hattii  Which,  wc 
ire  told  by  the  monkifh  writers,  received  its  name 
from  one  Efves,  fwineherd  to  Egwin,  bilhop  of 
Worcefter,  ia  an  ancient  botoughi  and  enjoys 
many  privileges ;  ibme  by  prefcription,  and  others 
by  charters.  It  has  two  parilh-churches ;  and  at 
Bengworth,  a  village  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Avon,  but  includecl  within  thejurifdidtion  of  this 
iown^  there  is  another. 

This  borough  having  fcnt  33  Edward  t.  ceafcd 
returning  till  James  I.  who  reftorcd  it  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign,  incorporated  itj  and  made  it  j| 
mayor  town* 

CORPORATtOK 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorderi  leven  aldefmeri^ 
find  twelve  capital  buigefles^ 

Vol.  Ill-  K  7b« 
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The  mayor  and  four  of  the  aldermen  arc  juC* 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  of  oyer,  terminer,  and  gaol 
delivery,  for  all  offences  committed  within  the 
jurifdidlion  of  the  borough,  high  treafon  ex- 
cepted. 

Right  or  Election. 
1669,  Sept.  22.  Is  in  the  common  burgefles^ 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  eight  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Sir  John  Rufliout,  partially. 


BEWDLEY. 
Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  cledion  in  this  borough  is  con- 
fined to  the  corporation  only;  confiding  of  a 
bailiff,  recorder,  and  twelve  burgeflcs ;   which 

rights 
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1-ight,  if  it  may  be  fo  diftinguifhed,  "it  received 
by  a  charter  from  King  James  I.  It  returns  to 
parliament,  in  common  with  Abingdon,  Mon- 
hiouthj  Higham  Ferrers^  and  Banbury,  but  one 
member.  The  influence  which  prevails  here,  is 
that  of  Lord  Weftcote,  whofe  fon,  the  Hon. 
George  Fulke  Lyttelton;  is  the  prefent  repre- 
fentative. 

Ancient   State. 

Bewdley,  or  Beawley,  anciently  called  Beaulieu;  ' 
which  figniHes  a  beautiful  place,  being  plrafantly 
fituatedon  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  near  the  Se- 
vern, had  great  privileges  granted  it  by  Edward 
IV.  both  by  fea  and  land,  which  were  t-iiiarged  by 
Henry  VII.  andconfirmcd  by  Henry  VIII. 

This  place  was  origihiHy  incorporated  by  Kirig 
James  I.  and  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  burgefles ; 
but  the  corporation  was  obliged  to'  furrender  their 
charter  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and,  in 
that  of  James  II.  they  were  forced,  by  the  violence 
bf  the  times,  to  accept  of  another. 

In  1707,  on  a.  trial  at  law,  the  furrender  in  the 

ieign  of  Charles  II.  was  judged  void,"  and  a  new 

R  2  charter 
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charter  was  granted  by  Queen  Anne,  confirming 
the  privileges  granted  by  the  charter  of  James  L 
In  confequence  of  this,  two  members  were  re- 
turned  to  parliament,  and  two  returns  made  to 
the  fherifF;  one  by  the  bailiff  of  the  old  corpo* 
ration,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  new.  This 
occafioned  a  great  law-fuit,  which  was  at  length 
determined  in  favour  of  the  new  charter ;  fincc 
which  time,  only  one  reprefentativc  has  been 
cledcd  for  this  borough. 

This  town  fent  members  to  parliament  as  earFy 
as  Edward  I.  after  which  there  was  a  long  inter* 
niption* 

COUPORATIOW. 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  confifts  of  a  baiKff, 
recorder,  and  twelve  capital  burgefles*  The 
bailiff  ia  a  jufticc  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  quorum 
for  the  year  he  officiates,,  as  alfo  (or  the  iucceed^ 
ing  year. 

Right  of  Election.. 

1662,  April  28.  In  the  bailiffs  and  burgcflcs 
appointed  by  the  charter  of  3  Jac.  I.  exclufivc  of 
allothersr 
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1679,   ^^y  ^7*    '^''  ^^^  inhabitants  of  the 
torough  of  Bewdley  have  not  a  right  to  vote. 

1710,  Dec.   19.     The  charter  of  1708  is 
void. 

1691,  Jan.  24.    The  five  perfons  elected  bur- 
eeflcs  had  no  right  to  vote. 

Number  of  Voters, 
Fourteen. 

Returning  Officir. 
The  baiZiiF. ' 

Patron, 
J^rd  Weftcotc, 
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YORKSHIRE. 
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Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  the  firft  in  the  kingdom,  io 
territory,  population,  and  opulence  ;  thq 
number  of  freeholders  being  upwards  of  fixteen 
thoufand ;  and  its  fhare  in  the  reprefentation,  agf  ee- 
able  to  the  ratio  of  its  taxes,  would  be  forty,  fix  out 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  which  at  prefcnc 
conftitute  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  nation  : 
yet  the  boroughs  of  Midhurft  and  Old  Samm, 
neither  of  which  have  a  houfe  remaining  in  it,  and 
thofe  of  Gatton  and  Caftle  Rifin^,  where  tl^ere 
are  no  more  conftituents  than  members,  fingly 
poflefs  an  equal  fhare  in  the  democratic  branch  of 
the  legiflature,  with  this  extenfivc  and  populous 
county. 

If  this  will  not  convince  the  moft  prejudiced 
minds  of  the  neceflity  of  a  reform,  neither  argu- 
ment nor  eloquence  can  be  ufed  to  any  purpofc. 

^  -    -  ■ 

This 
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This  county  has  the  honour  to  give  a  feat  in 
parliament  to  William  Wilberforce,  efq.  whofe 
cxtenfive  abilities^  fo  laudably  exercifed  in  the 
caufe  of  humanity,  have  rendered  his  name  (acred 
in  the  prefent  times,  and  will  tranfmit  it  to  po- 
fterity,  to  be  preferved  by  it  as  a  pledge  of  a 
peculiar  excellence.  The  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade  was  an  objedt  in  which  his  benevolent  mind 
was  continually  employed ;  nor  did  he  forget 
that  the  negroes  were  men,  although  of  a  colour 
different  from  himfelf,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
the  natural  freedom  and  privileges  of  man.  Hi$ 
labours  will  now  be  amply  rewarded  by  the 
bleffings  which  they  have  procured  to  this  un- 
fortunate and  hitherto  ill-fated  people. 

Ancient  State, 

This  county,  which  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Eboriafcyre,  is  the  largeft  county  in  England, 
and  is  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  the  German 
Ocean,  and  the  biftiopric  of  Durham ;  on  the  eaft, 
by  the  German  Ocean  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Lincoln- 
(hire,  Nottinghamfhire,  Dcrbylhire,  and  a  fmall 
part  of  Chelhirc;  and  on  the  weft,  by  Lancafhirc 

R  4  and 
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and    Wellmoreland ;   extending    in  length  on<r 
hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  in  breadth  eighty, 

and  thrpe  h^ndre(i  and  lixty  miles  in  circum- 
ferencc. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was  inhabited  by 
the  Brigantes.  Whence  this  name  was  derived^ 
authors  ^re  ^ot  ^gr^cd ;  but,  according  to  the 
Fl-ench,*  it  fignifies  boiflerous,  refolute  rncn. 

When  the  Saxons  were  fettled  in  ^his  part  of 
the  inland,  and  the  whole  was  divided  into  feven 
Jcingdoms,  thi«  county  formed  a  part  of  Northum- 
berland, which  was  divided  into  Deira  J^nd  Ber- 
nicia,  Yorkfliirc  was  under  the  gpvernment  of 
the  king  of  Deira,  who,  after  a  fucceffion  of  fix 
kings  of  Bemicia,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-feven 
years,  became  mafter  of  the  whole:  after  which  it 
fontinued  a  part^pf  nhe  lungdom  of  Northumber-» 
land,  till  Egbert,  kipg  of  thi^  Weft  Saxons,  fub^ 
dued  the  other  fix,  and  rendered  all  England  fub-. 
jed  tp  his  power. 

This  county  bprp  a  cpnfiderable  pant  in  the 

principal  tranfadlions  of  the  foll6wing  reigns,  par- 

ti^jylarly  in  the  difputes  between  the  hpufes  of 

'  '  2  York 


York  and  JLancaftcr.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV, 
there  was  a  rebellion  in  Yorklhire,  fomented  by 
fhe  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
the  king's  brother,  occafioned  by  a  diipute  ire« 
lating  to  an  old  hofpital  In  York, 

After  Henry  VIII.  had  eftablilhcd  his  fupre- 
niacy,  and  an  a<ft  of  parliament  had  pafTcd,  allowing 
the  Lord 's  prayer,  Creed,  and  Ten  Commandment  v  - 
to  be  read  in  Englilh  in  the  churches,  a  formi- 
dable rebellion  was  raifed  in  this  county,  where 
the  people  aflcmbled  to  the  number  of  forty  thou- 
(and,  pi^vided  with  horfes,  arms,  and  artillery, 
in  order  to  defend  what  they  termed  the  feith  of 
Chrift,  calling  their  march  the  holy  and  blcflcd 
pilgrimage.  The  Earl  of  Shreivfbury,  being  in 
thefe  parts,  immediately  aflcmbled  an  army,  and 
was  foon  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  and  others  of  the  no- 
bility, who  had  a  great  army  under  their  com- 
mand, and  were  ordered  to  attack  the  rebels. 
TTiey  were  encaipped  near  Doncafter,  where  terms 
of  accomn^odation  were  offered  them,  to  which 
they  refuting  to  liftcn,  a  pitched  battle  was 
agreed  upon ;  but  happily  the  river  Don  being 
fuelled  by  the  rain  that  fell  in  the  night,  they 

were 
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"were  prevented  coming  to  an  enagcment ;  and, 
by  the  mediation  of  fome  of  the  nobility,  a.  par- 
don was  obtained,  which  moft  of  the  rebels  ac- 
cepted, and  returned  home. 

This  county,  which  confifts  of  three  ridings, 
fubdivided  into  twenty-fix  wapentakes,  is  fituated 
in  the  province  and  diocefe  of  York,  Richmond 
excepted,  which  belongs  to  the  diocefe  of  Chefter, 
and  contains  one  city,  fifty-four  market-towns, 
and  five  hundred  and  fixty-three  parifhes.  It 
fends  thirty  members  to  parliament,  two  knights 
of  the  (hire  for  the  county,  two  citizens  for 
York,  and  two  burgefies  for  each  of  the  following 
places;  viz.  Aldborough,  Beverley,  Borough- 
bridge,  Heydon,  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  Knaref- 
borough,  Malton,  Northallerton,  Pontefradl^ 
Richmond,  Rippon,  Scarborough  and  Thirlke. 

Tl-^e  right  of  cledion  for  knights  of  the  fhirc 
for  this  county,  is  in  thofc  pcrfons  whofe  freeholds 
lie  within  that  part  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
York,  commonly  called  the  Aynfty. 


YORK 
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YORK  CITY. 

P.OLiTiCAL  Character. 

THIS  city  is  independent  in  the  cxcrcife  of  its 
f  onftitutional  rights.  Were  there  the  fame  num- 
ber of  eletftors  in  every  other  city,  and  in  the 
refpedive  boroughs,  we  ftiould  not  have  the 
banelul  cfFedts  of  influence  and  corruption  td 
complain  of.  An  equalization  of  the  country  int9 
tdiftriifis,  would  fupply  at  leaft  five  thouland 
houfekeppers  to  eleft  the  reprefentatives  for  each 
place  ;  and  why  a  mode  fo  fimple  and  pradi- 
cable  cannot  be  inftantly  adopted,  we  muft  con- 
fefs  we  have  not  fagacicy  to  divine. 

Ancient  State. 

This  city,  which  is  the  fee  of  an  archbilhop, 
and  a  county  of  itfelf,  unconne.ifled  with  the 
lUdings,  is  iituated  on  a  point  where  the  boun- 
dariesofthe  three  Ridings  meet,  at  thediftanceof 
two  hundred  miles  from  London.  Its  prefent 
name,  York,  is  a  corruption  or  contraiflion  of  the 
5axon  name,'  Euor-wic,  and  Eofor-wic,  derived 
from  thf  Roman  name  Eboracum,  fuppofed  to  have 

been 
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been  given  it  from  Ebraucus,  a  Britifh  king,  who 
is  faid  to  have  been  its  founder.  That  it  was  a 
Roman  colony,  appears  from  the  teftimony  both 
of  Ptolemy  and  Antoninus ;  and  we  have  good 
evidence,  that  the  fixth  legion^  called  Vidrix, 
fcnt  into  JBritai^  by  Adrian,  was  in  garrifon 
Jierep 

The  Empcrpr  Scverus  refidcd  a  cohfiderablc 
tune  in  this  city ;  and  dying  here,  his  alhes  were 
carried  thence,  in  a  golden  urn,  to  Rome.  Con- 
Itantine  Chlorus  alfo  died  at  York ;  and  here  his 
f4Mi,  Conftantinc  the  Great,  was  declared  em^ 
pecor. 

In  1298,  Edward  L  fummoned  a  parliament 
to  meet  at  York,  and  another  was  held  there  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  II.  King  Henry  Vlll.  efta-  ^ 
blifticd  9>  council  or  fenatc  here,  not  unlike  the 
parliaments  of  France,  which  took  cognizance  of 
jail  caufes  in  the  north  of  England,  and  deter- 
mined them  according  to  the  laws  of  equity. 

Corporation. 

This  was  made  a  mayor-town  by  Richard  I. 
but  Richard  II.  changed  the  title  into  a  lord- 
mayor, 
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mayor,  and  appointed  two  (heriffs ;  befides 
nvhich,  there  are  a  recorder,  twelve  aldermen^ 
twenty-four  alTiftants,  and  feventy-two  common- 
councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

In  the  corporation,  tc^ether  with  the  freemen 
of  the  city ;  which  freedom  is  acquired  by  patri- 
mony, fervitude,  purchafe,  or  gift  of  the  corpora-- 
tion. 

Number  of  Voters. 

In  the  contefted  ctcdion  in  1758,  which  wa» 
a  very  expenfivc  and  fmartly-difputed  one,  and 
probably>  therefore,  very  thoroughly  cartvafled, 
the  number  of  voters  was  2233.  In  the  eledion 
of  1774,  there .  appeared  to  be,  for  Mr.  Turner, 
828 ;  for  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  807  ;  and  for  Mr- 
Hawk^,  647.  Moft  of  the  laft  being  fingle  votes, 
k  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  upward*  of  1450 
voters  appeared  at  that  eledion.  But  as  Mr* 
Hawke  gave  up  the  poll  long  before  it  would 
have  been  concluded,  great  numbers  of  perfon* 
who  were  entitled  to  vote  were  not  called  upon  j 
befides  which,  it  was  not  thought  neceflary  to 
bring  in  all  the  voters  who  lived  at  a  diftance  : 
from  which  it  may  bcprefumed,  that  the  number 

of 
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of  voters  are  liot  lefs  how  than  in  1758;  bur; 
by  thofe  mod  competent  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
fadtj  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  at  leaft  a  thoufanil 
more. 

Returning   OfficeiIs; 
The  IhcrifFs. 


HULL. 

Political  Charactei^; 

ABOUT  nine  hundred  of  the  eledlors  are  refi- 
dent,  fifty  of  whoni  were  difqualified  by  Mf. 
Crewe*s  bill.  The  town  contains  nearly  three 
thoufand  houfes.  For  upwards  of  thirty  years 
the  candidates  have  paid  the  poorer  order  of 
Voters  two  guineas  for  each  vote.  The  number 
who  took  money  was  commonly  two-thirds  of  the 
voters.  So  eftablilhed  is  this  fpecies  of  corrup- 
tion, that  the  voters  regard  it  a^  a  fort  of  birth- 
right. Very  few  of  the  voters  are  independent  of 
the  higher  ranks  of  people  in  the  towii.  Th 
candidates  have  each  their  friends  amongft  tlie 
higher  ranks,  who  canvas  the  town,  and  appl/ 

witfh 
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with  great  emphafis  to  their  refpedive  depen- 
dents ;  fo  that  feveral  tradefnien  are  at  a  lofs  how 
to  conduct  therafelves  with  fafety  :  they  are  be- 
tween Scylla  and  Charybdis ;  and  fome  have  been 
known  to  put  the  number  of  their  employers  on 
the  fide  of  the  two  candidates,  and  hand  about 
the  lift  as  their  juftification.  Other  tradefmen, 
having  more  than  one  voter  in  their  families, 
Iplit  their  votes,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  the 
prefcrvation  of  their  friends  in  trade. 

Befides  the  above  two  guineas  being  paid  for 
each  vote,  the  out-voters  have  been  paid  one 
guinea  for  cxpences,  if  refident  twenty  miles  or 
under  from  Hull,  and  two  guineas  for  above 
twenty  miles,  and  under  fifty;  above  fifty,  as 
could  be  agreed.  This  is  to  be  underftood,  if  the 
voter  gave  a  fingle  vote  for  one  candidate :  if  one 
vote  for  each  candidate,  then  half  a  guinea ;  and 
one  guinea  from  each.  So  foon  as  the  candidates 
declare  their  intentions  of  offering  themfelver, 
and  the  canvas  is  begun,  the  needy  voters  offer 
themfelves  as  affiftants,  or  runners,  as  they  are 
called ;  and  if  one  candidate  refufes  to  accept  their 
generous  ferviccs  (for  which  they  are  paid  five 
Ihilllngs  per  day),   they  threaten  to  go  to  his 

anta- 
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antagonifl ;  fo  that  three  hundred  and  Upwards  of 
thefe  Swifs  troops  have  been  known  to  be  engaged 
to  do  nothings  at  five  {hillings  per  day  each,  feverat 
days  before  the  poll  was  taken.^  Meflengers  fent 
to  canvas  the  non-refident  or  out- voters,  promife 
of  places,  coach-hire,  horfe-hircj  chaife-hirc, 
treats,  &c.  add  to  the  enormity  of  the  crimes 
above  ftated.  Another  matter  worthy  of  notice 
is,  that  Hull,  being  a  town  and  county  of  itfelf^ 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  it,  and  in  its 
diftridl  (which  comprehends  a  quadrant  of  about 
five  or  fix  miles  radius),  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  voting  at  any  eledion  for  the  county  of  Yorkj 
or  for  the  corporation  itfelf,  unlefs  privileged  as 
burgeiTes. 

The  fifty  revenue-officers  arc  burgefles  of  Mull  i 
and  the  government  candidates  have  ufually  had 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  votes,  by  the 
connexions  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  from 
expectants. 

Many .  of  the  voters  are  not  houfeholders,  and 
many  of  the  mariners  have  no  fixed  refidence  in 
Hull,  or  elfewhere.  It  appears,  that  every  elec-» 
tion  exceeds  the  preceding  one  in  corruption. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  Statjs. 

kirigfton  upon  Hull,  generally  called  only  Hull, 
i-eceived  the  name  of  Kingfton,  or  King*s  town, 
from  its  being  founded  by  King  Edwafd  I.  and 
the  additional  term  Hull,  from  its  fitultiort  on 
the  river  of  the  fame  name.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  firft  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III.  but 
King  Henry  VL  made  it  a  county  of  itfelf.  The 
mayor  had  two  fwords  given  him,  one  by  Ri- 
chard III.  and  the  other  by  Henry  VIII.  though 
only  one  is  now  carried  before  him.  He  had  alfo 
given  him  a  cap  of  maintenance,  and  an  oar  of 
lignum  vita?,  being  an  enfign  of  his  jurifdidion  as 
admiral  within  the  liberties  of  the  Humber. 

*rhe  town  is  encompaiTed  by  a  wall  and  ditch, 
where  it  is  not  defended  by  the  Humber,  andibr- 
tified  by  a  caflle,  a  citadel,  and  bloclchoufe. 

f 

This  town,  having  returned  2Z  Edw.  I.  ceafed 
fending  till  12  Edward  IL 

CORP0RATtON« 

By  charter  of  Henry  VI.  it  conflfts  of  a  mayor, 
flierifF,  recorder,  and  twelve  aldermen* 
Vol.  IIL  S  Right 
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Right  op  Election. 

In  the  burgefles,  which  is  derived,  either  from 
being  born  the  fon  of  a  burgefs,  from  having 
fcrved  feven  years  apprenticefhip  to  a  burgeft, 
from  purchafe^  or  from  donation  fpr  public  fer* 
vices. 

Number  of  Voters. 

From  the  copy  of  the  laft  poll,  taken  in  Sep- 
tember 1780,  eleven  hundred  and  eighty  burgefles 
voted,  of  which  forty-two  were  cuftom-houfe, 
and  three  were  excife-ofHccrs,  who  are  now  dif« 
franchifed. 

As  the  former  parliament  had  been  fuddenly 
diflblved,  and  writs  for  the  new  parliament  im-^ 
mediately  ifliied,  and  as  the  eledion  came  on  in 
the  autumn,  when  many,  feamen  in  the  merchants 
fervice  were  not  returned  from  their  voyages,  and 
in  time  of  war*  too,  when  many  were  abroad  in 
the  fervice  of  government,  it  may  be  computed 
that  there  are  fourteen  hundred  burgefles  of  this 
town. 

Rbturning  Officer. 

The  ftierifF. 

KNARES- 
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KNARESBOROUGH. 

PottTfCAL  Character. 

TtilS  borough  has  returned  members  to  par- 
liament ever  fince  the  firft  year  of  C^een  Mary's 
reign.  The  right  of  elc<5tion  was  then  vefted  in 
eighty-four  or  eighty-eight  burgagc-houfes,  the 
owners  of  which  were  entitled  to  vote.  The  elec- 
tions continued  free  till  about  the  year  1719, 
when  two  gentlemen^  ftriving.againft  each  other 
in  canvaffing,  firft  began  the  pradtice  of  purchafing 
the  burgage-houfes  :  by  thefe  means  a  majority 
of  the  votes  was  always  in  the  poffeflion  of  fome 
particular  family.  The  Duke  of  Devonfhire  is 
now,  and  the  family  has  for  a  long  time  been,  in 
poffeflion  of  all  the  burgage-houfes,  except  four. 
When  an  eleiflion  comes  on,  a  number  of  men 
are  fent  from  a  diftant  part  of  the  country,  and  a 
certain  burgage-houfe  conveyed  to  each  of  them> 
for  the  day :  they  are  then  told  who  they  are  to 
vote  for,  and  the  *'  ery  goes  round."  Some  man 
is  chaired  as  proxy  for  the  abfent  member.  The 
fteward  of  the  houfe  is  the  returning-officer.  There 
are  no  refidcnc  eledors ;  the  men  who  are  fent 
S2  to 
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to  vote  are  the  Duke's  tenants :  they  come,  if 
there  is  occafion,  from  his  eftates  in  the  EaiV 
Riding ;  but  generally  they  are  thofe  about  Bo  - 
ton-bridge,  near  Skipton,  twenty  miles  from 
Knarelborough,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wild 
mountainous  foreft.  The  number  of  houfes  in 
Knarefborough  is  about  five  hundred.  If  the  bur- 
gage-tenures  were  taken  away,  it  is  fuppofed  there 
would  be  found  three  hundred  or  four  hundred 
men,  who  pay  all  manner  of  affeffments ;  and 
thefe  are  chiefly  manufacturers,  farmers,  and 
Shopkeepers.  No  diminution  of  votes  has  taken 
place  in  confequence  of  the  ad:  refpedling  re- 
venue-officers. The  principal  land-owners  are 
Sir  Thomas  Slingfby,  Mr.  Roundhill,  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Mr.  Rhodes,  of  Rippon,  and  Sir  John 
Cogbill,  befides  a  great  many  tradefmen,  who 
have  fmall  eftates  in  the  borough.  The  circum-, 
ftance  of  the  members  never  appearing  at  the 
^lec^ions,  but  having  fome  old  pauper  chaired  by 
way  of  proxy,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  conftant 
pradice,  is  really  infulting.  It  cannot  be  faid> 
however,  that  there  is  bribery  and  corruption, 
^s  the  eledions  are  managed  almoft  without  any 
yifible  expence  whatever. 

Ancient 
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Anciemt  State. 


This  place,  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription,  without  a  corporation,  is  lituated 
on  a  ru^cd  rock,  almoft  furrounded  hy  the 
river  Nidd,  and  governed  by  a  bailifF.  It  had 
anciently,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  a  caftle,  faid 
to  have  been  built  by  Serlo  de  Burgh,  which  wa» 
formerly  the  feat  of  the  Eftoteviis. 

Right  op  Electiow. 

16^0,  1691,  May  17.  In  the  bui^ge-hold- 
ers. 

Number  op  Voters. 

About  one  hundred  ;  two  thirds  of  which  are  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  and 
the  remainder  in  Sir  Thomas  Turner  Slinglby. 

Returning  Officsr. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 


S3  SCAR- 
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SCARBOROUGH, 

Political  Character* 

THE  right  of  cledion  in  this  town  is  in  thirty- 
eight  individuals;  a  corporation  confiding  of 
two  bailiffs,  who  are  the  return ing-officers,  and 
thirty-fix  burgefles.  The  patron  was  the  late 
Duke  of  Rutland,  whofe  influence  is  managed, 
during  the  minority  of  the  prefent  Efuke,  by  his 
uncle  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  likewife  holds 
the  recorderftiip  of  the  corporation,  until  his  ne- 
phew comes  of  age. 

By  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  tei>  of  the  common-coun- 
cilmen  are  incapacitated  to  vote  for  reprefen- 
tatives ;  but  as  thofe  incapacitated  to  vote  may 
happen  to  be  fcniors  of  the  body,  they  may,  con- 
fequently,  haye  a  voice  in  the  eledion  of  new 
common-councilmen,  and  therefore  be  inftni- 
mental  to  corruption,  by  bringing  fuch  info  their 
body  as  may  be  dependent  upon  them.  It  has, 
therefore,  not  ftruck  at  the  evil  in  this  or  any 
other  corporation,  which  it  was  meant  to  re- 
medy. 

Scar-. 
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Scarborough,  which  is  a  large  country-town, 
may  be  ranked  with  Andover,  Banbury,  Trycrton, 
and  Dartmouth,  whofe  rights  are  like  wife  mono- 
polized by  chartered  corporations* 

Ancient  State. 

Scarborough,  which  is  fituated  on  a  fteep  rock, 
nearly  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  which  gives  the 
title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Saunderfon,  has  one 
one  of  the  beft  harbours  in  the  kingdom,  which  is 
of  fuch  great  advantage  to  Ihipping  in  ftormy 
weather,  that  the  pier  is  maintained  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public,  by  a  duty  on  coals  brought 
from  Newcaille  and  Sunderland, 

It  was  formerly  defended  by  a  caftle,  built  by 
yV^illiam  Le  Groflc,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Stephen,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
built  by  Henry  11.  in  a  more  fplendid  manner, 
with  a  tower,  which  ferved  as  a  land-mark  to 
mariners. 

Among  many  other  religious  foundations  which 
this  town  formerly  fupported,  was  a  cell  of  monks^ 
belonging  to  th^  abbot  and  convent  of  Ciftcrtium, 
in  France  ^  a  houfe  of  Grey  friars,  founded  about 

S4  the 
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the  year  1 240 ;  a  houfe  of  Black  friars,  founded 
before  1285  ;  and  a  houfe  of  Carmelites,  faid  to 
have  been  founded  by  Edward  II. 

This  town,  which  is  a  very  ancient  borough^ 
fent  to  parliament  23  Edw.  I.  being  (York  and 
Hull  excepted )  the  only  place  in  this  very  large 
county  that  conftantly  returned  before  the  reign  of 
Edw.  VI. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  tw^o  bailiffs  and  thif  ty-fii^  burgefles, 

Right  of  Election. 

1736,  April  21.     Is  in  the  commoh  houfe,  or 
common  council  of  the  faid  borough,  confifting  * 
of  two  bailiffs,  two  coroners,  four  chamberlains^   . 
and  thirty-fix  burgeffeg  only.  .  ] 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  of  Votei^s, 


Returning  Officers, 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron, 
The  Duke  of  Rutland. 


RIPPON 
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RIPPON. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  cledtion  for  this  borough  is  veiled 
in  burgage  tenures  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which 
belong  to  the  Aidabie  family.  The  prefcnt  re- 
prefentative  is  William  Laurence,  efq.  of  Kerby 
Flctcham,  in  this  county. 

Ancient  State. 

Rippon  is  fituated  between  the  Ure  and 
fmall  ftream  called  the  Skcll,  where  there  is  a 
venerable  Gothic  ftrudure,  both  parochial  and 
coijegiate,  with  three  fpire  fteeplcs,  originally 
founded  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy.     In   the  - 
times  of  popery,  this  church  was  famous  for  a 
piece  of  prieftcraft  praftifed  in  it,  by  which  much 
money  was  obtained  by  the  canons.   In  the  church 
was  a  ftrait  paflage,  leading  into  a  clofe  vaulted 
room,  fo  contrived,  that  none  could  pafs  through 
it  but  fuch  as  were  favoured.     This  paflage  was 
called  St.  Wilfrid's  Needle,  and  was  ufed  to  prove 
the  chaftity  of  any  woman  fufpeded  of  inconti-  . 
nence.     We  are  told,  that  if  fhe  found  means  to 
fatisfy  the  prieft  by  a  proper  prefent,  (he  pafled 

through 
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through  it,  and  was  reputed  chafte ;  but  if  the 
fum  was  not  paid,  fhe  ftuck  in  the  pafTage. 

The  market-place,  which  is  accounted  one  of 
the  fineft  fquares  of  the  kind  in  England,  is 
adorned  with  an  obelilk,  creded  by  John  Aif- 
labie,  efq.  chancellor  of  tht  exchequer  in  the 
reign  of  George  I. 

This  place  having  returned  only  23  Edw.  I. 
and  I  Edw.  11.  intermitted  fending  till  the  la  ft 
parliament  of  Edw.  VI.  or  i  Mary,  when  it  was 
reftored. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  granted  in  1604,  ^^  ^s  governed  by 
a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twenty- 
four  adiftants. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters. 

One  hundred  and  forty-fix ;  of  which  a  grc^ 
majority  are  in  the  family  of  the  Aiflabic's. 

Rbturnxng  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

RICHMOND. 
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RICHMOND. 

Political  Character,    . 

THE  influence  which  prevails  here  is  that  of 
Sir  Thomas  Duiidas,  and  Mr.  York  j  but  the 
former  of  thcfe  gentlemen  holds  a  complete  ma- 
jority of  votes,  the  latter  poflefling  only  thirty 
borough-houfes.  Some  of  the  aldermen,  and  in- 
dependant  freeholders,  alfo  have  votes,  which  they 
may  give  according  to  their  inclinations ;  but 
thefe  are  an  inconfiderable  number. 

Ancient  State. 

Richmond,  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  called,  from 
a  fmall  variation  of  Rich  Mount,  ts  inclofed  with 
walls,  in  which  are  three  gates,  leading  to  three 
fuburbs,  and  had  formerly  a  caftle  built  by  Allan 
of  Bretagne,  who  was  created,  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  the  firft  earl  of  Richmond  ;  which 
title,  with  that  of  duke,  has  been  conferred  on  the 
branches  of  feveral  royal  families,  but  now  centers 
in  his  Grace  Charles  Lenox.  Duke  of  Richm3nd 
and  Lenox. 

Th» 
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This  borough,  having  been  incorporated  19 
Eliz.  was,  in  h^r  next  parliament,  anrto  27,  called 
upon  to  return  members.  It  has  been  annexed  to 
the  duchy  of  Lancafter  ever  fince  the  reign  of 
Richard  11.  and  has  thirteen  free  companies  of 
tradefmen,  who  annually  chpofe  the  m^yor  on 
Hilary-day. 

Corporation 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  aldcr^ 
men,  and  twenty-fpur  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1727,   March   9.    Is  in  fuch  perfons  as  are 

owners  of  ancient  burgages  in  the  faid  borough, 

having  a  right  of  pafture  in  a  common  field, 
called  WhiteclifFc  Failure. 

Number  of  Voters. 

Two  hundred  and  feventy,  of  which  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dundas  poflefles  a  complete  majority. 

Returning  Officer, 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 

HEYDON. 
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Political  Character. 

IN  this  borough  every  burgefs,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  indeed,  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay 
the  candidates  under  as  fevereacontributionaspoC- 
liblc.  Ribband-bills  will  amount  to  lool.  The 
candidates'  agents  will  lend  the  burgcffes  money, 
which  is  never  returned.  The  families  of  feveral 
burgeflc!  ha\'c  almoft  lived  by  their  exactions,  and 
yet  their  idlenefs  has  ruined  them.  Voters  have 
beeii  known  to  afk  lOol.  and  Sol.  has  been  bid 
for  a  fingic  vote.  The  nominal  price  of  a  vote 
is  2ot.  that  is,  20L  is  cxpcded  by  each  Voter,  in 
cafe  there  is  no  oppofition.  Where  fuch  enor- 
mitiea  prevail,  inferior  vices  will  neceflarily 
flourilh. 

Ancient  State, 

This  borough,  which  is  about  four  miles  diftant 

from  Hull,  is  lituated  on  a  fmall  ftreamnear  the 

Humber:    U  had  formerly  three  churches,    of 

which 


I^O  H  E  V  D  O  N. 

whiclronly  one  now  remains*  It  fent  mennbers  to 
parliament  anno  23  Edw.  1.  after  which  it  ceafed 
fending  till  i  Edw.  VI. 

Corporation 

Conlifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  bailiffs^ 
and  nine  aldermen. 

Right  of  Electiont 

Is  in  the  burgefles  of  the  faid  borough,  whofe 
privileges  are  gained  cither  by  defcent,  by  ferv- 
ing  feven  years  to  a  freeman  refiding  only  in 
the  borough,  or  by  an  honorary  gift,  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  chief  officers  for  the  time  being  ; 
which  latter  power  is  feldom  excrcifed,  on  account 
of  the  jealoufy  and  oppofition  of  the  common 
burgefles. 

Number  of  Voters.  ' 

Was,  in  1775,  about  one  hundred  and  fevcjity- 
five ;  deducting  from  which  about  thirty  revenue- 
officers,  who  are  now  disfranchifed,  the  number 
will  hardly  exceed  one  hundred  and  forty. 

Returning  Officbii* 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

BOROUGH- 
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BOROUGHBRIDGE. 

PoLiTicAt  Character. 

THE  right  of  el&ftion  here  is  not,  like  that  of 
the  other  part  of  the  parifh,  in  the  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  but  in  burgage-holds.  Thefe 
tenures,  like  the  houfes  in  Aldborough,  are  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Ncwcaftle,  and  Andrew 
Wilkinfon,  efq.  but  the  former  poffefling  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  has  confequemly  the  difpofal  of 
its  reprefentation. 

The  returning  officer  here,  as  at  Aldborough, 
is  a  titular  bailiff,  appointed  at  the  court-Ieet  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Ancient  Statb. 

Boroughbridge,  or  Burrowbridge,  which  is  fo 
called  from  a  handfome  ftbne  bridge  over  the 
river  Ure,  is  a  fmall  borough,  at  the  diftance  of 
two  hundred  and  feventeen  miles  from  London, 
and  only  a  chapchy  to  Aldborough,  Where  they 
bury  their  dead;  notwithltanding  which,  it  fends 
Z  two 
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two  members  to  parliament,  and  is  governed  by  at 
titular  bailiff.  Near  this  place  Edward  II.  is  faid 
to  have  gainecl  a  vidtory  over  the  barons* 

This  borough  never  fent  to  parliament  .till 
1553,  being  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Mary's 
reign. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters* 
Nominally,  feventy-four. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 


MALTON. 


Political  Character. 


THIS  town  has  no  corporation.   The  returning 

/   officer  is  a  titular  bailiff,  appointed  at  the  ecu rc- 

'  lcc« 
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lefet  df  EariFitzwilliam,  lord  of  the  manor.  There 
is  no  refdlution  refpefting  the  right  of  eledlion> 
but  it  is  cxercifcd  by  the  burgage-holders,  in  num- 
ber ^bout  a  hundred  ;  thefe  are  moflly  the  pro- 
perty of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  has  the  fole 
difpofal  of  its  political  favours. 

Ancient  State. 

Malton,  or  New  Malton^  which  is  a  borough 
by  prefcription,  has  had  the  epithet  New  ever 
lince  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Euftace  Fitz  John ;  and  is  divided  by 
the  river  Dcrwent  into  the  old  and  new  towns, 
having  a  communication  with  each  other  by  a 
bridge.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  it  had  a  caftkj 
of  which  fome  renriains  are  ftill  to  be  feen. 

Though  this  is  a  large  town,  and  has  three 
churches,  yet  they  are  only  reputed  as  chapels  of 
cafe  to  Old  Malton.  It  is  governed  by  a  titular 
bailiff,  and  has  no  corporation^ 

This  place  having  returned  to  parliament  23 
tnd  26  Edw.  I.  was  reftored  to  fend  members 
again  to  parliament,  by  order  of  the  houfc  of 
commons,  anno  1640. 

Vol.  III.  T  Right 
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Right  of  Elbctioit* 
In  the  burgage-holdcrs. 

Number  of  voters. 
About  three  hundred  and  forty. 

Setvrnino  Officer. 

The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam. 


THIRSK- 


Political  Character. 

THIS  town  ii  divided  into  two  part8>  the  old 
and  new  town.  The  new  town  has  a  market^  is 
well  built»  full  of  inhabitants,  and  improving.  The 
burgagc-tenure  in  which  the  right  of  eledMdn  is 
vetted,  is  in  old  Thirlk,  now  much  depopulated: 
the  owners  of  fifty  of  the  buigage  houfes  have, 
however,  the  privilege  of  clcfting  two  members, 

forty- 


t  H  f  R  S  K.  375 

forty-nine  of  which  really  belong  to  Sir  Thomas 
Frankland,  though  they  are  occafionally  con- 
veyed to  feveral  of  his  friends  and  dependants  for 
the  purpofe  of  voting  only,  as  he  receives  the 
tents  and  profits* 

Ancibiit  Statf. 
Thirik,  or  Thrufk,  which  is  in  ancient  borough 
by  prefcription,  had  a  very  ftrong  caftie  formerly, 
which  was  deftroyed  by  Henry  II.  It  is  governed 
by  a  bailiff,  who  is  chofen  by  the  burgagc-holders, 
and  fworn  in  by  the  fteward  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  for  whom  he  holds  a  court-leet  twice  a 
yta^. 

This  place  having  fent  only  23  Edw.  I.  made  no 
other  return  till  the  laft  parliament  of  Edw.  VI. 
when  the  ftieriff  of  Yorkfhire  fummoned  Hcydon 
and  this  borough  to  fend  methbers. 

Right  of  EtBcrioif. 
In  the  bui'gage-holders  of  the  village  of  Old 
Thirfk. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fifty. 


2^6  aldborougi7* 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland. 


ALDBOROUGH. 


Political  Character, 


THIS  parifh,  which  does  not  contain  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  houfes,  kadsfour  members  to  par- 
liament, under  the  names  of  the  boroughs  of 
Aldborough  and  Boroughbridge.  They  do  not, 
like  Steyning  and  Bramber,  in  Suffex,  confift  of 
one  paltry  ftreet,  or,  like  Weymouth  and  MeU 
combe,  in  Dorfetfhire,  unite  in  choofing  four 
members,  but  are  feparatc  and  diftindl  boroughs, 
without  arms  or  corporations,  and  almofl  deftitute 
of  every  thing  elfe  but  reprefentatives.  A  bailiff, 
appointed  at  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  is  the  returning  officer,  and  the  right  of 
election  is  in  fixty-four  houfekeeepers,  paying 

fcot 
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fcot  and  lot ;  thefe  houfes  are  all  the  property  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  Andrew  Wilkinfon, 
cfq.  but  as  the  latter  has  only  a  minority,  the 
eledion  intercft  is  wholly  in  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle. 

Ancient  State. 
This  place,  which  is  thelfurium  Briganium  of 
the  Romans,  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the 
river  Ure,  and  with  Boroughbridge  forms  only 
one  parifti }  of  which  it  is  worthy  remark,  that 
this  is  the  only  inftance  of  a  fingle  parifh  return- 
ing four  members.  They  are  neverthelefs  chofen 
diftindly;  vii,  both  here  and  at  Boroughbridge, 
which  was  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  the 
New  Borough,  as  this  continues  the  appellation 
of  the  Old  Borough. 

This  village  never  fent  members  to  parliament 
till  the  laftycar  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1558. 

Right  of  Election. 
1679,  1$  May.    In  all  the  Inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot  only. 

T  3  ^690. 
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1690,  17  May.  Is  not  only  in  the  fcledl  num- 
ber of  burgefles^  holding  by  burgage-tenure  in 
the  faid  borough^  but  in  all  the  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Nominally  fixty-fbur. 

R^TURNiNQ  Officer. 
The  lord's  bailiff. 

Patron. 
Jhq  puke  of  Newcaftle. 


BEVERLEY. 


POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 


ABOUT  two  hundred  of  thefe  voters  are  under 
what  is  called  the  bar-intereft,  and  generally 
abide  by  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Anderfon  Pelhanv 
The  ill  effcds  of  canvafling  are  growing  confpi- 
cuops.  It  has  been  (aid,  that  fome  of  the  bur- 
gcffes  take  half  a  guinea  or  a  guinea  of  the  can-  ' 

didates. 
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dictates.  In  the  years  1774  and  1780,  three 
or  four  hundred  of  the  burgefies  were  exceedingly 
eager  for  an  oppolitioni  without  attending  to  the 
pohtical  opinions  of  the  candidates,  which  feems  to 
indicate  fomcthing  very  vague  and  unfubftantial 
in  their  ideas  of  freedom.  They  were  afraid,  it 
feems,  that  if  the  bar-intercft,  or  Mr.  Pelham's, 
was  not  oppoled,  the  loaves  and  fifhes,  if  not  the 
liquor  they  fwam  in,  might  efcape  from  their 
pofleffion. 

AwcrENT  State. 
Beverley  is  an  ancient  borough,  governed 
under  a  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  a  cor- 
poration, wbofe  jurifdiiftion  is  faid  to  extend 
over  a  hundred  neighbouring  villages,  befides 
feveral  others,  in  a  large  diftrifl,  called  Holdcr- 
nefs,  between  the  Humber  and  the  fea. 

The  feflions  for  the  Eaft  Riding  arc  always 
held  here ;  and  here  a  court  of  record,  called  the 
Provoft's  court,  is  kept,  in  which  all  caufes  may 
be  tried,  arifing  within  the  liberties  of  the  town, 
except  titles  to  land.  This  corporation  is  alfo 
faid  to  have  a  power  in  criminal  matters,'  though 
it  is  not  at  prefent  exerted ;  and  here  is  an 
T  4  office. 


office,  for  the  public  regiftering  of  all  will^ 
and  deeds^  which  afFed  any  lancjs  in  the  Eaft 
Riding. 

This  place,  having  font  to  all  the  parliaments 
of  Edward  I.  made  no  other  return  (notwith- 
landing  it  received  three  fummonfes  in  the 
ireign  of  Edward  IL)  till  the  5th  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, who  incorporated  it  anno  1573,  by  the 
fi^me  of  a  mayor,  governors,  and  burgeffes. 

Corporation. 

Confifts  of  a  mayors  recorder,  twelve  go- 
ycrnors,  or  fuperiof  burgeffes,  and  thirteen  in- 
ferior one§. 

Right  of  Election. 

Is  in  the  freemen  of  the  town,  who  acquire 
this  right  by  birth,  fervitude,  or  purchafe.  Firft^ 
a  freeman's  fon,  if  born  within  the  liberties 
of  the  town  of  Beverley,  but  not  other  wife,  is 
intitled  to  his  freedom,  when  of  the  age  of 
tv/cnty-one  years.  2dly,  An  apprentice,  fpr  fe- 
yen  years,  to  a  freeman  refiding  within  the  li- 
t)erties  of  the  town  of  Beverley,  but  not  otherwife, 
upon  the  expiration  of  that  term,  is  admitted  to 

his 
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his  freedom,  on  paying  a  fine  of  forty-eight 
(hillings,  jdiy.  Several  perfons  are  admitted  to 
their  freedom  by  purchafe ;  and  there  is  a  (landing 
prdcr,  that  a  day-labourer  fliall  rjot  be  made^frec 
for  a  lefs  funj  than  thirty  guineas  ;  and  that  every 
pther  perfon  ftiall  pay  proportionally,  according 
to  his  circumftances,  trade,  or  occupation,  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  body  corporate;  and  a 
candidate  to  rcprefent  the  borough,  if  not  already 
free,  may  purchafe  his  freedom  for  fifty  pounds, 
or  guineas. 

N.  B.  The  body  corporate  have  refufed  to  ad- 
mit to  his  freedom  a  capital  tradefman  in  that 
town,  although  he  offered  them  fifty  pounds  for 
the  purchafe  of  it ;  neither  would  they  fix  any 
pther  fum. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  thoufand. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 


NORTH- 
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NORTHALLERTON. 


Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  voting  is  annexed  to  the  fcitc 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes  adjoining  to, 
and  fronting  the  ftreet;  few  or  none  of  thp 
back  tenements  are  confidered  as  part  of  the 
burgage-tenurcs,  or  confequently  entitled  to  votes. 
Some  of  thofe  tenures  now  fubftft  in  the  form  of 
ftables,  or  cow-houfes,  in  which  the  j^ppearancc 
of  one  Of  more  chimnies  is  ufually  preferved,  as  a 
memorial  of  their  right ;  others  arc  let  out  to  poor 
perfons,  at  a  fmall  annual  rent,  on  the  condition 
of  their  keeping  them  in  repair ;  and  many  arc 
totally  ruinous  and  uninhabited.  The  vote  is  in 
fome  inftances  feparated  from  the  houfc,  by  the 
pracftice  of  granting  a  leafe  of  the  latter  for  the 
term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years, 
fubjed  to  an  annual  pepper-corn  rent ;  in  cither 
cafe,  of  the  vote  being  refervcd  or  fold  with  the 
houfe,  it  is  confidered  as  one  hundred  pounds  in 

the 
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jhe  purchafc.  We  are  informed,  that  the  right 
of  voting  in  the  borough  has  been  invariably 
annexed  to  the  ancient  and  eftabljfhed  burgage- 
tenurcs,  and  never,  as  in  fome  others,  enlarged 
to  the  houfeholders  in  general.  A  majority  of 
thefe  houfcs  are  known  to  be  the  property  of 
Henry  Pierfe,  cfq.  brother-in-law  to  Lord  Mon- 
fon,  and  Edward  Laftelles,  efq.  firft  coufin  to 
Lord  Harewood,  the  prcfent  members,  or  their 
families.  The  number  advertifed  to  be  fold  Tome, 
time  ago,  as  the  property  of  one  gentleman,  was . 
thought  to  be  fifteen.  The  remainder  is  divided 
iingly,  or  infmall  fhares,  among  various  proprie- 
tors. Previous  to  an  eledion,  in  cafe  an  oppofition 
is.expeiftcd,  the  aflignments,  we  are  informed,  of 
the  feveral  tenures,  are  prepared  for  fuch  perfons 
as  the  rcfpcdive  proprietors  can  confide  in  ;  but 
they  are  not  executed  unlefs  called  for,  nor  even 
then  ufually  entrufted  to  the  cuftody  of  the 
voters. 

We  are  alfo  informed,  that  Sir  Charles  Turner 
has  ten  or  twelve  burgage-houfes ;  Mr.  Metcalfe 
and  family,  five ;  Mr.  Meek,  three  or  four ;  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Peacock,  about  the  fame  number. 

Ancient 


284  NORTHALLERTOKt 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  fo  called  to  diflinguifh 
it  from  feveral  other  towns  of  the  fame  name  in 
this  county,  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
called  the  Wifke,  and  encompafled  by  a  fmall 
tra<5l  of  land,  called  Allertonfhirc,  confiftiqg  of 
only  one  ftrcet,  about  half  a  mile  in  length. 

It  is  an  ancient  borough,  without  a  corporation^ 
governed  by  a  bailiff,  deputed  and  authorifed  by 
the  Biihop  of  Durham,  for  the  time  being,  by 
patent  for  life. 

The;  biftiop  is  lord  of  the  manor ;  and  the 
bailiff,  or  deputy,  prefides  at  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament. 

This  borough,  having  fcnt  26  Edw.  I.  inter- 
mitted, and  made  no  other  return  till  called  upon, 
as  Malton  was,  to  fend  members,  by  order  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  anno  1 640. 

Right  of  Election. 

I 

In  the  burgage-holders. ' 

^  NUMKER 
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Number  of  Vuters, 
About  two  hundred. 

Returning  Officer, 
Thebifliop  of  Durham's  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Henry  Picrfc,  efq.  and  Edward  Lafcelles,  efcj. 


POMFRET. 
Political  Character. 
THE  right  of  election  in  this  borough  has 
been  contcfted  upon  every  vacancy  that  has  hap- 
pened (ince  the  pafling  of  the  Grenville  ad.    The 
queftion  has  been,  whether  that  right  was  in  the  - 
inhabitants    houfeholdcrs,    refiants    here,    or    in 
burgage-ienures,  the  number  of  which  is  about 
three  hundred  and  twenty ;    one  hundred  and 
ninety  belonging  to  Lord  Vifcount  Galway ;  to 
Sir  Rowland  Wynn,  bart.  ninety ;  to  Mr.  Walih, 
forty-two ;   and  about  one  hundred  to  indivi- 
duals. 

The  firll:  invcftigation  of  thefe  claims,  was 
on  the  petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James 
Fox,  and  James  Hare,  efq.  who  were  candidates 
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on  the  fuffragcs  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  general 
clccflion  of  1774,  againft  Sir  John  Goodricke, 
bart.  and  Charles  Mellifti,  efq.  who  were  re- 
turned on  the  votes  of  the  burgage-holders.  The 
committee,  which  was  appointed  on  the  2  8th  of 
February,  1775,  determined,  on  the  3d  of  March 
following,  that  the  right  was  in  the  burgage- 
holders  ;  and  that  the  fitting  members  were  duly 
eledled. 

The  fecond  conteft  was  in  1782,  when  John 
Smyth,  efq.  petitioned,  on  the  votes  of  the  in- 
habitants, againft  Nathaniel  Smith,  efq.  who 
had  been  returned  by  the  burgage-holders.  This 
commiuee  determined,  on  the  nth  of  April, 
1783,  contrary  to  the  former  one,  that  the  right 
was  in  the  inhabitants. 

The  fame  point  was  again  contefted  at  the 
general  eledion  in  1784,  when  the  Hon.  William 
Cockayne,  and  John  Walfti,  efq.  were  petiti- 
oners, on  the  right  of  the  burgage-holders,  and 
John  Smyth,  efq.  and  William  Southeron,  efq. 
were  fitting  members,  on  the  eledion  of  the 
inhabitants;  when  it  was  determined,  on  the 
nth  of  June  following,  to  be  in  the  inhabitants, 
and  that  the  fitting  members  were  duly  eledled. 

At 
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At  the  laft  general  eloaion  in  1790,  this  point 
was  again  conrefted  j  when  John  Anftruther,  efq. 
and  Charles  Mellifti,  efq.  were  petitioners,  on 
the  claim  of  the  burgage-holders ;  and  John 
Smith,  efq.  and  William  Southeron,  efq.  were 
fitting  members,  on  the  oppofite  intereft  i  when 
the  committee  determined,  for  the  third  time, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  inhabitants.  An  appeal 
from  this  decifion  has  been  made  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  where  It  now  remains  for  a  final 
decifion. 

In  cafe  the  next  committc  Ihould  determine, 
with  the  three  laft,  that  the  right  is  in  the  inha- 
bitants, this  borough  will  be  independent  of  con- 
troul»  unlefs  an  honourable  attachment  to  John 
Smyth,  efq.  and  Mr.  Southeron,  who  have 
vindicated  the  rights  of  the  people  through  Co 
many  expcnfive  litigations,  can  come  under  that 
denomination. 

CoRPORATICiK 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  al- 
dermen, who  are  all  in  the  comminion  of  the 
peace. 

Right 


J 
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Right  ot  Election. 

1624,  May  28.  There  being  no  charter  pre- 
fcription  for  choice,  the  eledlion  is  to  be  made 
by  the  inhabitants  (houfeholders)  refi ants  there. 

1 700,  Jan.  7.  Jgrted,  *'  That  the  right  of 
*'  elecflibn  is  in  fuch  perfons  as  have  an  inhc- 
"  ritance,  or  freehold  of  burgage-tenure^ 
"within  the  faid  borough." 

171 5,  March  22.  Agreed,  "That  Pontefradl 
"  was  a  borough  by  prefcription ;  and  that 
"  the  right  of  election  is  in  perfons  having 
"  a  freehold  of  burgagCrtenure,  paying  a 
"  burgage-rent." 

1770,  Feb.  6.  Is  in  perfons  having,  within 
the  faid  borough,  a  freehold  of  burgage-tcnure^ 
paying  a  burgagc-rent. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  three  hundred  and  thirty. 

Returning  Officer* 

The  mayor. 

Patrons. 

Lord  Vifcount  Galway,  Sir  Rowland  Wynn, 
bart.  and  Mr.  Walfh. 


HISTORY 

or  rut 

CINQUE      PORTS. 


Introduction. 

**f^HE  name  of  Cin(}ue  Ports  is  derived  from 
Quinque  Portuus.  five  havens  oppofite  to 
France,  thus  called  by  way  of  eminence,  on  Ac- 
count of  their  fuperior  importance.  Our  kingt 
have  thfxight  them  worthy  a  peculiar  regard; 
and,  in  order  to  fecure  them  againft  invafions, 
have  granted  them  a  particular  form  of  goveiti- 
ment.  They  are  under  a  keeper,  who  has  the 
title  of  Ijord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  (an  of- 
ficer firft  appointed  by  William  the  Coriquerdrj, 
who  has  the  authority  of  an  admiral  among 
them,  and  ifliies  out  writs  in  his  own  name. 

Thx  privileges  anciently  aiinexed  to  thefe 
'ports  and  their  dependants,  were, 

1.  An  exemption  from  all  taxes  and  tolls. 
Voi.  III.  a  11.  A 
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IL  A  power  to  oblige  all  that- lived  in  their 
jurifdidion  to  plead  in  their  courts,  and  to  pu- 
nifh  offenders  in  their  own  bounds ;  as  alfo  mur- 
derers, and  fugitives  from  juftice. 

III.  A  power  to  puniih  foreigners,  as  well  as 
natives,  for  theft ;  to  have  a  pillory,  and  tumbrel 
or  cucking-ftool  *•     . 

IV.  A  power  to  raife  mounds  or  banks  in  any 
;man  <s  land  againfl  breaches  of  the  fea. 

V.  To  appropriate  to  their  own  ufe  all  loft 
goods,  and  wandering  cattle,  if  not  claimed 
within  a  year  and  a  day. 

VL  To  have  commons,  and  to  be  at  liberty 
to  cut  down  the  trees  growing  upon  them. 

VII.  To  convert  to  their  own  ufe  fuch  goods 
as  they  found  floating  on  the  fca ;  thofe  thrown 

*  A  machine  formerly  ufed  for  the  punilhment  of  fcoldi 
and  brawling  women ;  at  alfo  for  brewers  and  bakeri,  who 
tranfgreifed  the  laws*  and  were,  in  fuch  chair  or  ftool>  to  be 
immerged  in  fome  muddy  or  (linking  pond.  What  pity  fuch 
a  machine  (hould  be  out  of  ufe  in  thefe  days,  when  fo  many 
worthy  wights  daily  afpire  to  the  hoQOur  I 

out 


out  of  (hips  in  a  ftorm ;  and  thofe  driven  afhore 
when  no  wreck  or  Ihip  was  to  be  feen. 

VIII.  To  be  a  guild  or  fraternity,  and  to  be 
allowed  the  franchifes  of  court-leet  and  court- 
baron. 

IX.  A  power  to  alTcmble  and  keep  a  portmote, 
or  parliament  for  the  Cinque-Ports;  to  punifli 
all  infringers  of  their  privileges ;  make  bye-laws, 
and  hear  all  appeals  from  the  inferior  courts. 

X.  Their  banms  to  have  the  privilege  of  fup- 
porting  the  canopy  over  the  king's  head  at  his 
coronation. 

In  return  for  thefe privileges,  the  Cinque-Ports 
were  required  to  fit  out  fifty-feven  Ihips,  each 
manned  with  twenty-one  men  and  a  boy,  with 
which  they  were  to  attend  the  king's  fcrvice,  for. 
fifteen  days»  at  their  own  expence;  but  if  the 
Hate  of  affairs  required  their  alHAance  any  longer, 
they  were  to  be  paid  by  the  crown. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Cinquc-Ports  were,  at  a 

very  remote  period,  endowed,  by  Royal  Grant, 

a  2  with 
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with  divers  very  valuable  privileges  and  immtl^ 
nities,  as  a  compenfation  and  remuneration  fot 
the  (hipping  which  they  engaged  to  fupply  the 
Sovereign  with,  whenever  he  ihould  require  it  of 
them,  and  for  other  public  fervices  which  they 
were  bound  to  the  performance  of. 

As  the  exaA  time  at  which  they  were  enfran^ 
chifed  has  never  been,  with  any  certainty,  dif^ 
covered,  they  are  held  to  enjoy  all  their  ear« 
lieft  liberties  and  privileges,  as  time  out  of  mind, 
by  prefcription.  Thefe  were  confirmed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  their  mem« 
bers,  by  Magna  Charta,  wherein  they  are  (lyled 
the  barons  of  the  Cinque  ports;  and  again,  by  a 
general  charter  of  Edward  I.  which,  by  infpexU 
ftius^  received  confirmation;,  and  fometimes  ad* 
ditions,  from  moft  of  the  kings  and  queens  of 
this  realm,  till  the  time  of  Charles  IL  whole 
general  charter  is  the  laft. 

As  the  term  baron  occurs  continually  through- 
out all  the  charters  of  the  Ports,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  inform  our  readers,  that  it  is  of  the 
fame  import  as  burgcfs  or  freeman.  From  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  ufcd,  there  is  great  reafon 

to 
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to  think,  that  every  inhabitant  of  the  Porta,  con- 
tributing to  their  common  expences,  and  other 
fervices,  was  a  baron,  that  is,  a  freeman.  In 
fomc  of  the  cldeft  boroughs  in  the  kingdom, 
wherein  the  lands  were  holden  in  ancient  de- 
mefnc,  every  inhabitant,  who  paid  a  rent  to  the 
crown,  was  intitled  to  the  eledive  franchifc; 
by  analogy  it  ihould  feem  probable,  that  the 
lame  rights  formerly  prevailed  in  the  Ports,  as 
to  thofe  inhabitants  who  were  aflefled  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public.  There  are  many  other 
circumftances  which  give  great  ftrength  to  this 
fui^fition,  which  will  be  hereafter  touched 
upon. 

The  rqirefentatives  of  the  Forts  in  parliament 
are,  to  this  day,  ftyled  barons,  becaufe  they  were 
formerly,  as  they  ftill  ought  to  be,  chofen  from 
amongft  the  inhabitants  at  large.  The  modern 
prai^ce,  however,  is  widely  different;  the  no- 
minee of  the  treafury  is,  in  moil  of  the  Ports, 
the  perlbn  who  is  returned,  as  a  mere  matter  of 
courfc;  fcarcely  any  one  of  the  fixteen  members 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  having  the  fmalleft  connec- 
tion with,  or  being  pcrfonally  known  in,  the 
town  which  he  reprefcnts,  the  only  {but  a  very 
a  3  fufltcient 


S  CINQyK  PORTS. 

fufficient  it  muft  be  acknowledged)  neceflary 
introduftion  being  the  treafury  warrant.  Lord 
Coke  informs  us,  that  the  privileged  Ports  were 
at  firft  but  three;  for,  at  the  making  of  DoomC- 
day  Book,  which  was  in  the  1 4th  year  of  the 
Conqueror,  there  are  but  three  made  mention 
of,  viz.  Dover,  Sandwich,  and  Romney;  it  is 
certain  that  thefe  three  were  enfranchifed  toge- 
ther by  Edward  the  Confeflbr;  and,  on  confix 
deration  of  certain  fervices  to  be  performed  by 
the:ir  (hipping  at  fea,  and  for  fomc  other  conii- 
derations,  were  exonerated  from  fuch  contribu- 
tions and  burthens,  as  other  towns  were  ufually 
charged  with. 

The  Ports  of  Haftings  and  Hythe  Were  added 
by  the  Conqueror,  and  endowed  with  equal  pri- 
vileges and  immunities.  The  number  being  now 
increafed  to  five,  they  were  ever  after  called  the 
Cinque  Ports ;  which  appellation,  being  clearly 
of  Norman,  and  not  of  Saxon  original,  is  a  ftrong 
prefumptive  proof  that  they  had  not  attained  to 

this  nijmbei  before  the  conqueft ;  however,  this 

* 

is  a  point  that  has  been  much  controverted. 

The  ancient  towns  of  Winchelfea  and  Rye 
(as  they  are  peculiarly  called}  were  annexed  be^ 

fore 
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fore  the  time  of  king  John,  and  were  denomi* 
nated  nobiliora  membra  ^inque  Portuum ;  notwith* 
ftanding  which  increafe,-  the  Cinque  Ports  ftill 
retained  their  original  appellation. 

These  lifter  towns  of  Rye  and  Winchelfea^ 
are,  in  moft  books  which  treat  on  this  fubjedl, 
fuppofed  to  be  members  of  Haftings;  but  this 
certainly  is  an  error,  and  well  accounted  for  by 
Jeake,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  charters  of  the  PortSi, 
which  abounds  with  an  infinity  of  valuable  in* 
formation  on  this  fubjcdl. 

From  the  time  they  were  firft  added,  they 
have  been^conGdered  and  treated  as  original 
Ports,  and  as  of  equal  rank  and  confequence. 

Every  one  of  the  Cinque  Pons  and  ancient 
towns  have  fome  of  the  adjacent  places  belong* 
ing  to,  and  incorporated  with  them,  and,  in  a 
degree,  fubjeft  refpe(^ively  to  their  controul 
and  jurifdiftion.  They  arc  call?|l  limbs  or 
members,  and  affift  their  mother  towns  in 
raifing  the  fums  of  money  at  which  they  are 
afleffed  for  the  public  fervices,  and  in  provid- 
ing the  quota  of  Ihipping. 

Sea  FORD, 
«  4 
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SxArojiOy  whith  is  a  member  of  Haftings^  i^ 
the  only  one  of  thefe  towns  which  has  the  privi* 
lege  of  fending  reprefentatives  tp  parliament.  lo 
return  for  the  very  ample  privileges  and  immu« 
nities  with  which  the  Ports  were  gifted^  the  fer- 
vices  done  by  them  to  the  nation  wer^  origi- 
nally great  and  important;  as  little  lefs  than  the 
whole  naval  force  of  the  kingdom  was  fupplied 
by  them  in  the  time  of  emergency.  Although 
their  utility  to  the  public  has  long  fince  been 
wholly  at  an  ead»  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
£xchequer,  for  the  time  being,  they  are  ftill  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  for  to  thefe  towns  he 
may  look,  with  almoft  abfolute  certainty,  for  a 
conftant  fupply  of  a  band  of  fixteen  members,  in 
the  higheft  ftate  of  difcipline  and  obedience^ 
and  on  whom  a  hint  from  the  treafury  is  ever 
produ&ive  of  the  fame  effeS,  as  the  word  of 
command  on  a  troop  of  mercenary  and  hireling 
foldiers. 


£  chief  oflBcer  of  the  Ports,  according  to 
lord  Coke's  fecond  Inftitute,  is  called  the  War« 
den,  or  Keeper  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  who  is  alfo 
admiral  thereof,  and,  among  them,  hath  the  ju- 

rifdi^ipa 
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rifUiOion  of  the  adnunUy^  virich  is  wholly  ex. 
empt  from  the  admiralty  of  England.  This  var^ 
den,  fays  that  great  judge>  ought  ever  to  be 
a  man  of  great  fidelity,  wifdomj  courage^  and 
experience;  for  that  he  hath  the  charge  of  the 
principal  gates  of  the  kingdom;  he  is  alfo  a 
conftablc  of  Dover  Gaftle  j  which  poft,  formerly 
conGdered  of  fb  much  honour  and  confequence,,' 
is  now  converted  into  a  patent  linecure  place, 
for  life>  with  a  falary  of  4000I.  a  year,  from  the 
civil  lilt  annexed,  which,  with  the  old  and  cuf- 
tomary  fees  and  perquifites,  renders  it,  commitiL 
his  amis,  equal  to  about  6000I.  and  is  one  of 
thofe  good  things  which  that  virtuous  minifter, 
lord  North  (now  Guilford),  fccured  for  himfclf 
while  in  power,  thinking  himfelf,  no  doubt,  well 
Intitled  to  it  at  the  hands  of  the  public,  for  the 
fervices  he  had  rendered  ihis  nation,  in  Ame-* 
4-ica,  and  elfewher?. 

Independent  of  the  above  finccurc,  there  ii^ 
jtitl  appertaining  to  this  office  a  very  confider- 
able  and  valuable  patronage,  though  certainly 
inferior  to  what  it  formerly  was,  particularly 
vfitb  refpcd  to  parliamentary  influence. 

Such 


so  C^KQUE   PORTS^ 

Such  vrsL$  formerly  the  corruption,  venality^ 
^nd  profligacy  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  fucl| 
the  arrogance  of  the  lord  wardens,  that  tfaefe 
officers  a&ually  afluroed  to  themfelves  the  power 
and  right  of  nominating,  as  a  matter  of  courfe^ 
one  of  (and  occafionally  both)  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  each  borough  town  of  the  Ports.  Thi$ 
ufurpation  was  quietly  fubmitted  to  till  the  time 
of  the  revolution;  the  year  after  which  great 
event,  a  death-wound  was  given  to  this  infamous 
pradice,  by  the  pafling  an  afl,  in  titled. 

An  All  to  declare  the  Right  and  Freedom  of  Ele£lion 
of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the 
CiNQiTE  Ports. 

**  Whereas  the  eledion  of  members  to  ferve 
in  parliament  ought  to  be  free  ;  and  whereas  the 
late  lord  wardens  of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  pre- 
tended unto,  and  claimed  as  of  right,  a  power 
of  nominating  and  recommending  to  each  of  the 
faid  Cinque  Ports,  the  two  ancient  towns,  4nd 
their  refpective  members,  one  perfon,  whom  they 
ought  to  eledl  to  ferve  as  a  baron  or  member  of 
parliament  for  fuch  refpedive  port,  ancient  town, 
or  member,  contrary  to  the  ancient  ufage,  right, 

and  freedom  of  eledions. 

6  *'Be 
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•*  Be  it  therefore  declared  and  ena6led,  by  the 
king's  and  queen's  mod  excellent  majeftics,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal^  and  commons^  in  this 
prefent  parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  fame^  That  all  fuch  nominations 
or  recommendations  were  and  are  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  realm,  and  for 
the  future  (hall  be  fo  deemed  and  conflrued,  and 
hereby  are  declared  to  have  been,  and  are  void, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever ;  any  pre- 
tence to  the  contrary  notwithftanding." 

The  efFcft  of  this  ftatute  has  been  fuch 
as  to  take  away  from  the  lord  warden  the  pri- 
vilege of  nominating  one  member  for  each  town, 
and  to  veil  in  the  treafury  the  power  of  return- 
ing Both.  The  lord  warden  has  ftill  remaining  a 
fmall  parliamentary  intereft  at  Dover,  where  he 
can  command  about  twenty-five  votes,  by  means 
of  places  at  his  difpofal,  in  and  about  Dover 
Caftle,  and  the  other  forts  in  that  neighbourhood* 

It  fliould  be  obferved,  that  the  lord  warden  is 
the  general  returning  officer  of  all  the  Ports  ;  and 
that  all  parliamentary  writs  arc  direded  to  him, 
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in  the  fame  manner  as  to  fherilfs  of  counties  i 
upon  Avhich  he  iflues  his  precept  for  the  ele£iion 
to  the  proper  officer  of  each  Port. 

The  Cinque  Ports,  and  fuch  of  the  members 
as  fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  are  all  in-> 
corporatcd ;  the  head  officer,  or  chief  magiC 
trate,  being  a  mayor,  except  at  Seaford^  where 
he  is  termed  the  bailiff, 

Jeake  (ays,  that,  by  the  cuftoms  of  the  Ports^ 
the  jurats  in  every  corporation  ihould  be  innum^ 
ber  twelve,  befides  the  head  officer,  making,  as  it 
were,  ajury  of  jufticcs:  and,  left  length  of  time 
ihould  confirm  and  fandion  a  grofs  and  a  fafl: 
increafing  abufe,  we  wifh  particularly  to  imprefs, 
that  the  bench  of  jufticcs  in  all  the  Ports  ought, 
by  law,  and  by  their  charters,  to  conlift  of  a 
mayor  or  bailiff,  and  twelve  jurats;  particularly 
as  at  fome  of  them  (for  inftance,  Romney  and 
Winchelfea),  it  has  of  late  years  been  contended^ 
that  the  proper  number  is  but  fix. 

Two.  jurats  and  the  mayor  compofe  a  quorum, 

for  the  adminiftration  of  what  is,  locally,  calle<| 

jufticej^  but  which  mi^ht,  with  iifiuch  lefs  imprcn 

priety,  be  ftyled  injuftice.    It  is  the  practice  in 

4  «nol^ 


moft  of  thefe  towns  to  keep  the  number  of  ma* 
giftrates  as  low  as  poffibIe»  fcarcely  in  any  in^ 
ftance  exceeding  four  or  five ;  the  inducement 
to  this  is,  that  jurats^  being  of  more  cfmfequence 
than  ordinary  freemen,  expefl  a  larger  portion 
of  the  feptennial  produce  of  corruption  and 
profligacy  than  ordinary  freemen^  and  the  fewer 
there  may  be  to  divide  ihtk  fpolia  opima,  the 
greater  will  be  the  fhare  of  each  individual.  It 
is  here  material  to  obferve,  that  it  is  competent 
to  any  individual  whatever,  at  any  time,  to  move 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  a  mandamus,  to 
compel  the  head  magiftrate  and  jurats  of  any  of 
the  Ports,  to  complete  their  number  of  thirteen ; 
which,  whenever  it  is  done,  caufes  no  little  trou* 
ble  and  embarraflment ;  the  firft  flep  taken  by 
Mr.  Barham,  when,  previous  to  the  laft  general 
eleQion,  he  made  an  attack  on  the  treafury  in-* 
terefl,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Milward 
at  Mailings,  was  to  compel  him  to  fill  up  the 
bench  of  magi  ft  rates,  then  conGfting  of  only  fix, 
to  its  proper  quota  of  thirteen. .  In  order  to  ef-* 
fedl  this.  Tailors,  fmugglers,  taylors,  barbers,  and 
the  loweft  mechanics,  (but  not  an  individual  of 
them  in  any  decent  fituation  of  life,  and  moft  of 
them  not  of  ability  to  write  their  own  namesX 

were 
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were  clothed  with  the  facred  robe  of  magiC* 
iracy. 

But  let  not  the  reader  fuppofe,  that  the  jurats 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  (generally  fpeaking) 
the  fmalleft  portion  of  that  real  confequence  which 
is  derived  from  virtue,  integrity,  talents,  or  edu- 
cation, but  merely  that  which  muft,  of  neceffity, 
enfue  to  any  one  becoming  a  magiftrate,  and  in- 
titled  to  a  feat  on  the  bench  of  juftice^  though 
taken  from  among  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and 
the  meaneft,  moft  illiterate,  and  moft  corrupt  of 
mankind.  But  this  abufe  becomes  very  ferious 
and  alarming,  when  we  are  told,  that  the  power 
of  thefe  low,  cprrupt,  and  contemptible  beings^ 
of  whom  we  are  now  treating,  is  not  merely  co- 
extenfive  with,  and  fimilar  to,  that  of  ordinary 
juftices  of  the  peace,  but  reaches,  in  the  fulleft 
manner,  to  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property,  of 
all  thofe  who  have  the  unhappinefs  to.live  within 
their  jurifdi£lion. 

How  dreadful  mud  be  the  reflexion,  that  if 
any  capital  ^offence  (hould  be  committed,  for  in- 
fiance,  at  Seaford,  during  the  mayoralty  of  a 
perfon  of  the  defcription  of  either  of  thofe  im^ 
Tnaculatc  yixdXs^  that  fuch  aman  ihould  prefide  at 

the 
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tiie  tribunal^  at  which  the  perfon  accufed  and 
fufpefled  wcmld  be  tried  for  his  life  I 

Though  it  may  be  peculiar  to  Seaford  to 
have  a  prefiding  magiftrate  exaftly  of  this  de- 
fcription,  yet,  in  moil  of  the  other  towns,  the 
mayors  are  generally  equally  low,  illiterate,  and 
uneducated* 

Lord  Coke  tells  us,  that  the  jurifdi6lion  of 
the  Cinque  Forts  is  general,  and  extends  as  well 
to  perfonal  actions,  as  real  and  mixt.  That  fines 
are  levied,  and  recoveries  fuffered  of  lands,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  court  of  Compion 
Pleas ;  that  they  have  cognizance  of  all  offences 
and  crimes,  with  the  exception  of  high  treafon^ 
and  hold  quarter  feflions ;  in  fad,  that  the  magif- 
trates  of  the  Ports  have  the  fame  power  and  au- 
thority as  his  majefty's  judges,  acting  by  virtue 
of  their  feveral  commiflions  of  ayer  and  ter- 
miner, of  the  peace,  and  of  general  gaol  de« 
livery. 

From  a  body  of  jurats  of  the  defcription  above 
given,  the  mayor  is  eleded.  Before  the  palling 
of  the  flatute  of  the  9th  of  Anne,  Chap.  20, 
v^hich  ena(^s,  that  officers,  having  the  return  of 

members 
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members  of  parliament  (which  the  huyors  havft 
in  all  the  Cinque  Ports)  (hall  not  be  chofen  twd 
years  following  each  other,  the  fame  perfdn  was 
ufually  continued  in  the  office  of  mayor  for  a  great 
length  of  time^  and  fometimes  in  a  manner  fot 
life;  the  agent,  or  manager  of  the  concerns  of 
the  treslfury,  in  each  refpedive  borough,  was  uni- 
verfally  the  perfon  appointed  to  this  office.  That 
ftatute,  however,  has,  in  reality,  been  produdlive 
of  no  confiderabie  cflc&;  the  only  alteration  en« 
fuing  from  which  is,  that  fome  very  near  reU- 
tion,  or  mere  tool  and  dependant  of  the  govern^ 
ment  officer,  is  nominated  ^very  alternate  year  td 
fill  this  flation. 

"  To  ftiew  that  this  obfervation  is  iJorredl,  let 
us  take  a  furvey  of  one  of  the  ports.  At  Sea^ 
ford,  Goldfmith  and  Chambers,  brothers-in-^ 
law,  were  conllantly  alternate  bailifl^  till  Gold-i* 
fmith's  death;  it  is  now  Harben  and  Chanrv* 
bers. — At  Haftings^  the  two  Milwards,  father 
and  fon^  have  been  the  mayors  thefe  many 
years ;  before  Milward,  jun.  came  of  age,  it  was 
Milward  and  Evitt,  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  and 
relation  of  Milward's. — ^At  Winchelfea,  Martin 
aad  Uimb,  uncle  and  nephew.   At  Rye,  Thomas 

Lamb 


L^mb  and  Thomas  Lambjun.  father  and  (brt.  At 
Romncy,  Coates  and  Walter,  brothel's  by  marriage* 
At  Hythc,  generally  one  of  the  Tournay  family. 

With  relpeft  to  the  freedom  of  the  Ports,  it 
fecms  highly  probable,  not  only  frOm  the  uni-^ 
form  language  of  all  the  charters,  and  the  notes 
of  Jeake  thereupon,  but  alfo  from  the  proceedings 
and  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  trial  of  manda-^ 
mus,  brought  by  Henry  Moore  *,  againft  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Haftings,  be- 
fore lord  Hardwicke,  in  1736,  that  the  right  to, 
and  mode  of^  obtaining  a  freedom  in  any  one  of 
the  Ports,  was  originally,  univerfally,  the  fame, 
notwithftanding  the  very  great  difference  which 
at  this  day  prevails  amongft  them  in  this  refped:, 
occalioned  either  by  fraud,  coUufion,  artifice,  cor- 
ruption, or  the  oppofite  determinations  of  com- 
mittecs  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

For  the  further  information  of  our  readers, 
particularly  fuch  of  them  as  may  be  refident 
within  the  ports,  and  pay  fcot  and  lot,  and 
thereby  certainly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  we 
here  infert  the  cullumal  concerning  the  making 

*  See  Appendix^  vol.  X.  State  Triali. ' 
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of  freemen  in  the  Cinqise  Pbtts  and  their  mtlft* 
bcrs ;  which  is  as  follows: 

The  mayors  and  jurats,  the  bailiffs  and  jurats, 
and  the  jurats,  in  every  Cinque  Pbrt,  and  mem- 
ber of  them,  ^herc  the  mayor  atnd  badliff  fliall 
have  been  of  common  cledion,  have  a  power,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  commonaky,  to  receive  and 
make  freemen  after  three  different  methods : 

ifl.  By  birth -within  the  faid  town  and  port, 
if  his  father  (hall  have  been  free  at  tiie  tiitic  cxf 
his  birth. 

idly.  By  a  freehold  tenement ;  and, 

■» 

3dly,  By  purchafe,  redemption,  or  gift. 

And  it  is  to  be  obfcrved,  that  no  man  fhall 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  any  Port,  or  member 
thereof  until  he  has  taken  the  oath  which  ought 
to  be  taken,  "  that  he  will  be,  from  that  day 
uniil  the  end  of  his  life,  true  and  faithful  to  his 
king  of  England  and  his  heirs,  and  that  he  will 
maintain,  according  to  the  befl  of  4iis  power,  the 
ftatutes  and  liberties  of  the  Five  Pons,  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  that  particular  Port  or  member 

thereof. 


AtteaT,  where  hk  rdUda ;  and  t^at  he  will  al- 
ways be  ohe^ei^t  co  the  nijiyorai|4  jurats,  tl>Q 
hailiff  an^jonics,  and  to  the  jurats  [as  the  cafe 
■amy  be) ;  and  that  he  will  be  always  ready  to 
perfbrm,  bear  and  pay>  fi:ot  and  l^t,  if  they  IhaU 
appear  to  be  ordered  for  the  copifnon  advantage 
of  the  place;  in  being  armed  in  defending  them- 
(elves  againfl:  the  enemies  of  his  lord  the  king, 
when  he  Oiall  be  commanded  by  the  governors  of 
the  Port,  or  a  merqber  thereof;  and  that  he  will 
not  hear  any  thing  fpoken  to  the  difadvantage 
of  (he  aforefaid  freedom,  or  to  the  abufe  of  the 
mayor,  bailiff,  and  jurats,  ,or  any  of  them,  in  the 
town  where  he  retidesj  without  acquainting  them 
therewith. 

So  help  him  God." 

Art.  35.  "  Any  perfon  in^endiiig  to  obtain 
the  freedom  of  the  Five  Ports  by  purchafe,  muft 
find  four  relident  fureties,  for  his  fulfilling  aU 
and  fingular  the  premifes  aforefaid. 

Art.  36.    *•  And  if  he  fl^ll  j^e  a  ftranger 

to  the  Ports,  or  an  Engtilhoianj  t>orn  ^n  parts 

beyond  the  feas,  and  have  lived  with  a  good 

charaftcr  and  condition  in  any  Port  or  mem- 

b  2  her 


ao  cinq;ub  portst^ 

^  ber  thereof,  and  afterwards  ffiall  marry  iir  lfi& 
fame  Port  or  member  thereof,  and  defire  to 
obtain  his  freedom,  he  may  become  free  by 
purchafe,  as  has  been  faid  above,  in  all  the  free- 
dom of  the  Five  Ports;  with  this  provifo,  that  he 
cannot  vote  at  the  eleftion  of  mayor,  bailiflP^ 
jurat,  or  any  other  officer,  nor  be  concerned  in 
the  councils  and  bufinefs  of  the  commonalty, 
until  he  have  the  letter  of  our  hord  the  king,  ac- 
knowledging him  naturalifed. 

Art.  37.  "  And  the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  or  his  locum  tenens,  may,  once  while  ii> 
that  office,  make  one  foreigner,  born  beyond  the 
feas,  free  in  every  Port  and  member  thereof^ 
according  to  the  form  of  making  freemen  by 
purchafe,  without  any  fine  being  paid  to  the 
commonalty,  where  this  foreigner  is  refident, 
except  the  fees  of  office  which  are  ufual  uporf 
this  occafion. 

Art.  38.  "  And  they  who  are,  in  all  and 
fingular  the  forms  aforefaid,  made  free  in  any 
Port  or  member  thereof,  are  entitled  to  their 
freedom  and  ufages  in  all  the  other  Ports^ 

Art. 
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Art.  39.  "  And  no  man  fliall  be  made  free 
by  purchafe,  until  he  has  lived  a  year  and  one 
day  in  that  Port  or  member,  where  he  tlks  bis 
jreedom,  &c.  &c." 

This  cuftumal  lord  Hardwicke  thpught  fit  to 
admit  as  good  evidence,  when  trying  9  q>icftioii 
which  related  foiely  to  Hidings;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  introjdif£tory  claufe,  Hicjeijwmtur 
confuetudines  Quinque  Poriuum  &  eorum  membra,  that 
it  by  no  means  rielates  tc  that,  any  more  than 
W  any  other  of  the  Ports ;  it  rcfpefts  generally 
.  and  equally  all  the  Cinque  Ports  and  theirvaem- 
bcrs.  We  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  cuftumal, 
as,  if  in  future  any  queHiun  fhould  arif?  as  to 
the  right  of  freedom,  in  any  of  the  Pons,  not 
fhut  up  by  the  determination  of  committees  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  under  the  Grenville  a<5t, 
it  may  prove  of  the  utmoft  importance  and  coji- 
fequence, 

At  this  day,  the  right  ^q  the  eleaive  fran- 
chife,  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  is  tptelly  at  an 
end  at  every  place  but  Dover.  Freedom,  as  a 
birthright,  is  allowed  tp  all  the  fons  of  freemen 
^t  Dgver,  Sandwich  and  Hythe;  at  the  other 
b  3  Ports 
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Forts  the  cHiim  of  the  elder  foh  dhne  is  admhted 
to  be  valid;  and  even  this  has  been  very  much 
narrowed  of  late  years.  At  Haftings  and  Rye^ 
it  is  pretended,  that  the  firft-born  foh  of  a  free- 
fnan  (ftriftly  fpeaking)  born  within  the  place, 
'}ias  a  juft  title,  and  that  a  fecond  fbn»  up6n  the 
^death  of  the  cldfcr  brother,  does  not  fiiccced  to 
bis  right :  and  further,  if  a  md^n,-  having  h^td  a 
foh  at  any  time,  be  admitted  to  his  freedom,  that 
no  after-born  fon  of  this  mstn  ean  have  tlte'claihx 
of  bhrthright,  though  ihe  brotlicr  fiiould  chiance 
tb  have  died  before  the  admiflion  of  the  father. 
At  Romney,  the  claim  of  the  eldcft  foh  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  good,  provided  he  be  born  within 
^ihe  town ;  at  Winchelfea,  the  claim  of  the  eldtfft 
of  every  other  fon  has  of  Ute  been  wholly  denied. 

But,  in  order  wholly  to  ftifle  fuch  trbuble- 
*  fome  claims,  it  15  now  the  praftice  to  admit  fuch 
people  only  to  freedoms,  by  election  or  redemp- 
tion, as  are  advanced  in  life  ;  old  batchelors,  or 
thofe  who,  for  fome  reafoii  or  other,  are  not  like- 
ly  to  have  children. 

But  the  greateft  reafoh,  and  the  moft  necef- 
fary  qu^lifi^ation^  is  poverty,  which  is  conlidered 

as 
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AS  the  bell  fecurity  for  an  uniforoi  fabmifCon  to 
the  cootroul  and  direftion  of  the  fuperiorpovcr^ 

A  FREEDOM  of  a  Cinquc  Port  town  is  always 
confidered  as  entitling  the  pofleflbr  to  a  provi- 
fion  of  fome  fort,  which  is  generally  furnifhed 
at  the  expence  of  the  natipn ;  and,  in  order 
thereto,  in  every  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  courfe,  there  is  a  very  large  cuf- 
toifi-houfe  eftablifhment.     Befides  the  ordinary 
fervants  and  retainers  to  a  cuftom-houfe,  there 
are  ufually  five  or  fix  riding-officers,  a  cuRom-» 
houfe  boat,  among  the  crew  of  which  if  there  be 
a  fingle  failor,  it  is  an  extraordinary  circum^ 
(lance ;  but  they  muft  all  of  neqeffity  be  free- 
men;   at  three  or  four  of  the  towns  cuftom- 
houfe  cutters  are  ftationed,  nominally  to  cruifp 
againft  the  fmugglers^  but  really  to  make  pror 
vifion  for  the  friends  of  the  minifter:  the  whole 
body  of  officers  are   freemep   of  courfe.     A$ 
the   falaries   of  the   captains  and  higher    ofj^-. 
,  cers  are  very  confiderable,  they  haye  ufually, 
according  to  thf^  profit$,  ope,  two,  or  three,  of 
the  lower  clafs   quartered   on  them,  who  are 
called  Riders ;  which  pra£lice  i$  very  general  a$ 
IP  all  the  other  fuperior  places.     One  very  great 

b  4  convenience 
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convenience  refults  from  this;  for,  although  the 
principal  is  difqualified  from  voting  by  Mr, 
Crewe's  bill,  yet  the  Rider  may  give  his  vote  as 
if  really  independent. 

At  almoft  all  the  Ports,  fbrts  and  batteries^ 
have  of  late  years  been  built,  with  no  view  what- 
ever of  defence,  or  of  oppofing  an  enemy,  but 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  furnifliing  three  ox  four 
fnug  finecure  places  in  each  Port, 

The  excife  and  poft-ofEces  have  at  leaft  their 
^ue  proportion  of  officers  in  each  of  the  Cinque 
Ports;  but,  as  Mr.  Crewe's  bill  has  difqualified 
the  aftual  holders  of  places,  it  has  become  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  fpme  fmall  addition  to  the  for- 
mer number;  this  addition  has  principally  con- 
lifted  of  the  near  relations  and  dependants  of  the 
former  freemen. 

Another  common  modp  of  binding  the  lower 
clafs  of  freemen  to  their  good  behaviour,  is,  by 
lending  them  fmall  fums  of  money  on  bond^ 
which,  fo  long  as  they  conducl  themfelves  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  their  fuperior,  are  neyer  enforced. 
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Im  the  year  1685,  Avhcn  Charles  II.  was  me^ 
ditating  the  deftrudtion  of  every  chartered  and 
corporate  body  in  the  kingdom,  by  the  king's 
fpecial  command,  all  the  general  charters  of  the 
Ports,  and  moft  of  the  private  charters  of  each 

particular  town,  were  furrendered  up  to  Colonel 
Strode,  the  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  which 
were  i^ever  after  returned.  Many  of  the  cuf- 
tfumals  of  the  Port  towns  hj^ve  of  late  year^  bceji 
purpofely  deftroyed,  or  put  out  of  the  way ;  as 
they  would  otherwife  have  clearly  fhewn  (if  fu£» 
fered  to  be  brought  into  day)  that,  ir^  almpft  ajl 
of  them,  their  prefent  governrpent  is  a  direft 
violation  of,  and  a  grofs  and  fcandalous  ufurpa- 
tion  upon,  their  original  and  reaj  conftitutions; 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  de- 
frauded and  cheated  out  of  their  juft  rights;  ancl 
that  the  privileges  of  the  many  are  bartered 
.  away,  to  enable  a  corrupt  and  profligate  junto, 
in  each  place,  to  prey  upon  the  vital^  of  thp  pub^ 
|ic,  and  tp  fatten  op  ips  fpoil, 

Of  the  defl:rud;ion  pf  charters  and  fuftumals 
ive  fliall  fay  more^  when  we  treat  of  each  place 
Individually. 

The 
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The  iirft  returns  of  members  of  parliament 
for  the  Cinque  Ports  (Seaford  excepted^  which 
was  never  originally  confidered  as  a  member  of 
any  of  the  five,  viz.  Haftings,  Dover,  Sandwich^ 
Hythe,  and  Romncy),  was,  anno  42  Edward  III. 
Haftings,  Rye,  Winchelfea,  and  Seaford,  are  in 
the  county  of  SuiTex ;  and  the  other  four,  viz. 
Dover,  Sandwich,  Hythe,  and  Romney,  are  in 
the  county  of  Kent. 

Having  thus  given  the  above  very  fumniary 
account  of  the  Cinque  Ports  in  general,  we  pro- 
ceed to  treat  more  particularly  of  the  peculiar 
corruption  and  mal-prafticcs  prevailing  in  each 
place  individually ;  but  before  we  enter  upon 
this  hiftory,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform' 
our  readers,  that  the  author  liaving  rcfided  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time  among  the  Suflcx 
Ports,  and  having  been  indefatigable  in  his  en^ 
quiries  into  their  abufes,  h^  is  enabled,  from  his 
own  perfonal  obfervation,  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  the  pradticcs  of  corruption  ia  thefe  placeSj^ 

* 

than  in  moll  of  the  others. 
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E FORE  the  pafSng  of  Mr.  Crewe's  bill, 
the  appointment  of  the  reprefentative  in  parlia^ 
ment  for  this  town  was  wholly  in  the  Trcafwrry; 
t^e  number  of  voters  w^s  ufually  about  twenty^ 
,  the  whole  of  whom  had  palaces  under^  or  wef  c 
ptherwifc  provided  for,  by  government.  The 
management  and  condud):  of  this  faithful,  and 
well-difciplined  corps  of  treafury  auxiliaries, 
M^as,  for  a  long  fepes  .of  years,  vefted  in  Mr. 
Collier,  who,  in  this  (ituation,  acquired  a  very 
princely  fortune,  whereby  he  was  enabled  to 
provide  for  five  cp-heireffes,  his  daughters,  in  a 
very  handfome  manner.  Upon  his  death,  Mr. 
Edward  Mil  ward  (who  had  married  a  Mifs 
Collier)  fucceeded  to  this  pod  of  agent  to  the 
^reafury,  and,  by  way  of  compenfa^tioi^  for  the 
proper  difcharge  of  his  eleflion  duties,  was  ap- 
pointed  to  the  very  lucrative  office  €tf  fuxveior 
general  of  the  ridhig  ^eers;  frorti  which  port, 

about  five  years  ago^  he  was  removed  by  the 

<.-•■■  ,   •        ... 
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board  of  cuftoms,  notwithftanding  the  whole 
intereft  and  influence  of  the  treafury  was  exerted 
to  prevent  his  being  difplaced. 

That  this  oppofition  between  two  fuch  great 
powers  may  not  appear  ftrange  to  our  readers, 
we  think  it  neccflary  to  inform  them,  that  at  this 
time  the  board  of  cuftoms  (owing  to  a  change  in 
adminiftration)  were  in  oppofition  to  the  lords  of 
the  treafury;  moft  of  the  commiflioners,  having 
been  appointed  under  former  adminiftrations, 
felt  no  very  great  afFeftion  for  the  prefent,  Mr. 
Henry  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Papillon,  however,  hav- 
ing fince  been  prevailed  on  to  retire,  the  treafury 
have  now  regained  the  favourable  opinion  of  that 
office. 

This  lofs  was,  however,  made  up  to  Mil  ward, 
by  the  appointment  of  his  fon  to  the  office  of  de- 
puty comptroller  of  excife,  who,  on  coming  of 
age,  was  made  a  jurat;  but  it  was  judged  expe- 
dient to  unite,  alfo,  in  his  perfon,  l^  addition,  the 
inore  lucrative  office  of  town  clerk ;  accordingly, 
Mr.  Thatcher,  the  old  town  clerk,  was  turned 
out  of  his  place,  to  make  room  for  this  young 
gendeman.   A  trial  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 

between 
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between  thefe  two  competitors  for  office,  was 
th^  confequence ;  when  it  was  determined  *,  that 
a  jurat  of  the  corporation  of  Haftings  nughtbe 
eletfled  town  clerk;  but  that  the  two  offices 
are  incompatible,  and  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
latter,  though  an  inferior  office,  will  vacate  the 
former. — -He  has  lince  rcfigned  the  office  of 
town  clerk,  on  getting  his  more  valuable  place 
in  the  excifc,  and  is  now  again  a  jurat ;  thefe 
two  places,  it  is  prefumed,  not  being  incom- 
patible. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  pronounce  whe- 
ther, at  this  time,  the  treafury,  or  Mr.  Milward's 
intercft  in  this  borough,  be  the  fuperiorj  in- 
deed, this  point  is  not  likely  to  be  tirought  to  a 
very  fpeedy  determination,  as  this  gentleman 
invariably  fides  with  the  minifter  for  the  time 
being,  whofe  appointees  he  returns  to  parlia- 
ment upon  very  moderate  terms  and  conditions, 
without  making  any  inquiry  as  to  their  capacity, 
or  fitnefs  for  that  fituation.  In  fad,  the  only 
indifpeniible  requifice  is,  an  ability  and  difpoii- 
tion  to  fay  yea  and  nay,  according  to  the  man- 
date of  the  minifter. 

'  Firft  Term  Rc^m,  DuraTord  and  Eaft. 

At 


Ax  pccfent^  the  whole  ptcroiiagc  of  govetn^ 
meut,  in  this  pbce»  is  in  the  h^mds  of  Mn  Mii« 
vard,  vtko  difpofes  of  the  various  places  as  h« 
inaagines  mil  be  mod  condt^ciye  to  thecommoa 
intereft  of  hioifelf  and  the  treafury.  Since  Mr. 
Crewe's  bill»  it  has  been  neceffary  to  keep  up^ 
certam  number  of  freemen  (juft  enough  to  go 
duough  the  ^rce,  and  to  perform  the  various 
ceremonies^  o£  an  eledion)  who  4o  not  oftea-^ 
fijbly  hold  any  place  or  poft  under  goveramcm^ 
Thefe,  however,  do  not  go  unprovided  fiorj 
they  are,  as  of  courfe,  quartered  on  fuch  of  their 
]>rother  freemen  as  are  in  pofleflion  of  the  more 
lucrative  fityations;  others,  rather  than  Iqf^ 
jhcir  franchifes  by  the  operation  of  thj^t  bi^l^ 
have  given  up  their  places  to  their  fons^^  an^ 
other  nc«tr  relations ;  hy  which  meafuric  the  free- 
xnan  preferves  his  vote»  fifid  the  treafury  it9  inr 
jBuencp. 

Whatever  f)^rronal  intereft  Mr.  .Milw^r^ 
ftiay  have  at  this  place^  apart  frona^  and  inder 
{>endent  of^  the  tre^liiry,  _i^  obtained  and  prer 
Jerved^  by  lending  fmall  fum$  of  p^Qn^y^  Q^l 
bond,  to  the  more  indigent  freemen ;  which  plv 
ligations  ^t  never  meant  to  be  enforcq^,  fo  long 

as 


»  they  a«,  as  eleftors,  in  a  flate  of  paffive 
obedience  and  non-refiftancc ;  but  if,  at  any 
rime,  they  fhoufd  venture  to  give  the  fmallell 
mdicatioh  of  an  inclination  to  an  independence 
of  opinion  and  fentiment,  a  payment  of  their 
debts  is  required,  and  a  prifon  the  certain  confe« 
^uence  of  the  fmallefl  delay. 

In  a  contefted  eledion^  between  colonel 
Beaumont  and  Mr.  Grey,  in  1689,  ^^^  number 
of  voters  polled,  was  67 ;  in  1698,  between  Mr. 
Auften  and  Mr.  Gott,  70.  In  1690,  a  petition 
of  Robert  Manns,  £fq.  was  delivered  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  (hewing,  that  the  petitioner 
was  duly  ekded  one  of  the  barons  of  this  port, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned;  but  John 
Beaumont,  Efq.  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  who 
pretended  to  have  a  power  over  the  feveral 
Cinque  Ports,  wrote  feveral  mandatory  letters 
to  the  mayors,  and  returning  officers  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  requiring  them  not  to  engage  their 
votes  for  any  particular  perfon,  for  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  recommend  to  them  fuch  perfons  as 
he  fhould  think  convenient  for  them  to  choofe; 
and,  by  feveral  menaces  and  threats,  procured 
a  majority  of  the  electors  to  vote  for  him  to  ferve 

in 
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in  parliament  for  the  Port  of  Haftings^  and  pre--^ 
vailed  on  the  mayor  to- return  him,  thou^  not 
legally,  elefted,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  peti.. 
tioner;  which  petition  was  referred  to  a  com«- 
xnittee  to  report  upon,  &c. 

We  make  no  comment  on  the  above,  but 
leave  the  reader  to  form  his  judgment  of  the  pu- 
rity of  this  borough  from  a  naked  flatement 
of  fafts ;  and  we  will  venture  to  affert,  fince  the 
time  of  this  petition,  that  it  is  in  no  way  amend- 
ed; but  this  by  way  of  fample.  From  the  evi- 
dence»  on  the  trial  of  the  mandamus,  brought 
by  H.  Moore,  againft  the  mayor  and  jurats  of 
this  town,  it  appears,  that  the  right  to  the  elec- 
tive franchife  in  this  place,  according  to  its 
true  conftitution,  and  according  to  the  cuilumal 
then  produced,  is  as  follows: 

In  1736,  a  writ  of  mandamus  was  brought  by 
Henry  Moore,  to  require  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  and  Port  of  Haftings,  to 
admit  him  into  the  place  and  office  of  one  of  the 
freemen  of  that  town;  and  the  writ  fcts  forth, 
that  he  is  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  freeman,  born  with- 
in the  towii,  after  the  admiflion  and  fwearing  of 
\  his 


hU  fiohtfr  thto  the  place  and  office  of  tme  of  the 
(reenen  of  the  ftid  t6wti  and  Portj  and  thu  he 
has  a  right,  in  rcfped  therec^*  and  alfo  upon 
pajrmg  a  reafoDable  flncj  to  be  admiuedjnto  the 
place  and  office  of  one  of  the  fr«mcn  «f  the  (aid 
town  «ml  Pott. 

Thi  above  wat  the  matter  at  i0ue  for  the 
jury. 

LoftD  HaA0Wicm>  \rlio  ««  then  the  loird 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  in 
fumraing  up  the  evidence,  fald  to  thcjurjr; 

**  Ths  point  infifted  on  by  the  plaintiff*!  cOUn- 
fel,  and  the  firft  thing  produced,  to  be  cotifidcred 
by  you,  is  a  book,  in  which  is  an  ancient  entry 
of  the  culhimal  of  the  Five  Ports  and  their  niem- 
hers,  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  is  not 
to  the  contrary. 

**  The  evidence  retied  on  for  the  plaintiff  it 
this,  "  concerning  the  making  of  freemen,  &c. 
"  as  ftated." 

Vot.in.  e  «AKEft 
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**  After  reading  thefe  entries,  the  coiinfel 
for  the  defendants  objeSed;  that  this  was  not  a 
particular  cuftumal  of  Haftings,  and  therefore 
not  fo  coneliifive.  But  Haftings,  in  the  man- 
damus, irffiaid  to  be  one  of  the  Five  Ports.  ••  They 
••  have  given  evidence  of  three  diflPerent  fpecies 
*5  of  perfons  admitted  under  this  right.'* 

^*  Th  £  firft  is,  where  perfons  were  admitted 
as  eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  born  within  the  bo- 
rough,  and  after  the  fwearing  and  admiffion  of 
the  father. 

^  The  next  is,  where  admiffion  has  been  of 
eldeft  fons,  born  within  the  borough,  but  it  does 
not  appear,  whether  before  or  after  the  admif-. 
fion  of  the  father*    And, 

*•  The  third  fpecies  of  perfons,  who  were  ad« 
mitted  as  the  fons  of  freemen  in  general  |  bat 
they  have  not  ihewn  that  they  were  born  in  the 
town,  or  -after  the  father^s  freedom* 

**  For  the  defendants,  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fideinfift,  there  is  no  right  at  all  to  free* 
doms  in  this  borough;  but  that  all  admiffions  de« 

6  pend 
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pend  Upon  the  wUl  and  pleafure  of  the  mayor 
and  jurats;  that  they  may  admit  or  refufe,  a 
ftranger  or  a  fon,  juft  as  they  pleafe.  And  they 
infilt,  that  if  there  be  fuch  a  right,  that  it  is  re- 
ftrained  by  thefe  two  qualification,  of  being  born 
in  the  town,  and  after  the  fwearing  and  admf- 
fion  of  the  father. 

"And  another  qualification  infifted  on  by 
the  defendants  is,  that  he  fhould  be  reliant  with- 
in the  borough. 

**  GsNTtiMEN,  the  matter  of  law  which  w0 
arife,  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  fuch  a 
cuftom,  will  be,  whether  the  fine  be  a  reafonable 
fine,  as  the  plaintiff  has  laid  it,  or  whether  this 
is  a  certain  fine  of  6s.  8d.  ? 

"  The  firft  evidence  that  has  been  produced 
for  the  defendants,  is  an  old  book,  in  which  there 
are  entries  of  an  old  cuflumal,  and  a  bye-law, 
dated  the  izth  of  April,  15  Elizabeth,  by  which 
it  is  decreed,  **  That  if  any  freeman,  now, 
"  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  an  inhabitant  of  this 
"  town,  fliall  depart  or  dwell  out  of  the  town, 
*'  by  the  fpace  of  a  year  and  a  day,  he  or  they, 
c  a  *'  fo 
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^*  (o  dwetlfng  out  of  tbe  tovo»  (hall  Mt  his  or 
^'  llieif  frrcdrnn  for  even"  I  Own  I  do  not 
know  io  extraordinary  a  cuftom  any  where,  for 
i  mm  to  have  a  right  to  be  admitted  a  freetnaii 
who  wai  not  refident,  and  yet  the  corporation 
itoutd  dUfranchife  a  man  for  non^refidence* 

'^  But  thii  bye-law  will  not  be  of  much  weight 
one  wiy  or  the  other.  It  only  fhews  the  aft  of  the 
toq)oration»  to  diifranchife  any  perfon  that  goea 
om  of  the  borough. 

^  Thiy  have  alfo  produced,  for  the  defon- 
4«nti|  another  book,  in  which»  they  fay,  iscoiK 
lained  the  ufagc  of  Haftinga^  time  out  of  mind» 
und  thry  have  rend  out  of  it  an  entry,  in  old 
Otnch  \  the  pufport  of  which  is,  **  That  if  a  fo. 
^  rtigner  Klidcs  in  Haftings  a  year  and  a  day; 
^  htmay  cwme  before  the  haiUffand  jurats,  and 
^  be  admitted  to  the  f^eedo■^  upon  taiui^  aa 
*•  oaxh.'*  The  %^miel>  who  twkI  ihia^  fwor^,  diat 
iVtei^  % «(  VK>  c<her  m  >deiice  la  the  book,  relaa^ 

^^  f >\>es4cwa  at  a^  m  ^os  Vo^Dii^  if  a 
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who  has  lived  in  the  town  a  year  and  a  daf,  may 
come  before  the  bailifF  and  jurats,  and  they  may 
admit  htm,  upon  taking  an  oath. 

"  The  next  evidence  the  defendants  have  pro- 
duced, is  from  entries  of  admiflion  of  the  fons 
of  freemen,  without  mentioning  that  they  were 
either  eldaft  or  youngeft  fi>ns  j  and  they  onl/ 
fliew,  that  the  fa£l  is,  that  other  font,  at  well  as 
eldeft  fons,  have  been  admiued  for  a  fine  of 
6s.  8d. 

"  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  for  you,  gende- 
men,  to  confider, 

"  First,  If  you  believe,  on  the  evidence,  that 
there  is  no  right  in  the  fon  of  any  freeman  to 
demand  his  frccdoin  of  the  mayor  and  jurats,  but 
that  all  depends  on  their  pleafure  t  but,  if  you 
believe  that  there  is  a  right  in  the  fon  of  a  free- 
man, and  that  the  mayor  and  jurats  cannot  deny 
him  his  freedom,  then  you  will  confider,  whether 
the  two  qualifications,  of  being  bom  in  the 
borough,  after  the  freedom  of  the  father,  are 
neceffary  or  no  ? 

c  3  "If 
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**  If  you  believe  tbey  are  riot  ncccflarjr,  but 
that,  whether  he  be  born  in  or  out  of  the  bou 
rough,  or  before  or  after  he  was  made  free, 
makes  no  difference ;  in  that  cafe  you  muft  find 
for  the  defendants. 

**  But  if  you  believe  a  right  in  the  fons  of 
freemen,  and  that  being  born  in  the  borough, 
and  after  the  father^s  freedom,  are  effenti^l,  then 
you  will  confider  the  matter  of  reliance* 

**  And,  if  you  believe  refiance  not  neceffary, 
then  you  muft  find  a  verdi£l  for  the  plaintiff. 

**  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  believe  being 
born  in  the  borough,  and  after  the  father's  free- 
dom, are  not  neceffary ;  or,  if  neceffary,  that  it 
is  equally  neceffary  that  the  perfons  fhould  be 
reliant,  then  you  muft  find  a  verdift  for  the  de* 
fendants." 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Foreman.  •'  We  find  that  the  eldeft  fon  of" 
a  freeman,  born  within  the  borough  after  his 
ffither'3  freedom,  has  a  right.** 
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Loaz>  HaRdwicke«  **  What  do  you  find  as 
to  the  commorancy  P*' 

i 

Foreman.    **  My  lord^  we  find  refidence  not : 
neceflfary ;  and  that  the  eldeft  fon^  born^  within 
the  borough  after  ^is  father^s  freedom,  has  a 
right,  upon  paying  a  cuftomary  fine." 

Lord  Hardwicke.  •«  What  do  you  find  the 
fine  ?" 

Foreman.  •'  We  find  the  fine  to  be  6s.  8d. 
and  that  that  is  reafonable." 

Lord  Hardwicke.  •'  That  point  of  the  rea- 
fonable  fine  mud  be  faved  for  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  and  let  the  pojea  day.*' 

W E  ihould  here  obferve,  that  Moore  was  com- 
pletely fuccefsful  upon  thi$  occafion.  It  is  truCj 
that  be  claimed  his  freedom  merely  as  an  eldeft 
fon ;  but  the  fame  evidence  by  which  he  availed 
himfelf,  went  the  full  length  of  eftablifhing  the 
right  of  every  other  fon  of  a  freeman  to  his 
freedom. 

c  3  The 
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TsBverdid,  given  by  tke  jnry  upon  Aia  ee. 
cafion^  came  undfsr  the  review  of  iha  coufl  of 
)dng*s-b€ncb^  ai  appears  from  Scrange's  Re- 
portly  1070^  whiFsbj  aft/^r  iblemn  argument^  was 
ppniiroied  by  the  un^jfiimom  d^t^roinaUQii  an4 
fandion  pf  (he  judges. 

We  wi{h«  in  a  very  particular  manper^  to  draw 
ihe  attention  of  the  reader  tp  this  vejy  important 
trial|  a$it  pot  oply  clearly  and  fatisfadtorily  de^ 
inon^rates  what  was  originally^  and  what  ought 
iliU  to  be^  the  cppftitutipn  of  Haftings,  but  throws 
great  light  ^pon  the  true  conftitutipn  of  the  reft 
of  the  Cinque  Pprt^^  notwithftanding  the  ufu|:« 
patiops  and  cprruptions  which,  in  thefe  lattef 
^ysj  prevail^  more  or  lefs^  in  all  of  them. 

In  the  cpurfe  of  the  Seaford  contefts,  it  be« 
came  important  tp  fome-of  the  parties  to  infpeft 
this  cuftumal ;  and  a  rule  was  accordingly  ob- 
tained from  the  court  of  king's  bench  fpr  that 
purpof^ ;  but  |o !  it  was  mifling^  and  not  to  be 
^nd  I  Through  fear  that  fome  future  claimant 
of  a  freedom  fliould  attempt  to  acccompKfh  an<f 
perfe6i  what  Mopre  left  undone^  k  was  thougirt 
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expedient  to  coipmit  this  highly  important  and 
venerable  iiecord  to  the  flames.  But^  notwitb. 
ftanding  this  deftni£iion  of  it  by  fire^  we  con* 
gratulate  the  public^  that  the  moft  material  and 
confequental  part  of  it  has  been  preferved  in  the 
State  Trials,  by  reafon  of  the  mandamus  brought 
by  Moore.  Of  which  cuftunud  Jeake  loaket 
mention,  page  35  and  123. 

3v  the  laft  determination  of  the  houfe  of  com* 
mons,  which  took  place  in  the  year  16^8^  it  ap-* 
pears,  that  the  right  of  eleflion  of  members  of 
parliament  for  the  Fort  of  Haftings,  is  in  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen^  refident,  and  not 
receiving  alms.  But  here  arifes  a  very  impor- 
tant queftion,  which  is,  who  are  entitled  to  be 
freemen  ?  Mr.  Milward  contends^  that  only  the 
^rll  born  fon  of  a  freeman,  and  fach  as  are  an- 
liuaUy  nominated  by  the  mayor ;  we  have  very 
little  fcruple  to  fay,  that  if  this  queftion  (hould 

r 

ever  be  fairly  brought  before  an  impartial 
commutee  of  the  boufeof  ^ommoni^  we  have 
QQ  doiibl  but  that  the  determination  would  be^ 
that  the  right  of  freedom  is  according  to  the 
{^Quip^  ^^vc  fet  out^ 

Govuiir. 


4t  .RASTING5« 

GovBRNMVNT  havc  at  this  place  a  cuftom-. 
loufe  ;  a  cuftom-boufe  boat^  under  pretence  of 
watching  the  fmugglers,  the  crew  of  which  are  all 
landmen^  but  taken  from  amongft  the  freemen  ; 
an  Ordnance  fort^  of  no  utility  whatever;  and 
an  eftablifiiment  of  twelve  riding  officers;  be- 
fides  the  ufual  retainers  of  the  excife  and  of  the 
poft  office. 

A  COM  px.  A  INT  was  exhibited  to  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  cuftoms  againft  the  patrons  of  this 
borough^  by  the  town-clerk,  in  1787,  for  quar-^ 
tering  freemen,  at  five,  ten,  and  twenty  pounds 
a  year  each,  upon  the  revenue  officers  of  this 
port;  in  which  complaint  were  fpeciBcally  men- 
tioned the  names  of  Bevins,  j^ide.  Meadow^ 
Bourne,  and  others,  who  had  paid  fuch  (urns.  A 
copy  of  this  memorial  is  now  in  our  hands,  which 
we  will  take  good  care  of,  as  it  may  hereafter^ 
in  common  with  fimilar  proofs  in  our  pofleffioni^ 
be  a  fubjed  of  more  ferious  enquiry. 

We  muft  not  omit  to  add,  that  it  was  in  con-* 
fequence  of  this  complaint,  that  the  elder  Mr. 
Milward  was  deprived  of,  his  place  of  furveyor- 
general  of  the  riding  officers  by  the  board  of 
Ci|ftoms4 

A   LIST 
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OF  THE  WHOLE  BODY  OF  ELECTORS 

or     H  A  S  r  I  NG  S, 

Taken  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  179I3 
many  of  whom  have  fmall  places  in  the  Cultoim, 
Bxcife,  and  OrdnancCi  which  it  is  unneceflary  ta 
fpecify. 


MAYOR, 

Mr.  Edward  Milward. 

DBPUTY     MAYOR, 

Mr.  Edward  Milward.  Deputy  Controller,  of 
Excifc,  rcfides  in  London. 

JURATS. 

J  Rev.  William  Hicks  Coppard. 

Thomas  Evitt,  coUcdor  of  the  cuftoms, 

John  Stevens,  officer  of  ditto. 

John  Thatcher,  a  fuperannuatcd  officer. 

John  Crouch,  ditto. 

Thomas  Crouch. 

LoveU  Crouch. 

Johft 
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John  Goldfworthy  Shorter, 
Walter  Crouch. 
WiUiam  PolhilU 

FREEMEN. 

J  John  Sargent. 

Honourable  General  James  Murray,  Mil  ward's 
brother-in-law  and  friend. 

r 

*  kobcTt  Meadow,  fen.  a  fuperannuated  boat^C 

ficcr. 

William  Lintott. 

X  Henry  Sai^ent. 

Thomas  Morfee,  relation  of  Milward. 

John  Thatcher. 

J  Rev.  William  Coppard.  m 

William  Scrivcns,  tenant  of  Milward. 

Alexander  Godfrey,  a  prifoiier  in  the  king^ 
bcnch^  at  the  fuit  of  Milward./ 

John  Weatherman. 

Robert  Thatcher,  a  riding^officer  of  the  cut 
toms.  • 

Jofeph  Edwards. 

Robert  Meadow,  jun.    ' 

Edward  Evitt,  purfer  of  the  Leo(^ar4  in»n  of 
war,  now  lying  at  Woolwich, 

John  Williams. 

John  Hide, 

*  ,  Spencer 
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f     spencer  Kent 

Jofeph  Diplock. 

Richard  BalL 

Thotnas  Manliington  • 

Nathaniel  Crouch^  a  bomb-bailifF. 

Richajfd  Edwards,  fen. 
.    Thomas  Hide. 

ThdniM  Godlejr. 

Robert  Ball. 

X  Stephtn  Penight. 

Charles  Stevens  Crouch. 

Ben|amin  Boilbm. 

Richard  Edwards^  jun. 

John  Williams^  jun. 

fMe  with  cM9  mark  {>  $tt  in  oppofition  to  Mlwudi  bft 
the  luiiiieioiu  haniHj  of  tbe  Cxoach's  are  all  his  iiadiediatt  d#« 
pttidanti. 

Ancisnt  State. 

HastIkos  it  fuppofed  to  have  derived  its 
name  from  ont  Haftings,  a  Danifh  pilate^ 
who  built  a  fmall  fort  on  his  landing  her^^ 
in  order  to  cover  his  men,  and  fecur^  his 
retreat,  after  he  had  pillaged  the  country.  It  is 
one  of  the  chief  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  is  fo 
ancient^  that  in  the  year  294  it  had  a  mint« 
Here  it  was  that  William  the  Conqueror  mufter- 

ed 
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cd  his  zrmy^  after  he  had  burnt  his  (hips,  being; 
determined^  as  fome  have  faid»  to'  conquer  or 
perilh  in  the  attempt ;  but  others  fuppofc  it 
was  done,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  di- 
vide his  army,  which  muft  have  been  the  cafe, 
had  he  preferved  his  (hips.  This  port  had  char- 
ters from  Edward  the  Confcflbr,  WiUiam  I. 
Hen.  IL  Rich.  I.  Hen.  III.  Edw.  I.  and  Char.  IL 
but  it  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  reign  of 
Rich.  II.  after  having  been  plundered  by  them. 

The  harbour  of  Haftings,  which  was  fcrmer- 
ly  £aimous,  and  from  which  the  town  was  obliged 
to  furnifh  the  king  with  twenty  fhips  for  any  na- 
val expedition,  is  now  a  poor  road  for  fmall  vcC 
icls,  it  having  been  ruined  by  theftorms  which^ 
from  time  to  time,  have*  been  fq  fatal  to  the 
neighbouring  ports  of  Rye  and  Winchclfea ;  and 
it  ftill  continues  a  very  indifferent  one,  though 
great  fums  have  been  laid  out  in  order  to  reco- 
ver it. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  confifts 
of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  jurats.    The 

cor* 
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c«rporation  is  exempted  from. toll,  and  has  the 
power  of  holding  courts  of  judicature  in  capital 
cafes. 

Right  of  election. 
1698, 30th  January.     Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
and  freeinent  refidcnt  and  not  receiving  alms, 
■nly. 

NuMBZR  or  VOTERS, 

Twelve. 

Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor. 

'  Patron. 
The  Trcafurjr. 


DOVER. 
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Political  Character. 

X  HIS  town  is  properly  called  the  capital  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  and  (lands  in  nearly  the  fame 
fituation,  with  refpc^  to  the  others,  as  the  chief 
town  of  a  county  does  with  thdfe  of  lefs  note ; 
the  lord  warden's  court  being  held  here,  and  the 
caflle  being  ufed  as  the  prifon  of  all  the  Ports. 

The  right  of  freedom  is  the  fame  here  as  de^ 
fcribed  in  the  cuilumal  of  Haftings,  with  the 
addition  of  its  extending  to  the  hufbands  of  free« 
men's  daughters,  as  well  as  to  the  fons  of  freemen  i 
freeholders  are  alfo  entitled  to  theeledive  franchife 
in  this  place ;  which  privilege  is  at  this  day  re- 
tained here  only  r  at  the  other  ports  it  has  long 
•  fince,  by  corrupt  contrivances  and  praftices,  been 
flifled*    The  number  of  voters  being  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred,  they  cannot  all  be  provided  for  out 
of  iinecure  places,  and  revenue  officei-s,  as  in  moft 
of  the  other  Ports ;  neverthelefs,  government  ob- 
tains fuch  a  degree  of  influence  from  the  cufl 
tom-houfe,  packet-boats,  military  and  naval  ap- 
pointments, &c.  as  always  to  nominate  one  of 
the  members ;  the  other  is  ufually  a  gentleman 

in  oppofition* 

4  Mr^ 
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Mr.  Trevanioh,  who  was  firft  introduced  to 
the  elcflors  of  this  town  by  the  celebrated  Charles 
Churchill,  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  popula- 
rity, has  continued  iti  his  fituation  as  member 
for  tbis  port,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  inBuence  of 
fucceeding  adminil^rations  (with  only  one  excep. 
tion,  which  was  in  the  year  1784J,  till  the  pre- 
fent  time. 

This,  town  was  formerly  of  infinitely  more 
importance  than  at  prcfcnt,  the  caftle  having 
been  confidered  as  the  key  to  the  kingdom.  In 
'  its  profperity  it  had  twenty-one  wards,  each  of 
which  iumifhed  a  ftiip  for  the  fervice  of  the  na- 
tion, and  maintained  it  forty  days,  at  the  expence 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  had  likewife  feven  chur- 
ches, though  there  are  now  only  two  remaining. 
It  is  ftill,  however,  a  large  town,  and  not  like  the 
decayed  villages  of  Winchelfea  and  Seaford,  a 
burlefque  upon  the  exercifeof  legitlativeand  ju-* 
dicial  powers. 

Ancient  State, 

Dover,  which  is  fituated  ten  miles  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  Deal,  is  fuppofcd  to  derive  its  name 
from  Difyrrha,  which,  in  the  Britifti  tongue, 
fignifies  a  ftecp  place,  whence  it  was  called  by 

Vol.  III.  d  the 
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the  Saxons  Dofra,  and  by  Antoninus^  in  hit 
Itinerary,  Dubris.  It  ftands  in  a  great  valley, 
under  a  range  of  chalky  cliffs,  which  form  a  kind 
of  bay  or  harbour,  the  only  place  about  this  coaft 
\v  here  the  water  is  admitted  within  the  cliflfs. 

The  pier,  which  forms  the  harbour  of  Dover, 
on  which  king  Henry  VIII.  expended  8o,oool. 
w^as  begun  in  the  year  1533.     The  harbour, 
which  has  finco  been  repaired  and  altered,  till  ie 
was  brought  to  its  prefent  ftate,  has  for  its  fup^ 
'  port  certain  cuftomary  duties  on  all  goods  ex- 
ported or  imported.     On   the  fummit  of  the 
cliff  are  the  remains  of  a  caftle,  faid   to  havQ 
been  begun  by  Julius  Caefar,  and  finilhed  by 
Claudius,  the  walls  of  which  are  ftill  (landing, 
though  moft  of  the  works  are  deftroyed.     This 
caftle  was  taken  by  William  the  Conqueror  in 
1067  ;  and,  on  its  being  befieged  by  king  Ste- 
phen's queen,  the  governor  furrendered  it.     In 
1228,  it  was  delivered  up  to  Philip,  earl  of  Flan« 
ders  ;  but  after  his  departure  king  Henry  III. 
granted  it  to  Hubert  de  ^ur^h,  carl  pf  Kpnt- 

When  the  lord  warden  is  well  with  govern- 
ment, both  the  members  of  this  town  are  mini- 

fterialifts ; 
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fterialiftj;  but  whenever  fas  at  this  time)  that 
great  officer  chances  to  be  in  oppofition,  the 
admiralty  does  not  afFed  to  control  more  than 
one  of  the  feats,  owing  to  the  freemen  being 
more  numerous  hpre  than  at  the  other  Ports. 
Though  the  mafs  of  government  influence  is 
enormous,  this  place  cannot  be  confidercd  as  in  a 
complete  ftate  of  fubjugation  to  miniftry.  We 
ihall  content  ourfelves,  therefore,  with  ftating  a 
part  only  of  the  patronage  of  government.  Here 
are  fix  regular  packets,  befides  bye-boats,  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  which  arc  all  voters ;  two  cuf- 
tom-houfc  cutters,  three  CMnom-houfe  boats,  and 
two  fmall  veflels,  cglled  hovelers  or  luggers;  a 
cuftom-houfe,  wjth  a  very  numerous  train  of  re- 
tainers; ten  riding  officers;  ;he  caftlc  j  and  two" 
forts.  The  harbour  with  an  income  of  10,000). 
a  year,  which  from  the  beginning  was,  and  ftill 
is,  a  mere  job.  An  immenfe  extent  of  fortifica- 
tion, which  the  mafter-general  of  the  ordnance 
is  ereding,  for  no  oth^r  purpofc  than  that  of 
ftrcngthening  the  hands  of  government. 

This  place  was,  by  the  Englifh,  as  well  as 

foreigners,  called  the  Lock  and  Key  of  England, 

and  was  of  fuch  importance,  that,  when  the  Dau-> 

d  2  phin 
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phin  of  France  was  aflifling  king  Jphn  againft 
the  barons,  the  French  king,  enquiring  where 
his  fon  was^  and  being  anfwered,  at  Stamford ; 
he  replied,  what!  has  he  not  got  Dover  caftle? 
when  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  "  Thenj^ 
faid  he,  by  the  arm  of  St-  James,  ray  fon  ha5^ 
not  one  foot  in  England."  This  noble  and 
memorable  fortrefs,  which  has  feveral  times 
faved  the  kingdom  from  conqueft  or  flavcry,  is 
now  become  the  prey  of  the  people  to  whom  it 
belongs. 

N 

In  time  of  peace,  the  packet-boats,  pafling 
between  this  town,  and  Calais  in  France,  are  fta- 
tioned  here ;  and  here  the  lord  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  is  fworn  into  his  office.  He  can  at 
this  place  command  about  30  votes. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  twelve  juratis,  and 
thirty-fix  common  councilmeut 

Right  qp  Election. 

1633,  24  March.  Is  in  the  freemen,  and  frc^ 
burgeffes,  inhabitants  of  Dover.  Every  fon  of  a 
freeman,  and  every  perfon  marrying  a  freeman'^ 

daughter. 
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daughter^  is  entitled  to  his  freedom,  as  is  every 
freeholder  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  corpora- 
tion ;  befides  all  thofc  who  are  made  free  by  re- 
demption, gift,  or  purchafe.  We  muft  here  ob- 
fcrve,  that  this  is  the  only  one  of  the  Ports  that 
has  preferved  any  traces  of  its  tn»  conftitution. 
Wc  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that  by  a  fpirited 
exertion,  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  might  ftill 
be  recovered  in  many  of  the  Ports. 

1770,  12  March.  That  the  nofumhzhitznt 
freemen,  as  well  as  the  inhabitant  freemen,  and 
free  burgefles  of  the  town  and  port  of  Dover, 
have  a  voice  in  the  eledion. 

Number  of  voters 
AccoRDtNc  to  the  poll  at  the  laft  general 
cleftion,  appears  to  be  about  twelve  hundred. 

ReturnIxVG  Officer 
The  Mayor. 

Patron  ^ 
The  admiralty,  of  one  feat ;  indeperld^nt  as  to 
the  oth^r.    Mr.  Peter  Fedlot  has  the  belt  intereft 
of  any  individual  in  this  place,  always  fiding 
with  governmeht. 

d3  SAND- 
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Political  Character. 

X  HIS  is  the  only  Cinque  Port,  except  Dover, 
vrhich  has  the  lead  claim  to  independence,  and 
that  arifes  from  the  extenfive  number  of  its  elec- 
tors. Sandwich,  which  has  for  many  years 
been  ranked  as  an  admiralty  borough,  from  the 
influence  of  innumerable  places,  and  the  dou- 
ceurs which  the  voters  hold  under  the  patronage 
of  that  board,  has  been  generally  reprefented  by 
two  members  of  their  nomination;  but,  at  the 
laft  eledlion.  Sir  Horace  Mann,  who  refides  in  the 
neighbourhood,  having  the  largcfl:  Kentifli  eftatc 
of  any  man  in  the  county,  and  is  fo  much  re- 
fpeded  for  his  hofpitality  and  convivial  talents, 
that  no  other  perfon  would  have  ftood  the  fmalleft 
chance  of  fuccefs  in  oppofition  to  government^ 
became  a  candidate  on  his  own  intereft,  in  op- 
pofition to  lord  Parker,  comptroller  of  the 
houfehold,  (who  was  fupported  by  government, 
in  conjundion  with  Mr.  Stephens,  fecretary  to 
the  admiralty)  was  fuccefsful,  as  will  appear  by 
the  clofe  of  the  poll ;  the  numbers  being,  for 

Philip  Stephens,  Efq.     474 

Sir  Horace  Mann  3 1 1 

Lord  Parker  290 

Thus 
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THtos  the  indcpendbnt  intereft  fucceeded,  for 
the  firft  timci  in  the  cle£lion  of  one  of  their 
members^  The  other  is  ftitt  coniidered  as  he.> 
ing  at  the  difpofal  of  the  admiralty. 

ThS  mayor  and  jurats  of  this  port,  like  the 

corporations  of  mod  cities  and  boroughs,  have 

not  negle£ted  to  ufe  their  utmoH;  endeavours  to 

.    obtain  a  monopoly  of  the  right  of  eleftton,  to 

the  exclufion  of  the  freemen  •. 

At  the  eleflion  of  i6«o,  the  third  parliament 
of  James  1.  lord  Cobham,  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  inade  an  order,  which  he  got  confirmed  by 
the  lordi  of  the  privy  council,  that  the  mayor  and 
JKralionly,  fhould  make  the  eleQions  of  members 
of  parliament.  The  freemen,  or  commons, 
were  therefore  debarred  from  giving  their 
.voices,  with  threats  of  imprifonment.  Sir  Ro- 
bert Hatton  was  returned  by  the  mayor  and 
jurats.  The  commons,  who  intended  to  choofe 
Mr.  Borrowes,  were  intimidated  by  the  magif- 
trates.  The  houfe  of  commons,  however,  held 
the  eleflion  void,  and  ordered  a  new  writ,  for 
the  freemen  at  large  to  make  the  eledion. 

*  In  GUnriUe's  Report«i  cafe  7th,  there  U  nmcli  curious 
iofennation  at  to  this. 
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It  likewife  appears,  that  the  corporation  of 
this  pbrt  have  not  been  exempt  from  the  charge 
of  corruption,  any  more  than  theit  neighbours  s 
as,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1695,  a  petition 
of  John  Thurbari,  ferjeant  at  law,  was  prefented 
to  the  houfe,  fetting  forth,  that  he  was  duly 
clefted  a  baron  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  this 
port;  but  that  Edward  Brent,  and  John  Taylor, 
Efqrs.  had  prevailed  with  the  mayor  to  return 
them,  though  they  were  not  duly  chofen. 

Upon  the  examination  of  evidence,  the  fol- 
lowing matter  came  out  before  a  committee: 

'  Ralph  Goodchild  faid,  a  great  while  before 
the  writ  came  down,  and  he  believes  a  month 
before  the  eleftion,  at  the  defirc  of  fome  of  Mr. 
Taylor's  friends,  he  went  to  Mr.  Taylor's  houfe, 
with  an  account  of  what  men  they  thought  would 
engage  for  him  ;  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  faid  to  him, 
and,  as  he  believes,  Mr.  Paramour,  Mr.  Mandy, 
and  Mn  Gregg,  were  by,  thalt  he  had  heard  fome 
people  got  places  of  profit  by  being  parliament- 
men  ;  and  that,  if  the  town  chofe  him,  and  he 
got  any,  he  would  give  half  to  the  corporation^  and 

20 1.  a  year  to  the  poor,  and  give  the  corpora- 
tion 
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lion  a  lieat  on  the  day  be  was  chofen,  yearly  t 
that  Mr.  Taylor  bid  him  fpeak  of  it,  and  he 
did,  accordingly,  make  ufe  of  it,  to  p^rfuade  fe* 
vcral  to  vote  for  Mr.  Taylor;  that  he  voted  fo, 
and  deGgned  to  do  fo  before  the  faid  promife ; 
and  faid,  he  believed  he  faw  bills  of  charges  of 
300I.  on  Mr.  Taylor'3  account,  and  that  Mr. 
Cricket  was  Mr.  Taylor's  agent. 

TwisDEN  faid,  that  Mr.  Taylor,  the  day  bc-t 
fore  the  eleftion,  declared,  Mandy  being  pre- 
fent,  if  hegot  a  place  of  loooL  or  500I.  ayear,  as 
he  hoped  hejhould,  or  ivkatever  it  was,  he  would 
pvt  one  half  to  the  town ;  and  Mr.  Cricket  faid, 
he  would  give  his  bond,  that  Mr.  Taylor  fhould 
expend  40!.  or  50I.  yearly,  upon  the  town,  and 
give  20I.  yearly  to  the  poor;  and  Turner,  fit- 
ting by,  faid,  he  would  drink  the  petitioner's 
health,  but  duril  not  vote  for  him,  for  if  he  did, 
they  would  never  employ  him  again. 

JoHK  Chapman  faid,  Cricket  declared,  that 
Mr,  Taylor  had  promifed,  and  he  (Cricket) 
would  give  his  bond  as  before  tcftiBed;  and  that, 
on  account  of  his  voting  for  Mr.  Brent,  Cricket 
bad  received  forty  (hillings  of  Rickfey,  which  he 
paid 
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paid  in  part  of  7I.  owing  from  him  to  the  ferjeant^ 
but  owned  Cricket  was  lK)und  with  him  f6r  it  t 
but  it  did  not  appear  Mr.  Brent  had  employe^ 
Cricket* 

Cricket  and  Moor  faid,  the  mayor  went  tq 
fevcral  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brent;  and  Moor  owned, 
that  he  himfelf  had  fpoke  to  feveral  to  vote  for 
the  ferjeant. 

Clark,  Jenkinfon^  and  Stone,  {aid,  that  a  let- 
ter  was  read,  as  from  Sir  Cloudefly  Shoveli  Ij^ 
which  they  pretended,  that  all  the  feamen  who 
would  not  vote  for  Mr.  Brent  fhould  be  prefled. 
Rickfey  and  others  were  prefent,  and  fome  fea- 
men were  feared  out  of  the  town  by  it* 

RicKSEY  produced  a  letter  which,  being  read, 
he  faid  was  only  a  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Brent,  without  any  threatning  or  promifes. 

John  VATcrfELOR  faid,  Broderly,  who  voted, 
and  made  intereft  for  Mr.  Brent,  offered  him 
two  half  crowns  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brent,  and 
Rickfey  and  Fiflier  were  by,  and  was  threatned 
to  be  ruined,  becaufe  he  would  not  vote  againfl 
the  ferjeant. 

N.  Vatche- 
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N.  Vatchelor,  his  brother,  faid,  be  had 
heaid  his  brother  John  declare,  that  firoderlj 
had  ofiered  him  no  money. 

HuTTON  faid,  he  had  a  debt  of  3 1,  odd 
money  owing  to  him  from  Curfer ;  but  he  dyings 
it  became  dubious ;  and  that  he  was  offered  to 
to  have  it  paid  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Taylor, 

Ancient  State. 
Sandwich,  which  receives  its  name  from  the 
Saxon  word  Sondwic,  fignifying  a  fandy  creek, 
is  feparated  only  by  a  fmall  channel  from  the  ifle 
of  Thanet,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  built  out 
of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Rutupix. 

Im  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  the  merchants 
of  this  town  had  ninety-Eve  ftiips,  which  employ- 
ed one  thoufand  five  hundred  failors,  and  the 
crown  received  from  its  culloms  17,000!.  a  year, 
an  immenfe  fum  in  thofe  days.  King  Edward 
the  ConfelTor  reGded  here  a  confiderable  time. 

Sandwich  haven,  which  was  then  reckoned 
one  of  the  beft  in  England*  lay  near  two  miles 
caft-fouth-eaft  of  the  prefent. 

The 
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The  members  belonging  to  thii  town  4re^ , 
Fordwich,  about  fix  miles  north-^eaft  of  Canter- 
bury ;  Deal,  which  lies  to  the  fbuth  of  Satiti-^ 
wich ;  Walmar,  which  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Deal ; 
Ramfgate  and  Seite,  two  towns  in  the  ifle  of 
Thanet;  Stonar,  on  the  other  fide  of  theStour^ 
oppofite  to  Sandwich ;  and  Brightlingfey  in  Effejt^ 

Th  is  port  fufFered  much  in  the  wars  with  the 
Danes^  &c.  for  here  king  Canute,  in  the  year 
idi5,  inhumanly  flit  the  nofes,  and  cut  off  the 
hands  of  fuch  of  the  Englifli  as  iic^ere  given  td 
Swain,  his  father,  forhoftages.  In  1217  it\^as 
burnt  by  the  French;  and  in  1457  ^^  French 
again  plundered  and  burnt  the  town^  and  alfo 
killed  the  mayor  and  other  officers. 

liN  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  the  woolftaple 
Jivas  renK)ved  hither  from  Queenborotigh ;  and 
in  that  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fome  Walloons  arid 
Dutch,  flying  from  pcrfecution.  Came  hither^ 
and  fettled  a  manufaftory  of  woollen  cloth. 

There  is  at  this  pkce  a  harbour  with  1  large 
revenue,  a  mere  job;  a  cuftom-houfe;  cuftom- 

houfe  cutter;  two ' cuftom-houfc  boats  j  a  fort; 

two 
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tvo  caftles,  in  the  neighbourhood,  officered  by 
freemen;  and  cen  riding officen.  Any  ownerof a 
veOel  or  hoy,  being  a  freenun.  may  have  his  ttap- 
takeii  ittjco  the  fcrvice  of  the  adnuralty,  i^n  «p^ 
plication ;  at  this  time  fevcn  veflels  are  fo  en- 
gaged. 

Th  1 1  town  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  family 
pf  Montague. 

Corporation, 
By  a  charter  dated  in  the  year  1685,  it  con- 
fifis  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  jurats,  and 
twenty-four  common-councilmen. 

Right  or  Election. 

i6go,  31ft  Oft.— The  freemen  of  the  port  of 
Sandwich,  inhabiting  within  the  faid  port,  al- 
though they  receive  alms,  have  a  right  to  vote. 

Not  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

NuM'BER  OF  voters 

About  four  hundred  and  eighty. 
Returning  officer 
The  Mayor.  . 

Patron 
Admiralty. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Stephens,  the  fccretary  of  the  admirtlt// 
has  been  returned  for  this  port  ever  fince  he  has 
been  in  place,"  now  upwards  of  thirty  years. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  bound  to  this 
gentleman  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  as  there  is 
fcarcely  a  fingle  family,  fome  part  of  which 
has  not  been  provided  for  by  him,  in  the  ad- 
miralty,  navy,  or  marines.  Since  the  laft  elec- 
tion, the  people  of  this  town  have  fcverely 
felt  the  inconvenience  of  having  prefumed  to  re^ 
jed:  Mr.  Stephens's  friend,  lord  Parker.  Some 
have  been  alfo  difplaccd,  and  no  new  places  have 
been  granted,  but  upon  a  promifc  of  implicit 
obedience. 
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H  Y  T  H  E. 

Political  Character. 

X  HE  bailiff  of  this  port  was  appointed  by  the 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  till  the  31ft  year  of 
Henry  VIII.  ■when  the  archbifliop  exchanged 
the  manor  of  Saltwood,  together  with  the  baili- 
wick of  Hythe,  with  the  king,  for  eftates  elfe- 
whcre.  After  which  a  bailiff  was  appointed  an- 
nually by  the  crown,  till  the  reign  of  Eiiz.  who 
in  the  i7th  year  of  her  reign,  granted  it  a  par- 
ticular charter  of  incorporation,  by  the  name  of 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty,  under  which 
they  ftil!  continue  (o  be  govf  rnpd.    . 

The  corporation,  out  of  whom  are  chofen 
two  chamberlains  and  a  town-clerk,  with  the  af- 
fiflance  of  ninety  freemen,  making  in  the  whole 
one  hundred  and  iwenty-fijt,  eleft  the  two  mem- 
bers; out  of  which  number,  only  twenty-two  axe 
refidents;  the  remaining  hundred  and  four  being 
difperfed  over  different  parts  qf  the  country. 

The  charters  of  this  corporation,  a;  well  as 
(hofe  of  the  other  Cinque  Ports,  were,  in  1685, 

by 
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by  the  arbitrary  command  of  Charles  II.  fiir^ 
rendered  up  to  colonel  Strode,  then  governor  of 
Dover  caftle,  and  were  never  afterwards  returned; 
but  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  polTeflion  of  go- 
vernment at  this  moment. 

The  influence  of  this  place  is  not  foeaiii^  ma^ 
naged  as  the  infignificant  corporations  of  Rye, 
Winchelfca,  Haftings,  Seaford,  or  Romney.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  elcdors,  fivc-fixths  of 
whom  are  not  immediately  under  the  controul  or 
perfecution  of  a  treafury  agent,  cannot  be  train- 
ed to  the  word  of  command  Co  eafy  as  a  dozen 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  or  penfioncrs,  upon  the 
emoluments  of  the  finecures.  By  one  artifice  or 
other,  however,  government  generally  contrive 
to  have  both  members  confl:antly  in  its  intercft. 

The  corporation  of  Hythe  arc  under  the 
abfolute  diredion  of  Mr.  Robert  Tournay  \  an 
attorney,  who  is  every  other  year  chofen  mayor; 
and,  in  fpitc  of  legal  incapacity,  unites,  with 
the  office  of  chief  magiftrate,  that  of  town 
clerk ;  thereby  confolidating  the  mafter  and  fcr^ 
vant  in  the  fame  perfonal  agency  ;  butj  as  plu- 

*  The  joint  agent  of  the  treafury  and  Mr.  Evelyn. 

ralities 
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ralitiu  of  liyuigs,  as  well  as  pkces.  are  fandioncd 
by  the  cxaaiylj?  of  church  and  ftate,  we  nnift  nqt 
%>pofe,  that  the  emoluments  ariflng  fro^.  thQ 
minifterial  duties  of  one  office,  can  influeaq^  thff 
judicial  deportment  of  the  other. 

The  incereft  amongft  the  ele^ion,  is  iKariy 
equally  divided  between  garemmsnt  aikd  Mr* 
Evelyn,  one  of  the  prefent  monbcra.  Mr. 
Alderman  Sawbridge  has  indeed  attempted  the 
cfhtblifhment  of  an  independent  intcrefl';  hut, 
vhile  the  reprefentation  renFtatns  in  its  pre&nt 
debilitated  form,  fuch  exeitions,  though  they 
might  fucceed  on  a  fingle  occsfion,  can  neither 
give  permanency  nor  fecurity  Eo  the  freedom  of 
ele£Uon. 

Ancient  State. 

HiTHE,  Hythe,  or  HUh,  which  is  fituatcd  fix 
miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Elham,  and  Gxty 
nine  fouth-eaft  by  eaft  of  London,  had  once 
£ve  churches ;  but  having  feveral  times  fuf- 
iered  great  lofles,  they  arc  now  reduced  to  one. 
This  town,  which  owed  its  rife  and  profperity  to 
the  decay  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Lyme  and 

Vol.  in,  c  Weft 
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Weft  Hithc,  whofe  harbours  were  choaked  up 
with  fand,  having  undergone  the  fame  fate,  is 
now  almoft  ufelefs,  and  fcarccly  deferves  the 
name  of  a  port. 

Here  are  two  hofpitals,  thofe  of  St.  John  and 
St,  Bartholomew,  both  under  the  government  of 
the  mayor  and  jurats;  and  alfo  a  chariQr-fchooL 
fpr  thirty  boys. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  moft  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  this  town  were  carried  off  by  a  pefti- 
lence,  which  was  fucceedcd  by  a  fire  that  con- 
fumed  two  hundred  houfes.  Soon  after  which 
calamity,  five  of  the  Ihips  which  this  town 
WAS  obliged  to  fit  out,  were  funk  at  fea,  and 
a  hundred  men  drowned.  The  furviving  inha- 
bitants, difpiritcd  by  thefe  calamities,  refolved 
to  leave  the  place ;  but  the  king  encouraged  them 
to  ftay,  by  giving  them  a  temporary  releafe  from 
the  fervice  due  from  the  town  as  a  Cinque  Port. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  15  80,  an  earthquake  rung 
the  bells,  and  damaged  many  houfes  ;  and  in 
April,  1739,  'while  fome  perfons  wert  waiting  in 
the  church  porch  for  the  keys,  in  order  to  afcend 

' "  '  the 
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^he  fteeple,  it  fell  down  with  fix  bells  in  it,  but 
providentially  nobody  was  hurt. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  incorporation,  granted  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  it  confifts  of  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats, 
and  twenty-four  common-councilmen. 

RrcHT  OF  Election. 

171  o,  27th  Jan.— Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
common-councilmen,  and  freemen. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  OF  voters. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fix. 

Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor. 

Patron. 
The  Treafury,  partially. 

'  Mr.  William  Deides  and  Sir  Charles  Far- 
naby  RadclifFe,  who  have  both  confiderable 
inferefts  here,  are  entirely  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifter.  , 

e  a  NEW 
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PoUTiCAL  Character. 

X  HIS  place  enjoys  the  fame  exclufive  privileges 
^ith  the  other  Ports  ;  in  addition  to  which,  it 
had  a  charter  of  incofporation  from  Edward  III. 
by  the  fty  le  of  the  barons  of  the  Port  of  New  Rom- 
ney;  afterwards  by  that  of  jurats  and  commonalty; 
and  laftly,  by  queen  Eliz.  in  the  fifth  year  of  her 
reign,  by  the  ftyle  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty ;  at  which  time,  by  letters  patent, 
flie  ratified  all  the  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  in 
the  reign  of  Edwaid  the  Confcffiw,  or  at  any 
other  time.  By  the  forms  of  this  charter,  the 
corporation  is  governed  at  this  time ;  but  the 
charter  was  feized,  by  order  of  king  Charles  IL 
in  1685,  by  colonel  Strode,  and  has  never  been 
returned  iince. 

The  corporation  (hould  confifi,  according  to //>^/ 
charter,  of  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats,  twenty-fix 
common-councihnen,  and  an  indefinite  number 
of  freemen ;  but,  as  the  patron  of  this,  as  well  as 
ihofe  of  the  other  Cinque  Ports  and  boroughs, 

find 
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find  z  convjcnicncc  in  not  fupplying  the  vacancies 
as  corporators  fell  ofF,  eight  are  deemed  fuffi- 
cient  to  exercife  the  fame  conftitutional  powers  in 
this  borough,  which  isdepoTited  with  three  only  at 
Winchclfea,  and  with  fix  individuals  at  Rye. 

Sir  Edward  Deerinc  has,  by  i  very  Ample 
method,  poflefled  himfelf  of  an  influence  ia 
this  port,  not  cafily  to  be  rendered  infecure; 
His  property  ih  the  neighbourhood  is  tenanted 
but,  wilbottt  Itaje,  at  very  eafy  rents,  to  the  elec- 
tors ;  who,  feeling  that  gratitude,  which  never 
fails  to  infpire  thofe  immediately  interefled  in 
the  prefent  polTenion  of  a  good  thing,  could 
not  be  fo  ungenerous  as  to  dppofe  the  inclination 
of  a  paflive  landlord,  in  fo /r/)?y»g- a  concern  as. 
that  of  the  eledion  of  a  member  of  parliament. 

ANCitjjT  StatB. 

New  Romney,  which  was  reckoned  the  laft  of 

"  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  was  firft  incorporated  by 

the  name  of  the  jurats  and  commonalty  of  that 

town,  was  in  a  flouri thing  condition  in  the  reign 

of  William  the  Conqueror;  having  then  twelve 

wards,  five  parilhes,  an  hofpital  for  the  fick,  and  a 

priory.      It  had  alfo  a  good  harboiir  on  the 

e  %  weft 
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weft  fide,  but  the  terrible  inundations  from  the 
fea  have  fpoiled  the  haven. 

The  two  great  meetings  for  all  the  Cinque 
Ports  are  ftill  held  here ;  the  members' belonging 
to  which  are,  Old  Romney,  Bromehill,  Orlafton, 
and  Dungenefs, 

Corporation. 
By  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  before  mcn- 
tionedy  it  ought  to   be  governed  by  a  mayor, 
twelve  jurats,  and  twenty-fix  common-gounciU 
men  *• 

Right  of  Election. 
Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,and  commonalty, 

V  Number  or  voters. 

s 

EIGHT;  the  reft  of  the  freemen  being  disfran^ 
chifed  by  Mr.  Crewe's  bill. 

Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor;  who  is  alternately,  Mr.  Coates  or 
Mr.  Walter,  Sir  Edward's  agents. 

Patron. 
Sir  Edward  Deering. 

•  Se^  the  Appendix  tp  loth  vol.  Sttte  Trialji,  in  which  ar^ 
two  trials  contaimng  mach  light  pn  this  corporation. 

Sir 
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Sir  Edward  Deering  having  been  engaged 
in  the  faftiionable  purfuiu  of  the  prcfent  day^  has 
found  it  expedient  to  accommodate  Sir  Elijah 
Impejr,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  both  gentlemen  of 
Indian  celebrity,  with  the  prcfent  feats. 

The  number  of  places  in  the  pofleflion  of  Sir 
Edward's  friends,  and  their  nlatms^  renders  the 
return  of  trcafury  candidates  an  indifpcnfihle 
duty. 


RYE. 
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Political  Character. 

J.  HIS  is  one  of  thafe  places,  ufually^  though 
foHiiewhlit  impit^rly,  called  a  Cinque  Port.  It 
was  with  dve  ncighbouririg  town  of  Winchelfea^ 
annexed  as  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports  genc-^ 
rally,  (but  not  ofHaftings  in  particular,  as  is 
commonly,  but  erroneoufly,  fuppofcd)  before 
the  time  of  Henry  III ;  in  a  charter  of  which 
king,  thefe  two  places  are  denominated  nobiliora 
fnembra  ^inque  Portuum.  —  They  have  enjoyed, 
from  all  antiquity,  the  peculiar  appellation  of 
the  two  ancient  towns,  and  are  poflefled,  in 
every  refpedt,  of  equal  franchifes,  immunities, 
and  privileges,  with  the  original  Cinque  Ports, 

Rye  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  time  of 
Richard  II.  and  again  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VL 
in  one  of  which  fires  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  old 
records  and  charters  of  this  town  perifhed,  as 
none  older  than  the  27th  of  this  king,  except 
Ibmc  fragments,  are  at  this  day  to  be  found. 

B£F0R£ 
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iBkFORfi  Mr.  C?rtWe'6  bill,  this  pUcc  wis,  in 
the  ftrldleft  fenfe  of  the  appellation,  a  treafurf 
borough,  all  the  freiemcn,  with  fcarccly  an 
exception,  being  poflTefled  of  places  in  fome  ^c-* 
venue  department.  Since  this  bill  has  paflcd,  it 
ha^  become  abfolutely  necefiary  to  make  a  fmall 
addition  to  the  ufual  number  of  freemen,  ia 
order  that  ihctt  may  be  fome  people  duly  qua- 
lified to  go  through  the  formal  part  of  the  farce  of 
an  eledion  to  return  members  to  parliament :  all 
-which  new-made  freemen,  who  are  not  oftenfibly 
holders  of  a  place,  are  quartered  upon,  and« 
in  a  certain  degree,  divide  the  profits  with,  thofe 
who  are  in  poiTeflion  of  the  more  lucrative 
polls. 

At  this  plkce  there  is  a  cuftom-houfe,  with  a 
very  large  eftablifliment  j  a  cuftom-houfe  boat, 
as  it  is  called,  whofe  crew  confifts  wholly  of 
landfmen,  and  who  are  of  courfe  all  freemen ; 
and  feven  riding  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  cuf- 
toms ;  a  cutter  is  likewife  ftationed  here,  under 
jirttertce  of  cruifing  againft  the  fmugglers,  but 
in  truths  by  way  of  giving  additional  influence 
to  the  trcafury  i  and  here  we  muft  not  omit  to 
remark^  that  this  veflci  is  adlually  employed, 

and 
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and  paid^  by  the  treafury,  and  is  immediate!/ 
under  its  controul,  though  it  is  ufually  called-  a 
cuftom-houfe  cutter;  there  is  but  one  other 
veflel  in  the  kingdom  thus  peculiarly  circum- 
ilanced. 

This  cutter,  which  is  reamed  the  Stag,  is  com- 
manded by  captain  William  Hkddock,  who 
alone  has  freemen  quartered  on  him  to  the 
amount  of  350 1.  a  year.  However,  it  is  clear 
that  his  place  will  bear  this  incumbrance,  as  he 
is  rapidly  making  a  very  large  fortune.  This 
gentleman,  being  very  adive  and  diligent  in  his 
profeffional  purfuits,  as  a  revenue  officer,  the 
emolument  accruing  to  this  veflel,  by  means  of 
its  captures  from  the  fmugglers,  and  of  its  pay 
from  the  treafury,  being  very  large,  ferves 
as  an  inexhauftible  fund  for  the  quartering 
thofe  freemen  upon,  who  either  have  no  places^ 
and  who  do  not  think  the  ordiiiary  profits  of 
them  fufficiently  ample. 

This  town,  being  fituated  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  fea,  could  not  have  any  parti- 
cular occalion  for  fortifications ;  however,  it 
has  been  thought  expedient,  of  late  years,  to  credl 

a  couple 
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a  couple  of  forts,  which  have,  of  courfe,  their 
proper  officers,  gunners,  and  afliftants;  here 
arifes  another  opportunity  for  government  in- 
fluence. In  addition  to  the  above.  Rye  has  the> 
ufual  excife  and  poll  office  eftabliflimcntSj  which 
take  place  in  other  towns. 

We  mufl  not  here  omit  to  make  mention  of 
the  new  harbour  of  Rye ;  for  the  making  of 
which,  an  ad  was  pafled  about  fifty  years  fince. 
The  only  real  obje£l  of  which  ftarute,  was  the 
giving  additional  force  to  trealijry  patronage 
and  influence.  After  much  labour  and  expence, 
the  new  harbour  was  wholly  abandoned  in  the 
year  1788;  notwithftanding  which  circumftance, 
the  enormous  tax  of  two-pence  per  ton,  on  alt 
veflels  of  this  kingdom,  as  often  as  they  pafs  the 
ftreights  of  Dover,  is  ftill  continued.  The  mode 
in  which  the  produce  of  this  vafl  burthen  on  the 
commerce  of  the  nation  is  norw  applied,  is  well 
worth  the  invcfligation  of  parliament:  certainitis, 
that  all  the  officers,  artifans,  and  workmen  (moft 
of  whom  are  freemen),  ftill  continue  to  enjoy 
their  penfions  and  falaries^  though  their  places 
are  now  become,  in  the  ftriifteft  fenfe  of  the 
word>  fuiecur^s. 

The 
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The  conduA  and  mahagcmcnt  of  this  enor« 
mous    mafs   of  influence^    is    veiled    in    Mr. 
Thomas  Lamb^  who  has  been^  for  a  long  time 
pafl-,  agents  and  firft  officer  of  the  treafury  in  thils 
borough ;  to  which  jpoft  he  fucceedcd  about  forty 
years  ago,  on  the  death  of  his  father ;  and,  as 
he  has  conftantly  lided  with  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury  for  the  time  being,  he  has  been  con- 
tinued in  quiet  and  undifturbed  pofleflion  of  it 
ever  fince.     Indeed,  upon  the  firft  paffing  of  Mn 
Crewe's  bill,  he,  for  a  ihort  tinie,  made  an  at- 
tempt at  fectirtg  up  a  private  intereft  of  his 
own,  independent  of  the  treafury ;  in  confequencc 
of  which  he  adlually  rcturaed  ■         Dickenfon, 
Efq.  to  parliament  (a  gentleman  in  the  intereft 
of  lord  North)  with  the  government  candidate. 
However,  he  was  quickly  given  to  underftand, 
that  the  treafury  were  determined  to  have  both 
the  members  of  its  own  nomination,  and  that 
Idfs  of  places,  &c.  would  be  the  impiediate  and 
certain  confequence  of  difobedience.     In  a  very 
Ihort  time  after,  he  returned  to  his  duty  and 
allegiance,  having  previoufly  ftipulated,  that  in 
future  he  would  return  treafury  nominees  only ; 
but,  that  they  (hould    make  him  fome  fmall 
douceur  or  compliment  j  far  fhort,  however,  of 

the 
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the  market  price  of  a  feati  the  bulk  of  whi(;h 
is  appn^riated  to  the  commander  in  chief*;  thp 
pc^tion  fee  ap^rt  for  the  fubaltems  and  under* 
(trappen  i^  the  (Corporation  being  bu;  triflin|; 
and  inccujif^ierable. 

'Ancient  Representation. 
In  confequence  of  the  (laughter  which  took 
place  at  the  battle  of  £vefham,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III.  this  place^  for  that  time,  returned 
four  members  to  parliament,  as  did  the  reft  of 
the  Cinque  Ports.  It  is  probable  that  the  Cinque 
Ports  were  reprefented  in  the  national  council 
before  that  period.  Ever  fince  42  Edward  III. 
this  place  has  conftantly  returned  two  members 
to  parliament  without  any  intermiflion. 

Ancient  State. 

Rye  enjoys  the  fame  privilege  with  the  other 

Cinque  Ports;  it  had  formerly  one  of  the  beft 

harbours  between  Portfmouth  and  Dover;  but  it 

was  for  a  confiderable  time  fo^choak^d  up  with 

fand, 

•  This  wu  never  done  all  Mr.  Crewe'^  l^il)  l^ul  fomcwhst 
leflened  the  tmdaf  y  intcreft  ;  ibat  the  candidates  before  merely 
paidtheexpencesoflhe  election,  which  were  about  150L  Th« 
preTcnt  membert  are,  Mr.  Long,  fecretaryof  (hc'treafuy, 
and,  Mr.  JenloRfoDj  fon  of  a  former  ftcTCtary  of  the  treafutjr. 
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land,  that  the  fmalleft  veffel  could  fcarce  en- 
ter it ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  harbour,  gained 
from  the  fea,  was  turned  into  arable  land.  Se^ 
veral  afts  of  parliament  have  been  paffed  under 
the  idea  of  rendering  this  harbour  more  com- 
modious ;  but,  in  reality,  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment; upwards  of  ioo,oool.  having  been  ex- 
pended on  it,  without  making  any  addition  to 
the  public  convenience.  It  is  now  entirely  aban- 
doned, though  the  toll  of  two-pence  a  ton  oa 
all  Ihipping  ftill  continues  to  be  levied. 

Ry£  was  anciently  fo  confiderable  a  port,  that 
it  furnifhed  the  fleet  of  Edward  III.  with  nine 
Ihips  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  men. 

Corporation. 
Ought  to  confift  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  ju- 
rats; at  prefent   there   are   only  a   mayor   and 
four  jurats.     The  office  of  mayor  is  confiantly 
filled  up  by  the  Lambs,  father  and  fon. 

Right  of  Election, 
1702,  9  Dec.     Is  only  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
^  and  freemen,  inhabiting  in  the  port  of  Rye,  and 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

4       -     .  1710, 
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1710,  17  Feb.  Thomas  Hills,  W.  W.  T.  B. 
and  J.  Y.  having  been  propofed  to  be  made 
free,  and  rcjeflcd  at  a  court  of  affembly,  and 
afterwards  made  free  in  the  fame  mayoralty,  are 
not  legal  freemen  of  the  port  of  Rye. , 

It  is  not  neceflary  that  the  freemen  of  the  Port 
of  Rye  fhould  qualify  themfelves  accordingto  the 
corporation  aft,  before  they  be  allowed  to  vote 
in  the  aflembly  court  of  the  faid  port. 

It.  appears  from  the  old  cuftumal  of  Rye,  Hill 
in  exiRence,  that  the  right  of  voting  formerly  be- 
longed, of  courfe,  to  every  perfon  pofreffed  of  a 
freehold  within  the  corporation,  and  to  every  foK 
of  a  freeman;  there  was,  befides,  a  third  way  of 
obtaining  the  freedom  of  this  town,  viz.  by  re- 
demption. But,  by  the  contrivance  and  ma- 
n<EUvres  of  the  agents  of  the  trcafury.  this  confti- 
tution  has  of  late  years  been  wholly  changed.  By 
a  determination  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  1 702, 
(which  is  the  laft  we  find  upon  the  fubjed), 
it  appears,  that  the  right  of  eleftion  for  barons 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  this  port,  is  in  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen,  inhabiting  in  the 
faid 
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&id  port>  and  paying  fcot  and  lot.  But  here 
#  great  and  importam  queftion  fuggefts  itfelf: 
Who  are  the  people  that  are  entitled  to  theif 
freedom  ?  As  tp  this  point  there  ha^  heen  no 
determination.— If  this  (hould  ever  be  put 
fairly  in  iffue,  the  probable  refult  would  be,  that 
ih^  right  is,  at  this  day,  as  fet  forth  ia  the  old 
cuftumal^  notwithftanding  the  uturpation  and 
innovations  of  modern  days.  At  this  tiix$,  the 
pradlice  is,  to  admit  freemen  upon  the  following 
grounds  only;  viz.  eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  at  the 
9ge  of  twenty-one  are  allowed  to  have  a  right ;  the 
mayor  has  a  right  to  name  one  on  coming  into 
office ;  the  others  are  to  be  propofed  by  him, 
in  the  affembly,  and  approved  by  the  majority 
of  freemen  prefent.  From  the  account  given 
by  Carew,  of  feme  contefted  eleftion  at  tihis  place, 
it  appears,  that  the  number  of  freemen  was,  till 
very  lately,  about  50 ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  found 
expedient  to  keep  the  number  much  lower,  ir^ 
order  that  the  claimants  to  a  portion  of  the  good 
things  produced  by  an  ele£lion,  may  be  as  few  as 
decency  will  admit.  Should  the  eldeft  fon  of  a 
freeman  have  the  prefumption  to  demand  his 
birth-right  of  the  corporation,  if  he  be  a  poor 
man^  it  is  refufed  him;  if  he  chance  to  be  in  a 
6  fupcrior 
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fuperior  fituation,  he  is  perfuaded,  if  polBble,  to 
be  made  the  mayor's  freeman  the  year  enfuingj 
the  objeft  of  which  manoeuvre  is^  to  erafe,  if 
poflible,  alt  traces  of  a  right  to  freedom  by  birth. 
If  the  fon  ofafreenian  chance  at  any  time,  ei- 
ther before  or  after  his  father's  admiflion,  to 
have  a  brother  born  before  him.  and  by  whofe 
death  he  becomes  the  eldefi.  his  right  is  (ridicu- 
loiffiy  enough)  utterly  denied;  becaufe,  forfooth, 
he  is  not  tYitfirft  bom  fon,  which  the  wifeacres 
of  this  corporation  inGll  is  the  meaning  of  tha 
eldeft  fon. 

It  is  very  unufual  to  make  more  tlian  the 
mayor's  annual  freeman  in  the  courfe  of  a  year, 
who  is,  invariably,  a  perfon  advanced  in  years, 
an  old  batchelor,  or  a  man  not  likely  to  have 
progeny;  by  which  means,  the  future  claims  of 
an  elded  fon,  who  perchance  might  not  be  fo 
well  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  do£lrines  of  paf- 
five  obedience  as  the  father,  are  efTeSually 
guarded  agaiaft. 

Pov£RTT  is  another  eflentiat  qualification  to 
the  office  of  baron  of  this  port.  A  perfon  in  an 
independent  fituation  of  life,  might,  by  poflibi- 

Voi.  III.  f  lity. 


lity,  objeft  to  fome  things  whicfi  are  expe£led  at 
the  hands  of  a  freeman  ;  but  the  danger  of  be-* 
ing  turned  out  of  place,  or  of  being  called  upon 
to  pay  the  money  due  from  him  on  bond,  com- 
pel an  indigent  man  to  the  moll  implicit  obedi- 
ence. 

It  is  a  very  common  cuftom  in  this,  as  well  as 
the  other  pons,  to  lend  fmall  fums  upon  bond, 
which  are  never  put  in  force,  unlefs  fymptoms  of 
difobedience  appear  in  the  obligor ;  in  which 
cafe,  the  penalty  of  the  obligation  is  rigoroufly 
demanded;  when,  if  the  debt  Be  not  immedi- 
ately difcharged,  imprifonment  is  the  certain 
confequence. 

Number  of  voters,  SIX  ;  all  made  free  fince 
Mr.  Crewe's  bill ;  the  reft  of  the  jurats  and  free-* 
men  are  all  difqualiBed  by  that  bilL 

The  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  eledlors  of  Rye,  is 
as  follows :  viz. 

JURATS, 

Mr.  Thomas  Lambe,  a  tally-cutter  in  the 
exchequer,  a  place  of  400 1.  a  year,  and  curfi-* 
lor  of  Hampfhire. 

Miu 


\ 


Mr.  Thomas  Lambe,  jun.  his  (on,  curTitor  of 
Kent,  and  late  a  king's  waiter  of  the  cufloms  at 
this  place,  which  be  has  given  to  his  fon,  a  minor. 

Mr.  J.  Lambe,  colle^or  of  thecuftoms. 

Mr.  T.  Pr0ctor,  brother  of  the  above,  fanna 
the  eftate  of  the  corporation  at  a  very  low  rent. 

Mr.  T.  Prossiter,  a  riding  officer, 

FREEMEN. 

J.  Swann, 
William  Pilcher, 

Cook, 

John   Small, 

James  Chriftmas, 

Robert  Butler,  comptroller  of  cuftoms; 

William  Millar,  poft-mafter,  &c. 

— -  Allen,  mate  of  the  cuftom-houfe  cutter," 

Wm.  Millar,  jun, 


1 


Riding  Officers.; 


J.  Allene. 
T.  Proffiter,  jun. 
S.  Barrey, 
B.  Bowrne* 
Wm.  Trimar, 
T.  Hogbean,  furveyor  of  cuftoms. 
fa 


Officers  and  crew 
of  the  culiom- 
houfe  boat,  but 
all  landmen. 
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Mr.  C.  Lambe,  a  fuperannuated  captain  of  d 
cuftom-houfe  cutter. 

N.  Pollard^  chamberlain  &c.  to  the  corpora-^- 
llon. 

L.  Maryan^  place  in  the  (^amp-office. 

Tofeph  Giles,  -^       Lately  made  ftccroen  j 

I  as  yet  they  have  no 

John  EUiat,  I  oftcnfible     places, 

but  are  all  quartered 
on  fomeof  theafore- 
mentioned  place* 
men. 


John  Bennett, 
James  Buckhurft^ 


Returning  officer^ 
The  Mayor. 

Patron, 

The  Treafury. 

We  tiiink  it  proper  here  to  obferve  that  what  we  have  (aid 
concerning  the  minifterial  agent  in  this  boroagh>  relates  folely 
to  his  condii£l  in  that  capacity ;  being  convinced,  from  good 
authority,  that  in  private  life,  this  gentleman's  department  has 
been  at  all  times  truly  re^efiable  and  honourable,  and  wholly 
diHerent  from  that  which  ufually  refults  from  bding  hackneyed 
in  the  ways  and  tricks  of  corrupdon.  As  a  magiftrate.  both 
trf*  the  town  and  of  the  two  counties  of  Kent  and  SniTex,  his 
iK)ndo6^  has  always  been  clear,  even  of  the  fufpidon  of  impro* 
priety.  Both  the  freemen  and  the  inhabitants  (which  b  not 
a  little  remarkable)  are  contented  and  fatisfied  with  the  nuld 
fway  of  their  borough  monarch* 

WIN- 
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Political  Character, 
VV  ERE  we  to  fet  forth  at  length,  all  the  in- 
fiances  of  corruption,  venality,  and  profligacy, 
that  have  come  to  our  knowledgein  havlngtraced 
the  ele£lionhiftory  of  this  borough,  it  would  much 
exceed  the  fpace  we  can  allot  to  the  account  of 
any  individual  place,  in  this  work.  Some  of  the 
mod  remarkable^  however,  we  (hall  point  out,  and 
recite  as  much  at  length  as  our  room  will  admit 
of.  In  the  year  1633,  Paul  Wymond,  the  mayor, 
having  been  convi6ted  of  threatening  and  ter- 
rifying fome  of  the  voters,  and  of  unlawfully  ex- 
cluding others  from  giving  their  votes,  and  of 
other  corrupt  and  indifcreet  practices,  was  placed 
on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
as  a  delinquent,  and  was  there  feverely  repri- 
manded, and  fentcnced  to  be  committed  to  piU 
Ton,  under  the  cullody  of  the  ferjeam  at  arms, 

*  If  the  reader  wiOiM  to  enter  ii|Ore  particuUily  uito  the 
pailiculai  lottennefa  of  this  boioogh,  we. refer  him  ro  Gtan- 
ville's  EleAion  Reports,  Circw,  and  Bturow'i  Report*,  *oL  y. 
und  Term  Reports,  vol.  I. 
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for  a  certain  time^  and  afterwards^  to  make  fub- 
miflion  on  his  krtees,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  again  at  Winchelfea,  in  court, 
before  the  jurats  and  freemen. 

In  the  year  1702,  Mr.  Edwards,  the  mayor,  for 
the  fame  improper  condudl  as  his  pr^dcccffor, 
Paul  Wymond,  Mras  taken  into  cuftody;  was  re- 
primanded by  the  fpeaker  in  the  fame  difgrace- 
ful  manner;  and,  in  confequence  of  a  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  turned  out  of  all 
his  places  in  the  cufloms,  notwithftanding  every 
effort  was  made  by  the  treafury  bench,  whofe  tool 
and  creature  he  was,  to  protcft  him  frcrni  the 
vengeance  of  the  legiflature. 

In  the  year  1702,  two  petitions  were  prefented 
againft  undue  returns,  on  the  ground  of  bribery. 
In  171/,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  Sir  Francis 
Dafhwood  Jiad  paid  30I.  to  each  of  thofe  who 
voted  for  him,  belides  giving  a  douceur  to  all  the 
wives^and  daughters  of  freemen. 

WiNCHELSEA  may  be  confidered  as  having 
been  wholly  a  treafury  borough,  till  the  year  17541 

when 
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when  the  late  Arnold  Nefbitt,  Efq,  an  Irifti  gen- 
tleman, and  till  then  entirely  unknown  In  this 
place,  was  returned  by  the  then  minillcr,  the 
duke  of  Newcaftlc.  Mr.  Neibitt  began  imme- 
diately to  make  purchafes  to  a  confiderable 
amount  of  cftates  within  the  town,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood,  with  a  view  of  fecuring  to  him- 
felf  thereby  a  controul  over  the  borough  in.fu-  . 
ture.  In  this  projeft  he  fucceeded  fo  far,  as  to 
cftablifti  fully  the  command  over  one  of  the  feats, 
and,  occafionally,  when  he  chanced  to  be  well 
with  the  trcafury,  over  bolb. 

About  the  year  1762,  Mr.  Neibitt,  being  at 
that  time  in  oppofition,  a  violent  attack  was  made 
by  government  on  this  borough,  under  the  aufpi- 
ces  of  the  late  earl  of  Egremont,  who  had  a  large 
eftate  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  bring  it 
back  to  its  former  allegiance  to  the  treafury.— 
This  conteft  gave  birth  to  the  famous  Winchelfea 
caufes,  fet  forth  at  length  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  Burrow's  Reports,  The  Nefbirtintereft  was, 
upon  the  whole,  fuccefsful  upon  this  occafion. 
The  treafury  have  fince  made  feme  other  rude 
attacks  on  the  Neibitt  intereft,  in  which  they 
have  at  times  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  return  one 

member. 

f4  U 
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In  the  courfc  of  thefe  conflidls^  which  were  a( 
long  continuance,  and  of  courfe  very  expenfivc, 
the  death  of  the  earl  of  Egremont  took  place, 
and,  m  confequencc,  a  temporary  deficiency  of 
cafti;  Mr.  Wardroper,  the  treafury  agent,  who 
was  then  in  the  office  of  town-clerk,  having  oc- 
cafion  for  larger  Aims  of  money  to  carry  on  the 
battle,  than  it  was  convenient  for  government  to 
fupply  him  with,  adually  pawned  the  charters, 
cuftumal,  and  all  the  records  of  the  corporation^ 
with  a  Mr.  Wilfon,  an  underftrapper  to  the  mi- 
nifter  j  at  a  convenient  feafon,  the  pledge  was  re- 
deemed by  the  treafury,  where  it  was,  till  very 
lately,  in  fafc  keeping. 

Since  the  late  transfer  of  the  borough,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  purchafers,  who  are  entirely  at  the 
devotion  of  the  miniftry,  may  have  poffcflcd 
themfelves  of  the  inftrument  and  documents 
above-mentioned,  as  they,  eventually,  may  be  of 
great  confequence;  though,  upon  the  whole, 
if  this  be  the  cafe,  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
the  fate  of  the  cuftumal  of  Haftings,  (annihila- 
tion by  fire)  will  await  the  charters  and  records 
of  Winchelfca.  We  pledge  ourfclves  for  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  anecdote. 

The 
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The  Ute  Arnold  Neftitt  having  died  indebted 
to  the  crown,  to  the  amout  of  nearly  loo.oooK 
and  otherwife  much  cmbarraflcd  in  his  circum- 
ftances  (to  which  his  expenccs,  at  this  place,  not 
a  little  contributed,  as  he  had  the  charaifler  »f 
being  a  liberal  pay-mafter  to  his  virtuous  confti- 
tuents],  a  decree  for  the  faie  of  all  his  propertjr 
vas  made  by  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  creditors.  Mr.  J.  Nclbitt,  the  prefenc 
member  for  Gatton,  fconfcious  that  his  confe- 
qucnce  in  this  place  wholly  depended  on  the  eftate, 
which  the  world  had  hitheno  fuppofed  to  have 
defcended  to  him  from  his  uncle,  free  from  any 
incumbrance  whatever)  a  very  Ihon  time  before 
the  promulgation  of  this  fatal  decree  tn  chancery, 
entered  into  treaty  with  the  earl  of  Darling- 
ton, and  with  Mr.  Barwell,  the  nabob,  and 
owner  of  Tregony,  for  the  fale  of  this  borough. 
At  firft,  a  much  larger  price  was  required  of  them 
than  they  were  willing  to  give.  After  many  dif. 
Acuities  about  the  mode  of  payment  and  transfer, 
as  with  Mr.  Nefbitt  time  was  preEGng,  a  bargain 
was  ftnick,  and  the  price  agreed  for  15,000 1. 
which,  confidering  the  prcfent  market  price,  may, 
upon  the  whole,  be  confidcred  as  a  cheap  pur- 
chftfe,  efpecially  as  immediate  poflcfTion  was 
giveru 
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given.  Taking  5,000 1,  to  be  the  market  price  at 
the  lafl:  general  eledion,  the  fee  of  the  future 
good- will  of  the  borough  (lands  the  purchafcrs 
in  but  2500  L  a  piece. 

Where  the  right  of  voting  in  a  borough  de- 
pends upon  property,  as  in  a  fcot  and  lot,  or  bur- 
gage-hold  borough,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that 
the  feats  in  parliament  may  be  merchantable  com- 
modities ;  but,  as  the  cleftive  franchife  in  this 
place  is  not  connected  with  property,  but  de- 
pends upon  freedom,  it  is  probable,  that  in  the 
laic  above  alluded  to,  the  voters  themfelves,  like 
fo  many  beafts  in  a  penn  at  Smithfield,  were  bar- 
tered in  the  transfer. 

But  what  is  not  a  little  curious ;  it  is  certain 
that  the  bargain  was  made,  and  terms  fully  fet- 
tled and  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  with- 
out the  confent,  knowledge,  or  privity  of  any 
one  of  the  voters.  They,  however,  concluded, 
that  their  cuftomary  fee  of  100 1.  per  man, 
would  be  paid  to  the  elcftors,  by  either  their  pre- 
sent or  forrrier  owners  ;  in  truth,  this  point  had 
not  been  properly  adjufted  between  them,  and  the 
freemen  of  Winchclfea  were  referred  from  one 
6  party 


WIHCHILSIA.  9t 

party  to  the  other,  for  u{>ward3  of  two  years, 
without  being  fatiificd  in  their  demands ;  at 
length  they  began  to  fhew  fome  ferious  figns  of 
difcontent,  and  even  of  revolt;  infomuch,  that 
their  prcfent  owners  thought  it  prudent  to  comply, 
with  their  requefts,  and  let  them  have  the  long 
delayed  douceur,  which  they  received  at  Eafter 
laft. 

At  the  time  of  the  falc  of  the  borough  of 
Winchelfea,  the  ftate  of  the  corporation  was  as 
follows : 

JURATS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  commander  in  chief. 
Richard  Lamb,  his  nephew;  a  riding ofRcer. 
Mr.  Stage,  a  riding  ofEcer,  and  has  a  farm 
of  late  Nelbitt's,  now  Harwell's. 

FREEMEN. 

Benjamin  Tree,  mace-bcarcr  and  chamber- 
lain to  the  corporation. 
.    ■         Stephens,  furveyor  of  cuftoms. 

■ Martin,  jun.  fon  to  the  commander, 

——Butler,  comptroller  of  cuftoms;  he, 
having  been  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Nefbitt,  did 
not  conflitute  a  part  of  the  falc. 

SiNCI 
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Since  the  fade,  the  following  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  corporation : 

JURATS. 

Captain  Coffin^  brother-in-law  to  Barwell. 

■  SCHOLEY. 

Lord  Bernard  (fon  of  lord  Darlington)  and 
Mr.  Baruell,  the  members. 

Mr.  Douce,  partner  with  Mr.  Loyd,  the  at- 
torney who  managed  the  fale. 

■  Paddy,  an  American  rcfijgee,  living  at 
Windfor.  • 

Perry  Coffin,  brother  to  Mrs.  Barwell. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  fale,  Mr.  Nef- 
bitt  made  a  leafe  of  all  his  property  in  this  town^ 
confiding  of  about  50  houfes  and  tenements,  to 
the  prefent  members;  which,  as  it  was  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  mortgagees,  and  other 
claimants  on  the  eftate,  cannot  be  of  any  vali- 
dity. As  it  is  neceflary  that  every  voter  fhoul(| 
be  rated,  to  get  poffeffion  of  thefe  houfes,  either 
by  leafe  or  purchafe,  was  of  great  confequence. 
At  the  fale  before  the  matter  in  chancery,  this 
town  lot  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  CoflBn,  as 

^igent 
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agent  to  BarwelU  for  1200I.  a  Mr.  Hull  opened 
.tbe  bidding!  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  who 
wu  the  bed  bidder  at  3000I.  Mr.  Barwell,  find- 
ing  that  the  fate  of  his  borough,  very  much  more 
than  he  imagined,  depended  on  fecuring  this 
lot,  made  application  to  the  chancellor  for  ai 
third  fale,  which  requell  (Arange  to  relate)  was 
complied  with ;  but  had  not  this  nabob  been  in 
the  treafury  intereft,  it  is  more  than  probable  it 
would  have  been  refufed. 

As  this  third  falc  has  not  yet  taken  place,  we 
can  fay  nothing  further  as  to  who  is  to  be  the 
owner  of  this  lot— much  certainly  depends  there-. 
on. 

Ancient  State. 
WiNCHELSEA,  which  is  a  Saxon  name,  fignt. 
fylng  a  place  fituated  in  an  angle  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  was  built  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  after  an  ancient  town  of  the  lame 
name  was  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea,  in  confe. 
quence  of  a  dreadful  ftorm.  It  was  originally 
encompafled  with  a  rampart,  and  afterwards 
with  a  ftrong  wall,  and  was  a  place  of  fuch 
confequence^  that  it  fumilhcd  the  fleet  ~of 
Edward 
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Edward  III.  with  twenty-one  fhipd,  and  five 
hundred  and  ninety-fix  feamen.  Henry  VIIJ. 
for  its  protedion,  built  Camber  caflle,  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  23,000!.  a  very  confiderable  fum  in 
ihofe  days.  This  town  no  fooner  began  to 
flourifti,  than  it  was  ravaged  by  the  French  and 
Spaniards ;  and  at  length,  the  retreat  of  the  fea 
cauled  it  to  fall  to  decay ;  Winchelfca  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  and,  together  with 
Nottingham,  gives  the  title  of  «arl  to  the  family 
of  Finch. 

Corporation, 

When  complete,  confifts  of  a  mayor  and 
twelve  jurats;  this  body  feldom,  in  fad,  exceeds 
four  or  five. 

Right  of  Election. 

1711,  II  Feb.  The  freemen  of  the  port  of 
Winchelfea  are  not  obliged  to  qualify  themfelves, 
by  receiving  the  facrament,  according  to  the 
corporation  adt. 

According  to  the  old  cuftumal,  and  the  true 

conftitution  of  the  place,  every  fon  of  a  freeman, 

'  and  every  freeholder,  were  entitled  to  their  free^ 

dom; 


doitij  but,  according  to  the  modem  conftitution, 
the  relations  and  nominees  of  Mr.  Barwell  j  as 
.  lord  Darlington,  at  Eaftcr  laft,  fufFercd  Barwell 
to  appoint  his  own  dependants,  merely,  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  he  has  difpofed  of  his  ftiare  in 
the  borough  to  the  nabob. 

Number  of  voters, 
THREE. 

Mr.  Martin  is  allowed  two  hundred  poimdi 
a  year  for  the  management  of  the  borough,  and 
for  keeping  the  voters  in  good  order,  who  re- 
ceive one  hundred  pounds  a  man  at  each  elec 
tion. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  only  good  voters  in 
this  place  are  the  eldei;  Martin  and  Tree;  as 
young  Martin  lives  in  London,  and  the  reft  are 
placemen. 

The  newly  made  junto  are  only  fi6litioufly 
rated }  do  not  reftde,  and,  on  account  of  divers 
informalities  in  their  appointment  to  their  free- 
doms, it  is  prefumed  they  might  be  disfran- 
chifed  with  great  eafe^ 

Return- 
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The  Mayor. 

The  fee  of  the  mayor  at  an  elefUon  is  30oL 

Patrons. 
Mr.  Barwell  and  the  ead  of  Darlington;  both 
in  the  incercfl;  of  the  treafury  ;    wherefore  the 
patronage  of  government  is  in  their  hands  as  to 
thia  borough. 


SEAFORD- 
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1  HE  influence  of  this  Bo'rbugh,  or  Port,  Ku 
becft  exe^cifed  for  near  two  centuries  by  the  fa- 
mily of  the  late  Sir  William  Thortias,  of  Weft 
Dean,  near  this  place;  whofc  title  becahic  extindl 
for  want  6f  male  heirs  j  but  his  tftate,  together 
with  the  patronage  bf  the  bbrough,  defcended  to 
the  late  Mr.  Harifon,  of  Sutlon-place,  arid  from 
him  CO  the  prefcnt  Lancelot  Hiirifon>  £fq. 

ThIs  genclemanj  at  the  age  of  fburteerl,  was 
put  into  poffeffidn  of  the  lucrative  fiiiccure  of 
comptroller  of  cloth  and  petty  ciiftoms  in  the 
port  of  London;  which  produces  him  a  net  Sa- 
lary of  200 1,  per  itnnum;  to  this  placti  was 
afterwards  added  that  of  fupervifor  of  the  riding 
bfEcers,  worth  150 1,  per  annum,  and  captain  of 
the  cuftom-houfe  boat,  with  an  income  of  120 1. 
per  annuni  rriore ;  all  thbfe  places  Mr.  Harifon 
was  allowed  to  hold  as  finecures.  Not  having 
ever  been  ac  fea;  an  additional  60I.  per  annum 
was  allowed  for  a  deputy  captain,  or  chief-mate 
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of  the  boat;  and  as  the  only  duty  of  the  riding 
officers^  in  this  dillrid:,  was  to  fupport  the  in-* 
tereft  of  the  patron  at  an  cledion,  the  fupervi^ 
iing  of  them  did  not  require  any  great  vigilance* 

From  the  year  1 747  to  the  prefent  time,  the 
tight  of  eledion  has  been  the  fubjed  of  conti-> 
nual  litigation.  In  1670  the  houfe  determined 
it  to  be  in  the  populacy,  and  in  1761  the  word 
populacy  was  explained  to  mean  inhabitants 
houlekeepers  paying  fcot  and  lot.  The  ufc 
made  of  this  explanation,  was  to  rate  fuch  of 
the  houfekeepers  only  as  were  revenue  officers  or 
dependants  on  the  will  of  the  patron ;  the  num« 
ber  of  rateable  houfes  within  the  borough  was 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  though  not  more 
than  twenty-four  had  ever  been  known  to  have 
been  taxed,  previous  10  Mr.  Flood  ^s  (uccefsful 
dppofition  in  1786 ;  out  of  this  number /^n^enfefH 
were  revenue  officers,  when  Mr.  Crewe's  dis- 
qualifying bill  was  paiTed  in  1782. 

Thb  firft  petition  which  is  <fcfcrving  of  the 
attention  of  our  readers,  was  occafioned  by  the 
interference  of  the  late  duke  of  Newcaftle,  at 
the  eledion  in  1 747,  when  the  late  Right  Hon. 

William 
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William  Pitt»  afterwards  earl  of  Chatham  and 
William  Hay>  Efq.  were  "candidates  on  the  mi- 
hifterial  intercft  of  that  day,  and  the  earl  of 
Middlefer,  linclcto  the  prefent  duke  ofDorfet, 
and  the  Hon.  W.  H,  Gage,  afterwards  lord  vif- 
count  Gage,  oppofed  them  on  the  oppofition,  or 
what  was  then  termed  the  prince  of  Wales's  in- 
tercft. The  petition  fee  forth,  that  at  the  laft 
eleftion  of  barons  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the  town  and  port  of  Seaford,  in  the 
county  of  Suflex,  the  petitioners,  together  with 
the  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq.  and  William 
Hay,  Efq.  were  candidates.  That  on  the  day 
before  the  faid  eledlion^  a  noble  peer  of  this 
realm  did  invite  to,  and  entertain' at  his  houfe 
moft  of  the  voters  of  the  faid  town  and  portt 
nnd  in  the  room  where  they  were  aflembled» 
rpake  to  them  one  by  one,  and  did  folicit  and 
influence  them,  with  refpeftto  giving  their  votes 
at  the  faid  eleftionj  by  means  whereof  feveral 
perfoDS  who  had  promifed  to  vote,  and  would 
have  voted  for  the  petitioners,  were  prevailed 
upoa  by  the  laid  noble  peer  to  vote  for  the  fud 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Hay.  Which  proceeding  the 
petitioners  conceive  is  an  high  infringement  of 
the  liberties  and  privil^es  of  the  commons  of 
g  3  Great 
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Great  Britain.     That  on  the  day  of  elcdtion,  irt 
order  to  awe  and  influence  the  voters  in  favour 
of  the  fitting  members,  and  deter  theiti  from 
voting  for  the  petitioners,  the  faid  noble  peer 
cartie  into  the  court,  accompanied  by  other  peers 
of»the  realm ;  and  being  feated  near  to  the  re- 
turning officer,  did  continue  there  until  the  poll 
was  clofed;    notwithftanding  the   prefence  of 
him,  and  the  faid  other  peers  was  objeded  to  by 
one  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  returning  officer 
applied  to  by  him  not  to  take  the  poll  while  the 
peers  remained  prefent  in   the  court.     In  all 
which  the  faid  petitioners  thought  themfelves  fully 
juftified,  as  they  apprehended  their  prefence  ob- 
ftruded  the  freedom  of  the  eledlion,  and  from 
the  feveral  declared  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  was  a  violation  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  j  and 
that  by  thefe  and  other  illegal  pradlices,  the  peti-^ 
tioners  loft  a  great  number  of  votes,    which 
would  otherwife  have  been  given  for  the  peti-^ 
tioners :  and  therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  ^ 
the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  to  grant  the 
petitioners  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe  (hall  feem 
meet.     The    houfe    moved.    That    the  refoUi* 
tion  of  the  i6th  day  of  this  inftant  November, 
5  That 


That  it  is  ah  high  infringement  of  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
for  any  lord  of  parliament,  or  any  lord  lieutenant 
of  any  county,  to  concern  themfelves  in  eletfMon 
of  members  to  ferve  for  the  commons  in  parlia- 
ment, might  be  read.  And  the  fame  was  read 
accordingly.  A  motion  was  made,  and  the  qucC 
tion  being  put.  That  the  matter  of  the  faid  pe- 
tition be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe :  upon 
which  a  debate  arofe.  In  this  debate,  Mr.  Pitt, 
one  of  the  fitting  members,  treated  the  petition 
with  great  contempt,  and  turned  it  into  a  mere 
jcft. 

On  this  occafion,  Mr.  Potter  (fon  of  the  arch- 
bilhop}  fpoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rife  up 
to  do  myfelf  juftice:  for  as  I  look  upon  the 
matter  contained  in  this  petition  to  be  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  honour  of  the  houfe, 
and  even  to  the  exigence  of  parliament ;  and  as, 
to  my  very  great  amazement,  I  fee  this  queftion 
treated  with  the  greaceft  contempt  and  ridicule 
by  an  honourable  gentleman,  whofc  weight  may 
perhaps  pcrfuade  a  majority  to  be  of  his  opinion,  I 
think  I  owe  it  to  myfelf  to  declare  my  fcnti- 
ments  on  this  great  occafion  by  fomething  more 
g  3  than 
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than  the  vcJte  which  I  ihall  give.    I  hope,  Sir, 
things  are  not  yet  come  to  fuch  a  pafs>  as  to 
make  it  neceflary  for  any  man  to  go  about  to 
prove  that  the  conftitution  is  deftroyed,  when- 
ever the  houfe  (hall  lofe  its  independency.   After 
all  the  noble  flruggles  made  in  the  houfe  by 
great  patriots,  after  all  the  laws  paffed  by  the 
legiflaturc    to    prcferve   that    independency,    I 
fhould  hope,  that  out  of  decency  as  well  as  out 
of  regard  to  truth,  I  may  be  allowed  to  argue 
upon  that  as  upon  an  indubitable  maxim.     The 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,   when  they  arc 
chofen  to  that  office,  have  been  faid  to  be  inde*. 
pendent,  even  on  their  conftituents ;  how  necef- 
fary  then.  Sir,  is  it  for  this  houfe  to  take  care 
that  there  be  no  other  improper  or  corrupt  de- 
pendency ?    But,  Sir,  if  the  minifters  are  to  be 
allowed  to  nominate  to  the  burghs  the  perfons 
who  (hall  be  their  reprefentatives,  how  are  we  to 
expert  an  independent  parliament  ?    That  mi* 
nifters  may  endeavour  to  fubvert  this  indepen- 
dency,  that  they  may  think  it  even  neceflary  to 
their  own  fecurity,  to  corrupt  parliament,  we 
have  too  much  reafon  to  know.     But,  Sir,  what-» 
ever  pains  former  minifters  may  have  taken  for 
this  purpofe,  what  undue  methods  focver  they 

may 
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may  have  ufed  to  gain  for  themfelves  a  corrupt 
majority  m  this  houfe,  Z  believe  hiftory  is  not 
able  to  produce  an  infUnce  equal  to  the  prefenti 
of  a  wife  and  great  ftitefman  taking  upon  him- 
felf  the  honour^le  employmenc  of  being  an 
agent  at  a  burgh.  It  was  not  enou^  to  fignify 
his  commands  by  his  underlings;  it  was  not 
enough  to  folicit  votes  in  his  own  pcrfon.  The 
voters,  it  Teems,  could*  not  be  trufted  out  of  hii 
prefence,  and  therefore  they  were  to  be  attended 
even  to  the  poll.  But,  Sir,  this  great  humility 
and  condefcenfion  in  a  minifter,  would,  in 
ibrmer  times,  have  been  conflrued  a  moft  noto- 
rious invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of 
the  privileges  of  this  houfe.  And,  Sir,  what 
will  the  people  fay  to  us  ?  Or  what  will  they 
think  of  our  independency,  if  we  are  not  as 
jealous  of  their  rights,  and  as  tenacious  of  our 
own  prtvil^es  as  any  of  our  predeceflbrs  have 
been  ?  What  will  they  think.  Sir,  if  after  feeing 
one  parliament  diflblvcd  in  a  new  unprecedented, 
1  had  almoft  faid  an  unconllitutional  manner, 
they  flmll  be  told,  that  the  minifters  have  been 
nominating  their  reprefcntatives  in  the  next 
even  without  the  ceremony  of  a  congi  d'  iliref 
But,  Sir,  ftill  larther;  What  will  they  think,  if 
S  4  they 
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they  fhall  be  told  that  this  proceeding  of  the 
minifter  has  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of  com-. 
mons,  and  that  the  houfe  of  conimons  will  not, 
or  dare  not  cenfure  him  ?  There  have  been  times, 
when  no  man  wais  thought  too  great  to  be  ac^ 
countable  to  this  houfe  for  his  conduft ;  and  I 
could  give  an  inftance,  even  in  my  own  memory, 

i 

of  a  great  and  able  ftatefman,  whofe  long  admi- 
niflratipn  was   an    honour   and   benefit  to  his 

* 

country,  and  whofe  conduft  this  houfe  thought 
fit  to  enquire  into  by  the  mod  fevere  fcrutiny. — ^ 
"When  I  firft  heard  the  petition  read  at  your 
table,  I  could  hardly  believe  it  poflible  that  thQ 
allegations  it  contained  were  founded  upon  truth. 
I  expcfted  to  have  heard  the  friends  of  the  noble 
perfon  who  is  the  objeft  of  it,  boldly  denying 
the  charge,  and  calling  loudly  upon  the  accufers 
to  juftify  it;  I  was  determined  not  to  believe  it, 
unlefs  fupportcd  by  the  ftrongeft  proof.  But,  Sir, 
how  great  was  my  amazement  when  I  heard  an 
honourable  gentleman,  [W.  Pitt,  Efq.]  who  was 
privy  to  the  whole  tranfaftion,  not  only  admit- 
ting  every  fadl  alledged  to  be  true,  but  openly 
avowing  and  attempting  to  juftify  them?  Jn 
what  light  they  may  appear  to  him.  Sir,  he  can 
beft  tell  you  ;  but  to  me  it  feems  moil  manifeft, 

that 
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fhat  as  the  conduifi  complained  of  was  the 
grcateft  injury  that  could  be  done  to  our  privi- 
leges, the  attempt  to  juftify  it  is  the  greateft  in- 
fult  upon  our  underftanding.  In  what  other 
light.  Sir,  can  it  appear  to  us,  than  as  the  laft 
and  utmoft  effort  of  one  who  was  determined,  at 
any  rate,  to  procure  a  majority  in  this  houfc  of 
perfons  attached  to  himfelf,  his  own  creatures, 
the  tools  of  his  power?  J  wifii  to  God,  Sir, 
nothing  jrny  happen  to-day  to  give  the  people  ' 
room  to  fufpedt  that  he  has  been  too  fuccefsfuU 
What  rnore  could  he  have  done?  Or  what 
greater  infult  is  it  poflible  for  him  to  offer,  un- 
lefs  he  Ihould  come  even  within  the  walls  of 
this  houfc  to  d\tc&.  our  determinations  ?  After 
what  he  has  done — I  (hould  not  wonder.  Sir,  if 
he  did  come  and  take  that  chair,  and  tell  you, 
as  we  were  told  formerly,  that  your  mace  was  a 
bauble,  and  that  you  (hould  keep  \t  only  while 
you  pleafe  him.  Yout  mace.  Sir,  is  a  bauble, 
and  fo  is  <;very  other  enfign  of  authority,  unlefs 
you  can  preferve  your  independency.  A  depen- 
dance  upon  the  crown.  Sir,  would  in  the  end 
prove  fatal  to  our  liberties;  but  a  dppcndance 
Jjpon  the  minifter,  as  it  is  infinitely  more  diflio- 
nourable,  is  infinitely  more  dangerous.  One 
might 
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might  fuppofc.  Sir,  fomc  fccurity  to  a  people 
from  the  honour  of  a  crowned  head,  and  from 
the  folid  compadls  that  are  made  between  the 
people  and  their  fovcreign.  I  know  of  no  com^ 
pa^  that  are  or  can  be  made  between  a  minify 
tcr  and  the  people.  I  can  fuppofc  too,  Sir,  that 
in  fome  future  time  a  miniftcr  may  arife  profli« 
gate  enough  to  carry  his  views  fo  high,  as  to  at- 
tempt to  make  both  king  and  people  fubfervient 
to  his  own  ambition.  I  can  imagine  fuch  a  one» 
Sir,  taking  advantage  of  fbme  general  calamity, 
or  time  of  general  confulion,  by  a  corrupt  parlia*. 
mcntary  influence  opprefling  even  the  king  upon 
his  throne,  and  making  the  crowned  head  a  pri- 
foner  in  his  clofet.  I  can  imagine  him.  Sir,  fo 
blown  up  with  folly  and  felf-conceit,  as  to  be* 
come  a  competitor  even  with  thofe  who  fhall  b^ 
of  royal  blood,  for  pofts  of  dignity  or  titles  of  ho- 
iioor ;  and  he  may.  Sir,  (it  is  hardly  polfible  in- 
deed) but  he  may  even  proftitute  the  namfc  of 
the  crown  to  fupport  his  prctenfions.  This,  Sir, 
J  fay,  is  a  pifture  which  I  can  draw  in  my  own 
4T)ind  of  the  miferable  fituation  of  this  country  if 
ever  the  parliament  (hould  become  dependant  on 
g  miniHer.  But  as  this  can  never  happen  but  in 
fomc  time  of  general  infatuation,  or  general  cor^ 

ruption, 
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fuption,  die  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  prefent 
age  fcarce  fecure  us  from  feeing  ic  othertfeiCe 
than  in  imaf;ination :  but,  Sir,  whatever  I  fee,  or 
vhatever  I  feei.  God  forbid  that  by  an  ad.  or  vote 
of  mine,  I  fliould  make  the  vay  cafy  for  fuch 
miferies  to  overwhelm  any  future  generaticMt* 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  faj 
that  this  wa>  a  new  caie,  and  that  there  was  no 
precedent  upon  our  journals  to  guide  our  pnv 
ceedingi :  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  thit 
can  never  be  the  caie  again,  fince  the  vote  of  to* 
day  wilt  remain  upon  our  hooks  an  eternal  pre* 
cedent  to  pofterity,  and  a  law  to  this  houfe  for 
the  fiiture.  For  God's  lake  then.  Sir,  let  us  con* 
fider  a  litde  what  fort  of  a  law  we  are  going  to 
make ;  let  us  remember,  that  if  the  prefent  tnuiiV 
aAion  pafles  unccnfured,  and  is  declared  free 
from  guilt,  we  may  hereafter  fee  every  peer  of 
parliament,  every  fecretaty  and  other  officer  of 
fiate,  every  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  with 
his  treafury  bags  under  his  arm,  attending  and 
foliciting  eIe£hons;  and  when  they  fliall  be 
called  upon  in  this  houfe  to  jultify  their  pro-> 
ceedings,  they  fliall  tell  you,  they  have  done 
nothing  but  what  they  had  a  right  to  do,  and 
ihat  fuch  was  the  opinion  of  this  wife,  this  inde- 
pendent, 
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pendent^  this  freely  ele8ed  parliament.  Sir^  I 
am  not  one  of  thofe  perfons,  who  will  ever  be 
for  extending  the  privileges  of  this  houfe  to  any 
ridiculous  or  romantic  degree:  if  I  could  but 
perfuade  myfelf  thit  there  was  the  lead  room  to 
doubt  upon  this  occa(ion^  I  fhould  think  that 
humanity  obliged  me  to  put  the  mildeft  con- 
ftruflion.  But  really.  Sir,  I  think  the  irifult 
offered  to  the  houfe  is  of  fo  flagrant  a  nature,  | 
think  the  precedent  muft  prove  fo  dangerous  to 
the  honour  and  independency  of  parliament,  I 
think  the  confequences  muft  be  fo  deftruftive 
to  the  conftitution,  as  to  deferve  and  demand 
the  fevereft  animadverfion.  The  honourable 
gendeman  was  pleafed  to  aflc.  What  is  the  objeft 
of  the  petition  ?  Sir,  I  will  tell  him  what  the  ob- 
jeft  is ;  it  is  the  fecurity,  the  freedom  of  parlia- 
ments, and  protefling  the  privileges  of  the  com- 
mons of  Great  Britain.  Surely,  Sir,  from  this 
houfe  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  have  a 
right  to  expeft  juftice.  Their  moft  valuable 
privileges  have  been  trampled  upon  and  in-i. 
fulted,  and  they  come  now  by  this  petition  to 
demand  juftice :  Juftice,  Sir,  they  will  receive, 
and  I  hope  now.     But  of  one  thing  I  am  furc, 

that. 
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Ait,  fooncr  or  later,  they  will  have  it.    (The 
petition  was  dlfmifled  by  247  againUgS*). 

The  next  cobteft  of  importaDCe  was  in  i7€i^> 
when  Sir  James  Peache/,  Bart,  and  lord  vifcount 
Gage  (the  latter  having  changed  his  party  fince 
the  lall  elefliort),  were  fupported  by  the  dukc' 
of  Newcaftle,  and  the  minifterial  inlereft,  and 
George  Medley,  Efq,  and  William  Evelyn,  Efcj. 
op^fed  them.  AtthiseleSion  the  diftinfliGrii 
oi populacy  and  tax~payers^  which  has  fince  beett 
the  fubjed  of  fo  much  expence  and  litigatiotV^ 
firft  took  place. 

Under  the  denomination  of  "  populacy," 
every  man  who  had  a  legal  parochial  retllementj 
and  rcflded  within  the  parifh,  claimed,  as  in 
pot-walloping  boroughs,  the  right  of  voting;  and 
having  exercifed  it  upon  alt  former  occafions, 
they  were  deemed  the  legal  conftituent  body. 

A  MAJORITY  of  the  "  populacy"  were  in  the 
intereft  of  Medley  and  Evelyn,  and  precluded 
every  chance  of  fuccefs  from  their  opponents 
or  their  fuHrages.    The.  fubterfuge  of  fetting  up 

"  Aim.  Deb,  Com.  111.  77. 
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a  diftinft  right  waSj  therefore^  reforted  to  t)y  t}i6 
minifterial  candidates,  as  the  only  method  by 
which  they  mighty  with  the  afliftance  of  the  houfe 
of  comiBODs^  found  any  hopes  of  fucceeding. 

Th5  returning  oflBcer,  Mr.  Chambers^  father  of 
the  immaculate  charader  who  filled  that  fiation  at 
t|ie  laft  general  eleftion^  being  in  the  minifterisd 
Intereft^  and  the  tax-payers>  by  a  rate^  fabrica-r 
lied  for  the  purpofe»  devoted  to  the  fame  party^ 
every  eledtor^  whofe  name  was  not  upon  the  ratCj 
was  reje€led  when  he  tendered  his  vote*  A 
majority  being  obtained  by  thefe  means  for 
Peachy  and  Gage,  they  were  returned  to  parlia- 
ment^  and  Mr.  Medley  and  Mr.  Evelyn  were 
left  to  feek  their  redrefs  by  petitioning  the 
^ufe* 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this  petition^  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who  were  precluded  by  the  2d  of 
George  II.  from  altering  the  right  of  eleflion^ 
contented  themfelves  with  explaituftg  it  away,  by 
refolving,  that  by  the  word  *'  populacy**  in  the  laft 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  meant 
inhabitants  houfe^keepers  paying  fcot  and  lotj 

and 
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and  that  Sir  James  Peadiy  and  lord  vifcoiint 
Gage  were  i\^  eltSei, 

Ffto  M  this  period,  until  the  year  17861  the  prac- 
tice of  taxing  only  the  revenue  officers,  and  four 
or  five  other  individuals,  who  were  fure  to  obey 
die  word  of  command,  prevailed,  to  the  exclu- 
fion  of  all  the  other  inhabitants.  Petitions 
againft  this  arbitrary  exclufion  were  prefented  in 
1774  by  MelTrs.  Sayre  and  Chetwoode,  and  in 
1780  by  Mr.  Molefwortb,  but  were  not  attended 
with  fuccefs.  The  committees  of  the  houfc  of 
commons  not  chooJing  to  admit  the  rateability  of 
men,  who  the  Seaford  magiftrates  in  their  juftice 
had  deemed  ineligible. 

In  17741  the  right  honourable  Thomas  Pel- 
ham,  wbofe  father.  Lord  Pelham^  owns  the 
tytbes  and  about  half  the  landed  property  in  the 
borough,  attempted  to  revive  the  political  tnte- 
reft  of  the  family,  which  had  been  negleded  ever 
fince  the  death  of  the  late  duke  of  Newcaftl^ 
and  the  honourable  L.  T.  Watfon  became  a 
candidate  under  Mr.  Pelham's  patronage.  A 
Mr.  Alves,  who  then  refided  in  Harley-flrcet, 
6  had 
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had  fuccecded  in  compelling  the  orerfeers  of 
the  pififh  to  add  feven  of  the  non*rated  inha^ 
bitants  to  the  poor  rate^  became  a  candidate 
iipon  their  fuffrages  ;  and,  by  good  management; 
brought  over  eight  out  of  the  remaining  feven-^ 
teen  eleftors,  to  his  intereft.  WitH  this  majo- 
rity  he  muft  have  fucceeded,  even  againft  the 
united  intereft^  of  the  oppolitional  and  minifte- 
rial  parties ;  but  as  the  talent  of  managing  was 
not  confined  to  Mr*  Alves,  and  the  attachment 
of  this  defcription  of  cleftors  being  neither  to* 
the  perfon  or  principles  of  their  candidates,  the 

mearts  were  foon  refortcd  to  of  detaching  one 

•  .  .        .  ■    .  »        ■     •  •  • 

half  of  Mr.  Alves's  confederated  club  from  his 

•       •  •  .... 

intereft,  and  uniting  them  with  the  (launch  friends 

of  government.     A  junftion  then  became  ne- 

ceflary  between  the  remaining  fupporters  of  Mr; 

Aives'i  caufe,  and  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Pelham  i 
•        ''      i'  '       »»•''        *'         »" 

but  the  bewitching  allurements  of  treafury  temp- 

tation  was  continually  aftailing  this  little  party^ 

arirf,  by  the  day  of  eleflion,  reduced  them  to' 

nearly  one  half  of  their  origiqal  number. 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  was  at  this  time  the 
candidate  on  the  minifterial  intereft,  and  had  ob- 
tained the  promifes  of.  a  majority  of  thefe  vir- 

f 

tuous 
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tuous  elefiori*  the  whole  number  being  at  this 
timje  only  twenly-Jbur;  and,  in  endeavouring 
to  prevent  any  prejudice  which  his  education  ii| 
the  prefbyterian  principles  might  create  in  the 
min^s  of  his  orthodolc  con^tuents,  embraced 
the  opportunity,  which  a  faint's  day  prefentec^ 
of  attending  epifcopal  worfhip  j  but  as  Satan  is 
never  fo  alert  in  his  mifchievous  propenfiiies,  as 
when  an  opportunity  prefents  iifelf  of  refilling  ■ 
the  purpofcs  of  the  righteous,  he  fo  managed  it, 
as  to  improve  this  unlucky  moment,  of  corn- 
founding  all  the  parliamentary  fchemes  of  the 
convivial  alderman;  for, beforehe  had finifhed his 
devotions,  a  new  candidate  wis  introdut^ed,  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  celebrated  John 
Robinfon,  who  had  formerly  rcprefented  this 
borough,  when  every  eledor  in  Mr.  Curtis's  in- 
tereft  received  abfoluticn  from  his  firft  engage- 
ment, and  embraced  the  more  powerfai  intereft 
of  a  greater  &vourite. 

Several  other  candidates  appeared  at  this 
eledlion  whh  minifterial  recommendation  ;  but 
lord  Neville,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  having  the 
confidence  ofthofe  in  the  fecret,  we  forbear  to 
jncntion  the  names  of  gentlemen,  whofe  chagrin 

Vol.  III.  b  muft 
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muft  have  been  feverely  irritated,  at  firtding 
themfelves  the  dupes  of  minifterial  intrigtie  and 
duplicity. 

At  the  eleftion,  which  came  on  in  March, 
1784,  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were. 

For  the  mifterial  candidates. 

Lord  Neville,  i2 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  12 

For  the  oppofition  candidates^ 

Hon.  L.  T.  Watfon^  1 1 

Thomas  Alves,  Efq.  1 1 

One  eleftor  did  not  vote,  who,  it  has  fince 
been  difcovered,  was  in  the  minifterial  intereft  ? 
but  having  a  majority  without  him,  he  was  kept 
back,  that  he  might  not  avow  his  principles  to 
the  oppofite  party,  into  wbofe  meetings  he  had 
always  been  admitted  as  a  friend. 

An  informality  was  obferved  in  this  eleftion, 
which  being  of  importance  to  future  contcfts, 
we  muft  not  omit  to  mention.  The  7th  and 
j8th  of  Williaip  III.  ch.  25.  cna£ls,  that  the  re* 

turning 
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taming  officer,  after  the  receipt  of  the  precept 
ffom  the  IherifF,  or  the  proper  officer  authorifed 
to  ifTue  the  fame,  fliall  proceed  to  the  election 
•within  eight  days  after  receipt  of  the  precept, 
givingyo«r  days  notice  thereof*. 

The  bailiff  of  Seaford  proceeded  to  the  efec- 
tton  on  O^c  fourth  day  after  proclamation,  and  it 
being  confidered  that  the  letter  of  the  aft  was 
not  complied  with,  only  three  days  having  inter- 
vened fmce  the  proclamation,  a  petition  of  two 
of  the  eleftors  who  voted  for  Mr.  Watfon  was 
prefented  to  the'lioufe,  complaining  of  this  irre- 
gularity; which  being  heard  before  acommittee^ 
in  the  month  of  March,  17851  It  was  determined 
that  the  faid  clcftion  was  -void. 

Lord  Neville,  who  had  been  returned  with 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  had  alfo  been  ele£ted  for  the 
county  of  Monmouth.  This  circuniftance  made 
a  vacancy  for  the  borough  of  Seaford  certain, 
before  the  event  of  the  above  petition  was  known; 
to  fupply  which,  no  lefs  than  Jtx  and  twenty  can- 

•  This  afl  does  not  include  county  elefUont.  The  time 
fbi  making  proclamation,  holding  coaniy  courts  foi  cleftion, 
&c.  ii  legiilaud  by  the  25th  of  George  III.  ch,  14.  f.  4. 

h  a  didates 
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didates  offered  themfelveg^  between  the  time  of 
tbe  de£lioD>  in  March  17841  and  the  heating  of 
the  petition^  in  March  1785*  The  number  of 
ete£lars  being,  at  that  time,  only  twenty-four^  it 
could  not  fupply  a  (ingle  vote  to  each  of  tbefe 
gentlemen,  if  they  had  perfevered  in  the  conteft 
to  the  end  of  the  poll. 

One  of  thefe  candidates  was  the  late  right 
honourable  Henry  Flood,  who  was  introduced 
to  the  borough  by  the  author  of  this  work,  not 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  his  feat  by  the  fuf« 
frages  of  the  twenty-four  exifting  voters,  whd 
were  to  a  man  engaged  in  the  intereft  of  Mr* 
Pelham,  or  that  of  adminiftration,  though  it  ap~ 
peared  that  a  decided  majority  of  them  was  to 
be  obtained,  on  what  they  called  honourable  terms, 
but  on  the  right  of  twice  that  number  of  inha- 
bitant houfekeepers,  whofe  names  had  beeii 
omitted  in  the  poor  rate  for  near  thirty  years, 
on  purpofe  to  preclude  them  from  the  cxercifc 
of  their  franchifes. 

Amongst  thefe  perfons,  whom  theorerfeers  of 
the  poor  had  placed  in  the  legal  defcription  of 
4paupers,   by   charitably  djfburthening  them  of 

their 
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their  (axes,  were  the  vicar  of  the  pariOi,  and 
fourteen  county  freeholders,  befides  others,  who 
cQutd  afford,  and  actually  had,  at  the  time,  lent 
money  to  fome  of  the  parifli  officers,  and  even 
to  one  of  the  magiftrates  who  allowed  the  rates. 

These  non-rated  inhabitants  commenced  theii* 
claim  to  redrcfs,  by  appealing  to  the  (juarter- 
felEons  of  the  borough,  on  the  ground  of  being 
excluded  to  anfwer  eleEtion  purpofes;  Upon 
hearing  this  appeal,  it  appeared  not  to  have 
been  lodged,  at  the  fefltons  next  enfuing  the 
making  of  the  rate,  as  the  law  dire^s,  and  the 
magiftrates  availed  themfclves  of  that  pretence 
\o  difmifs  it. 

The  overfeers  took  care  to  prevent  a  fecond 
appeal  on  this  complaint,  hy  maintaining  the  poor 
tbem/ehes,  and  making  no  rate,  till  the  cleftion, 
which  was  fufpenckd  for  a  year  by  the  petition, 
(ben  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  wasdiipof- 
Cdof. 

SirGodfrey  Webster  bad  declared  himfelf  a 

candidate  on  the  intcreft  of  Mr.  Pelham,  for  the 

vacancy,  occalioned  by  lord  Neville  making  hit 

h  3  eleflion 
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cleftion  for  Monmouthfhire ;  and  lord  Mornu- 
xnorres,  in  oppofitibn,  had  been  recommended  by 
the  treafury. 

The  petition  being  heard^  and  the  ele&ion 
declared  void,  in  March  1785,  there  became  two 
vacancies ;  in  confequence  of  which,  Sir  God- 
frey Webfter  united  his  intereft  with  Mr.  Alves, 
as  the  honourable  Mr.  Watfon  had  done  at  the 
former  eleftion ;  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  lorcj 
Mountmorres,  appeared  under  the  treafury  in- 
fluence, and  Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Bart,  the 
prefent  member  for  King's  County  in  Ireland^ 
became  a  candidate  on  the  fuff rages  of  the  non-, 
rated  houfe-keepers,  in  conjunftiori  with  Mr, 
Flood, 

The  day  preceding  the  election,  a  third  trea-. 
fury  candidate  appeared,  in  the  perfon  of  Sir 
John  Henderfon,  and  exhibited  fimilar  official 
recommendations  to  thofe  already  produced  by 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  lord  Mountmorres.  The 
government  voters,  who  had  all  engaged  to  fup^ 
port  the  two  laft,  were  at  firft  a  little  daggered 
how  to  adl  under  thefe  contradictory  orders ; 
but  receiving,  the  inflrudlions  from  a^  proper 

perfon^ 
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perfon,  they  difmifled  lord  Mountmorres,  'vmh 
as  little  ceremony  ai  they  had,  upon  a.  former 
occafion,  done  Mr.  Alderman  Curtis,  ■  pndcr 
fimilar  circumftances.  His  Lordftiip  however  did 
not  acquiefce  in  this  treatment  with  quite  fo  much 
indifference  and  condefcenfion ;  a  very  feriDU» 
meeting  had  nearly  taken  place  between  him 
and  Sir  John  Henderfon,  and  which  was  only 
prevented  by  the  intervention  of  friends,  wHq 
fuggefted  the  propriety  of  an  interview  with  a 
perfon  high  in  office,  that  they  might  know  tq 
whom  the  blame  was  imputable. 

This  meeting  aflually  took  place  in  a  few 
days  after,  which  we  fince  underftood  terminated 
fo  little  to  the  fatisladion  of  the  nQble  Vifcount. 
that  he  took  the  firft  opportunity,  in  a  dignified 
place  in  a  neigbouring  kingdom,  to  make  fome 
flrong  comments  in  his  fpeech,  on  the  impro- 
priety of  a  minifter's  npt  paying  the  moft  fcru- 
pulous  qtrention  to  the  obfcrvance  of  his  word. 
We  do  not  recoiled  that  he  pledged  himfcif  "  as 
**  a  man,  and  as  a  miniftci;"  but  it  appears  that 
his  lordfhip  confidcred  the  obligation  as  equal- 
ly binding. 

%i  Oh 
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On  Ac  day  of  cleflion,  fcven  candidaits  a{H 
peared  on  thehuftings,  (if  the  miferfcble  plaoH' 
in  which  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  borough  is' 
tranfafted,  may  be  underftood  by  that  name) 
but  lord  Mountmorres,  finding  himfclf  deferted 
by  every  voter  who  had  promifed  him,  and  by 
the  men  who  had  received  him  with  cordiality, 
and  announced  him  to  the  eledors  as  the  go« 
vernment  candidate^  in  a  fpeech  of  manly  in-< 
dignatioli,  declined  any  further  conneftion  with 
this  confiftent  body  of  eleftors. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood  28 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  24 

5ir  Godfrey  Webfter  19 

■         < 

Thomas  Alves,  Efq.  18 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  16 

Sir  John  Henderfon,  14 

The  returning  officer  however,  thought  proper 
to  rejeft  every  vote  for  Flood  and  Parfons ;  eight 
of  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter's;  feven  of  Mr.  Alves*s; 
two  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's ;  and  then  made  a  re- 
turn of  the  treafury  candidates. 

At 


At  thisf  eleftion  the  celebrated  Mr.  Harbei^ 
^lulq  his  firft  appearance  in  this  borough.  In  9 
political  character,  having  taken  a  lodgiftg-houfc 
fcH-  forty  days,  to  qualify  himfelf  for  an  occa- 
fional  voter.  Mr.  Harifon,  who,  for  the  laft 
thirty  years  had  been  confidered  as  the  govern- 
ment agent  and  patron,  was  ftill  looked  up  to  as 
preferving  that  fituation. 

Four  petitions  were  prefented  to  parliament 
againft  the  return  of  Sr  Peter  Parker,  and  Sir 
John  Henderfon ;  one,  by  Meffrs.  Flood  and 
Farfons ;  a  fecond^  by  certain  electors  in  their 
iintcreft  j  a  third,  by  Meffrs.  Webfter  and  Alves* 
and  a  fourth,  by  other  elcftors  who  had  voted 
for  thefe  gentlemen. 

These  petitions  were  tried  by  a  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  February  1786,  when, 
after  a  full  inveftigation  of  the  claims  of  thole 
who  voted  for  Flood  and  Parfons,  the  committee 
determined  not  to  admit  evidence  to  invalidate 
the  refolutionof  1761,  by  which  the  word  popu- 
lacy  was  explained  to  mean  inhabitant  houfe- 
keepers,  paying  fcot  and  lot.  The  counfel  then 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  thefc  perfons  were 
rateable 
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rateable  houfekeepers^  within  the  meaning  of  the 
laft  refolution  of  1761  ;  but  their  appeal  to  the 
Seaford  feffions  not  having  been  made  within  the 
time  direfted  by  law,  the  committee  alfo  refolvcd 
not  to  admit  evidence  to  prove  that  fa£L 

The  petition  of  thefe  gentlemen  being  thus 
difpofed  of,  the  committee  proceeded  upon  that 
of  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  and  Mr.  Alves,  who  ob- 
jefted  to  three  of  the  votes  for  the  fitting  mem. 
bers,  amongft  whom  was  Mr.  Harben,  who  voted 
for  a  lodging-houfe,  upon  a  pretended  reficjence 
of  forty  days.  The  whole  three  being  deemed 
bad,  the  numbers  for  both  parties  became  equal. 
Some  ftrong  evidence  of  bribery  was  opened, 
which,  for  reafons  the  author  is  unacqauinted 
with,  was  not  proceeded  upon.  The  committee, 
therefore,  upon  the  equality  of  numbers,  d^clar*. 
ed  this  fecond  ele6lion  void. 

Mr.  Alves  by  this  tiipe  had  received  a  com- 
plete furfeit  of  the  Seaford  conteft ;  and  the  vot- 
ers in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Flood,  having  had  a 
fecond  opportunity  of  lappealing  to  the  Seaford 
feffions  againft  the  poor  jrate,  a  new  one  being 
made  the  inflant  the  laft  ele6tion  was  concluded; 

'    the 
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the  overfeers,  not  cxpefling  that  the  petitions 
againft  it  would  occafion  a  fecond  void  eleSion, 
the  non-rated  inhabtants  were  now  in  a  litua- 
tion  to  prove  their  rateahility  before  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons;  when  nineteen  of  that 
defcription  being  in  a  ftate  of  opulence  much 
fuperior  to  the  majority  of  the  tax  payers,  Mr. 
Flood's  fuccefs  was  placed  beyond  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  doubt. 

Mr.  Alves  having  declined  any  pretenfioM 
to  future  fupport,  all  his  little  party,  except  one, 
were  prevailed  en  to  join  the  treafury  junto ;  but 
a  junflion  having  been  formed,  between  Mr. 
Pelham's  intereft  and  that  of  Mr.  Flood,  they 
became  a  majority  of  juft  two  to  one  againft  all 
the  forces  the  treafury  could  mufter. 

At  the  third  eleSion,  the  numbers  on  the 
poll  were, 

fpr  the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood,  32 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart.  32 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart.  16 

^ir  John  Henderfon,  Bart.  16 


124  SEAIPORD. 

The  returning  officer  again  ftruck  off  all  fucl^ 
votes  as  did  not  appear  on  the  poor  rate,  though 
that  rate  had  been  rejefted  by  the  committee  a^ 
a  corrupt  one ;  and^  admitting  the  whole  fixteei^ 
votes  for  Parker  and  Henderfon,  and  only  half 
that  nunnber  for  Flood  and  Webfter,  made  his 
l[eturn  to  parliament  a,ccordingIy. 

These  proceedings  were  too  flagrant  to  meet 
|he  eye  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mcHis ;  for^  however  defperate  the  imbecility  anc( 
ignorance  of  a  routed  party  of  borough-mongeri^ 
Alight  make  them,  the  character  of  Sir  Peter 
Parker  and  Sir  John  Henderfon  were  not  lo  be  * 
fported  with,  to  gratify  the  chagrin  of  fuch 
people.  A  petition  of  Mr.  Flood  and  Sir  God« 
frey  Webfter  was  prefpnted  to  the  hoafe,  andj^ 
when  the  day  of  hearing  arrived,  the  CQunfel  for 
the  fitting  members  informed  the  committee, 
that  their  clients,  being  fenfible  that  the  petitioners 
kad  a  majority  of  legal  votes^  "they  would  give  them 
no  further  trouble.  The  committee  reported  to, 
the  houfe  the  fame  day,  March  13,  1786,  *'  That; 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood  and  Sir  Godfrey 
Webfter,  Bart,  were  duly  clcfted,  and  ought  tQ. 
have  been  returned.** 

4  Thu4 
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Thos  was  the  caufe  of  independence,  in  tfaii  , 
little  borougfai  triumphant  over  the  moft  un- 
precedented oppreffioo,  and  in  opporuion  to  the 
influence  of  the  trcafury,  to  a  family  junto  of 
t)orough  magiftrates,  or  jurats^  and  to  the  united 
exertion  of  feventeen  finecuje  placemen,  pen- 
fioned  on  purpofe  to  fupport  the  caufc  of  ty- 
ranny. 

The  fyflem  of  politics  in  this  place  now 
took  an  entire  change ;  the  whole  of  Mr.  Flood's 
friends,  together  with  the  other  inhabitants,  who 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  £le£lion,  were  put 
upon  the  poor  rates,  and  Mr.  Harifon,  who  ' 
had  for  thirty  years  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
government,  and  been  the  acknowledged  patron 
of  the  borough,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  that  attend- 
ed his  late  management,  or  from  a  determination 
to  introduce  a  manager  of  lefs  fcruple  into  the 
dafliing  concerns  of  the  party,  was  treated  with 
coolnefs  by  the  treafury ;  but  as  he  ftill  retained 
the  abfolute  command  of  the  corporation,  which 
confided  of  a  bailiff,  three  jurats,  and  feventeen 
freemen,  matters  were  not  yet  quite  ripe  for 
•pcnly  infulting  and  difmifling  him. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Harben,  the  prefent  hero  of  thefe  pio- 
litical  myrmidons,  had  therefore  time  to  inveigle 
himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Harifon,  and 
by  an  oflFer,  apparently  liberal,  of  undertaking  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  reinflating  Mr.  Harifon's 
influence,  upon  being  permitted  to  (hare  with 
him  in  the  advantages  attached  to  it,  he  ob-. 
tained  the  purchafe  of  feveral  acres  of  land 
within  the  borough,  from  Mr.  Harifon's  eftate, 
onw  hich  he  foon  ereCled  a  (lately  houfe ;  and, 
having  once  got  an  e(labli(hment  within  the 
limits^of  its  privileges,  his  next  advance  was 
upon  the  corporation. 

This  body  confifted  moftly  of  revenue  of- 
ficers, whofe  places  were  all  finecures,  andiwerc 
originally  created  here,  as  in  the  other  Cinque 
Ports,  for  the  eftablifliment  of  a  government  inte- 
red.  Each  individual  owed  his  place  to  (he  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Harifon;  and  it  was  at 
firft  apprehended,  that  the  moral  tie  of  gratitude 
might  make  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  the  minds 
of  fome  of  them,  as  to  create  a  difficulty  in  the 
attempt,  of  not  only  detaching  them  from  the 
intered  of  their  benefaQtor,  but  in  inducing 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fupport  that  of  his 

avowed 
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fcvowed  opponent ;  for,  whenever  the  experiment 
was  made,  the  mafk  offriendfhtp  muff  be  taken 
off. 

Treasury  mandates  were  however  obtained, 
and  the  freemen  were  founded  one  by  one. 
On  the  Michaelmas  day  following  the  late  elec- 
tion defeat^  this  malter-piece  of  political  craft 
was  to  be  played  off. 

It  commenced  with  ele<Aing  a  creature  of 
Harifon*s,  but  who  was  now  privately  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  Harben>  into  the  office  of  bailiff,  and 
(hen  the  cloven  foot  appeared  in  Mr.  Harben's' 
being  propofed  to  be  ele£ted  a  freeman.  Mr. 
Harifon,  who  was  prefent,  fired  with  indignation 
at  the  plot  which  was  unfolding  itfel^  intreated 
the  freemen,' as  they  valued  ibeir  own  inlereft\ 
and  if  they  felt  a  fpark  of  attachment  to  him 
for  the  places  they  held,  or  the  patronage  he 
had  ever  afforded  them,  not  to  fuffer  this  at- 
tempt to  fucceed  againft  his  political  exiftencc, 
and  their  fecurity.  The  freemen,  however, 
heard  this  harangue  with  floic  apathy,  and,  when 

•  The  only  ippeat  to  thrir  fcelingi  wtucb  fcemed  to  make 
iDj  impreffion. 

the 
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die  queftion  was  put^  ta  a  man  vpied  ^akill)^ 
their  benefador  ! ! ! 

We  have  been  particular  in  our  relation  of. 
thefe  circumftances  of  political  perBdy,  in  order 
to  difplay  the|)crnicious  confequences,  which  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  borough  reprcfentation  muft 
have  upon  the  morals  of  the  parties  interefted  ; 
not  doubting  but  it  will  be  an  argument  of 
much  weight  with  the  eftabliflied  clergy,  whofc 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  good  govern«- 
ment^  will  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigour^  to 
obtain  that  reform  in  the  repreCpntation  of  the 
people,  which  is  fp  immediately  connected  wittt 
the  caufe  of  religion  and  morality^ 

Mr*  Harben  having  now  ere&ed  a  country 
feat  in  the  borough,  and  obtained  another  in 
the  corporation,  felt  his  importance  fufficiently 
eilablifhed  to  commence  open  hoftilities  wiiji 
HarifoD.  The  firft  aft  of  his  reign,  for  he  now 
became  the  avowed  and  oftenfible  agent  of  go« 
vernment,  was  to  procure  Mr.  HarHbn's  difmif- 
fion  from  the  finecure  places  of  fupervifor  of 
the  riding  officers,  and  captain  of  the  cuftom- 
koufe  boat,  worth  together  t/oi.  per  annum  i 

the 
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the  firft  of  whicli  he  difpofed  of  to  Thomas 
Chambers,  the  late  returning  officer,  and  the 
other  he  kept  open  For  the  moll  hungry  of  the 
oppoGte  party,  to  bitie  at  Mr.  Harifon'a  other 
finecure,  of  comptroller  of  cloth  and  petty  cuf- 
toms  in  the  port  of  London ;  which,  being  a  pa- 
tent place  for  life,  was  out  of  the  reach  of  Mr. 
Harben's  grafp. 

Mr.  Harbeh  was  not  all  this  while  negligent 
of  his  own  iniercft,  having  procured  the  excife  . 
of  the  eaftern  part  of  the  county  to  be  paid  into  . 
his  hands,  in  its  paflage  to  the  treafury,  (an  oh- 
JC&.  of  no  little  importance  to  a  country  banker}, 
and  obtained  the  place  of  receiver  general  of 
the  fiamp  duties  for  SulTex,  worth  600 1.  per 
annum  for  his  eldeft  Ton ;  his  next  care  was  to 
procure  the  office  of  warehoufe-keeper  of  the 
ftamp  office  in  London,  with  a  falary  of  200 1. 
per  annum  for  his  fecond  fon,  which  he  is  aU 
lowed  to  hold  as  a  finecure,  and  to  continue  his 
refidence  at  Lewes. 

From  this  period  to  the  prefent,  this  inflgni. 
ficant  little  place  has  exhibited  the  moft  difguft. 
ing  fcene  of  profligacy,  in  all  its  Ihades  of  dc> 

Vol.  Ill,  I  fonnity. 


formity.  Mn  Harifon  bad  the  merit  of  tnana^ 
ing  the  goveniment  influence,  in  its  political 
concerns,  without  perfecmion ;  but  from  this 
moment  fcarce  a  feffions,  aflizej  or  term  pafled^ 
without  indi&meots  for  aflaults,  inforinations 
againft  pretended  riots^  in  which  the  profccutorSi. 
were  always  fure  to  have  been  the  aggrefibrs, 
indiflments  for  perjury,  robbery,  and  every 
crime  which  malicious  ingenuity  could  give  a 
colourable  pretence  of  inftigating*    The  ex-^- 

* 

pence  and  ruin  brought  on  iadividuaLs  by  thefe 
means  is  inconceivable,  independent  of  the  diC* 
grace  and  mifery  that  the  moft  Innocent  mull 
fu£(er,  from  the  infamy  of  fuch  proceedings. 

In  oppofition  to  the  ireafury  influence,  and 
to  thefe  meafures  of  iniquity,  Mr.  James  Hur- 
dis,  a  gentleman  of  independent  fortune>  incor* 
ruptible  integrity,  and  pofleffing  a  mind  preg- 
nant with  the  mod  amiable  qualities,  at  bis  own 
private  expence,  not  only  oppofcd  the  torrent  of 
corruption,  which,  like  a  whirlwind,  was  fwaliow^ 
ing  every  thing  in  its  vortex,  but,  with  a  bene-* 
volence  correfponding  with  his  ftiperior  virtues^ 
became  the  advocate  of  the  opprefled,  and  in 
Ae  language  of  the  inimitable  Gray, 

^«  The  U^tlc  tyrant  o{  hi?  fields  withftopd.** 

•*  The 
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To  this  village  Hamden,  the  author,  with 
grateful  pride, acknowledges  hiJ  obligations;  to 
his  humanity  whole  families  owe  their  exiftencej 
to  his  liberality  the  impoverifhed  viftiin  of 
tyranhy  owes  his  refcue  from  the  jaws  of  a  prU 
fon  J  but  in  his  praife  the  higheft  panegyrick 
would  exhauft  ilfelf  in  vain,  for  he  has  a  fcnfibU 
lity  which  is  its  own  reward. 

WiTrt  Mr.  Hurdis,  every  gentleman  of  the 
borough,  excq>t  the  three  penGoned  jurats^  had 
the  honour  to  aft,  who  vainly  imagined  that 
it  was  poflible  to  preferve  fuch  a  iiandful  of 
Voters  from  the  influence  of  venality;  fcarce  a 
week  however  paffed,  without  fome  one  being 
detached  from  amongft  the  inferior  part  of  their 
intereft.  The  mode  of  corrupting  thefe  people 
was,  by  advancing  each  individual  a  fum  of  mo« 
ney  (not  lefs  than  fifty  pounds)  upon  bond;  of 
whwn,  while  they  continued  obfequious  to  their 
difiator,  neither  principal  nor  intereft  was  de- 
manded ;  but  the  moment  one  of  thofe  unfortu- 
nate men  prefumed  to  exercife  a  will  of  bis  own, 
the  bond  was  exacted  with  unexampled  rigour. 
Another  engine  of  undue  inHuenceas,  the  number 
i  2  of 


of  cuftom-houfc  and  finccure  places,  in  the  gift 
of  the  patron  of  this  borough. 

Our  readers  will  naturally  be  led  to  imagine^ 
from  the  number  of  tide-waiters,  boatmen,  &c. 
ivho  refide  here^  that  there  muil  be  a  harboAr 
commodious  for  fhipping;  that  the  imports  and 
exports  muft  be  great,  and  the  revenues  arifing 
from  them  to  government  proportionable  there- 
to; but  fo  far  is.  this  from  being  the  real  fitua* 
tion  of  the  place,  that  the  only  bufinefs  done  here 
throughout  the  whole  year,  is  the  difcharging  one 
folitary  c<irgo  of  coals.  Newhaven,  which  is  a 
conCderable  port,  where  much  bufinefs  is  don^ 
with  a  third  part  of  the  number  of  officers,  is  only 
four  miles  diilant  from  hence ;  a  convincing  proof 
that  thefe  vermin  are  fulFered  to  feed  on  the 
earnings  of  the  laborious  part  of  the  public,  only 
becaufe  their  influence  may  have  fome  weight  at 
the  eledion  of  the  tteafury  members.  The  pa- 
trohag^  of  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Newhaven,  onac* 
count  of  its  vicinity,  is  added  as  an  appendage  to 
the  treafury  agent  of  this  pi  ace. 

The  revenue  ofiices  of  Rotten  Dean,  Eaft 

Dean»  and  the  cuftom^^houfc  of  Eaft  Bourne,  are 

'  alfo 
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•Ifo  fupplied  with  placemen  from  amongft  the 
cleftors  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Harbek  being  ftitl  unable,  with  all  his 
influence,  to  afceitain  a  ITrength  that  would  con- 
-ititute  a  majority  of  the  ele<ftors,  had  recourte  to 
a<new  expedient,  which  was  not  only  contrary  to 
the  charter  of  the  borough,  but  to  its  cuftom. 
prai5lice,  and  conftitutionj  this  was,  to  create 
nineteen  non-refident  freemen^  which  Mr.  Harben 
and  his  advifers  were  weak  enough  to  believe, 
would  inveft  them  with  the  rights  of  eledlion. 
A  meeting  of  the  corporation  was  accordingly 
convened,  at  an  ale-houfe  in  the  borough,  when 
the  following  perfons  were  admitted  to  their 
freedom : 

I.  Hon.  Charles  Lenox,  nephew  to  the  duke 
of  Richmond. 

3.  Robert  Steele,  Efq.  brother  to  the  fecretaiy 
of  the  treafury. 

3.  Walker  Goldlmith,  brother  to  one  of  the 
jurats. 

4.  Heniy  Chambers,  ditto. 

5.  Nathaniel  Pain,  ditto.  " 

6.  Henry  Plaifted,  brothet  in  law  to  Harben. 

13  7.  Hatr/ 
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-    7.  Harry  Plaifted,  coufm  to  Harbcn, 
8.  James  Harbcn,  brother  to  ditto. 
9*  Robert  Rofaxn. 
IQ.  Rev.  William  Gwynnc,  of  Lewc5. 

11.  Rcv^  Arthur  Iredel,  a  relation  of  fcrjcani 
Kempe. 

12.  William  Green^  a  magiftratc  at  Lcwe^, 
and  crier  of  the  cpujt  of  King's-  B^nch. 

13.  Charles  Gilbert. 

1 4.  Philip  Mighilh 

15.  JohnCoggan. 

16.  Jaines  Broojcp,  brother  ijfi  law  XQ  Cfne  of 
(he  jurats. 

17.  Gabfiel  Burrowes,  father  to  the  ovcrfccr. 

1 8.  Richard  Talnpage,  an  itinerant  carpenter, 

1 9.  Richard  Thatcher,  bf othei*  ^n  Is^w  to  the 
(own  clef  k. 

Soon  after  whiqh  W^rc  added  thq  following : 

20.  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt ! !  I 

21.  Duice  of  Richniond  ! ! ! 

22.  John  Young,  a  jack-^fs  driver. 

13.  William  Chambers,  brother  to  two  of  the 
jurats. 

The  jurats  in  the  above  lift  were  non-rcfi- 
dents,  and  ftledlc^  froip  different  parts  of  the 

kingdom. 

The 
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The  Kfident  freemen  and  jurats,  forming  a  lift . 
equally  cunous,  it  may  not  be  amifa  to  add  them 
in  thii  place. 

JURATS. 

I.  Th(HnisCbamben,  bailiff,  fupervifor  of  the 
riding  officers,  150I.  per  annum. 

3.  James  Chambers,  brother  to  the  former. 

3.  William  Chambers,  ditto,  a  patent  waiter 
in  the  cuftoms  of  the  port  of  London,  ijol.  per 
annum,  refides  at  filetchingdon,  and  carries  on 
the  butinefs  of  a  farmer. 

4.  Thomas  Harben,  who  refides  at  Lewes,  has 
the  public  taxes  paid  into  his  bank,  and  his  twd 
(tdetl  fons  have  places  worth  800I.  per  annum. 

5.  Duke  of  Richmond,  maftcr  general  of  tht 
ordnance,  Szc.  &c.  &c.  who  never  was  within  the 
borough  but  once. 

6.  Lancelot  Harifon,  refiding  at  Brighthelmr 
ftone,  comptroller  of  cloth  and  peuy  cuftoins  in 
[he  port  of  London,  2Qq1.  per  annum. 

7.  Robert  Stone,  a  tenant  of  lord  Pclham* 

FREEMEN, 

8.  Sir  James  Peachcy,  mafter  of  the  robes  to 
the  king. 

i  4  9.  Chatficld 
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9-  Chatficid  Turner,  town  clerk,  who  refides  at 
Lewes,  and  is  faid  to  be  a  rider,  at  i col.  per  an« 
num,  upon  a  revenue  officer. 

10.  Thomas  H.  Harben,  fon  of  the  jurat,  and 
colledor  of  ftamp^duties,  6ool.  per  annum. 

1 1  •  Jofeph  Stevens,  mate  of  the  revenue  boat^ 
6oL  per  annum,  but  a  landfman. 

12.  Charles  Wood,  a  fuperannuated  revenue 
officer,  who  has  refigned  his  pay  to  be  maintained 
bytheparifh. 

13.  Henry  Bean,  a  riding  officer,  60I.  per 
annum. 

14.  William  Baker,  ditto,  and  brother-in-law 
to  the  bailiff. 

15.  Thomas  Wood,  a  boat-man,  30I.  per 
annum. 

16.  John  Wood,  fen.  nicknamed  Roper,  a 
boat-man,  30 1.  per  annum,  and  bully  to  the  cor-^ 
pofation. 

17.  John  Hood,  a  fchbolmailer,  and  an  honeft 
snan. 

1 8«  Thomas  Hughes,  a  fuperannuated  boat- 
man. 

19.  Samuel  Sage,  fen.  a  broken  tide-waiter, 
and  beggar-whipper  to  the  magiftrates. 

20.  Thomas  Holman,  an  induflrious  labourer. 

21.  Robert 
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3r.  Robert  Speannan  Bates,  a  well  known 
Eaft-India  captain,  refident  at  Lymington. 

33.  Thomas  Simmons,  a  bricklayer,  and  a 
boatman,  30L  per  annum. 

33.  William  Simmons,  father  to  the  former. 

14.  John  Simmons. 

35.  William  Wood,  fon  to  John  Woodj  « 
bum-bailifF,  nicknamed  Tippler. 

a6.  William  Haniier,  jun.  cow-boy; 

a^.  Henry  Futland,  a  drunken  diforderljr  fd*  • 
low. 

38.  John  Wood,  jun.  brother  to  Tippler. 

39.  Thomas  Verral. 

30.  John  Gorringe,  the  perfon  reprimanded 
by  the  conmiittee  of  the  houle  of  commons  for 
prevarication. 

31.  Arthur  Hughes  fon  to  Thomas  Hughes. 
33.  Jofeph  Stevens,  juiv    Ion  to   the  mao^ 

No.  n. 

33.  William  Hide,  nickiumed  Turpin,  oC 
fiftant  to  Chambers  the  bailiif,  30I.  per  annum. . 

34.  Mr.  Se^eant  Kempe,  recorder  of  this  bo- 
rough. 

The  intereft  of  Mr.  Harben,  with  the  aC 

fiftance  of  £0  many  non-refidcnt  freemen,  not 

being 
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being  yet  deeified  fccure,  another  ^xpedibnc  was 
reforted  to.  Twenty-fix  perfons,  moft  of  whom 
trerc  in  Ihc  employment  of  Mn  HaAert>  as 
diggers  of  chalk,  at  eight  (hillings  per  week  fach^ 
were  brought  into  the  borough  on  the  eve  of 
Chriftmas  day,  1 789 ;  when,  a  new  poor  tate  be-, 
^g  timde  the  fame  evening,  every  one  of  diem 
were  taxed  for  fiich  hoiifes  as  wero  occupied  by 
widows,  cuftom  houfe  officers  who  could  not 
▼ote,  or  freemen  whom  tliey  pfcfumed  b^d  a  Tight 
pf  fuffrages  by  virtue  of  their  freedom  ;  and-ona 
wa$  rated  for  the  poor  IiQiTfc  of  the  pari fti 

These  twcnty^fix  chalk  diggers,  together  with 
did  twenty-four  non-refident  freemen,  making 
together  fitty  furreptitious  votes,  slnwunted  ta 
XtiOtt  than  half  of  the  whole  number  of  legal 
electors  in  the  borough;  and  if  a  returning  officer 
could  be  found  to  admit  perfons  of  fuch  dc- 
fcriptions  to  poll,  little  doubt  could  he  now  en- 
tertained of  the  treafury  party  fqccecding  at  the 
unfiling  eIc<ftion,  as  far  at  kaft  as  obtaiining  (he 
return. 

The  diflblunon  of  parlianicnt  happened  to 

to  take  place  fevenkcn  days  before  the  ^x  mantbs 

r(fidence^ 
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'V40denee^  reqtiircd  by  the  Ifetute  of  26  George  11!, 
chap.  100,  was  completed;  irt  confcquencc  of 
which  the  trcalliry  junto  found  thcmfplvcs  iiv, 
volved  in  what  appeared  to  be  an  inCurmounta- 
ble  dilemma.  The  craft  and  contrivancp  of  theit 
managers,  however,  hit  upon  a  fcheme  for  evtrii 
eating  them.  The  returning  <Jfficer  was  not 
compelied.  by  Uw,  to  proceed  to  eleftioii  till  the 
eighth  day  after  proclamation,  which  happening 
(o  be  Saturday,  aij  adjournmept  took  place  till 
Monday  j  which  manceuvre  carried  them  ovcf 
CO  the  tenth  day,  when  it  was  agreed  to  difpolt 
pf  the  remaining  feveti  in  the  follovring  manner, 

Thi  candidates  to  infift  on  the  fix  oaths  re- 
quired by  ftatute  *,  being  adminiftered  to  each 
voter,  which  would  take  up  half  an  hour  in  re.1 
peating  by  e^h  individual. 

The  candidates  and  the  counfel  toobjeQ  to 
tvcry  Tpter,  objejftionable  or  not,  and  to  make  a 
fpecchof  half  an  hour  each  on  his  ineligibility; 

*  I.  patb  of  allegiance.  2.  Oath  of  rapmnacy.  3.  De^ 
Gbmioa  of  uft.  4.  Oatfa  of  iljaration.  5.  Oath  of  rcfi- 
^Dcc.    fi.  Bribery  oath, 

J  whicln 


f4P  sbafoed; 

which  mode  would  occupy  one  hour  and  a  half 
more  upon  each  vote  feparately. 

Under  thefe  obftacles^  it  was  deemed  impolli* 
ble  to  poll  more  than  four  votes  each  day»  tUI 
the  feven  days  were  expired ;  at  which  time  the 
fix  and  twenty  chalk  diggers  might  be  brought 
forward,  and  polled^  as  having  completed  their 
fix  months  refidence. 

This  plan  was  aQually  put  in  practice,  and 
this  ridiculous  and  reproachful  farce  was  abfo« 
lutely  played  off*  for  the  whole  feven  days. 

The  fcene  exhibited,  candidates  fpeaking 
againft  time^  counfel  pleading  againft  law, 
clergymen  abjuring  popery,  and  the  immaculate 
ele6tors  of  Seaford  purging  themfelves  of  bri-^ 
bery  and  corruption. 

The  feven  days  being  at  laft  got  over  by  this 
management,  the  fix  and  twenty  chalk  diggers 
were  brought  forward  on  the  eighth  day,  and 
every  one  of  whom  were  admitted  to  poll,  and 
received  as  good  votes^  by  the  returning  officer. 

FOURTEEH 
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FoDRTEBw  of  the  voters  in  Mr.  Pdhani'a  in- 
tereft  were  rcjedted  j  tiiw  houfekeepen,  who  had 
lived  fevcral  years  in  the  borough,  but  whoie  po- 
litical fentiments  not  correfponding  with  thole 
of  the  parifh  officers,  had  hot  been  aflefled^  to 
the  poor  lace,  though  they  had  frequently  ap. 
pealed  to  the  Seaford  feflions  to  be  admitted  to 
pay  ihcic  taxes ;  /our  for  not  having  their  name* 
marked  in  the  poor  book,  as  having  paid  the 
laft  ratt,  one  of  whom  was  a  gentleman  poC- 
fefling  at  leaft  a  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  ptx)> 
petty,  and  who  had  been  a  houfekceper  fix  and 
twenty  years  in  the  place  i  and  one  for  having 
mwtd  Ota  of  m  old  r^dence  into  a  new  one  faue  the 
Making  qf^tbe  poor  rate. 

The  poHj  thus  favoured  on  one  fide,  and  Icra- 
tinized  on  the  other,  appeared  co  contain  the 
foUowii^  numbers: 

For  the  minillerial  candidates, 
John  Sargent,  Efq.     92 
R.P.Joddrcll.Efq.  91 

For  the  oppofition  candidates. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter    48 
John  Tarleton,  Efq.     4S 

A  PETI- 
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A  PETITION  was  prefenced  to  parliament:  by 
feir  Godfrey  Webftcr  and  Mr..  Tarl^tpn,  immeji 
tliately  dn  iu  meetings  cdmplaining  of  the  above 
Ireturn^and  the  partiality  of  the  returnitig  of« 
^cKbi^^  which  did  riot  come  t6  a  hearing  till 
JMarchlaft;  when  the  twenty*fournbn-refideri€ 
freemen^  and  the  twenty-flx  chalk  diggers,  were 
declared  bad  votes,  and  drdcrcd  lo  be  (truck 
from  off  the  poll>  without  fubjefting  the  prti-* 
tioner/!  to  the  trouble  of  examining  a  fingl^f 
uitnefs* 

Tnt  poll  of  Sargent  and  joddrell  was  ntiw  ±e^ 
4uced  to  firty^two  and  foiiy^one ;  and  the  pcti^- 
tidners  proceeded  to  add  nine  to  thcil*  own  poll^ 
who  were  houfekccpers  within  the  borough,  and 
though  not  aflcfled  td  the  poor  rate,  lidd  paid  the 
church  andjking!s  taxes,  and  had  appealed  againft 
all  the  poor  rates  whic];)  had  been  made  for  feve-^ 
ral  years,  in  confequertce  qf  their  names  having 
been  omitted^  It  appeared,  however,  that  their 
laft  appeal,  cither  by  mifiake  or  negletl^  had  not 
been  entered  on  the  record  of  the  feflions,  the 
committee  refufed  to  hear  evidenoc  tq  prpve 
their  rateabijity. 
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THE^omifel  for  the  petitioners  next  attempted 
to  ellahlifb  the  four  votes  who  had  been  reje£ted 
for  not  paying  to  the  laft  rate,  preceduig  the 
cte&ioD  to  which  they  had  been  afreffed.  The 
committee,  however,  cotKrary  to  general  expec- 
tation, refufed  to  allow  them. 

The  laft  attempt  of  the  petitioners  was,  to  ef- 
tabtifli  the  vote  of  the  man  who  had  been  rejc^ 
cdby  the  returning  officer,  for  having  changed 
his  dwelling4]oufe  between  the  time  of  making 
the  rate  and  the  eleSion.  In  this  they  fuc- 
ceeded. 

The  fitting  members  now  opened  their  cafe, 
and  objected  to  nineteen  votes  of  the  pfclitioner>» 
upon  grounds  which  appeared  fo  very  frivo- 
ioui^  that  had  complete  evidence  been  brought 
up  to  eftabliOi  their  validity,  the  author  is  per-- 
fiiaded.  that  not  one  of  them  could  have  been 
deemed  ineligible;  however,  upon  fumming 
up  the  evidence,  the  committee  determined 
againft  feven  of  them,  which  put  one  of  the  fit- 
ting members  upon  an  equality  vith  one  of  ^e 
petitioners,  and  lo&  Sir  Godfrey  Webftcr  bis 
feat. 

Out 


Oke  of  the  eleftors  having  polled  for  Sar* 
gent  and  Tarleton,  and  a  fecond  for  Wcbfter 
only»  the  latter  was  one  of  the  votes  difallowed 
by  the  committee,  which  gave  the  majority  of 
^ne  to  Sargent  and  Tarleton. 

Thb  committee,  therefore,   reported  to  the 
Iioufe^  on  the  19th  March,  1792, 

^  That  John  Sargent,  Efq.  one  of  the  fitting 
^    members,  and  John  Tarleton,  Efq.  one  of  the 
petitioners,  were  duly  elefted.'* 

The  committee,  at  the  fame  time^  reported 
fjpecially, 

*«  That  the  right  of  eleftion  for  the  port  and 
borough  of  Seaford,  in  the  county  of  Suflex,  is 
in  the  inhabitants  houfe-keepers  of  the  faid 
town  and  port,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  tbem 
cnly 

By  this  laft  refolution,  the  corporation,  con-. 

filling  of  a  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen,  which  Mr. 

HaAcn,  with  fo  much  difficulty  and  expencc, 

6  had 
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)iid  attached  to  his  intereft^  are  ihtirelylhut  out 
from  all  eleflion  rights  wiihin  the  borough  of 
Seaford,  and  the  privilege  13  veiled  where  the 
conftitution  originally  placed  it;  in  the  inhabi- 
tants boufekeepers,  paying  fcot  and  and  lot. 

The  Hght  hbn.  Thomas  Pelham,  who  may 
now  be  confldercd  as  the  patron  of  this 
borough,  both  frorti  the  influence  of  property, 
and  the  perfonal  affeftions  of  the  people,  might, 
at  ahy  period,  haVe  fupplanted  that  of  Mr.  Har- 
bet),  had  he  condefcended  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  fame  means. 

The  cDrporatioh,  to  the  author's  own  know- 
ledge, made  an  offer  of  their  fervices  to  Mn 
Pelham,  which  that  gentleman  never  honoured 
with  ananfwen 

Mr.  Harben,  fince  he  hasTuperfeded  Mr* 
Harifon  in  the  confidence  of  the  treafury,  has 
had  the  reconimendation  to  places  in  the  gift  of 
government,  to  the  amount  of  near  twothoufand 
pounds  per  annumi  Amongft  the  perfons  moll 
favoured  arc  his  own  fons,  and  Wefl,  Martin, 
and  Burrowes,  the  overfeers,  who  were  the 
Vol.  in.  k  framers 
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framers  of  the  poor  rates  which  have  beeft  the 
fubjca  of  fo  much  litigation,  expence,  and  op- 
preffion. 

m 

RiGHt  OF  Election. 

Resolvkb,  that  the  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen^ 
have  noi  only  voices  in  ele£lions,  but  that  the 
eledion  is  in  the  populacy.     loth  Feb.  1670. 

That  by  the  word  populacy  is  meant,  inhabi- 
tants houfe*keepers,  paying  fcot  and  lot.  Dec. 
15,1761. 

To  refufe  the  admiflion  of  evidence,  in  order 
to  ihew,  that  in  the  above  determinations  of  the 
houfe,  the  words  "  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen," 
mean  '^  fuch  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen  only, 
as  are  refident  within  the  faid  town  and  port.'* 
10  Dec.  1761. 

That  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  inhabi- 
tants houfe-keepers  of  the  faid  town  aiid  port, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  them  only.  .19  March, 
1792. 

NUM- 


ui 


Number  OF  voters. 

Ere  HTY- THREE. 

Returning  officer. 
Th£  bailifF;  who  ought  to  be  chofen  by  the 
tenants  and  inhabitants,  refident  and  abiding,  on 
Michaelmas-day  in  every  year. 


iJispuTED  between  the  right  hon.  Thomas 
Pelham  and  the  treafuiy. 

Ancient  State. 
Seaford  was  formerly  a  large  toVh,  and  had 
four  churches  and  chapels,  till  it  was  burnt  by 
the  enemy.  It  is  now  only  a  fmall  filhing  place> 
defended  by  a  weak  fort,  ereSed  rather  for 
political  than  military  purpofes. 

This  place  having  fent  members  }6  and  30 
Edward  I.  16  and  19  Edward  II.  18,  20, 
and  21   Richard  II.  and    i   Edward  IV.  not 


as  a  port,  but  as  a  borough,  ceafed  (ending  till 
it  was  reftored  i6  Charles  I.  1640;  when  it  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 


CORPORATIOK. 


Consists  of  a  bailiff,  twelve  jurats,  (which 
are  generally  half  or  two-thirds  kept  racanf) 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen. 


HISTORY 


HISTORY 


WELCH    BOROUGHS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


T5Y  an  aft  of  parliament  made  27  Henry  VIII. 
-'-'  the  twelve  counties,  and  as  many  towns  in 
Wales,  were  imprivikged  to  fend  members  to  par- 
liament. The  boroughs  of  Beaumaris,  Radnor 
and  Montgomery  can  alone  be  faid  to  be  under 
abfolute  controul.  The  influence  which  prevails 
in  the  other  towns,  is  not  the  produce  of  corrup- 
tion, but  arifes  from  the  popularity  and  hofpita- 
lity  of  men  of  confiderable  property,  whofe  refi- 
dences  are  contiguous  to  them,  and  who  are  ready 
10  ferve  them  with  that  alTiftance  and  advice, 
which  the  exigences  of  their  fituation  may  re- 
voL.  III.  ^  [B]  quire. 


(  ^  ) 

quire.  An  inftance  of  bribery  is  very  uncommon 
among  them,  nor  are  their  morals  debauched  by- 
frequent  invitations  to  eledion  treats,  which  are 
the  parents  of  drunkennefs,  idlenefs  and  diffipa-i 
tion,  and  in  their  confequences  more  generally 
pernicious  to  fociety  than  any  evil  which  exifts  in 
it.  Unaccuftomed  to  depend  upon  the  precarious 
fubfiftence,  which  they  may  derive  from  a  fale  of 
their  votes,  they  are  continually  exercifed  in  being 
ufeful  to  the  community,  by  the  laborious  em- 
ployments in  which  they  are  engaged.  Unlike 
the  inhabitants  of  the  rotten  boroughs,  who  enjoy 
at  one  time  the  extreme  of  luxury,  and  at  another 
are  reduced  to  the  moft  abjed  poverty,  they  divide 
amongft  their  families  the  hard,  but  well  earned 
fruits  of  their  labour  and  their  induftry. 


ANGLESEA. 
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ANGLESEA. 

Political  Character. 

THE  reprcfcntation  of  this  county  was  warmly 
contefted  in  1784,  between  Mr.  Bayley,  fup- 
ported  by  tlie  intereft  of  his  bi'  li*"r,  the  Earl  of 
Uxbridge,  and  Mr.  Meyrick,  by  that  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Bulkeley;  the  former  of  whom  was  then 
fuccefsful.  But  thefe  two  noblemen  have  agreed 
fincc  that  time  not  to  oppofe  each  other,  either 
in  this  county  or  Carnarvon ;  fo  that  the  influence 
of  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge  returns  the  member  for 
Anglefca  without  oppofition,  and  Lord  Vifcount 
Bulkeley,  unmolefted,  procures  the  return  of  a 
reprefentative  of  his  recommendation  for  Carnar- 
vonfliire. 

Ancient  State. 
Ahglesea  obtained  its  name  to  the  reign  cf 
Edward  I.  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  EngUlh, 
who  called  it  Englefea  and  Anglefey  (the  EngliOi 
Ifland).  It  was  called  by  the  Romans,  Mona^ 
by  the  Britons,  M6n,  and  Fir  M6n;  and,  by  the 
Saxons,  Moneg.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of 
Canterbuiy,  and  diocefe  of  Bangor }  containing 
[B2]  fix 
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fix  hundreds,  two  market-towns,  and  feventy-r 
four  pariflies;  extending  thirty  miles  in  length 
and  twenty-fix  in  breadth.  It  is  feparated  fron^ 
the  continent  by  a  narrow  ftrait,  called  the  River 
of  Menai,  and  is  furrounded  by  the  Irifli  Sea. 

This  ifland  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  for  the  county,  the  other  for  Beaumaris  s 
and  gives  thp  tijle  of  Eiarl  to  the  family  of  Aiirr 
nefley. 


BEAUMARIS. 


Political  CnARACTERr 

THIS  town  is  the  only  place  in  Wales  where 
the  right  of  cleftion  is  confined  to  the  corporation 
only,  which  confifts  of  twenty-four  members ;  fo 
that  thirteen  perfons,  which  form  a  majority  of  thefe 
twenty-four,  return  the  member  for  this  county- 
town.  This  body  corporate  is  under  the  fole  in- 
fluence and  diredion  of  Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley. 

Ancient  State. 

This  town,  which  is  fo  called  from  the  French 
word  Beaumaris^  fignifying  a  beauHful  morafs^  was 

founde4 
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founded  by  Edward  I.  who  changed  the  name 
from  Bonover,  and  fortified  it  with  a  caftle,  Oow 
belonging  to  the  crown.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  Strait  Menai,  in  the  road  to 
Holyhead,  at  the  diftance  of  241  miles  from 
London. 

By-aft  of  27  Henry  VIII.  the  twelve  counties, 
and  as  many  towns  in  Wales,  were  imprivilcged 
and  fummoned  to  fetid  members  to  parliament. 
The  firft  .returns  for  the  borough  of  this  county 
were,  33  Hen.  VIII.  and  1  Edw.  VI.  for  Newbo-  . 
rough,  now  a  poor  decayed  village;  *hich  being 
exempted  by  aft  2  Edw.  VI.  have  ever  fince  been 
limited  to  Beaumaris. 

Corporation. 
By  charter  of  incorporation  of  4  Eliz.  it  con- 
fifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  and  twenty- 
one  burgefTes. 

Right  of  Election. 
1709,  18  Feb.   1729,  3  Mar.    In  the  mayor, 
t^ailifls,  and  Capital  burgefles  of  Beaumaris  only. 

Number  of  Voterb. 
Twenty-four. 

[B3]  RET0RNINO 


6  brecon   county* 

Returning  Officer^ 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Lord  Vifcount  Bulkelcy. 


BRECON   COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  principal  intereft  in  this  county  is  iri 
John  Morgan  of  Tredegar,  Efq.  member 
for  the  county  of  Monmouth.  The  immenfe  pro* 
perty  of  this  gentleman  and  his  anceftors,  is  diftin-* 
guilhable  in  the  political  hiftory  of  Monmouth-^ 
lliire,  ever  fince  it  firft  fent  reprefentatives  to  par- 
liament ;  but  it  commenced  in  this  county  about 
the  time  of  Charles  I. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  is  a  part  of  South  Wales, 
is  fuppofed  to  have  received  its  name  from  the 
Welch  word  Brycheinog,  derived,  by  fome  au- 
thors, from  Brechanius,  an  ancient  Britilh  prince 

of 


of  the  country.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  St.  David;  contain- 
ing fix  hundreds,  four  market-towns,  and  fixty- 
one  parilhes ;  extending,  in  length,  about  thirty- 
nine  miles,  in  breadth,  twenty-feven,  and  one 
hundred  and  nine  in  circumference. 

This  county  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  for  the  county,  and  the  other  for  the 
town  of  Brecon. 


BRECON  TOWN. 


Political  Character. 
THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  town  is  not  con- 
Hned,  as  at  Beaumaris,  to  a  feletft  corporation, 
confifting  of  twenty-four  individuals,  but  extends 
lo  the  bui^efles  at  large  of  the  town  of  Brecon, 
who  are  upwards  of  three  hundred  in  number. 
The  lame  intereft  which  diredts  the  political  bias 
of  the  county,  prevails  alfo  in  this  town. 

Ancient  State. 
Brecon,  or  Brecknock,  which  was  called  by 
the  Britons,  Aber-hondhy,  owing  to  its  licuation 
[B4]  at 
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at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Hondhy  and  U{k> 
is  a  corporate  town,  divided  into  eleven  wards. 
It  contains  three  parifli  churches,  one  of  which 
is  Collegiate.  That  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Ro- 
mans is  evident,  from  feveral  coins  of  their  em- 
perors, as  well  as  many  Roman  bricks  having 
been  difcovered  at  a  Roman  camp  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Barnard  deNewmarch 
founded  a  priory  for  Benediftine  Monks,  which 
he  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  and 
made  fubordinate  to  Battle  Abbey,  in  Suflfex. 
Henry  VIII.  re.- founded  it  as  a  parifli  church, 
with  fourteen  prebendaries,  which  he  tranflated 
from  Aber-Giviley,  in  Caermarthenfliire.  In  the 
reign  of  William  Rufus,  the  before-named  Bar- 
nard de  Newmarch,  who  was  the  conqueror  of 
this  county,  built  a  magnificent  caftle,  which  was 
afterwards  repaired  by  the  Brufes  and  Bohuns. 
Dr.  Morton,  Biftiop  of  Ely,  was  confined  in  this 
caftle  by  the  Proteftor  Richard,  afterwards  Ri- 
chard III.  and  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  Staf- 
ford, Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  procured  Ri- 
chard the  crown.  But  the  king  foon  afterwards 
taking  a  difguft  to  the  duke,  he  entered  into  a 
league  with  the  bifliop  his  prifoner,  to  contrive 

his 


B  It  E  C  O  K.  9 

his  overthrow,  which  was  foon  after  compleated, 
when  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry 
VII.  was  promoted  to  the  crown  in  his  ftead. 

This  town,  which,  without  conjunftion  with 
any  other,  fends  one  burgefs  to  parliament,  was. 
tncoiponited  anno  1$^$,  ia  the  fecond  year  of 
Queen  Mary's  reign. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  twelve  aldermen,  and 
fifteen  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  corporation  and  free  bui^elTes. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Near  three  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron. 
John  Morgan,  Efq. 


CARDIGAN 
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CARDIGAN  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

'TT^HE  influence  which  prevails  in  this  county 
-■-  is  that  of  the  Earl  of  Liiburne  and  John 
Campbell,  Efq.  of  Stackpole  Court,  in  f  em- 
brokefliire.  The  Earl  of  Liiburne  has  the  leading 
iptercft,  and  has  for  many  years  been  returned 
without  oppofition. 

Ancient  State. 

• 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  From  the 
town  of  Cardigan,  is  called  by  the  Welch  Sir 
Aber  Teivy,  and  lies  along  the  Irifli  Sea,  which 
bounds  it  on  the  weft.  It  i$  fituated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of  St.  David;  is 
divided  into  five  hundreds,  containing  fix  market 
towns,  and  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  knight  of  the  Ihire,  and  one  burgefs  for 
Cardigan. 

This  place  was  formerly  famous  for  its  filvcr 
mines,  which  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  were 
worked  to  great  advantage  by  a  company  of  Ger- 
mans.    In  the  reign  of  James  I.  Sir  Hugh  Mid- 

dleton 
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dleton.  made  a  vaft  fortune  from  thefe  mines, 
which  he  afterwards  fpent  in  bringing  the  New 
River  water  to  London.  After  him  a  Mr.  Eufhel 
gained  fiich  immenfe  fums  here,  that  Charles  I. 
allowed  him  to  fet  up  a  mint  for  the  conve- 
nience of  paying  his  workmen ;  in  return  for 
which,  it  is  faid,  that  he  made  that  king  a  pre- 
fent  of  a,  regiment  of  horfe  in  the  civil  wars, 
clothed  his  whole  army,  and  lent  him  40,000!. 
The  mine  adventurers  after  this  expended  con- 
fiderable  fums  of  money,  and  fucceeded  very  well, 
till  they  fell  out  among  themfelves,  which  has  not 
only  been  a  hindrance  to  the  working  thefe  minei, 
but  to  mining  in  general. 


CARDIGAN. 


Political  Character. 
THE  member  of  parliament  for  this  place  i& 
elefted  by  the  but^effes  at  lai^e  of  this  town,  in 
conjunftion  with  thofe  of  the  oudying  borou^S 
of  Aberyftwith,  Lampeter,  and  Adpar,  amount- 
ii^  in  rfie  whole  to  twelve  hvmdred  voters.  The 
principal  interefl  in  thofe  feveral  boroughs  is  that 
of  Thomas  J<rfmes,  Efq.  of  Croft  Caftle,  in  the 
county 
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county  of  Hereford,  John  Adams,  Efq.  Edward 
Loveden  Loveden,  Efq.  of  Bufcot,  in  the  county 
of  Berks,  and  Thomas  Powel,  Efq.  of  Nanteis. 

Ancient  State. 

This  town  is  fituated  near  the  weftern  extremity 
cf  the  county,  and  is  called  by  the  Welch  Aber 
Teivy,  from  its  fituation  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Teivy.  Whence  the  name  of  Cardigan  is  derived 
i^  not  yet  difcovered ;  however,  it  gives  the  title 
of  Earl  to  the  family  of  Brudenel.  About  the 
jear  1160  Gilbert  de  Clare  built  a  large  caftle 
here,  which  was  afterwards  deftroyed  by  Rhees  ap 
Gryffyth,  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen- 
There  was  alfo  a  priory  of  black  monks,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  and  fubordinate  to  the  abbey  of 
Chertfey,  in  Surrey. 

In  the  year  1136  the  Welch  obtained  a  com- 
plete vidory  near  this  town  over  the  Englifh 
army,  commanded  by  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chefter. 
In  this  battle  the  EngliQi  foldiers  were  ftruck 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they  fufFered  themfelves  . 
to  be  taken  prifoners  by  the  women  ^  the  general, 
^ith  a  very  few  men,  finding,  it  difficult  to  make 
his  efcape. 

r 
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Corporation. 
By  charter  of  25  Eliz.  it  conTiIls  of  a  mayor, 
two  bailifis,  and  twelve  aldermen. 

Right  op  Election. 
1730,  7  May.     Is  in  the  burgelTes  at  large,  of 
the  boroughs  of  Cardigan,  Aberyflwith,  Lam- 
peter, and  Atpar,  only. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Upwards  of  twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Thomas  Johnes,  £f^. 


CAERMAR* 
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CAERMARTHEN  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  principally  under  thelntereft 
of  Lady  Cecil  Rice  de  Cardonnel,  Baronefs 
Dinevor  in  her  own  right.  The  popularity  which 
George  Rice,  Efq.  that  lady's  huftand,  acquired 
during  his  life-time,  induced  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  to  eledt  his  fon,  the  Honourable 
George  Talbot  Rice,  at  the  laft  general  eleftion, 
without  any  expencc,  and  in  preference  to  their 
late  member,  Sir  William  Manfel. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
town  of  Caermarthen,  or,  as  the  Welch  call  it, 
Kaer  Vyrdhin,  is  a  maritime  county,  bounded  on 
the  north,  by  Cardiganlhire,  on  the  fouth,  by  St. 
George's  Channel  and  the  Severn,  on  the  eaft, 
by  Brecknockfliire  and  Glamorganfliire,  and  on 
the  weft,  by  Pembrokefhire.  It  is  fituated  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of  St.  David; 
and  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  containing 
eighty-feven  pariflies  and  eight  market  towns,  ex- 
tending in  length  about  thirty-five  miles,  in  breadth 

twenty. 
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twenty,  and  one  hundred  and  two 'in  circumfe- 
rence. It  fends  two  members  to  parliament,  viz. 
one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the  town  of  Caer- 
marthen ;  and  gives  the  title  of  Marquis  to  th» 
family  of  Olborne. 


CAERMARTHEN. 


Political  Character. 
THIS  town,  which  is  under  the  influence 
of  John  George  Philipps,  Efq.  of  Cumgwilly, 
is  remarkable  for  the  illegal  and  unconflitu- 
tional  interference  of  a  right  reverend  Biftiop, 
in  the  eledion  of  irs  reprefentative ;  but  as 
diere  was  no  formal  complaint  brought  againft 
him  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  efcaped  thole 
confequenccs  which  bcfel  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefter 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  for  an  attempt  to  pre- 
judice the  freeholders  of  that  county  againft  Sir 
John  Packington,  who  was  at  that  time  a  candi- 
date to  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  Mr.  Philipps, 
the  prefent  member,  had,  by  the  vote  which  he 
gave  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Teft  Ad:,  fo 
much  incenfed  his  lordlhip,  as  to  induce  him  to 
write  circular  letters  to  the  clei^,  who  had  votes 

for 
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for  the  eleftion  of  members  of  parliament.  Hating 
the  imminent  danger  the  church  would  be  re- 
tluced  to  by  the  repeal  of  this  Aft,  and  requefting 
that  tlicy  would  ftrenuoufly  exert  themfelves  in 
oppofing  fuch  candidates  as  were  friendly  to  this 
meafure.  Sir  William  Manfel,  who  was  the  mem- 
ber for  the  county,  and  voted  againft  the  repeal, 
thought  proper  to  decline  a  conteft  at  the  laft  ge- 
neral eleftioa  with  fo  powerful  an  adverfary  as 
the  Honourable  George  Talbot  Rice,  of  Dinevor  ^ 
but  be  entertained  hopes  of  fuccefs  with  a  greater 
degree  of  probability  in  the  borough,  when  af- 
fifted  with  the  abilities  and  advice  of  his  fpiritual 
guide  and  direftor.  However,  neither  the  threats 
nor  intreaties  of  this  great  pillar  of  the  church, 
were  finally  produftive  of  any  good  confequences, 
as  Sir  W.  Manfel  declined  the  poll,  and  Mr.  Phi- 
lipps  was  chofen  without  oppofition. 

Ancient  State. 

Caermarthen,  which  is  a  place  of  great  an-» 
tiquity,  and  the  capital  of  the  county,  was  called 
by  Ptolemy,  Maridunum,  but  by  Antoninus, 
Muridunum,  both  evident  corruptions  of  the 
name  above-mentioned  ;  it  being  cuftoipary  with 
the  Romans  to  fubHitute,  on  fome  occafions,  the 
letter  M  or  V. 

This 
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This  town  was  formerly  reckoned  the  capital  of 
all  Wales,  and  the  Ancient  Britons  made  it  the 
feat  of  their  parliaments,  or  aflemblies  of  wife 
men.  When  the  eldeft  fons  of  our  kings  became 
princes  of  Wales,  they  fixed  the  chancery  and 
exchequer,  for  the  fouth  part  of  dieir  principality, 
at  this  place,  where  they  continued  till  thejurif- 
di<Sion  of  the  court  and  marches  of  Wales  were 
taken  away. 

This  place  IS  famous,  among  Olhet  things,  for 
the  birth  of  the  wife  Merlin,  which  happened 
about  the  year  480.  Before  the  year  1 148,  there 
was  a  priory  erefted  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town, 
for  fix  black  canons,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John 
the  Evangelift,  of  which  the  ruins  are  Hill  vifible. 
There  was  alfo  a  houfe  of  grey  friars. 

Corporation* 

It  is  goveriied  by  a  mayor,  fecorder,  two 
nierifTs,  and  twenty  common-councilmen,  out  of 
which  the  mayor  is  chofen,  who  is  ever  after  re- 
puted an  alderman.  By  charter  of  James  I.  it  alfo 
coiififts  of  a  fword^bcaref. 

Vol.  IU.  [C]  Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

17 '2 7,  7  Mar.     Is  in  the  burgefles  of  the  faid 
borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Near  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  (heriffs. 

Patron. 
J.  G.  PhUlips,  Efq. 


CAERNARVON  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  leading  intereft  in  this  county  is  like 
that  of  Anglefea,  between  the  Earl  of  Ux- 
bridge,  and  Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley ;  but  thefe 
noblemen  having  agreed  not  to  oppofe  each  other 
in  their  refpeftive  counties,  the  influence  of  An- 
glefea is  left  to  Lord  Uxbridge,  and  the  controul 
of  this  county  to  Lord  Bulkeley. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 
This  county,  which,  like  moft  of  the  others, 
takes  its  name  from  Caernarvon,  fignifying  the 
Fortrefs  of  Avon,  which  it  was  once  called,  is  in 
Welch  called  Sir  Caernarvon ;  and,  before  Wales 
was  divided  into  counties,  was  called  Snowdcn 
Foreft.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Canter- 
bury and  diocefe  of  Bangor;  is  divided  into 
feven  himdreds,  containing  one  city,  three  market- 
towns,  and  fixty-eight  pariftiesj  extending,  in 
length,  about  forty  miles,  in  breadth,  twenty,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  in  circumference.  '  It  fends 
two  members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  for  the 
fhire,  and  one  for  the  borough  of  Carnarvon; 
and  gives  the  titles  of  Earl  and  Marquis  to  the 
family  of  Bridges,  for  fome  fucceflions  Dukes  of 
Chandos. 


CAERNARVON  TOWN. 

Political  Chaeacter. 

THIS  borough  fends  one  member  to  parliament, 

in  conjunftion  with  the  burgcffes  of  Criccieth, 

Pwlkly,  Ncvin,  and  Conway.    The  Earl  of  Ux- 

[C  a]  bridge 
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bridge  has  at  prefent  the  leading  intereft,  but  it  is 
by  no  means  fecure,  like  that  of  Beaumaris,  or 
Montgomery. 

Ancient  State. 

Caernarvon,  which  is  fituated  on  the  Straits 
of  Mcneu  or  Menay,  the  channel  which  feparates 
this  county  from  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea,  is  fuppofed 
to  have  contained  the  ancient  Segontium  of  An- 
toninus. It  was  called  by  the  Britons,  Caer  Seint, 
from  the  river  Sciont,  which  runs  by  it.  About 
the  year  600,  it  was  the  feat  of  the  Britifh  princes; 
but  in  after  times  it  give  way  to  the  prefent  town, 
then  newly  built. 

When  Edward  I.  was  building  this  town,  it  was 
reported  that  the  body  of  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tius,  father  of  Conflantme  the  Great,  being  found 
here,  he  ordered  it  to  be  honourably  interred  ii> 
the  new  church.  This  king  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
converted  the  profits  of  the  archbifliopric  of  York^ 
then  vacant,  to  the  building  and  fortifying  Caer- 
narvon Cadle;  in  the  Eagle  Tower  of  which  caC- 
tle,  in  the  year  1284,  was  born  Edward  of  Caer- 
narvon, the  firft  Prince  of  Wales  of  the  Englilb 
blood,    and   afterwards    king,    by   the    t;itle   of 

Edward 
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Edward  II.  In  the  great  rebellion,  this  caftle  was 
befieged  By  the  parliamentary  forces,  and  obliged 
to  furrender  to  them  the  beginning  of  June,  1646. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  a  mayor,  who  is,  by  patent,  created 
conftable  of  the  caftle,  one  alderman,   two  bai- 
liffs, a  town-clerk,  and  two  feijeants  at  mace. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  burgcffcs  of  Caernarvon,  Criccleth,  Pwl- 
Icly,  Nevin,  and  Conway. 

Number  op  Voters. 
About  leven  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  mayor  and  bailiffs. 

Patron. 

Lord  Vifcounc  Bulkelcy. 


[C  3]  DENBIGH 
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DENBIGH  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  moft  prevailing  intereft  in  this  county,  is 
that  of  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart, 
whofe  chief  feat  is  at  Ruabon,  near  Wrexham. 
Mr.  Middleton,  of  Chirk  Caftle,  whofe  anceftors 
have  reprefentcd  it,  at  various  times,  fince  it  firft 
fent  members  to  parliament,  which  was  in  the  27th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  has  the  fecond 
influence;  butas  the  moft  perfedl  cordiality  prevails 
between  thefe  families,  the  firft  takes  the  lead  in 
the  county,  and  the  other  in  the  town,  without 
giving  caufe  for  oppofition  in  either. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  forms  a  part  of  North 
Wales,  is  called  in  Britifti,  Sir  Dhinbech,  and  is 
fituated  in  the  diocefes  of  Bangor  and  St.  Afaph, 
and  province  of  Canterbury ;  it  is  divided  into 
twelve  hundreds,  in  which  are  contained  four 
market  towns,  and  fifty^feven  pariflies,  extending 
about  thirty-one  miles  in  length,  feventeen  in 
breadth,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighteen  in 
circumference. 

In 
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In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was  part  of  the 
country  of  the  Ordovices ;  but  feme  Britons,  who 
were  forced  out  of  Scotland,  are  faid  in  their  turn 
to  have  driven  the  Saxons  hence,  and,  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Welch,  to  have  poffefled  them- 
felves  of  all  this  diftrift,  from  the  Conway  to  the 
Dee.  It  fends  two  members  to  parliament,  viz. 
one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the  town  of  Den- 
bigh j  and  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  family  of 
Fielding. 


DENBIGH  TOWN. 


Political  Character. 
THE  member  for  this  town  is  chofen  by  the 
burgeffes  of  Denbigh,  and  its  two  contributory 
boroughs,  Leon  and  Ruthen.  The  influence  of 
which  is  entirely  in  Richard  Middlcton,  Efq.  of 
Chirke  CaflJe,  whofe  anccftors  have  reprefented  it, 
in  various  parliaments,  from  the  33d  of  Henry 
VIII.  to  the  prefent  time. 

Ancient  State. 
Denbigh,  which  is  the  county  town,  was  ori- 
ginally lituated  on  the  top  of  a  fteep  rock,  near 
[C  4]  the 
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the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  CUvyd,  a?  the  cU-? 
fiance  of  209  miles  from  London ;  but  being  de-^ 
ferted  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  new 
town  was  built,  on  a  much  larger  fcale,  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill.  It  was  formerly  called  by  the 
Britons  Cledfryn  yn  Rhos,  the  craggy  Hill  in 
Rhos.  This  part  of  the  county  was  given  by 
Edward  I.  to  David  ap  GryfFyth,  brother  to  Lle- 
wellyn, the  laft  Prince  of  North  Wales,  who  being 
afterwards  beheaded  for  high  trcafon,  it  was  given 
to  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  fortified  the  town 
with  a  ftrong  wall  and  caftle ;  but  his  only  fon 
being  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  well  of  this 
caftle,  his  grief  was  fo  great  as  to  leave  it  unfi- 
niihed ;  after  this  earl's  death,  i^  went,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Alice,  his  daughter,  into  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lancafter.  Edward  II.  gave  it  to 
Hugh  Spencer ;  after  which,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward III.  Roger  Mortimer  became  the  poffeffor,^ 
and  fixed  his  arms  on  the  chief  gate,;  but  he  being 
fome  tinie  after  executed  for  high  treafon,  it  went 
to  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  but  was  foon  af- 
ter reftored  to  the  Mortimers.  In  (hort,  after  many 
changes,  itxame  to  the  Houfe  of  York,  and  now 
belongs  to  the  crown.  It  was  delivered  up  to  the 
parliament  army  in  1646,  and  appea.rs  to  have  been 

a  place 
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a  place  of  fuch  ftrength,  that  after  the  Reftoration 
it  was  thought  advifable.  to  blow  it  up. 

About  the  time  of  Henry  III.  Adam  Salufbury 
founded  and  endowed  an  abbey  of  black  mcHiks, 
of  the  Benedidine  order;  the  prefent  proprietor  of 
phe  ruins  of  which  is  Sir  Lytich  Salufijury  Cottoii. 

Corporation.  ■ 

By  charter  of  incorporation  of  14  Charles  11.  k 

confifts  of  a  mayor,  two  aldermen,  a  recorder,  two 

bailiffs,  twenty-three  burgeffes,  a  town-clerk,  and 

fwo  ferjeants  at  mace. 

Right  of  Election. 
1743,  7  Feb.  Is  in  the  butgeifes,  inhabitants  of 
the  boroughs  of  Denbigh,  Ruthyn,  and  Holt,  re- 
fpcftively. 

NiJMBER  OF  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Retubning  Officers. 
The  l»iliffs. 

Patron. 
p..  Middlcton.  Efq. 

FUNT 
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FLINT  COUNTY.      . 

t 

Political  Character. 

'TpHIS  county  is  independent  in  the  exercife  of 
its  political  franchifes^     The  principal  indi-  • 
vidual  intereft  here  is  that  of  Sir  Roger  Moftyn, 
Bart,  its  prefent  reprefentative ;    but  it  is  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  diftate  to  the  freeholders  pcr- 
fon  that  (hall  reprefent  them  in  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which   is  in  North  Wales,  and 
derives  its  name  from  Flint,  the  county  town,  is 
fituated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  partly 
in  the  diocefes  of  St.  Afaph  and  Chefter.     It  is 
divided  into  five  hundreds,  containing  one  city^ 
two  market  towns,  and  about  twenty-eight  pa- 
ri fties  ;  and  is  the  fmalleft  of  all  the  Welch  coun- 
ties, being  about  thirty-three  miles  in  length,  only 
nine  miles  in  breadth,  and  about  f^venty  miles  in 
circumference.     It  fends  two  members  to  parlia- 
ment, viz.  one  for  the  county,  and  the  other  for 
Flint. 


FLINT 
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FLINT  TOWN. 

Political  Charactee. 
THIS  town,  and  its  contributory  boroughs, 
Ca^rwis,  Overton,  Rhyddlan,  and  Caergoerley, 
has  a  greater  n:;mber  of  votas  in  the  eledion  of  its 
reprefentative  than  any  other  in  the  county.  The 
chief  intereft  which  prevails  here  is  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne's,  whofe  relation.  Major  Wil- 
liams, of  Penbcdw,  is  the  prefent  member. 

Ancient  State. 
Flint,  which  is  a  very  fmall  place,  is  conve- 
niently fituared  on  the  etluary  of  the  Dee,  and  is 
remarkable  for  little  elfe  befides  a  caflle,  which  was 
begun  by  Henry  II.  and  finiflied  by  Edward  I. 
where  Richard  II.  on  his  return  from  Ireland  was 
entertained  for  fome  time ;  but  on  his  departure 
was  taken  prifoner,  and  foon  after  put  to  death. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  a  mayor,  who  is,  by  patent,  conftable 
of  the  caftle,  and  two  bailiiFs. 
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Right  of  Election. 

1728,  21  May.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Flint,  Rhyddlan, ,  Overton,  Caerwis^ 
Cacrgoerley,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

The  inhabitants  of  Knolton  and  Overton,  fo- 
reign, paying  fcot  and  lot  in  the  parifli  of  Over- 
ton, have  a  right  to  vote  for  the  town  of  Flint. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  thoufand. 

REtuRNiNG  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 


GLAMOR. 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

Political  Character. 
npHIS  county  has  recently  given  «s  an  example 
of  its  being  independent  of,  and  uninfluencoi 
by,  ariftocratical  controul. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Plymoudi, 
Earl  of  Bute,  and  Lxttd  Vernon,  men  of  different 
pjuties  and  feniimems  in  politics,  united  their  fe- 
veral  interefts,  and  nominated  the  Honourable 
T.  Windfor,  brother  to  tlie  Earl  of  Plymouth, 
for  their  candidate  to  reprefent  tt  in  parliament. 
The  independent  freeholders  vigoroufly  oppolcd 
this  formidable  combination,  which  hod  for  its 
objc£l  the  diftation  of  a  reprefentative ;  and  thai 
exertions,  previous  to  the  eleiflion,  were  fo  effectual 
in  favour  of  Thomas  Wyndham,  Efq.  of  Dun- 
laven  Callle,  their  own  candidate,  that  Capiain 
Windfor,  although  affifted  by  fo  powerfij  an 
union,  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  Hand  xhe 
poll,  and  lefr  his  adverfary  quiedy  to  enjoy  thac 
honour,  which  the  patriotifm  of  his  iiiends  had  fo 
juAly  bellowed  oa  him. 

ANCI£NT 
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Ancient  State. 

r 

Glamorganshire  received  its  name  from  a 
contradion  of  the  Welch  words,  Gwlad  Morgan, 
or  the  county  of  Morgan,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
thus  called  from  a  prince  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, who  was  faid  to  have  been  killed  eight  thou- 
fand  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour ;  other 
writers,  perhaps  with  more  propriety,  derive  the 
name  from  the  word  Mor,  which,  in  the  Britifli 
tongue,  fignifies  the  fea,  this  being  a  maritime 
county.  It  lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
partly  in  the  diocefe  of  St.  Llandaff,  and  partly  in 
that  of  St.  David,  and  is  divided  into  ten  hun- 
dreds, conuining  one  city,  five  market  towns, 
and  eighteen  parifhes,  extending  forty-eight  miles 
in  length,  twenty-feven  in  breadth,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  in  circumference.  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament;  viz.  one  for  the.  (hire, 
and  one  for  the  town  of  Cardiff. 
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CARDIFF. 

Political  Character. 
THIS  town,  in  conjunftion  with  Cowbridge, 
Swanfea,  Lougher,  Aberavon,  Kenfigg,  Nesuh, 
and  LlantrifTent,  fends  one  member  to  parliament. 
The  intercft  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  prevails  princi- 
paliy  in  CardiflT  and  Cowbridgc ;  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  in  Swanfea  and  Lougher ;  that  of 
Thomas  Manfel  Talbor,  Efq.  of  Mai^am,  in 
Aberavon  and  Kenfigg ;  and  that  of  Sir  Robert 
Mackworth,  in  Neath.  Lord  Vifcount,  Mount- 
ftuart,  fon  to  the  E^rl  of  Bute,  is  the  prefent  rcprc- 
fentative,  to  which  honour  he  fuccecded  upon  ihe 
death  of  the  late  Sir  Herbert  Mackworih  ;  which 
is  a  plain  indication  of  the  agreement  of  the  above 
gentlemen,  that  the  reprcfentation  of  this  town 
fliall  be  confined  to  one  or  other  of  their  own 
&mily. 

Ancient  State. 

Cardiff,  or  CaerdifT,  the  firfl  town  on  the 

fouth-eaft  part  of  the  county,  is  thus  called  from 

its  being  fituated  on  the  river  TafT.     It  is  inclofed 

by  a  wall  with  four  gates,  and  a  cafUe,  which  is  a 

ftrong, 
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ftrong,  (lately  edifice;  the  conftable  of  which  is  al* 
ways  the  firft  magiftrate  of  the  town. 

This  caftle,  which  is  now  a  lordfhip  belonging 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Windfor,  was  built  about  the 
ytar  iioo,  by  Robert  Fitz-Staimon,  a  Norman, 
who  held  his  courts  of  juftice,  and  kept  a  ftrong 
garrifon  here,  his  peers  or  knights  being  obliged 
to  defend  their  feveral  ftatiotis.  Curthofe,  eldeft 
fbn  of  William  the  Conqueror,  was  imprifoned 
here  by  his  brothers,  who  firft  deprived  him  of  his 
eyes,  as  well  as  all  hopes  of  the  crown.  In  the  year 
1 131  it  was  taken  by  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Gryg, 
with  Prince  Llewellyn's  forces. 

Robert,  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  who  died  in  the 
year  1147,  founded  a  priory  in  this  town;  the 
fuburbs  of  which  contained  a  houfe  of  grey  friars, 
dedicated  to  St.  Francis ;  a  houfe  of  white  friars  3 
and  a  monaftry  of  black  friars. 

This  being  the  county  town,  a  court  of  record 
is  held  here  every  fortnight,  of  which  the  bailiffs, 
who  are  alfo  jufticcs  of  the  peace,  are  the  only 
judges  (  here  alfo  the  affizes  are  always  held. 

C0RP0RATIOll« 
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Corporation. 
The  coiporation  is  very  ancient,  and  conCfts  of 
a  mayor,  wtio,  as  chief  magiftiace,  is  conftable  of 
the  cafUe,  twelve  aldermen,  two  b^liiB, '  who  ais 
annually  chofen  from  among  the  aldennen,  and! 
twelve  conunon-counctlmen. 

Right  op  Election. 
Not  only  in  the  burgefles  of  this  place,  but  in 
d\e  burgefles  of  Aberavon,  Cowbridge,  Ken^gi 
LlantrilTent,  Lougher,  Nedi,  and  Swanfeu 

NlTHBER   OF   VOTIRI. 

About  one  thoufand. 

Fatrok. 

Earl  of  Bute. 
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MERIONETHSHIRE. 

/ 

Political  Character. 

O IR  Watkin  Williams  Wynne  has  the  firft  in- 
*^  tereft  in  this  county ;  but  it  is  not  dccifive  in 
the  eleftion  of  its  reprefentative,  as  was  demon- 
ftrated  at  the  lafl:  vacancy,  occafioned  by  the 
death  of  their  old  and  refpeftable  member,  Mr. 
Vaughan,  of  Corfygedol,  when  a  gendeman  of 
oppolite  attachments  to  thofe  of  the  Wynne 
family  was  chofen. 

There  being  no  borough  in  this  county  ad- 
judged proper  to  be  made  choice  of  to  nominate 
a  burgefs,  when  the  priticipality  was  firft  imprivi- 
leged  to  fend  members  by  ad  of  parliament,  which 
was  27  Hen.  VIII.  proves  that  fome  regard  was 
had  at  that  time  to  the  equality  of  reprefentation, 
and  that  care  was  taken  not  to  conftitute  a  repre- 
fentative body  without  conftituents,  as  is  too  often 
the  cafe  in  the  prefent  times.  It  was  therefore 
enadted,  that  Haverfordweft,  a  large  town  in 
Pembrokeihire,  Ihould  eleft  a  member  to  make 
up  the  deficiency. 

Ancient 
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AvciENT  State. 
Merionethshire*  or Merionydlhire,fo called 
from  the  Welch,  Sir  Veirionydh,  is  iituated  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  dioccfe  of  Bangor, 
and  is  generally  confidered  as  the  moH  mounuin- 
ous  and  barren  county  in  all  Wales.  It  is  divided 
into  fix  hundreds,  containing  thirty-feven  parifhes, 
and  three  market  towns,  viz.  Bala,  Dolgalhe,  and 
Difnamoudy;  extending,  in  length,  thirty-five 
miles,  twenty-five  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  in  circumference;  and  fends  only 
one  member  to  parliament,  who  is  knight  of  the 
fliire. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  pan  of  dio 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Ordovices,  who 
were  generally  confideted  as  a  great  and  powerful 
people. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  Earl  of  Powys  has  been  ctnfidcrcd  as 
pofleifing  the  firft  intereft  in  this  county* 
Mr.  Owen,  the  prefent  member,  fuccecded  upon 
it  on  his  firft  eledtion ;  but  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  having  now  united  his  influence  with  that 
of  Mr.  Owen,  we  underftand  that  gentleman  can 
now  fecure.his  feat,  in  oppofition  to  LordPowys* 

Ancient  State. 

^  MoNTOOMERYSHiRE,  which  is  an  inland 
mountaifwus  cotinty  of  North  Wales,  derives  its 
name  ftom  Montgomery,  the  principal  town, 
called  in  the  Welch  language  Sir-dre-Valdwin. 
It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
in  the  diocefes  of  St.  Afaph,  Bangor,  and  Here- 
ford ',  containing  five  market  towns,  all  of  which 
are  boroughs,  and  forty-feven  parilhes;  extend- 
ing, in  length,  thirty  miles,  twenty-five  in  breadth, 
and  ninety -four  in  circumference.  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  knight  of  the 
(hire  for  the  county,  and  one  jointly  for  Montgo- 
mery 
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mery,  Wckhpoo!,  Machynleth,  LlanvlUing,  and 
Llanidlos. 

This  county,  as  weU  as  Meri<Micrh(hirc,  formed 
part  of  dbe  territories  of  the  Ordoviccs. 
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Political  Character. 
THIS  town,  like  all  the  others  in  Wales  which 
were  imprivileged  to  {end  members  to  parliament* 
had  its  contributory  boroughs,  who  participated  in 
the  invaluable  right  of  eleftion,  until  the  year 
1718,  when  one  of  thofe  re&lutions  of  tbehoule, 
which  has  fwept  away  the  conftituents  of  moft  <^ 
the  EngliQi  boroughs,  extending  the  'disfranchif- 
ing  arm  of  authority  to  thofe  of  Llanidlos,  LLui- 
Tilling,  and  Welchpool,  which  are  now  ftripped 
of  their  ancieiit  privileges,  and  die  right  de- 
clared  to  be  in  the  burgefles  of  Mon^omery  oniy. 
The  number  of  elet^ors  are  now  not  more  than 
eighty  i  confequendy  the  independence  of  its  par- 
liamentary chara&er  is  at  an  end,  and  the  borough* 
[D3]  like 
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like  that  of  Beaumaris^  is  entirely  at  the  difpoikl 
of  a  patron. 

Ancient  State. 

Montgomery,  which  is  the  county  town,  is 
fituated  on  a  rifing  rock,  at  the  diftancc  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  miles  north-weft  of  Lon- 
don, and  is  faid  to  have  been  buik  by  Valdwin, 
or  Baldwin,  lieutenant  of  the  marches  of  Wales, 
in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror;  for  which 
reafon  the  Britons  call  it  Tre-Valdwyn,  or  Bald- 
win's Town ;  but  the  Englilh  name  it  from  Ro- 
ger Montgomery,  to  whom  William  I.  had  given 
the  Earldoms  of  Arundel  and  Shrewlbury,  who 
gained  the  caftle  and  town  of  Baldwin.  This 
caftle  was  afterwards  demoliftied  by  the  Welch  ; 
but  William  Rufus  re-edified  it  in.  1093;  after 
which  it  was  burnt  by  Henry  III.  in  1232.  Be- 
ing once  more  re-built,  it  became  the  feat  of  the 
'  Lx)rds  Herbert  of  Cherbury.  Since  that  time  it 
was  confiderably  impaired  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  I.  till  at  length  it  came  again  into  the 
poflTeffion  of  the  family  of  the  Herberts,  where,  in 
all  probability,  it  ftill  remains. 

This  was  made  a  borough  town  in  the  reign  of 
Henrj^lII. 

Corporation* 


i 
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Corporation. 
Confifts  of  two  tmliiTs,  and  twelve-bundles  or 
common-councilmen. 

Right  op  Elbctioh. 
17x8,  16  Apr.    It  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  fald 
Ihire-town  only.  ' 

Formerly  the  boroughs  of  Llanidlos,  Llanvil- 
ling,  and  Wclchpool,  joined  in  the  eleftion;  but 
thcfe  outlying  boroughs  are  now  excluded. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Eighty. 

R.ETVB)riKG  Officers. 

The  bailiffs. 

Patr<^h, 

TheEarlofPowys. 
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PEMBROKE  COUNTY. 

Poj-iTicAL  Character. 

ripHE  freeholders  of  this  couaty  have,  .upon 
-*-  many  occafions,  (hewn  a  fpirit  of  iade^ 
pendence.  If  any  influence  can  be  faid  to  exift 
"here,  k  is  that  of  the  Owen  femiiy,  of  Oriel  ton,  ia 
this  county ;  but  this  partiality  arifes,  not  fomuch. 
from  the  extent  of  their  property,  as  from  their  inr 
variable  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

In  1780,  Lord  Milford  and  Lord  Kenfingcon 
united  their  intereft,  the  former  of  whom  then 
became  a  candidate  foi  the  repFefentation  of  the 
county.  The  independent  party  y'lcvijtd  this 
union  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  conceived  it  formed 
for  the  purpofo  of  deprivic^  them  virtually  of 
their  rights  as  eleftorsj  they  therefore  exerted 
themfelves  with  redoubled  vigour,  in  fupport  of 
their  favourite  candidate  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  who 
was  finally  fuccefsful  by  a  great  majority. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  PeniT 
broke,  the  principal  town,  is  fituated  at  the  fouth- 

weft 
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wcfl  extreouiy  of  Wales,  in  the  proviace  of  Can- 
terbury, and  diocefe  of  St.  David,  and  contains 
many  monuments  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  as  well 
as  Come  aocient  tumuli,  or  artificial  mounts,  la 
which  urns  have  been  buried ;  one  of  thc'moft  re- 
markable of  which  being,  opened,  was  found  to 
contain  Bve  urn$  filled  with  burnt  bones  and 
aQms. 

In  this  county,  at  a  place  called,  by  the  Welch, 
Rhos,  meaaiog  a  green  field,  Henry  I.  permitted 
a  colony  of  Flemings  to  fettle,  owing  to  the  injury 
they  had  fufTered  in  their  own  county,  by  the  fea 
breaking  down  their  dykes,  and  otherwife  doing 
them  incredible  dam^  i  which  colony  was,  in 
Camden's  time,  caUed  L.ittle  England  beyond 
Wales  i  whofe  inhabitants  were  fo  flout  and  refo- 
lute,  that  they  became  very  offenfive  to  the  Welch 
by  their  frequent  Ikirmiihes  {  infomuch  that  they 
united  all  their  forces,  and  invaded  their  country 
iereral  times,  biM  to  no  purpofe,  the  Flemings 
always  mainuuning  their  ground.  Rhos  is  flill 
inhabited  by  their  defcendants,  whofe  people  may 
be  dl^nguifbed  by  their  fpeech  and  cufloms. 

Tbis  county  i»  divided  into  feven  hundreds, 
containing  the  city  of  St.  Pavid,  and  the  feven 

fQlIowing 
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following  market  towns ;  viz.  Fifguard,  Haver-» 
ford  weft,  Killgaring,  Newport,  Pembroke,  Tenby, 
and  Wifton ;  it  has  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
parifhes,  and  extends  in  length  upwards  of  thirty 
miles,  above  twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  circumference. 

This  place  fends  three  members  to  parliament  ^ 
viz.  one  knight  of  the  (hire  for  the  county,  one 
reprefentative  for  the  borough  of  Pembroke,  and 
another  for  the  borough  of  Haverfordweft* 
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Political  Character. 

THIS  town  has  for  fomc  years  been  under  the 
influence  of  the  Owen  family.  The  burgefles  of 
this  place,  in  conjunftion  with  thofe  of  Wifton 
and  Tenby,  eled  the  member.  There  is  no  Ipe- 
cial  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  re- 
fpeding  the  right  of  the  burgefles  of  Tenby,  but 
with  refpeft  to  thofe  of  Wifton,  it  h^  been  re* 
folved»  That  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  the  an- 
cient  borough  of  Wifton,  in  the  county  of  Pem- 
broke, 
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broke,  have  a  rt^t  to  vote  in  the  elc&ion  for  dw 
borough  of  Pembroke. 

Amcieut  State. 
Pembroke,  which  ftands  upon  a  creek  of 
Milferd  Haven,  in  the  moil  pleafant  part  of 
Wales,  derives  its  name  from  the  ancient  Britifh 
word  Fcnvro,  fignifying  a  cape  or  promomoiy.  It 
is  the  county  town,  and,  next  to  Caermarchen, 
the  lai|;eil  and  ncheft  town  in  South  Wales.  In 
the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Amulph  de  Montgomery, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  fortiHed^it  with 
walls,  and  a  magnificent  caftle,  which  he  built  on 
a  rock  at  the  Wefl  end  of  the  town ;  under  whish 
is  a  vault,  called  Wogan,  remarkable  for  its  echo, 
and  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  ftorc-room  for  the 
garrifon.  This  ftru£bire  being  burnt  a  few  years 
after,  was  rebuilt  by  Owen,  the  fon  of  Cadogan 
of  Bletheim,  and  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
birth-place  of  Henry  VII.  as  alfo  for  the  brave 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon  for  King  Charles  I. 

Pembroke  has  given  the  title  of -Earl  to  many 
royaj  as  well  as  noble  families ;  the  laft  of  which 
appears  to  have  been  given  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward Vi.  to  the  famly  of  Herberts,  who  flill  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  it. 

Corporation. 
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Corporation. 
It  is  governed  by  a  mayor»  two  baili£&y  and 
burgdOfes. 

Right  of  Election. 

17H,  1712,  23  Feb^  That  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  of  the  ancient  borough  of  Wifton,  in 
die  couiuy  of  Pembroke,  have  a  right;  to  vote  in 
the  eledion  for  the  borough  of  Pembroke. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Five  hundred.  » 

Returning  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 
H.  Barlow,  Efq. 


HAVERFORDWEST. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  which  was  made  a  county  of  it- 
felf,  firft  by  charter  of  Edward  IV.  afterwards  by 
Henry  VIII.  and  laftly  by  James  I.  is  under  the 
influence  of  Lord  Milford,  of  Pifton  Caftlc.    A 

compromife 
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compTomire  has  fome  time  ago  taicen  place  be- 
tween this  nobleman  and  Lord  Kenfington,  when 
it  was  agreed  between  them,  that  the  Utter  ihould, 
upon  his  fupporting  invariably  the  intereft  of  the 
former  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  be  quietfy 
ptlt  into  the  pofleflion  of  a  feat  for  this  town. 

Ancient  State. 
'This  town,  which  by  charters  of  Edward  IV, 
Hen.  VIII.  and  James  I.  is  a  county  of  itfelf,  is 
called  by  the  Welch,  Hwlfordh,  and  is  fituaced 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  forming  part  of  the  weAem 
bank  of  the  Dou^edye.  It.  enjoys  feveral  prin- 
leges,  befides  that  of  keeping  its  own  courts.  The 
mayor  is  coroner,  efcheator,  and  clerk  of  the  mar- 
kets within  its  precinfts.  The  aiGzes  are  hdd 
here,  where  diere  is  alio  a  county  gaol. 

Haverfordweft  was  formerly  fortified  with  a 
rampart  and  caftle,  fuppofed  to  have  been  ercAed 
by  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Clare ;  it  was  one  of  thole 
poffefled  by  the  Flemings  when  they  firft  came 
into  Dyvet,  or  Pembrokelhire,  the  fortifications 
of  which  were  deftroyed  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  I. 

Robert 
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Robert  de  Haverford  founded  here  a  priory  of 
black,  canons^  and  gave  it  feyeral  churches  and 
tydies  in  his  barony^  which  were  all  confirmed  to 
them  by  Edward  III.  About  (eventy  years  ago  an 
effigy  was  found,  fuppofed  to  be  diat  of  David 
Cherbury,  Biihop  of  Dromore  in  Ireland,  and 
Archdbuion  of  Brecknock,  who,  by  his  laft  will, 
defired  to  be  buried  here,  and  left  a  legacy  to- 
wards rebuilding  the  cloiflers  of  this  priory. 

Corporation. 

Confills  of  a  mayor,  iheriflf,  tw6  bailiSs,  and 
twenty-four  common  councilmen. 

Right  of  Elrctiok. 

1 714,  4  July.  The  proceeding  of  the  mayor 
and  conmion  council  of  the  town  of  Haverford- 
weft,  in  making  burgeffes  widiout  the  confent  of 
the  commonalty,  was  illegal,  and  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  faid^  town ;  and  that  the  burgefles  (b 
pretended  to  be  made,  have  not  thereby  acquired 
any  right  of  voting  in  any  future  eleftions. 

• 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  burgeffes,  and 
inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving 

Number 
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Number  or  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Retdrniko  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Lord  Milford. 


RADNOR  COtfNTY. 

Political  Character. 
npHE  intereft  of  this  county  centers  entirely  in 
-■-    the  Earl  of  Oxford.     No  political  occur' 
rence  has  happened  to  extend  our  obfemiions 
beyond  that  circumflance. 

Ancient  State. 
This  place,  which  U  an  inland  county  erf"  South 
Wales,  derives  irs  name  from  Radnor,  the  county 
town,  and  is  called  by  the  Welch  Sir  Vaes-ived. 
It  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  containing  three 
market  towns,  viz.  Radnor,  Knightgn,  and  I^ref- 
ceia. 
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tein,  extending  twenty-four  miles  in  lengthy 
twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  ninety-five  miles  in 
circumference;  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  London.  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  knight  of  the 
(hire,  and  one  burgefs  for  the  borough  of  Rad- 
nor. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  part  of  the 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Silures;  mod  of  the 
mountains  have  earns,  or  large  heaps  of  flones, 
intended,  no  doubt,  as  monuments  for  the  dead  ^ 
according  to  Homer's  account,  indeed,  of  Hec- 
tor's funeral,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  Ro- 
mans heaped  them  up  for  that  purpofe ;  but  after 
Chriftianity  was  planted  here,  they  became  fo  de- 
teftable,  from  being  made  the  burial  place  of  ma- 
Icfeftors  only,  that  the  worft  wifh  a  man  could 
exprefs  to  his  enemy,  was,  that  a  earn  might  be 
his  monument.  One  of  the  moft  ancient  remains 
of  this  county,  is  an  unfiniftied  work,  called 
OfFa's  Dyke,  from  its  having  been  cut  by  Offa, 
King  of  Mercia,  as  a  boundary  between  the  Eng* 
lifli  Saxons  and  Ancient  Britons,  which  may  be 
traced  through  the  whole  extent  of  die  county. 
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RADNOR  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town  has  been  fubjeift  to  various  contefta 
on  the  right  of  cledion.  The  queftion  at  iflue 
has  been,  whether  the  word  SurgeJJes  meant  fuch 
as  were  refident  within  the  boroughs  of  New  Rad- 
nor, Ryader,  Knighton,  Knucklas,  and  Reven- 
lice,  only,  or  whether  it  extended  to  thofe  who  did 
not  refide  within  the  {aid  boroughs.  Three  peti- 
tions have  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe  Cnce  the 
paffing  of  the  Grenvilie  Aft,  which  have  all  ori- 
ginated in  this  difpute.  The  firft  was,  that  of  Ed- 
ward Lewes,  Efq.  on  the  6th  of  December,  1 774, 
againft  the  election  of  John  Lewes,  Elq.  who  had 
been  returned  by  the  refident  burgeffes,  which  was 
determined  on  the  27th  of  January,  1775,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  petitioner.  The  fecond  was,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  double  return  of  both  ihefe  gentlemen 
at  the  enfuing  general  ele&ion  in  1780,  which  on 
the  31ft  of  January,  1781,  was  likewile  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  non-reHdent  but^lTes} 
and  the  third,  arofe  out  of  a  conteft  at  the  laft  ge- 
neral eledion  in  1790,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
who  is  patron  of  this  borough,  thought  proper  to 

Vol.  III.  [E]  withdraw 
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Withdraw  his  countenance  from  Mr.  Edward 
Lewes,  the  late  member,  and  to  fupport  his  re- 
lation, David  Murray,  Efq.  Mr.  Lewes,  who 
had  before  experienced  the  influence  of  his  lord- 
fhip*s  patronage,  and  had  twice  fucceeded  by  pe- 
tition, on  the  claim  of  the  non-refident  burgefles, 
now  became  a  candidate  on  that  of  the  refident 
ones ;  when  the  numbers  upon  the  poll  were, 

For  David  Murray,  Efq.  — -    609 

Edward  Lewes,  Efq.  —     313 

Mr.  Murray  was  accordingly  returned,  and  Mr. 
Lewes  became  a  petitioner  upon  the  fame  claim 
of  right  which  he  had  formerly  oppofed,  and 
againft  which  he  had  twice  fucceeded  by  petition. 
This  petition  is  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  will 
moft  probably  be  decided  this  prefent  feflion. 

Ancient  State. 

Radnor,  which  is  alfo  called  New  Radnor,  in 
order  to  diftinguilh  it  from  a  place  called  Old 
Radnor,  is  fituated  near  the  fpring  head  of  the 
river  Somervil,  near  the  forefl:  of  Radnor.  It  was 
formerly  defended  by  walls,  and  a  caftle,  which 
being  demoliflied  by  Owen  Glendower,  the  town 
daily  decayed. 

It 
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It  was  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription  till 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabe^,  who  granted  it  a 
charter,  witli  many  privileges,  together  with  a  ma- 
nor, containing  eleven  townships,  and  a  jurifdi^tion, 
extending  ten  or  twelve  miles.  This  town  has 
aifo  a  court  of  pleas  for  all  actions,  without  lirtii- 
cation. 

Corporation. 
Conlifts  of  a  bailiff*  and  twenty>five  buTgefles. 

Right  of  Election. 
1690,  12  Nov.   Is  in  the  burgefles  of  Radnor, 
Ryader,    Knighton,    Knuclilas,    and   Kevenliel, 
only. 

1769,  7  Mar.  The  feveral  perfons,  though  they 
had  no  other  claim  to  be  bui^cfles  of  the  bo- 
roughs of  Ryader  and  Knuckla^,  than  by  virtue 
only  of  a  prefentment  made  in  the  pretended  court 
leet,  holden  under  the  authority  of  certain  letters 
patent,  which  appear  not  to  have  been  enrolled 
within  the  time  expreflly  required  by  the  faid  let- 
ters patent,  in  order  to  the  validity  thereof,  ought 
not  to  have  been  admitted  as  legal  voters  at  the 
laft  eIe<fUon. 

NtTMBER 
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NiTMBER  OF  Voters* 
About  one  thouiand. 

Returning  Officer^ 

The  bailiff. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Oxford* 
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INTRODUCTION. 

'TpHE  political  ftate  of  this  kingdom  was,  ia 
■*-  ancient  times,  like  to  that  of  mod  others 
in  Europe.  The  lands  were  confidered  as  the 
property  of  the  fovereign  j  his  barons  or  vaf- 
fals  had  territories  parcelled  out  among  them,  un- 
der the  condition  of  performing  fervice  and  fide- 
lity, of  fupporting  him  in  war,  and  obeying  him 
and  giving  him  counfel  in  peace.  The  lands  were 
held  by  the  barons  (by  grants  or  charters  from  the 
king,  as  original  proprietor)  who  were  obliged  to 
appear  in  arms  when  fummoned  by  him  to  battle, 
or  Co  attend  htm  in  parliament,  if  he  flood  in  need 
of  their  afllftance,  in  making  laws  or  impofmg  taxes. 
Vol.  III.  [B]  Taxes 
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Taxes  were  in  thofe  days  granted  only  upon  par- 
ticular occafions,  fuch  as  the  redemption  of  the 
fovereign  if  a  prifoner,  the  payment  of  the  dowry 
of  his  eldeft  daughter,  or  the  expence  attending 
the  making  his  eldeft  fon  a  knight.  To  attend 
parliament  was  then  accounted  a  duty,  and  a 
mark  of  the  fubjeftion  of  a  feudal  vaffal ;  it  was 
always  accompanied  wirh  much  expence,  and  of 
courfc,  if  poflible,  avoided. 

As  the  king  parcelled  out  his  lands  among  the 
barons,  fo  did  they  among  their  inferiors  and  de- 
pendents, under  conditions  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
were  impofed  upon  tliemfelves  by  the  fovereign. 
The  barons  had  alfo  their  baron-courts,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  parliament  of  the  kingdom,  at  which 
their  vaflals  were  obliged  to  appear,  and  where 
they  fat  and  adted  as  judges  and  legiflators  within 
the  territories  of  their  lord. 

A  great  while  after  the  Union,  it  became  a  praq- 
tice  in  Scotland,  for  the  fake  of  acquiring  political 
influence,  to  convey  *  a  freehold  eftate  to  a  friend  by 

fair 

**•  It  nev^r  was  a  pi*a<flice  to  convey  the  property  tfafreeMd 
eftate^  only  the  fuperiority,  as  aftermentioned.  The  law,  as  to 
the  Tru ft- Oath,  made  no  difference  in  the  mode,  but  only 

obliged 
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^r  titles,  but  either  under  a  back  bond,  or  obH- 
gation  in  honour,  to  re-convey  and  to  ufe  it  for  [he 
grantor's  advantage.  To  put  a  ftop  to  this  dieTruft 
Oath,  or  Oath  of  Pofleffion,  was  framed  i  which 
may  be  put  bya  freeholder  to  anyone  who  claims 
a  right  to  vote,  either  at  an  elet^ion  for  a  member 
of  parliament,  or  ac  making  up  the  roll  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county;  and  if  refufed  to  be 
taken  and  fubfcribed,  the  nameof  the perfon  re- 
fufing  is  to  be  ftruck  off  from  the  roll,  or  lift  of 
freeholders.  This  oath,  however,  does  not  put 
an  end  to  fiftirious  qualifications.  The  moft 
ufual  methods  of  framing  them  were  the  follow- 
ing *:  A  proprietor  firft  feud  out  the  lands,  upon 
which  he  meant  to  make  the  qualihcation,  to  fome 

obliged  the  parties  to  rely  upon  the  vnJerfieed  point  of  honour, 
inftead  ofapromife,  or  back  bond,  aito  theufe  tobe  made  of 
the  vote,  and  as  to  the  refloratioa  of  the  fuperiori^  when  re- 
quired. 

*  A  more  ufual  way  was,  for  a  proprietor  to  convey  the 
whole  lands,  both  property  and  fuperiority  to  a  friend  ;  whii:h 
friend  firft  reconveyed  the  property  back  to  the  owner,  and  then 
parcelled  out  the  fiiperiortties,  and  conveyed  them  to  the  per< 
font  who  were  meant  to  have  votes :  this  way  was  preferred,  ta 
avoidingan/dired  tnuifaAion  betwixt  the  known  owner  and 
the  new  voter. 

[B  l\  ftioid; 
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friend ;  he  then  alienated  the  fuperiorities  in  fee, 
life-rent  or  Wadfet,  to  the  perfons  whom  he  wi(h- 
ed  to  entitle  to  vote  ;  after  wtich,  the  friends,  to 
whom  he  had  feud  out  the  lands,  re-difpofed 
^em  to  him ;  and  thus  he  gave  away  the  bare 
fuperiority  only.  This  ad  was  legal  in  appear- 
ance, becaufe  the  law  of  Scotland  allows  a  man  to 
alienate  the  fuperiority  *,  provided  he  retains  the 
property  in  his  lands ;  and  it  entitles  the  pcrfon 
holding  the  fuperiority  to  a  right  to  vote.  But  in 
this  refpeft  it  was  illegal ;  becaufe  the  perfons  who 
received  fuch  fuperiorities  were  under ftood,  in  ho- 
nour, to  reftore  the  qualifications  wh^n  required ; 
which  tranfadion  is  done  in  a  way  fo  as  not  to 
make  it  poffible  for  the  voter  to  difturb  the  titles 
of  the  real  proprietor,  and  to  vote  under  his  influ- 
ence. 

The  Court  of  Seflion,  in  the  courfe  of  the  qucf- 
tions  which  arofe  in  confequence  of  the  general 
clcdiori,  in  i768,befides  putting  the  Truft  Oath^ 
allowed  feveral  interrogatories  to  be  put  to  thofe 
who  claimed  a  right  to  vote,  for  the  purpofc  of 

♦  On  the  contrary,  a  man  cannot  alienate  the  fuperiority 
alone,  except  it  appears  that  he  is  not  then  pofTelTed  of  the  pro- 
perty ;  and  hence  arofe  the  various  devices  to  alienate,  in  appear- 
ance^  the  property',  previous  to  fplitting  the  fuperiorities. 

dilboverino: 
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difcovering  the  nature  of  the  tranfaflion.  Whe- 
ther the  claimant  had  been  folicited  to  accept  of 
the  qualification,  and  if  it  was  not  given  merely  to 
create  a  vote  f  Whether  any  thing  had  been 
truly  pwd  for  it,  or  was  truly  and  bom  fide  to  be 
paid  ?  Who  defrayed  the  expence  of  making 
the  conveyances,  &c.  &c. 

To  fuch  queftions  feveral  perfons,  who  had 
taken  the  Truft  Oath,  refufed  to  reply,  and  their 
names  were,  for  that  reafon,  ftruck  off  irom 
the  rolls  of  freeholders.  But  the  deci(ions  of  the 
Houfe  of  SefHons  were  revcrfed,  upon  the  fame 
queftions  being  brought  by  appeal  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  It  would  fecm,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  having  then  confidered  the  Truft  Oath 
as  the  only  teft  of  poffcfnon  allowed  by  law,  and 
that  it  exceeded  their  powers,  as  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  proof,  this 
was  underftood  to  be  law ;  till  at  laft,  on  the  re- 
view of  two  queftions  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  of 
a  like  nature,  different  principles  were  adopted. 
In  the  cafes  of  the  Honourable  William  Elphin- 
ftone  againft  John  Campbell,  Efq.  and  others, 
30th  of  April,  1787,  and  of  Sir  William  Forbes 
and  others,  againft  Sir  John  Macpherfon,  19th  of 
April,  1791*  it  was  decided,  *'  That  fpecial  in- 
[B  3]  terrogatories 
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tcrrogatories  might  be  put  to  thofe  who  claimed 
a  right  to  vote;  and  if,  befides  taking  the  Truft 
Oath,  they  refufed  to  reply,  or  if,  from  their  re- 
plies,, the  tranfa<5kion  appeared  to  be  fimulate,  and 
the  vote  fiftitious,  the  claimant  ought  to  be  rcr 
jcfted/' 

It  was  then  laid  down  by  the  court  to  be  the 
law  of  Scotland,  which  it  certainly  is,  **  That  the 
proprietor  of  a  mere  right  of  fuperiority,  which  enr 
titles  him  only  to  a  pennyScots yearly,  is  a  freeholder, 
if  he  be  fairly  holder  and  poffeflbr  of  that  intereft 
in  the  lands,  fuch  as  it  be* ;  but  if,  for  the  fake  of 
making  a  vote,  one  perfon,  fhall  only  in  appear-!- 
ance,  give  to  another  a  right  of  fuperiority,  while 

the  receiver  is  bound  in  honour  to  vote  either  for 

*  TbatiSf  provided  the  lands  ofwhich  be  appeared  to  be  fli- 
pcrior  are  of  a  certain  value. 

The  law  meant  to  give  a  right  to  vote  to  every  man  who  had 
lands,  which  had  been  vahied  at  400I.  Scots,  in  the  tax-rolls. 
Now  any  man  is  allowed  to  vote,  who  is  fuperior  of  fuch  an 
cftate,  thpugh  he  draws  but  a  penny  or  any  nominal  feu  :  but 
if  a  cafe  can  be  imagined  of  a  perfon's  drawing  a  feu  duty  of 
loool.  ayearfrom  lands  valued  at  only  300I.  Scots,  that  would 
not  give  him  a  vote.  The  right  to  vote  is  fixed  by  the  value  of 
the  lands  thin^felves,  over  which  a  man  has  a  fuperiority,  and 
not  by  the  value  of  the  feu  duty  which  the  fuperior  draws  from 
tl^e  hfnds, 

hin:) 


ABERDEENSHIRE.  "J 

him  or  his  friend,  and  not  to  difturb  the  titles  of 
the  grantor,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  then,  is  a  fraud  com- 
mitted againft  the  law,  which  may  be  inveftigated 
in  the  fame  way  with  any  other  queftion  of  the 
lame  kind." 

The  number  of  voter*  in  feveral  counties  in 
Scotland,  is  not  greater  than  in  many  of  the  rot- 
ten boroughs  in  England.  The  right  of  votihg 
being  thus  limited,  their  reprefentatives  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  fairly  and  impartially  elefted,  receiv- 
ing the  voice  of  influence  and  power,  inftead  of 
the  fuSrages  of  the  people  at  large. 


ABERDEENSHIRE. 

rf^N"  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  a  meeting 
^-^  which  was  held  at  Aberdeen  the  21ft  of 
July,  1 790,  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  ferve 
this  county  in  parliament,  the  number  of  free- 
holders, in  whom  the  right  of  cleftion  is  veftcd, 
appeared  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight;  when 
James  Fergufon,  Efq.  of  Pitfour,  was  unani- 
moufly  elected. 

[B  4]  ARGYLE- 
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AT  the  meeting  held  at  Invc^^^y  the  1 9th  of 
July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elei^ing  a. 
member  to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament, 
the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by  the  roll,  was 
forty-three ;  when  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  waj 
unanimoufly  eleded. 

Patron*— Duke  of  Ar^le. 

AYRSHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Ayr  the 
-^-^  19th  cf  July,  1790,  for  the  eledlionof^t 
member  to  fcrve  this  county  in  parliament,  the 
number  of  eledors  appeared  to  be  two  hundred 
and  twenty  -,  when  Sir  Adam  Ferguffon,  of  Kilker^ 
fon.  Ban.  was  unanimouily  eledted. 


BAMFFSHIRE. 

» 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  which  was  held 
.*^^  at  Bui.ff  the  2d  of  July,  1790,  for  the 
picdion  of  a    member  to  reprefent  this  county 

in 


SHIRE   OP   CAITBKEfS.  9 

in  parliament,  the  number  of  voters  on  the  roll 
ihen  made  up,  was  one  hundred  and  eight; 
when  Sir  James  Grant,  of  Grant,  Bart,  was  ummi- 
moufly  eledted. 

Patrons. —Duke  of  Gordon  and  Earl  of  Fife. 


BERWICKSHIRE. 

/^N  making  up  the  roll  at  a  meeting  of  free- 
^^  holders,  held  at  Greenlaw  the  ift  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  a  mernber  to 
reprefent  this  county  in  parliament,  the  number 
c^  voters  appeared  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  $ 
when  Patrick  Home,  Efq.  of  Wedderbum,  was 
unanimoufly  elected. 


SHIRE  OF  CAITHNESS. 

/^N  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
^^  freeholders,  held  at  Wick  the  i  ft  of  July, 
1 790,  for  the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  member  to 
represent  thi^  Ihire  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
voters  found  in  the  whole  couni^  was  but  twenty- 
two; 
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two;  when  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart-  was  unani- 
moufly  elefted. 

Patron. — Sir  John  Sinclair. 


SHIRE  OF  CROMARTY. 

IN  .this  county,. according  to  the  meeting  of 
freeholders,  held  at  Cromarty  the  8th  of  July, 
1 790,  there  are  but  fix  voters 

As  this  numerous  body  of  voters  have  the 
cxclufive  privilege  of  eleding  the  reprefentatives 
for  the  county,  their  nam^s  may  not  be  unaccept- 
able to  our  readers. 

William  Pulteney,  Efq.  of  Solway  Bank. 
Duncan  Davidfon,  Efq,  of  TuUock. 
Alexander  Rofs  Grey,  Efq.  of  Cromarty. 
David  Urquhart,  Efq.  of  Braelangwall. 
Robert  Bruce  -£ncas  Macleod,  Efq.  of  Cadboll. 
Alexander  Brodie,  Efq.  of  Brodie. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  two  out  of  thefe  fix 
eleftors  were  candidates   for   its  reprefentation ; 

viz. 
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viz.    Alexander    Brodie,  Efq.  of   Brodie,    and 
Duncan  Davidfon,  Efq  of  Tullock. 

The  following  freeholders  voted-for  Mr.  Da- 
vidfon. 

William  Pulteney,  Prefes. 
Duncan  Davidfon,  for  himfelf. 
Ale3»nder  Rofs  Grey. 

The  following  voted  for  Mr.  Brodie. 

David  Urquhan. 

Robert  Bruce  Macas  Macleod. 

Alexander  Brodie,  for  himfelf. 

The  numbers  being  thus  rendered  equal,  Ac 

Prefes,  William  Pulteney,  Efq.  (according  to  the 

laws  of  eledion  in  Scotland)  gave  the  caftii^ 

'  vote  to  Mr.  Davidfon,  who  was  of  courfe  declared 

duly  elected. 

Patron. — ^Mr.  Pulteney. 


DUMBAR- 
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DUMBARTONSHIRE. 

/^N  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
^^  freeholders,  held  at  Dumbarton  the  2 1  ft  of 
July,  1790^  for  the  eleftion  of  a  member  to  (erve 
this  fliire  in  parliament,  the  number  appeared  to 
be  fixty-five ;  when  Sir  Archibald  Edmonftonc,  of 
Duntreath,  Bart,  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 

Patron.^Hoh.  Keith  Elphinilon. 


DUMFRIES-SHIRE. 

» 

ON  making  up  the  roll  at  a  meeting  of  firee- 
holders,  held  at  Dumfries  the  24th  of  July, 
1790,  the  number  was  forty-nine.  A  comeft 
then  took  place,  for  the  reprefcntation  of  this 
county  in  parliament,  between  Sir  Robert  Lawrie^ 
and  John  Johnftone,Efq  of  Alva  ;  when  thenum- 
bers  were,  for  Sir  John  Robeft  Lawrie,  twenty- 
two,  John  Johnftonc,  Efq.  thirteen  ;  whereupon 
Sir  Robert  Lawrie  was  returned  as  duly  elefted. 


SHIRE 
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SHIRE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

ON  making  up  the  roll,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
freeholders,  held  at  Edinburgh,  25^1  June, 
1 790,  the  number  of  cleftors  appeared  to  be 
ainety  fix ;  when  Robert  Dundas,  Efq.  of  Ai^ 
nifton,  was  unaniinoufly  eleded  their  reprefeaca- 
tive  in  parliament. 

Patrok. — Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 


FIFESHIRE, 

^''VN  the  roll  .being  made  up,  at  the  meet!  ng  of 
\m/  freeholders,  held  at  Cupar  the  22d  c^  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  member  to  re- 
prelent  this  fhire  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
voters  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight ;  when 
William  Wemyfs,  Efq.  of  Wemyls,  was  unani- 
moufly  clcdted. 

Pat&dv.— £irl  of  Fife. 


FORFAR- 
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FORFARSHIRE. 

ON  the  roll  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of  free* 
holders,  held  at  Forfar  the  2d  of  July, 
1790,  for  thepurpofeof  elefting  a  member  ta 
rcprefent  this  (hire,  in  parliament,  the  number 
appeared  to  be  ninety-two;  when  David  Scott, 
£fq.  of  Dunninauld,  was  unanimoufly  elected* 


HADDINGTONSHIRE. 

/^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  a  meeting  of  free- 
holders, held  at  Haddington  the  28  th  of 
June,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  a  repre- 
fentative  to  ferve  this  county  in  parliament,  the 
number  was  fcventy-fix  ;  when  John  Hamilton, 
Efq,  of  Pencaitland,  was  unanimoufly  elected. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Invernels 
-^^^  the  27th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of 
cleding  a  reprefentative  in  parliament  for  this 

county. 
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county,  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by  the 
t<A\  then  made  up,  was  one  hundred  and  three ; 
when  IJeutenant-colonel  Norman  Macleod,  of 
Macleod,  was  unanimoufly.  clefted. 

Patron. — Duke  of  Gordon. 


KINCARDINESHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Stone- 
haven the  14th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  elcding  a  reprefemative  in  parliament  few 
this  county,  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by 
the  roll  then  made  up,  was  fifty-five  ;  wlien  7".  jbcrt 
Barclay,  Efq.  of  Urie,  was  unanimouliy  cbdicd. 


KINROSS-SHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Kinrc^ 
on  the  6th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe 
of  elefting  a  reprefentative  to  fcrve  this  county  in 
parhament,  the  number  of  voters  appeared  to  be 
twenty-thvee ;  when  George  Graham,  Efq.  of  Kia- 
lofs,  was  unanimoufly  elefted. 

STEWARTRY 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

A  T  the  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Kirkcud* 
bright  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  eledting  a  reprefentative  to  fervc  this  place 
in  parliament,  the  number  was,  as  appears  by  the 
roll  made  up,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five ;  when 
Major-general  Alexander  Stewart  was  unanimoufly 
eledled. 

LANERKSHIRE. 

/^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  a  meeting  of  free- 
^^  holders,  held  at  Lanerk  the  1 4th  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  eleAing  their  reprefen- 
tative in  parliament,  the  number  of  voters  was 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight;  when  Sir  James 
Steuart  Denholme,  of  Coltnefs,  Bart,  was  unani- 
moufly elefted. 

LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 

AT  the   laft   general    eledion,    Sir  William 
Auguftus   Cunninghanie,    of  Livingftone, 
aod  the  Honourable  John  Hope,  oppofed  each 

other 
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Other  as  candidates  for  the  repreferitation  of  that 
county  in  parliament.  The  number  of  freeholders 
is  fixty-two  ;  of  which  number  thirty-four  voted 
for  the  Honourable  John  Hope,  and  twenty  for 
Sir  William  Augiiftus  Cunninghamc ;  whereupon 
the  Honourable  John  Hope  was  returned  as  dul^ 
elefted. 


SHIRE  OF  MORAY. 

i^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of  free- . 
^^  holders,  held  at  E^n  the  5th  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  reprefentaitiye 
to  ferve  this  county  in  parliament,  the  numbtf  of 
voters  was  feventy-feven  j  when  Lewis  Alexander 
Grant,  Efq.  of  Grant,  the  younger,  was  luuni- 
moufly  elefted. 


SHIRE  OF  ORKNEY. 

A  T  the  lad  general  eledion,  a  conteft  took 
"*  place  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county, 
between  John  Balfour,  Efq.  Fiar  of  Wariater,  and 
Colonel  Thomas  Dundiu,  of  FingaJk.  The  num- 
Vot.III.  [C]    "  ha 
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ber  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the  roll  made  up 
at  the  meeting  held  at  Kirkwall,  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1790,  was  forty;  nineteen  of  whom  voted 
for  Mr.  Balfour,  and  thirteen  for  Mr.  Dvmdas ; 
whereupon  Mr.  Balfour  was  returned  as  duly 
clefted. 

» 

ff 

Patron. — Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 


PEEBLES-SHIRE. 

ON  the  roll,  made  up  at  the  meeting  of  free- 
holders, held  at  Peebles  the  5th  of  July, 
1790,  the  number  of  voters  was  thirty-feven ; 
when  Lieutenant  William  Montgomery  was  Una- 
nimoufly  eledted. 


PERTHSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eleftion  for  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  this  countv,  there  was  a  conteft  be- 
tween  Major  General  James  Murray,  of  Strowan, 
and  John  Drummond,  Efq.  of  Megginch;  on 
which  occafion  the  number  of  freeholders,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  roll  made  up  at  their  meeting,  held 

at 
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at  Perth  the  17th  of  July,  i79<?»  was  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five;  fixty-feven  of  whom  voted  for 
General  Murrayj  and  thirty-nine  for  Mr.  Drum- 
mond  J  whereupon  the  General  was  returned  as 
duly  elcfled. 


RENFREWSHIRE. 

A  T  the  lafl  general  election  for  this  county, 
■*■  there  was  a  conteft  for  its  reprefentation,  be- 
tween John  Shaw  Stewart,  £fq.  of  Greenock,  and 
Alexander  Cunninghame,  Efq.  of  Craigends.  The 
number  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the  roll, 
made  up  at  the  meeting  iield  at  Renfrew  the 
24th  of  July,  1790,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  i  twenty*two  of  whom  voted  for  Mr.  Stewart, 
and  twenty-one  for  Mr.  Cunninghame  j  where- 
upon Mr.  Stewart  was  declared  and  returned  as 
duly  eleded. 


ROSS-SHIRE. 

^^N  the  making  up  of  the  roll,  at  the  meeting 

^-^  of  freeholders,  held  at  Tain  the  1 6th  of  July, 

1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  electing  a  reprefentative 

[Ca]  to 
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to  ferve  this  (hire  in  parliament,  the  number  t>f 
Voters  was  feventy-two;  when  William  Adam, 
Efq.  the  younger,  of  Blair,  was  unanimouily 
elcfted. 


ROXBURGHSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county,  be- 
tween  Sir  George  Douglas,  of  Springwood  Park, 
and  John  Rutherford,  Efq.  of  Edgarftoun.  The 
number  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the  roll 
made  up  at  their  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Jedburgh  the  24th  of  July,  1 790,  was  eighty- 
one  ;  thirty  of  whom  voted  for  Sir  George  Doug- 
las, and  twenty-five  for  Mr.  Rutherford ;  where- 
upon Sir  George  was  declared  duly  ekfted. 


SELKIRKSHIRE. 

V 

'X^HE  number  of  freeholders  for  this  county, 

•*•    as  appears  by  the  roll  which  was  inade  i^ 

at  tiieir  meeting,  held  at  Selkirk  the  2d  of  July, 

1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  a  member  to 

fervc 
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ferve  diem  in  parliament,  was  forty ;  when  Mark 
Fringle,  Eiq.  of  Fairnilie,  was  unanimously 
ekaed. 


STIRLINGSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  elcAion  there  was  a  con- 
•^^  left  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county, 
between  Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Ardkinlafs, 
Bart,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  of  Kerfe,  Bart. 
Thp  number  of  freeholders,  as  appeared  by  the 
roll  then  made  up,  at  the  meeting  which  was 
hdd  at  Stirling  the  6th. of  July,  1790,  was  fifty- 
nine;  twenty-eigh?  of  whom  voted  for  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dundas,  and  twenty-two  for  Sir  Alexander 
Campbell;  whereupon  Sir  Thomas  was  returned 
as  duly  elected. 


SHIRE  OF  SUTHERLAND. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eleAion,  there  was  a  con- 

-^^  teft  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county, 

between  General  James  Grant,  of  Ballindatlock, 

Robert  Bruce  i£neas  Macleod,   Efq.   of  Cad- 

[C  3]  boU, 
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boll,  and  Robert  Home  Gordon,  Efq.  of  Embo. 
The  number  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the 
roll  made  up  at  their  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Dornock  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  was  thirty-five; 
nine  of  whom  voted  for  General  Grant,  five  for 
Mr,  Macleod,  und  three  for  Mr.  Gordon ;  where- 
upon the  General  vfas  returned  as  dqly  elcfted* 


WIGTONSHIRE/ 

/^N  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
^^  freeholders,  held  at  Wigton  the  i6th  of 
July,  1790,  the  number  appeared  to  be  fifty- 
three  j  when  Andrew  M*Dowal,  Efq.  of  Cul- 
groat,  was  unanimoufly  eledted. 


SHIRE  OF  BUTE. 

A  T  the  making  up  of  the  roll  of  freeholders, 
-^-^  at  a  meeting  held  at  Rothfay  the  2 2d  of 
April,  178*4,  fince  which  time  the  freeholders  have 
had  no  meeting,  (not  fending  a  reprefentative  to 
this  prefent  parliament)  the  number  of  elcftors 
appeared  to  be  twelve. 

Patron. — Earl  of  Bute* 

CLACK- 
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CLACKMANNANSHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  this  county, 
■^^  held  at  Clackmannan  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1788,  iince  which  time  they  have  had  no 
meeting,  (not  fending  a  member  to  this  prefent 
parliament)  the  number  of  voters,  as-appcared  by 
the  roll  then  made  up,  was  fixteen. 


NAIRNSHIRE. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  this 
county,  held  at  Niurn  in  Michaelmas,  1 789, 
Cnce  which  no  meeting  has  been  held,  this  Ihire 
nQt  returning  a  member  to  this  parliament,  the 
number  of  voters,  as  appeared  on  the  roll  tlien 
made  up,  was  twenty. 


[C  4]  SCOTCH 
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SCOTCH    BOROUGHS 


INTRODUCTION. 

ID  y  an  a6t  of  the  Scotch  parliament  paflcd  in 
■'■-'  1 706,  and  which  was  afterward^  engroffed  in 
the  Treaty  of  Union,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  is 
allowed  to  elcft  one  commiflioner  or  reprefenta- 
tive  to  ferve  in  parliament ;  while  the  reft  of  the 
boroughs,  which  are  divided  into  fourteen  di- 
Tbifts,  arc  impowered  to  fend  one  to  each  di- 
ftrift. 

FoTtrttrly  the  counfell6rs  and  misigiftrates  of  the 
royal  boroughs  in  Scotland  were  elefted  annually, 
by  a  poll  of  the  burgefles,  as  they  were  in  Eng- 
land, agreeable  to  the  principles  of  our  conftitu- 
tion  ;  biat,  by  an  aft  of  1469,  this  mode  was  al- 
tered, and  the  old  council  ordered  annually  to 
choofe  the  new  one ;  both  of  which  united  to  eledt 
the  office  bearers  and  magiftrates  j  byt  the  ^iredtions 
of  the  ftatute  having  never  been  exaftly  attended 
to,  there  is  now  no  precife  rule  for  the  eleftion  of 

the 
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the  council  and  magiHrates  of  the  rap!  borou^s 
gencrsdly ;  each  borough  claiming  its  own  politi- 
cal inftitution. 

The  form  of  proceeding  at  the  eleAion  of  the 
reprefcntatives  of  the  fourteen  diftrifts  of  thefe 
boroughs  is  this.  Th?  flieriff,  on  receiving  the 
writ,  indorfes  on  it  the  date  on  which  it  came  to 
hand  ;  he  then  makes  out  a  precept  to  every  bo- 
lough  within  his  jurifdidlion,  requiring  them 
to  deft  a  commiffioncT  to  meet  at  the  prefiding 
borough  of  the  diftriit,  there  to  affift  in  defting 
a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  parliament.  Thefc  precepts 
moft  be  delivered  by  the  flieriff  to  the  chief  ma- 
giftrate  refiding  in  the  borough,  within  ibur  day* 
irfter  receiving  the  writ,  under  the  penalty  of  lool, 
fterling  for  each  offence. 

Under  a  like  penahy  the  chief  magiftrates  muft 
indor'"^  upon  the  precept  the  date  of  its  delivery ; 
and,  within  two  days,  mull  call  a  meeting  of  the 
cooncil  of  the  borough,  to  fix  a  day,  at  the  dif- 
'tance  of  at  leaft  two  free  days,  for  the  eleftion  of 
'a  commiOioner  or  del^ate,  to  go  to  the  head- 
^  borough  to  vote  at  the  eleftion  of  a  member  for 
the  diftridt.  The  council  meeting  for  this  elec- 
tion, then  take  the  oath  of  allegiuice,  and  lign 

the 


^6  INTRODUCTIOJy. 

the  aflurance ;  the  town-clerk  then  ukes  an  oatb 
againft  bribery,  and  fwears  to  make  a  faithful  re- 
turn. The  votes  being  then  put,  the  clerk  is  or- 
dered to  draw  up  a  commiffion,  to  the  perfon 
who  has  the  majority,  and  to  fign  and  affix  to  it 
the  common  feal  of  the  borough. 

The  cpmmiffioners  from  the  different  boroughs, 
being  thus  chofen,  meet  at  the  prefiding  or  head 
borough  of  the  di drift,  on  the  thirtieth  day  after 
the  teje  of  the  writ ;  or,  if  that  (hould  fall  on  a 
Sunday,  on  the  day  following,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  The  commiffioner 
from  the  prefiding  borough  then  adminifters  to 
the  clerk  of  his  own  borough,  who  is  alfo  clerk 
of  the  meeting,  an  oath  againft  bribery,  and  that 
he  fhall  make  a  faithful  return. 

Haying  thus  givei>  a  brief  account  of  the  law 
of  Scotland,  with  refpeft  to  the  authority  which 
the  royal  boroughs  have,  of  elefting  reprefenta- 
tives  to  f^rve  them  in  parliament,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  delegates  or  commiffioners  are  chofen 
and  fent  to  the  prefiding  borough  to  proceed  to 
fuch  eleftion,  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  the 
names  of  the  boroughs  v/hich  compofe  the  di- 
ftrifts,  together  with  the  names  of  thofe  perfons 

who 
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who  are  generally  ele6:ed  and  returned  by  them  to 
be  their  reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

The  city  of  Edinburgh,  being  a  place  of  fome 
note,  we  fliall,  with  leave  of  our  Readers,  place 
i[  at  the  head  of  the  boroughs.         \ 


EDINBURGH. 

Political  Character. 
npHE  mode  of  proceeding  at  the  eleftion  rf 
the  member  of  parliament  for  this  city  is  ex- 
tremely fimple,  the  right  of  cleftion  being  in  the 
whole  magidrates  and  council,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, united.  The  clerk  (although  perhaps 
he  lies  under  no  ftrift  ncccflity  by  ftatute  to  do  fo) 
uliially  takes  the  oath  againfl  bribery,  and  to  make 
a  faithful  return. 

The  whole  is  {ettled  in  a  general,  but  rather  in- 
accurate way,  by  an  aft  of  the  6th  of  Queen 
Ann,  c.  6.  5.  "  The  Sheriff  of  the  (hire  of  Edin- 
bui^h  fhall,  on  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  direfted 
to  him,  forthwith  direft  his  precept  to  the  Lord 
Provoft  of  Edinburgh,  to  caufe  a  burgcfs  to  be 
elcfted 


Zt  SCOTCH  BOROUGHS* 

de^d  for  that  city  ;  and  on  the  receipt  of  fuch 
precept,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  (hall  eiedt  their 
member ;  and  their  common  clerk  (hall  certify  his 
name  to  the  (heriff  of  Edinburgh,  who  (hall  an- 
nex it  to  his  writ^  and  return  it. 

The  council  by  whom  the  member  is  elected 
con(ifts  of 

A  provoft 

Four  bailies 

Dean  of  guild 

Trcafurer 

Old  provoft 

Four  old  bailies 

Old  d^an  of  guild 

Old  trp^i^rer 
Three  merchant  counfellors 
Two  trades  counfellors 
Six  ordinary  council  deacons 
Eight  extraordinary  council  deacons. 

Tbeie  v&t^rs  are  all  under  the  influence  of  Mr. 
JDundas,  their  prcfent  rcprefentative.  The  eAor- 
mous  patronage  which  ^hts  gentleman  is  qecefl^* 
rily  in  poflei£on  of,  from  the  various  and  lucra- 
tive plaq^s  which  be  holds  undei  Government,  in- 
fures  to  ham  the  cen;ainty  of  fijicicefs  for  the  re- 

prefentation 
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piefentation  of  die  city,  unattended  bofh  with 
the  trouble  of  canvaffing  And  the  cKpence  of  an 
oppofition  to  his  intereft. 

Number  of  Voters. — Thiity-iiiree. 

Patroh. — ^Right  Hon.  Heniy  Dundas. 

DISTRICT  I. 

This  diftrid;,  of  which  Dingwall  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dornoch,  Wick« 
Kirkwall,  and  Tain. 

At  the  lafl  general  election.  Sir  Charles  Ra% 
of  BalnagowD,  Bart,  was  unanimouiljr  eled:«d  to 
reprefent  them  in  parliameot. 

Ndmber  of  Voters.— five., 

Fatroh. — Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 

DISTRICT  II. 

This  diftridt,  of  which  Fortrofe  was  the  pre- 
-fidiog  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Inventefsi  Nairn, 
aad  Forftt, 

AC 
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At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  Sir  Hcdtor  Monro 
was  unanitnoufljr  elefted  to  reprefent  them  in  par- 
liament, 

NuMMR  OF  Voters* — ^THREE, 


DISTRICT  III. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Elgin  was  the  prefiding 
borough,  comprifcs  alfo  Baniff,  Cullen,  Kintore> 
land  Inverury. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  Alexander  Brodic, 
Efq.  was  unanimoufly  elcded  to  reprefent  them  in 
parliament. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 


DISTRICT  IV. 

This  diftrifb,  of  which  Aberdeen  was  the  pre- 
fiding borough,  comprehends  alfo  Montrofe,  Bre- 
chin, Aberbrothock,  or  Inverbervie. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  an  oppofi- 
tion  for  the  reprefentation  of  thefe  boroughs  in 

parliament 
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parliament  between  Alexander  CaJlender,  Efq.  of 
Crichton,  and  Sir  David  Carnegie,  of  Southcik. 
The  delegates  of  Aberdeen,  Montrofe,  and  Inver- 
bervie, voted  for  Mr.  Alexander,  and  thofe  of 
Brechin  and  Aberbrothock  for  Sir  David ;  when 
Mr.  Callender  was  eleded,  and  dul^  returned. 

NUMBEII  OF  VOTBRS.— FIVE.    . 


DISTRICT  V. 

This  dlftridl,  of  which  Perrfi  was  the  prefiding 
borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dundee,  St.  Andrew's, 
Cupar,  and  Forfar. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  for  thefe  boroughs, 
a  conteft  took  place  between  Captain  George 
Murray,  of  Pitkeathly,  and  Captain  Colin  Camp- 
bell, of  Carwhin.  The  commiffioners  for  Dun- 
dec,  St.  Andrew's,  Cupar,  and  Forfer,  voted  for' 
Mr.  Murray,  and  that  for  Perth  for  Capt.  Camp- 
bell ;  when  Captain  Murray  was  returned  as  duly 
elefted. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 

DISTRICT 
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DISTRICT  VI. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Craill  was  the  prcfiding 
borough,  comprehends  alfo  Kilrunny,  Anftruther 
Weftcr>  Anftruther  Eafter,  and  Pittenween. 

At  the  laft  general  eledtion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  the  repref^ptation  of  diefe  boroughs  in  parlia- 
ment, between  Sir  John  Anftnither  and  Thomas 
Erlkine,  Efq.  late  Britifti  Coiiful  at  Gottenburgh. 
The  delegates  for  Anftruthex^  Wefter,  Anftruther 
Eafter,  and  Pittenween,  voted  for  Sir  John,  and 
Aofc  for  Craill  and  Kilrenny  for  Mr.  Erikinc; 
whereupon  Sir  John  Anftruther  was  returned  as 
duly  eleded. 

Number  of  Voters.— FIVE. 


DISTRICT  VII. 

This  diftridt,  of  which  Kinghorn  was  the  prc- 
iiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dyfart^  Kirkalr 
die,  and  Bruntiiland* 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  an  oppo* 
fition  for  their  reprefentation  in  parliament,  be- 

tween 
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tween  the  Honourable  Charles  Hope  and  John 
Crawfiird,  Efq.  of  Auchinames.  The  delegates 
for  Kinghorn  and  KJrkaldie  voted  for  Mr.  Hope, 
and  thofc  for  Dyfart  and  Bruntifland  for  Mr. 
Crawfurd  ;  when  Mr.  Hope  was  eleiSed  by  the 
calling  vote  of  the  delegate  for  Kinghorn,  the  re- 
turning borough. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  VIII. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Stirling  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Inverkcithii^, 
Dunferline,  Culrofs,  and  Queensferry. 

At  tlie  laft  general  eledUon,  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell  was  elefted  without  opposition. 

Number  op  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  IX. 

This  diflrift,  of  which  Rutherglen  was  the  pre- 
Tiding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Glafgow,  Ren- 
frew, and  Dumbanon. 

Vol.  III.  [D]  At 


34  SCOTCH  BOROUGHS. 

At  the  laft  general  eledtion,    Mr.   M*Dowal 
was  unanimouily  elefted. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  X. 

This  diftria^  of  which  Jedburgh  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dunbar,  North 
Berwick,  Lauder,  and  Haddington. 

At  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  a  contefl 
for  thjsir  reprefentation  between  the  Honourable 
Thomas  Maitland  and  Colonel  FuUarton.  The 
delegates  for  Jedburgh  and  Haddington  voted  for 
Mr.  FuUarton,  and  thofe  for  Dunbar,  North 
Berwkkand  Lauder  for  Mr.  Maitland;  where- 
upon the  latter  gentleman  was  returned. 

Number  oy  Voters. — FIVK 


DISTRICT  XI. 

This  diftria,  of  which  Peebles  was  the  return- 
ing borough,:  comprifes  alfo  Linlithgow,  Selkirk, 
and  Lanerk. 

At 


SCOTCH  80R0TT6IIS.- 


At  the  laft  general  eledion,  William  Gneve, 
Efq:  was  unanimoufly  ele<5ked.   . 

Number  of  Voters.— FOUR. 


DISTRICT  XXL 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Dumfries  was  thfc  pre- 
liding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Kirkcudbright, 
Annan>  Lochmaben,  and  Sanquhar. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  their  reprefentation  in  parliament  between 
Captain  Millar,  jun.  of  Dalfwinton,  and  Sir  James 
Johnftone.  The  delegates  for  Annan  and  I-och* 
maben  voted  for  Sir  James,  and  thofe  for  Dum- 
fries, Kirkcudbright,  and  Sanquhar,  for  Captain 
Miliar;  whereupon  Captain  Millar  was  returned. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 


DISTRICT  XIII. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Whithorn  was  the  pre- 
Cding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  New  Galloway, 
Stranraer,  arid  Wigton. 

[D  2]  At 


36  SCOTCH  BOROUGHS. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  an  oppo-» 
fition  for  their  reprefentation  between  Lord  Daer 
and  Colonel  Balfour.  The  delegates  for  New  Gal- 
loway and  Stranraer  voted  for  the  former,  and 
thofe  for  Whithorn  and  Wigton  for  the  lat- 
ter; when  Colonel  Balfour  was  declared  to  be 
duly  eledbed,  Whithorn  being  the  returning  bo- 
rough. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  XIV. 

This  diftridt,  of  which  Irvine  was  the  returning 
borough,  comprehends  alfo  Rothfay,  Inverary, 
Campbellton  and  Ayr. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  the  Honourable 
Colonel  Charles  Stuajrt  was  unanimoully  elefted. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 


A  TABLE 


TABLE 

OF   THE 

COUNTIES,  CITIES,  and  BOROUGHS, 

O    P 

GREAT  BRITAIN; 


SHEWING  the  Period  at  which  each  City  and  Borough 
firft  fcnt  Members  to  Parliament ;  the  Names  of  thofc 
Places  wliich  have  loft  that  invaluable  Privilege ;  the  Time 
that  each  of  the  cxifting  Boroughs  have  been  deprived  of 
their  exclufivc  Rights ;  and  the  diflerent  Reigns  in  which 
they  have  been  reftored. 

N'  B.  The  Names  printed  in  IlalU  are  the  obfolete 
Boroughs. 


CoBStio,  Citiei.  ind 
Borough.. 

Whmfitft 

WIkh  difcoD. 
tiDued 

Wlwn   reftor. 
ed. 

Bedpordshiki. 

Dunftahk      -        - 

-      4  EJw.  II, 

Bedford     -    .    - 

.    .5  Edw.  I, 

Pekkiniki- 

K^Urr,     .      - 

30  Edw.  I. 

II  Edw.  III. 

Windf>r     -    .    - 
ReriiBg     -    -    - 
WJliBgford    -    - 
Abingix     -     - 

Ditto 

11  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

It  Edw.  III. 

14  Edw.  m. 
izEdw.ni. 

7  Edw.  IV. 
4«rsW.&M. 

t    B   ] 
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Counties,  Citiey,  and 
Boroughs. 

When  firft 
fummoned. 

When 
difcontinued. 

When 

rcflored. 

Buckinghamshire. 

Buckingham 
Wycomb       -     - 
Ayleft)ury      -      -      - 
Agmondefham     -     - 
Wendover       -      -     - 
Marlow     -     -     -      - 

II  Edw.III, 
28  Edw.  I. 

I  Mary 
28  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

I?iUQ 

12  Edw.  III. 
17  Edw.  IV. 

2  Edw.  II. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

36  H.  VIU. 
33  H.  VIII. 

21  James  I* 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Camridgeshike. 


Ely     -      - 
Wijbeacb     7 


23  Edw.  I.      27  Edw.  IIL 


Cambridge  Univcrfity       i  James  L 

: Town     -     23Pdw.  I.       17Edw.IV.     33H,Vin, 


Cheshire. 

I  E;dw.vir 

Cheilcr      -     -     - 

Ditto 

Cornwall. 

Polurun      -     T     - 

-     I  \  Edw.  III. 

12  Edw.III. 

•■ 

Launcefton      - 

-     23  Edw.  I. 

l^fkard     -     -      - 

Ditto 

1 7  Edw.  IV, 

I  Edw.  VI 

Leftwithiel 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Truro      -      -      - 

Dijto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Bodmin 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Helfton     -      -      - 

Ditto, 

Ditto 

PittQ 

Sahafh      -      .      - 

-       6  Edw.  VI. 

*              * 

C  a  mi  I  ford 

Ditto 

Welilooe     -     -     - 

Ditto 

Grampound     - 

Ditto 

Eartlooe     -     -     - 

r     1 4.  Edw,  III, 

14  Edw.  III. 

13  Eliz. 

Penryn      -      .     - 

1  Mary 

/ 

•P                          *     9 

Tregoney 

-     23  Edw.  I. 

35  Ejdw.  I. 

I  Eliz, 

BofTmey      -      -     - 

-      6  Edw.  VI, 

St.  Ives      -      -     - 

-  4&CP.&M. 

-  14  Edw.III, 

fowey      -     -     - 

14  EiJw.lII. 

13  Eliz, 

§f.  Germains 

.      5  Elizt 

«       f            * 
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CouDtiei,  Citici,  an 

d             Whtn  fitft 

When  dif- 

When 

Borough). 

fummonea 

coiuinucd. 

TFaortd. 

St.Mich.d     -     ■ 

-        eEJw.VI. 

St.  Mawe's     -     - 

-     -        Ditto 

.       c  Elii. 

CaUington     -     - 

-    27Elii. 

CuMBBKLAND. 

Egrrmml     •      - 

-    -    73Edw.I. 

i+Edw.I. 

Carlille     -      - 

-    -        Ditto 

17Edw.IV. 

33H«.VIII 

Cockennouth 

Ditto 

a+  Edw.  I. 

i6Cha.I. 

Dekbtihikb. 

DCTby     -     -     - 

Ditto 

17Edw.IV. 

jjHen.Vni 

Dbvohshike. 

Bradntjham      -      - 

-      6Edw.II. 

7  Ed».  II. 

Crtdiien      -      -     ■ 

-    3jEJw.  I. 

36  Edw.  I, 

Exmoulb      -     -     ■ 

.  .   HEaw.in. 

icEdw.III. 

TnmiKgtm      ■      ~ 

-      eEilw.lII. 

7  Edw.m. 

LiMfofd     -     -     ■ 

.    -     jBi-dw.I. 

30  Edw.  1. 

.    -     3+Edw.I. 

3!  Edw.  I. 

Stufb  Mtmllen 

-    30  Edw.J. 

3.  Edw.  I. 

T^,m,.,h      .      - 

.    i+Edw.III. 

J  S  Edw.  III. 

T.r.i.sm    -     - 

-     13  Edw.  1. 

+5  Edw.  III. 

Exeier      -      -      - 

Ditto 

17Edu-.IV. 

.  Edw.  IV. 

Tomcfs     -     -     - 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Plyraouih      -      - 

-     a6£d*.  I. 

7  Edw.  II. 

aoHen.Vr. 

Oakhampton    -    - 
BamlUpic      -      - 

-      2SEdw.  I. 

Ditto 

16  Cha.  I. 

-     2jEdw.  I. 

17  Edw.  IV. 

1  Edw.  VI, 

Plynipion      -       - 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Honiton     -      -     - 

-    iSE.lB'.I. 

4  Fyiw.  II. 

16  Cha.  I. 

Taviftock       -      - 

-     23Edw.  I. 

17  Edw.  IV, 

.  Edw.  VI. 

Afhburton      -      • 

-    36  Edw.  I. 

8  Hen.  IV. 

16  Cha.  1. 

Durtmouth     -      - 

Ditto 

17  Edw.  IV. 

lEdw.VL 

Berwlfton      -      - 

-     17  Eliz. 

Ttveiion     •    -    - 

.    -     i8j,moI, 

(    4^ 

Counties,  Citici,  ind  Whenfirft  Whcll  Wkca 

Boroughs.  fummoned.        ^difcontinued.  reftorcd. 


Dorsetshire. 

Blandford    -    ^    -  -  >3  Edw,  I.       22  Edw.  HI. 

Winbom 

Sherborn     ...  -  n  Edw.  III.     11  Edw.  III. 

Mihon 
Ben  Regis 

Poole     -----  1 4  Edw.  III.    42Eclw.ni.    31  Hen.  VI, 

Dorchcftcr      -      -  -  23  Edw.  I.       17  Edw.  IV.     1  Edw,  VI, 

Lyme  Recis     -    -  -        Ditto  Ditto  Ditto 

Weymouth    -      -  -12  Edw.  II. 

NIelcomb  Regis    -  -  33  Edw.  I. 

Bridport     •    -    -  .  21  Edw.  III. 

Shaft  (bury     -      -  -  23  Edw.  I. 

Warcham    -    -    -  -  30  Edw.  I. 

Corfe  CaiUe     -    -  -  i4Eliz. 


Durham  Countt.  31  Cha.  II. 

City  of  Durham    -  -  Ditto 

Essex. 

Chelmsford     -      -  »-  iiEdw.III.     12  Edw.  III. 

Maiden     -     -     -  -  2Edw.IlI. 

Harwich     -    -    .  -  17  Edw.  III.     18  Edw.  III.     I2jaincsl* 

Colchcftcr      -      -  .  23  E^w.  I. 

Gloucestershire! 

Gloucefler     -    •    -  .  Ditto 

Cirencefter     -     -     -  -  ij  Eliz. 

Tcwkefbury  ^      •  -  7  James  I, 

Hampshire. 

Alresfard     -      -  -  23  Edw.  I.       35  Edw.  I. 

Alton      -       -      -  -  Ditto             4  Edw.  II, 

Bafin^Mi    -      -  .  Diw            DittQ 
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■      Conmiti,  Ciciei,  in4 

Whenfiril 

Wbea 

When 

B»o.jb.. 

funmoned. 

reftwfd. 

F^,i^      .      - 

.    j4Edw.I. 

36  Edw.  I. 

OJibm      -      . 

.8  Ed«.  I. 

Ditto 

OvMn        .     . 

-    ijEdw.  I. 

3  Edw.  II. 

Wiichelkr    .     - 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ponfmonih     -      - 

Ditto 

Yinnoiiih     -      - 

Ditto 

<4  Edw.  I. 

37  Eli.. 

Newport    -    -    - 

31  Edw.  I. 

34  Edw.  I. 

33Eliz. 

NcttTowh    -    - 

>7  Ellz. 

Pcietsbid    -     . 

3S  Edw.  I. 

36  Edw.  I. 

lEdw.VL] 

Stocthridge    -    - 

1  Ellz. 

Chriftchnreh    .    - 

13  Bill. 

Lyinington    -    - 

27  Ellz. 

WhitchBrdi      - 

Ditto 

Aodover     -      - 

33  Edw.  I. 

J  Edw.  II. 

37EIi2. 

HEKeFOKDSHIKI. 

BrtrntJ  -    -    • 

53  Edw.  I. 

34Edw.I. 
Ditto 

■  L,a^      -       - 

13  Edw.  I. 

IV.     -   -   -   - 

33  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Heiclbrd    ■    ■    - 

33  Edw.  I. 

Leominfter    -    - 

Ditto 

Wtobly      -    -    - 

Ditto 

i.Edw.n. 

ijCliar.I. 

Keiltfokdshirb. 

B^i-U^iiJ      - 

It  Edw. III. 

ilEdw.IU. 

StMlfBTi        '        • 

4  Edw.  II. 

Ditto 

St.  Albans     -    - 

35  Edw.  I. 

6  Edw.  ni. 

1  Edw.  VI. 

Hertford    -    -    • 

-    .J  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

SI  Jamei  I. 

HUNTINCDOXIHIKE. 

Hantingdon    -    -    - 

-    3]  Edw.  I. 

Conntlei,  Cities,  and 
Boroughs. 
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Whcnfirft 
fummoned. 


When  dtf- 
'  continued. 


When 
reflorcd. 


Kbnt. 

Greemfwicb     - 
^unbridge 

Canterbury 
Rochefler    - 
Maidftone 
Queenborough 


4&5Ph,&M. 
23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Edw.  VI. 
13.  Eliz. 


6  Ph.  &  M. 

24  Edw.  I. 


Q^Mary.        2  ElIz* 


Lancashible* 

Mancbefter 

Lancafter    - 
Newtown 
Wigan     - 
Clitheroe     - 
Liverpool 
Prcfton      - 


.     -     Commonw. 

-  23  Edw.  I. 

I  Eliz. 
.     '     23  Edw.  I. 
.      -       I  Eliz. 

-  23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 


5  Edw.IIL  I  Edw-  VI. 

36  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

35  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

2  Edw.  II.  Ditto 


Leicestershire. 
Melton  Mowbray 
Leicefter     -    - 


1 1  Edw.  III.     1 2  Edw,  III, 
23  Edw.  L 


Lincolnshire. 


Spalding  - 

WaynJUtt  - 

Linceln  - 
Boflon     . 

Grimfby  - 

Stamford  ,. 
Crantham 


a    -    « 


II  Edw. m.     1 2 Edw. III. 
Ditto  Ditto 

49  Hen.  III. 

1 1  Edw.  nL     27  Edw.IIL 

23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto  1 1  Edw.  III. 

2  Edw.  IV.  ' 


I  Edw.  VI, 
Ditto 


Middlesex. 


London 


49  Hen.  III. 
I  Edw.Vl. 
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MoNMOVTHSHIRE. 

■Monraoath      -      -  -  Uco.VUI 

KoKFttLK  CoUNTY> 

Norwich     -    -    -  -  23  Edw.  L 

Lynn  Regu    -  -     -  -  Ditto 

Yarmouitt     -      -  -  Ditto 

Thetford     -    -    .  -  j  Edw.  VI. 

Caftle  Riling   .    -  -  5  P.  &  M. 

NoKTHAMPTONlHIKB. 

Peterborough       -  -  1  Edw.  VI, 

KoTthampton      -  -  23  Edw.  I. 

Brackley     -     .     -  -  1  Edw.VL 

Highain  Ferrers    -  -  2^3  P.  &M. 


NuKTHOMBEKLAND. 

Saaifrg     .    .    -     .  2j  Edw.  I.       34  Edw.  I, 
Caririgg     -    -     -    -         Ditto  Ditto 

Ncwcaflle 

Morpeth    -     -    -    -       i  Q.  Mary- 
Berwick     -     -     -    -       Hcn.VIU. 


Nottingham 

EaftRetfoid    -     -    .      9  Edw.  H.      10  Edw.  II.     n  Elir. 

Newaflt    -     -     -    -    «9Clia,IL 


£ir/W     -     -     -    .  34  Edw.  L  3sEdw.  I. 

Ciiffiwg  NMtM    -    .  38  Edw.  I.  34  Edw.  L 

DttUmgnn     ...  30  Edw.  I.           Ditto  .      . 

ifbiiMQ    .     -    .    .  33  Edw.  I.  jEdw.II^ 
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fcikiottci»  Cities,  and 
Boroughs. 


When  firft 
fummoacd. 


When  dK- 
continued. 


Wheii 
rrftored. 


Oxford  UniTcriity 

-City       i 

Woodftock     '    - 
Banboiy     •    •    . 


James  I; 
23  £dw.  I. 
30  Edw,  I. 
I  Maty 


34  Edw.  L         I  Q^Msury 


RUTtAMDSHl&Ei 


Salop  CouRtt. 

Shrcwlbury    - 
Bridgnorth    - 
Ludlow     -     - 
Wcnlock    -    - 
Bilhop's  Caflh 


_  ^ 

•    23  Edw.  li 
Ditto 

-  1 2  Edw.  I  Vi 

Ditto 

-  15  Elizi 


SoMCHSETSHIREi 

Oxbridgt    -    - 
Qhard    -    .    - 
Dunjter    - 
Claflonlmfj    • 
hcMgpwrt     -     - 
Montacutt 
Stoke  Curcy    - 
Watchet     -     * 
iTrrr     .    .     . 


Briftol     .     - 
Bath    •    «i     « 
WcUs    .    . 
Taunton    - 
Bridgewater 
Mifijrfiead     - 
Ikbefter     - 

Milbome  Pore 


23  Edw*  I. 
28  Edw.  I. 
34  Edw.  III. 
1 2  Edw.  III. 

33  Edwi  I. 
Ditb 

34  Edw.  III. 
30  Edw.  I. 
34  Edw.  I. 

23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
lEliz. 
23  £dw«  L 

26  Edw.  I* 


1 7  Edw.  in. 

3  Edw.  III. 
35  Edw.  IIL 
13  Edw.  III. 
^6  Edw.  Ia 

34  Edw.  I. 

35  Edw.  IIL 
31  Edw.  I. 
^6  Edw.  L 


i2Edw.ni« 
13  Edw.  IV. 
35  Edw.  !• 


1 2  Edw.  1 V. 
18  Jac.  I. 
1 5  Cha.  I. 


STAPFORDSniRS. 


Litchfield     -     •     B    33Ed9f.It      27Edw«IIL       Edw.VL 


(  is  ) 


Sttfibrd  -  -  -  .  23  Edw.  I. 
Newcaftle  -  -  ■  -  i7Edw.II[, 
Tunworth  -    -    .    -      j  £]i^. 


Suffolk  CouttTr- 

IpAvicli     -      .    -  -  aj  Ediv-  I. 

Duowich  -     .    -  .         Da. 

Orford  -     ...  -  Do. 

AldborougK     •     -  -  13  Eliz. 

Sudbury     -    -    -  -  1  EHz. 

Eyre    -      ....  13  Eliz. 

Si'  Edmondlbnry  .  -  4  Jac.  !• 


SUHKBT  COUKTT. 

Famiam  -     -     -      .  4  Edw.  tl.      38  Hei 

Kingftm  1^  Tbamti  7  Do,              4.7£dw 

'     Sonthwark 

BletchiDgley  -    -     -  33  Edw.  I. 

Rypte Do. 

Guilford  .      .     -     -  Do. 

Gitton 19  Hen.  VI. 

Haflcmere  -    .    .    -  27  Eliz. 


$DISIX  CODNTT. 

ClucheSer  -    -    -    ?  33  Edw.  I. 
Hoilham    -    -    -    .         Do. 
Medharft   ....      4  Edw.  If, 

Lewes 23  Edw.  I. 

New  ShorchAm    -    -         Do. . 
Bramber     -     .     .     -.  Do.  Edw. 

Steyoing    ....  4  Edw.  JI.         Do. 
Eaft  Gnnftead     -     -      i  Edw.  II. 

^\TundcI    -     ...  33  Edw.  I. 
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Warwickshiile* 


Coventry   -    -    -    -    23  Edw.  !•      28  Edw.  I.         8  Edw.  H. 

2sEdw.IlI.    siHcn.VL 
Warwick   -    -    -    -         Do. 


.Westmorbland* 

Appleby     -    -    ^    .         Do, 

Wiltshire* 

Bradford    -     -     -    -  Do.  24  Edw.  !• 

Mere     -----  Do.  i  Edw.  If. 

Higbwortb  -    -.-    -     26  Edw.  I.       27  Edw.  IV. 

Salifbury   -     -     -    -     23  Edw.  I. 

Wilton Do. 

Downton    -     -    -    -  Do.  38Edw.Iir.       i  Hen.V. 

2  Hen.  V.      20  Hen.  VI • 
Hindon      -     -     -    -     27  Hen.  VI. 
Jlejrtefbury      -    -     -  Do.  - 

Weftbury    -    -     -     -  Do. 

Calne   -     -     -     -     •    23  Edw.  I.         i  Edw.  IT.     34  Edw.  II. 

36  Edw.  III.       a  Ric.  II. 
Devizes      -.   -     -    -          Do.             20  Edw. II.        4Edw.IlI^ 
Chippenham    .     -     -          Do.              2  Edw.  II.  Do. 

2Ric.  U.  12  Hen.  VI. 
Malmefbory    -     -    .          Do. 

Cricklade        -     -     ^          Do.               i  Edw.  II.  20  Edw.  II. 

2 1  Edw.  II.  Edw.  III. 

Ric.  II.  I  Hen.  IV. 

pHen.  V.  Hen.  VI. 

Great  Bedwin       -    -          Do.              8  Edw.  II.  36  Edw.III. 

37  Edw.  m.  7  Ric.  II. 
10  Ric.  II.  I  Hen.  IV. 

2  Hen.  IV.  9  Hen.  V. 

Luggerfhall     -    t    «    23  Edw.  I^        4  Edw.  II.  i  Edw.  III. 

4  Edw.III.  9  Ric.  II. 

10  Ric.  II.  9  Hen.  V. 

Old  Sarum      -    -     -  Do.  24  Edw,  I*  3 4 Edw.III^ 

WottonBaflct      -      -     25  Hen.  VI. 
Marlborough  .     -    -    ^3  Edw^  I^ 
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C«anir«,  Ciiiei,  «nd 

When  firft 

Whea 

Whea 

BorouRhi. 

difronlioued. 

rellored. 

WOKCBJTEKIHIKB. 

BrtmfgrBvt      -     - 

.     23  Ed«,  I. 

24  Edw.  I. 

B«r%          -     -     - 

.        'Do. 

Do. 

KiJdermMlcr  -     - 

Do. 

Do. 

P^fm,      ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Worcefier       -    . 

Do. 

Droinridi       .    . 

Do. 

S  Edw.  U. 

Pll.&l(. 

Evefliun         -    . 

Do. 

24  &!»•.  I. 

ij«cl. 

Bomifcy     -     -    - 

-           J.C.I. 

yonKSUIRE. 

Dnualltr    ... 

-    JlEdw.I. 

14  Edw.  I. 

7»w,    -   .   - 

Do. 

Do 

ekhring    ,    .    . 

Do. 

Do. 

ie».„A  .   -   - 

.    33  Edw.  I. 

1 2  Edw.  m. 

TjilM      -    .    . 

.      2]£d».  1. 

24  Edw.  I. 

H)/Ji/ax     -     -     - 

.    Commonw. 

mill,     -  .  - 

Do. 

Uti: 

Do. 

York     .... 

Do. 

Hull      .... 

.    33  Ed*.  I. 

34  Edw.  I. 

12  Edw.  n. 

Kjiarelborough     . 

.       .Mary 

PcarboTOUgh 

.     23  Edw.  I. 

Rippon       ... 

.         Do. 

24  Edw.  I.' 

1  Edw.  a 

2  Edw.  II, 

Edw.  VI. 

HeyJoD      .    .    - 

Do. 

24  Edw.  L 

.  Edw.  VI- 

Boroughbridge     . 

.      iMuy 

AUboroagh    -    - 

.      sPI>-*M- 

Malton      .    .    - 

.    13  Edw.  I. 

27  Edw.  J. 

Cha.  n. 

Thill       .    .    . 

.      'do. 

24  Edw.  I. 

I  Edw.  VI. 

Beverley     .     .     . 

Do. 

1  Edw.  n. 

5  Eliz. 

Nottb»llemi.       - 

.    26  Edw.  I. 

27  Edw.  I. 

Cha.  II. 

Poniefraa       -     . 

.    23  Edw.  I. 

Do. 

19  JacL 

RidpiMd       -    , 

-    27  Elia. 
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Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  fVefiminftery  appointed 
April  12,  1780,  to  take  into  confideration  all  fuch 
tnattersy  relative  to  the  eleSlion  of  Members  of  Par^ 
liamentj  as  may  promqte  the  purpofes  of  the  prefent 
Affociation. 

Free  Majbns  Taverfij  May  lythy  1780. 

THE  Sub-committee  having  duly  examined 
the  various  ftaty  tes  of  this  realm  refpedling 
the  elc&ion  of  tnembers  to  ferye  in  the  Commons' 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  niore  particularly  fuch  as 
were  cnafted  for  the  pyrpofe  of  guarding  againft 
the  prevalence  of  bribery  and  corruption  at  elec- 
tions, and  the  operation  of  every  other  fpecies  of 
iindpe  influence  upon  the  eledors  and  ele6ked  j 
and  rpflediifg  upon  the  inefEcacy  of  thefe  provi- 
fions  with  re{peft  to  the  prev^pntjon  of  eyils,  whic^ 
threaten  the  filial  extinftion  of  our  liberties,  arc 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  no  effectual  reformation 
of  the  abufes  in  queftion  can  take  place,  unlefs 
the  people  exercife  their  iivherent  and  undoubted 
right  of  reviewing  the  whole  plan  of  delegation, 
and  by  recurring  to  the  firft  principle?  of  our  con* 
ftitution,  ^ain  eftablilh  it  upon  its  ancient  foun- 
dations of  equity  and  right  reafon. 

When 


(  J>  ) 

When  error  has  obtained  the  fanftion  of  time, 
it  appears  to  the  unihinkir^  mind  under  the  fem- 
blance  of  truth  ;  and  even  men  of  reflection,  who 
have  formed  a  juft  conception  of  its  nature  and  its 
tendency,  are  in  fuch  circumflances  alarmed  with 
apprehenfions  at  the  BrCl  attempts  for  its  correc- 
tion. However,  as  the  confequences  of  error,  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  extent  of  opera- 
tion, are  manifcftly  evil,  and  as  conftitution^  er- 
rors may  therefore  be  fuppofed  to  be  unavoidably 
produi5tive  of  national  calamity,  it  is  furely  more 
prudent,  in  the  proper  feafon,  to  fubmit  to  the  per- 
haps imaginary  inconveniencies  of  a  reformation, 
than  to  fufpend  our  exertions,  until  we  are  obliged 
10  encounter  thofe  accumulated  miferies,  which 
an  obilinate  perfeverance,  in  an  acknowledged 
couric  of  error,  muft  derive  upon  bbth  prince  and 
people. 

The  prevalence  of  evil  in  the  prefent  hour 
proves  iht  prei-alcnce  of  error ;  and  it  docs  not 
require  any  extraordinary  degree  of  lagacity  in  the 
politician  and  philofopher  to  difcover,  that  the 
primary  error,  and  the  fruitful  fource  of  the  many 
evils  which  we  fed,  confifts  in  a  departure  from 
fundamental  principles,  in  the  prefent  conflitution 
of  the  Commons'  Houfe  of  Parliament :  in  con- 
[D  4]  fcqucnce 
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fequcnce  of  which,  it  is  no  longer  obedient  tq  the 
will,  or  fpeaks  the  language  of  the  great  conftiT 
tuent  body  of  the  people. 

Every  application,  therefore,  for  the  recjrefs  of 
the  prefent  grievances  of  the  nation,  that  (liall  be 
made  to  a  bpdy  of  men,  no  longer  under  the  in-. 
fluence  of  their  conftituents,  but  on  the  contrary 
uniformly  adling  in  fubferviency  to  the  views  ancj 
intcrefts  of  the  crown,  muft  of  neceflity  be  unfqc- 
cefsful ;  and,  from  the  natural  effeft  of  difappointr 
ment  upon  the  human  mind,  will  probably  impair 
the  vigour  of  every  future  exertipn. 

Application  to  the  (;rown  to  fufpend  the  exer- 
tion of  us  influence,  or  to  repair  the  breaches  made 
in  that  part  of  the  cpnftitutior),  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  people  againft  its 
encroachments,  pre-fuppofes  fuch  an  ignorance  of 
the  principles,  whiph,  in  certain  eircumftances, 
are  found  invariably  to  a(^uate  the  human  heart, 
that  one  would  be  led  to  imagine  the  ufe  of  argu- 
ment would  be  fupetfccjed  by  thp  obvioys  abfurr 
dity  of  thp  expedient. 

The  event  of  the  experiment,  frequently  repeat- 
ed, has  confirmed  the  conclufion  which  right  rea- 
fon  would  have  fuggefted  j  and  it  now  Hands  a 

truth. 
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truth,  recorded  for  the  benefit  of  every  future  gc-. 
neration,  that  wlien  the  point  in  quedion  is  a  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  originating  in  oppreffion,  or 
3  reftitution  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people,  millions  fue  in  vain. 

To  what  eanhly  tribunal  therefore  fliall  an  in- 
jured people  have  refort  In  this  alarming  moment, 
when  a  defperate  faction,  in  the  midft  of  public 
C^amicy  aijd  diftrefs,  has  manifefted  a  determined 
purpofe  of  perfevering  in  a  li;ie  of  conduA,  which, 
if  perfifted  in,  muft  inevitably  end  in  the  fubver- 
fion  of  our  liberties,  ^d  the  defplation  of  our 
ftate  ?  The  fun  of  England's  glory  perhaps  foon 
ijiay  fet  to  rife  no  more  I  ,         ■. 

One  hope  ftill  remains  in  the  native  energy  of 
the  great  cplle<flive  body  of  the  people,  the  native 
energy  of  a  r.ace  of  men,  who  have  always  flood 
diHinguilhed  in  the  annals  of  nations  for  every  li< 
beral  fentiin^nt,  and  every  generous  principle  that 
can  dignify  our  kipd. 

The  peaceful  efforts  of  this  mighty  power,  aft- 
ing  by  committees  freely  chofcn,  are  fufficicnt, 
Vnder  the  providence  of  Heaven,  to  re-eflablifh 
the  conflituiion  in  its  ancient  vigour.  The  public 
flate  of  af&irs  requires  this  exertion ;  the  public 
voics 
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Ybict  at  kngth  appears  difpofcd  to  bear  its  tefti- 
raony  to  this  important  truth,  viz. 

That  the  rejhrathn  cf  the  CommQtis^  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament  to  freedom  and  independetuy^  by  interpofition 
of  the  great  colleSiive  body  of  the  natioHy  is  ejfentially 
neveffary  to  our  exiftence  as  a  free  people. 


The  circumftances  of  the  times,  and  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  means,  which  muft  be  em- 
frfoyed  for  effefting  our  deliverance,  require,  that 
the  propofed  plan  be  exhibited  complete  in  all  its 
eflential  forms ;  and  that  its  various  parts,  being 
combined  in  ftrift  and  neceflary  union  with  each 
other,  be  eftabliflied  at  one  and  the  fame  moment 
of  time. 

When  we  caft  our  eyes  upon  the  conduft  of  the 
prefent  Commons*  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  when 
we  behold  a  majority  of  its  members,  in  de- 
fiance of  our  petitions,  and  their  owo  folemn  de- 
claration, perfift  in  encreafing  the  bvfrdenspf  the 
people,  and  in  a  (led fail  pnrpofe  of  oppofing  every 
meafure  of  redrefs,  defponding  apprehenfions  may 
for  a  time  take  place  in  the  minds  of  the  beft  and 
braveft  of  our  countrymen.  Refledion,  however^ 
will  difclofe  a  more  pleafing  profpedt  arifing  from 
the  very  extremity  of  our  diftrefs  ^  more  vigorous 

counfels^ 
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counfels,  ind  an  happy  unanimity  will  be  the  un- 
avoidable refuk  i  the  alarm  of  the  nobility  -for  the 
yety  exiftence  of  their  prefent  fplendid  diflinfiions 
will  co-oppratc  with  the  poignant  feelings  of  the 
people ;  and  eyery  rank  and  defcription  of  men 
will  feel  the  propriety,  the  neceflity  of  eftablifli- 
ing  that  plan  of  parliamentary  reformation,  which 
hold  forth  our  beA,  and  indeed  our  only  fecu- 
rity,  againft  the  all-devouring  iniluence  of  the 
crown. 

Political  truth,  like  the  moral  feelings  of  the 
foul,  is  plain  and  fimple ;  it  recommends  itfelf 
powerfully  j:o  the  general  fentiment :  and,  when 
unveiled  in  its  intrinfic  purity,  will  affuredly  call' 
forth  the  afiimated  exertion  of  millions  in  its 
fupport. 

An  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  annual  elections,  and 
the  univerfftl  right  of  fuffr^e,  appear  fo  reafon- 
able  to  the  natural  feelings  of  mankind,  that  no 
fophiftry  can  elude  the  force  of  the  arguments 
which  are  urged  in  their  favour ;  and  they  are 
nghti  of  fo  tranfcendent  a  nature,  that,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  claim  of  the  people  to  their  enjoyment, 
the  longell  period  of  pre(cription  is  pleaded  in 
ywtt.    They  were  fubftantially  enjoyed  in  the 
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times  of  the  immortal  Alfred ;  they  were  chc- 
rilhed  by  the  wifeft  princes  of  the  Norman  line  ; 
they  form  the  grand  palladium  of  our  nation  ; 
they  ought  not  to  be  efleemed  the  grant  of  Royal 
favour,  nor  were  they  at  firft  extorted  by  violence 
from  tlie  hand  of  power :  they  are  the  birthright 
of  Englifhmen,  their  beft  inheritance,  which, 
without  the  complicated  crimes  of  treafon  to  their 
country,  and  injuftice  to  their  pofterity,  they  can- 
not alienate  or  refign  :  they  form  that  triple  cord 
of  ftrength,  which  alone  can  be  relied  on  to  hold, 
in  times  of  tempeft,  die  vcffel  of  the  ftate. 

With  refpcft  to  the  expediency  of  reforming 
the  reprefentation  of  diat  country,  and  of  recurring 
to  the  conftitutional  praftice  of  annually  elefting 
the  perfons  fcnt  to  parliament,  the  Sub-committee 
obferve, 

Thit  the  General  Meeting  of  the  deputies,  on 
the  1 7th  of  March,  decided,  in  the  affirmative, 
upon  the  propriety  of  thefe  meafures,  with  una- 
nimous voice ;  that  the  committee  from  which 
this  boJy  received  its  inftruftions,  have,  with 
fimilar  unanimity,  given  their  fuffrages  to  the 
fame  fentiment ;  and  that  the  General  Meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Weftminfler  upon  the  6th 
cf  April  declared,  ''  That  the  people  of  England 

have. 
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have,  and  always  had,  a  clear,  unalienable,  indc' 
eafible  right  to  an  annual  ele£tion  of  their  repre< 
Icntatives,  as  we!I  as  to  an  adequate  and  equal  re- 
prefentalion,  founded  upon  Uronger  grounds  than 
that  of  any  aft  or  ads  of  parliament ;  and  that  . 
the  attainment  of  thefe  important  conftitutiond 
objetfls  is  the  moll  effeflual  expedient  for  reftoring 
and  fecuring  the  independency  of  parliament." 

With  regard  to  the  reflitution  of  the  univer&l 
right  of  futFrage  the  Sub-committee  conceive,  that 
the  reafonablenefs  and  expediency  of  the  meafure 
will  probably  be  more  apparent,  if  the  full  extent 
and  magnitude  of  thofe  powers  be  conlidered, 
which  are  entrufted  to  the  reprefentative  by  the 
conilttuent  body. 

The  doArine  that  reprerentation  and  ta:[ation 
are  infeparable,  is  founded  in  truth ;  but  the  un- 
due preference  that  has  been  afforded  to  the  rights 
of  property,  m  various  difcuflions  of  this  fubjeft, 
has  tended  to  keep  out  of  light  other  principles, 
equally  eiTential  to  a  juft  conception  of  this 
queftion. 

A  portion  of  the  foil,  a  portion  of  its  prodaoB* 

Biay  be  wanting  to  nuay ;  but  every  man  has  an 

intereft 
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interefl  in  his  life,  bis  liberty,  his  kindred,  and  his 
country ;  and  when  laws  afieAing  thefe  are  made 
by  perfonS,  to  whom  he  hath  not  delegated  the 
power,  each  of  thefe  pofleffions,  which  are  as  fub- 
ftantial,  as  if,  like  land  or  money,  they  were  ob- 
jefts  of  the  fenfes,  may  be  invaded ,  and  pt^bably 
would  be  invaded  by  thofe,  who,  being  poflefled 
of  property,  the  grand  cnchantrefs  of  the  world, 
would  thereby  be  enabled  more  fuccelsfuUy  to 
gratify  that  hift  of  defpotic  power,  which  fo  ftrong- 
ly  charadterifes  the  human  heart* 

The  exercife  of  the  poor  man*s  eleftive  right  ii 
therefore  cScnuA  to  his  freedcHn ;  and  although^ 
in  ordinary  cafes,  he  may  fometimes  difpofe  of  his 
fuffrage  without  a  proper  regard  to  its  importance^ 
yet,  when  public  calamity  demonflrates  that  pub- 
lic confidence  has  been  abufed,  the  opportunity, 
of  redtifying  the  evil  by  a  more  judicious  delega*^ 
tion  will  probably  not  be  liegleded.  Commcm- 
fenfe  will  inftruft  him  that  his  own  free  and  unbi- 
afled  voice,  united  with  the  voices  of  that  nume- 
rous clafs  of  fellow  citi&ns,  who  are  his  fellow 
fufFerers,  at  fuch  a  period,  will  prevail  over  the  in-* 
terefted  oppofition  of  the  tyrants  of  their  fpecies, 
and  finally -eftablifti^  the  teal  friends  of  humanity 
and  of  their  country  in  the  feat  of  power. 

It 
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It  may  alfo  be  obfcrved,  that  no  confideration 
would  have  a  ftronger  tendency  to  generate  pro-" 
per  fentiments  of  atfedion  to  the  coctununiEy,  and 
more  effeiftually  recall  the  minds  of  the  riling  ge- 
neration froma  courTe  of  difljpation  and  attachmeat 
to  unworthy  gratifications,  than  the  percepdoa 
t^  that  thare  of  political  confequence,  which*  the 
reftitutioD  of  the  univerTal  right  of  fufin^  would 
afford. 

At  a  certain  age  all  the  male  iohabicants  of  this 
kingdom,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  fubje&'  to 
the  obligation  of  ferving  in  the  Militia.  Shall  a 
laim  therefore  be  thought  unworthy  of  a  fuffrage 
in  the  election  of  his  reprefentative,  and  at  tha 
lame  time  (hall  his  fellow  citizens  intruft  to  hia 
fidelity  and  courage  whatever  they  hold  dear  f  Is 
it  reafonable  to  deny  to  a  citizen,  when  he  has  at'- 
tuned  to  maturity  in  his  mental  capacity,  the  eom- 
mcm  privilege  of  a  freeman,  the  right  of  being  go- 
verned by  laws,  to  which  the  afient  of  himfdf  ot 
his  reprefentative  has  been  obtained,  and  at  the 
fame  rime  to  avail  ourfelves  of  his  bodily  ftrength  f 
Is  it  generous,  is  it  politic,  to  treat  him  as  an 
alien  in  the  community,  at  the  moment  he  may  be 
tnnamenting  ii  by  the  powers  of  his  undcrftand- 
ing,  or  defendiog  it  by  his  arms  ? 

Urged 
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Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  reflexions,  yaur 
Sub-committee  have  confidered  the  points  pro- 
pofed  to  their  deliberation  in  their  full '  extent* 
They  have  examined  the  voluminous  fyftem  of 
kws  relating  to  the  fubjedt  of  parliamentary  elec- 
tions, and  find  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of 
pronouncing  the  far  greater  part  of  them  to  be 
founded  upon  partial  conceptions,  unjuft  reftric- 
tions,  and  falfe  meafures  of  expediency,  which 
will  not  ftand  the  teft  when  contrafted  by  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  the  conllitution  of  this 
country. 

More  particularly,  it  appears  to  your  Sub-com- 
tnittee, 

I .  That  through  the  joint  operation  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  disfranchifcment,  paffed  in  the  eighth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  the  triennial  bill 
of  the  fixth  of  William  and  Mary,  which  at- 
tempted to  give  the  fird  legal  fanftion  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  (ame  parliament  beyond  the  period 
of  a  finglc  felfibn,  the  reprefentation  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England  is  virtually  annihilated;  and  an 
inftitution,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  peo- 
ple's defence  againft  ariftocratic  domination,  or 
regal  defpotifm,  is  now  become  an  engine  ia  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  minifter,  to  tax,  opprefs,  infult,  and 
cnflavt  the  people  of  this  country. 

2.  That  the  prefent  inequality  in  the  reprefen- 
tation,  in  a  great  meafure  originates  in  an  arbitrary 
exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative,  whereby,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  cleareft  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  crown  prefumed  toauthorize,  at  pleafure, 
certain  incorporated  bodies  to  fend  members  to  the 
Commons'  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  the  unfufpeift- 
ing  people  of  this  country  at  the  fame  time  not  at- 
tending to  the  inequality,  that  from  thence  mult 
neccflhrily  take  place  in  the  rcprefcntation,  to  the 
fubftantial  injury  of  themfelves,  and  every  fucceed- 
ing  generation. 

That  in  conlequence  of  the  decay  of  many  of 
thefe  corporations,  and  through  the  partiality  of 
the  crown  in  various  periods  of  our  hiftory  to  its 
own  tenants  and  dependants^  there  is  at  this  time 
a  degree  of  reprefentalion  enjoyed  by  many  bo- 
roughs of  this  kingdom,  far  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  due  proportion,  and  too  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic freedom  to  be  longer  endured. 

3.  That  more  than  feventy  ads  of  parliament 
have  been  paffed  fince  the  firft  invafion  of  the  li- 
berties of  Engliflimen  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
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for  the  purpofe  of  regulating  eleftions — that  tu- 
mults and  diforders,  bribery,  perjury,  and  falfe 
returns,  with  a  long  train  of  other  attendant  evils, 
have  been  multiplied,  in  proportion  as  the  ads 
were  multiplied,  which,  under  pretence  of  re- 
moving thefe  evils,  Tiave  in  fadt  perpetuated  them, 
and  at  the  fame  time  have  abolifhed,  and  almoft 
obliterated  the  remembrance  of  the  univerfal  right 
of  fuffrage,  which  forms  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant franchifes  of  the  Englifh  people. 

4.  That  every  attempt  to  baniOi  bribery  and 
corruption,  and  undue  influence,  while  the  prefent 
reftriftions  on  the  right  of  fuffrage,  and  imperfed): 
reprefentation  in  a  feptennial  parliament  fliall  fub- 
fift,  would  only  be  calculated  to  deceive  andamufe 
the  nation  to  its  final  deftruftion. 

5.  That  inftead  of  adding  to  the  number  of  our 
ftatutes  by  regulations  incompetent  to  the  purpofe 
propofed,  reformation  fliould  commence  with  the 
refcinding  and  abolilhingofthe  injurious  afts  and 
illegal  cuftoms  above-mentioned:  thus  would  the 
Conftitution,  as  if  delivered  from  an  oppreflive 
weight  that  impedes  its  exertions,  recover  its  ener- 
gies ;  while  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded 
would  fugged  a  fimple  pradticable,  and  efiedtual 
plan  for  regulating  thofe  eledions,  on  which  our  * 
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freedom,  our  happinefs^  and  our  very  national 
exiftence  maft  depend. 

Governed  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  Sub-com- 
mittee have  framed  the  following  plan,  in  which 
they  have  made  it  their  chief  effort  plainly  to  ex- 
prefs  every  material  provifion  for  fecuring  the  free 
eleftion  of  an  independent  Houfe  of  Parliament — 
they  have  ftudioully  avoided  entering  into  a  de- 
tail— they  have  fuggelled  to  the  beft  of  their  abi- 
lity a  plan,  founded  upon  conftitutionaF  principles, 
and  the  Common  right  of  mankind — a  plan  expe- 
dient in  out  prefent  circiimftances,  and  which 
may  with  facility  be  carried  into  execution  by  the 
fpiritcd,  yet  pacific  efforts  of  the  people ;  provided 
their  breafts  are  informed  with  the  fame  fentiments 
of  public  virtue,  and  ardent  love  of  hbcrty,  which 
have  hitherto  animated  the  exertions  (rfthe  £ngli(h 
nation. 

Plan  for  talcing  the  Suffices  of  the  People  at 
the  Elcftion  of  Reprefentatives  to  fervein  Par- 
liament. ' 

I.  THAT  each  county  be  divided  into  as  many 
diftrifts  as  it  is  iiititled  to  eled  reprefentatives, 
each  diftiid:  diufihg  one  repiefeotative. 

[E  a]  II.  That 


(     64    ) 

II.  That  the  divifion  of  the  county  into  dif- 
trifts  be  conftituted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  each 
diftrift  contain  nearly  an  equal  number  of  males 
competent  to  vote  in  elections  j  regard  being  had, 
as  much  as  may  be,  to  the  parochial  divifions  of 
the  kingdotn,  fp  that  each  divifion  cornprehend  a 
certain  number  of  parilhes  :  and  moreover,  that 
each  diftridt  receive  its  denomination  from  the 
parifli  containing  the  greateft  number  of  eledors. 

\  III.  That  the  eleftion  of  reprefentatives  to  ferve 
in  Parliament  be  held  annually  through  England 
and  Wales,  upon  the  firft  Tiiefday  in  July :  that 
the  eleftion  coqimence  between  the  hours  of  eight 
and  eleven,  and  be  finally  clofed  before  lyn-^t  of 
the  fame  day. 

IV.  That  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  this  coun« 
try  (aliens,  minors,  criminals,  and  infane  perfons 
excepted)  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  eleftjon  of 
iQprefentatJves,  fubjeft  only  to  the  forms,  provi- 
fions,  and  regulations  fpecified  in  this  report. 

V.  That  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  re- 
turned by  the  inhabitants  of  each  county  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  be  fettled  for  the  term  of  feven 
years  next  enfuing,  according  to  the  following 
fchedul^,  viz. 
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That,  the  county  of  Rutland,  and  the  two 
univeriities,  return  each  two  reprefen- 

utives,  —  —  —  2 —  6 
The  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Wcft- 

moreland,  each  three,         —         —  3 —  6 

The  county  of  Bedford  five,       —       —  5 —  5 
Berkfhire*    Cumbetland,  HerefoFdlhire, 

each  fix,            -r-            -*■           —  6—18 
Bucks,  Cambridgefhire  with  Ely,  Hert- 
fordihire,    Dorfet,     NottinghamChire, 

Oxfordlhire,  each  feven,  — ?■  —  7-^42 
Leicefterfliire  — r  -^  —8—8 
Suffex,  Warwicklhirc,    Worceilerfhire, 

each  nine,           —          —           —  9 — 27 
Chelhire,  Cornwall,  Derbyfliire,  North- 
amptonshire, Salop,  Siaffordfhire,  each 
ten,               —                —               —  to — 60 
Hampftiire,  Wihs,  each  eleven,        '  —  11 — 23 
Gloucefterlhire  thirteen,         -*         —  13 — 13 
Effex,  Surrey  with  Souihwark,[each  fix- 
teen,             —              —              —  16—31 
Uncolnftiirc  feventecn,          —          —  *7^^7 
Kent,    Lancalhire,     Somerfet,    Suffolk, 

each  eighteen,          —          _—         —  18 — yz 
Durham    biftiopnc  with    Northumber- 
land, Devon,  each  rwcnty-one,        —  21 — 41 
Norfolk  twenty-two,             —             —  Z2 — 22 
Wales  with  Monmouth,  thirty,           —  30 — 30 
Mlddlefex 
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Middlefcx  with  London  and  Weftmin- 

fter,  forty-five,         —         — .        f—  45 — 45 
Yorkfhire  forty-fix,  —  —  46—46 


Total     513 


VI.  That  an  exaft  roll  be  kept  of  the  male 
inhabitants  competent  to  vote  in  each  parilh,  con- 
tinued down  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  June ;  and 
that  no  perfon  be  perniitted  to  give  his  fiiflBrage, 
Whefe  name  is  not  found  in  that  roll«  That  this 
roll  be  delivered  in  upon  oath  of  the  clergyman, 
churchwardens,  or  other  officers  of  the  parifli» 
to  the  churchwardens  of  that  parifh  of  the  di(^ 
trid  where  the  poll  is  taken.  : 

VIL.  That  the  flicrifl^  tc^ether  with  all  the 
juftices  of  the  peace,  mayor,  aldermen,  and  ma^ 
giftrates,  form  in  each  county  a  grand  inqueft, 
for  allotting  the  diftrids  in  due  proportion  to  the 
male  inhabitants  competent  to  vote^  and  for  de- 
nominating the  fame  :  and  that  fuch  inqueft  be 
finally  fettled,  and  notice  of  the  allotment  given 
to  each  parifli  comprehended  in  the  diftrift,  with- 
in t^  term  of  ten  days  after  the  firft  Tuefday  in 
June. 

VIII.  That 
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-  VIII.  That  the  cleftlon  of  the  reprefenlativci 
of  the  people  be  made  at  the  principal  towa  or 
village  of  the  diftrid. 

IX.  That  the  poll  of  each  diftria  be  taken  by 
batlot>  under  the  conduft  of  the  churchwardeat 
of  the  parifh  in  the  diftridt  where  the  eleftion  is 
made. 

X.  The  churchwardens  of  the  diftriA,  >t  the 
clofe  of  the  poll,  (hall  declare  the  name  of  the 
perfon  el&fted,  and  certify  the  fame  to  the  flieriff, 
in  order  to  its  being  tranfinitted  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  in  Chancery. 

XI.  That  the  suinual  feffions  of  Parliament 
fliall  commence  upon  the  firft  Thurfday  in  No- 
vember, unlefs  fome  extraordinary  event,'  or  ur- 
gent national  bufinefs,  (hould  make  it  indifput- 
ably  requilite  for  the  crown  to  aflemble  it  before 
the  ftated  period. 

Xn.  That  the  fefTion  terminate  upon  the  laft 
day  of  April,  unlefs  the  national  bufinefs  Ihould 
be  fooner  difpatched;  the  crown,  neverthelefs, 
having  power  to  prolong  the  feffion  beyond  the  • 
ilated  period,  if  any  urgent  bufmefs  remain  un- 
finilhedj 
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Cni(hed ;  in  which  cafe,  the  Parliament  may  con- 
tinue its  fitting  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  July. 

XIII.  That  all  the  Members  of  the  Commons' 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  before  taking  their  feats, 
declare  upon  oath,  That  they  do  not  hold  any  of- 
fice or  emolument  at  the  will  of  the  crown,  or  its 
fervants,  or  any  lord  of  parliament ;  that  they  will 
give  due  attendance  to  bufinefs,  and  ad:  with  all 
fidelity  to  the  people  in  the  difcharge  of  their  im- 
portant truft. 

# 

WiV.  That  all  members  ferving  in  Parliament 
be  intided  to  reafonable  wages,  according  to  the 
whole(ome  praftice  of  anciei\t  times. 

XV.  That  all  eledion  caufes  be  finally  decided 
by  jury  before  the  Judges  of  Affize. 

XVI.  That  every  perfon  competent  to  give  his 
fufFrage  as  an  eleftor,  be  alfo  efteemed  qualified 
to  be  eleded  to  ferve  his  country  in  Parliament. 

ft 

T.  BRAND  HOLUS,  Chairtnau. 
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